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with which I was filled myſelf, we heard with 
joy the noiſe of a coach, that arrived a few 
minutes before the hour appointed; and havin 
nothing to delay us, we agreed forthwith to go off 
with a man of a good mien, who made himſelf 
known to me on the part of the Count of SG, 
and handed my ſiſter into the coach. Having ſeated 
himſelf with us, he told me, that the coachman had 
his orders from the Count, and that we ſhould be in 
leſs than two hours at the place where we deſired to 
be fet down. My ſiſter had nobody but her cham» 
ber-maid with her, and I was attended by a valet 
approved fidelity and zeal. We were ſcarce out of 
Paris when I heard the noiſe of ſome horſes at our 
backs, and, a few moments after, I thought I heard 
further the voices of _ perſons, who ſeemed to 


« 1 diſpute 


— 


1 the confidence, I had inſpired into Roſe, and 
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diſpute loudly behind us. Our guide, to whom 100. 
ſerved my uneaſineſs, anſwered me naturally enough, 


that they were the domeſticks of the Count, who 


compoſed a guard for the ſecurity of our journey. 


I had no other ſubjeR of alarm in a carriage that 
I thought myſelf maſter of, and we arrived in about 
two hours at the gate of a houſe,” the outſide of 
which the darkneſs of the night did not give me 


room to obſerve. | | 
\ SuſpeQting nothing, I went in with as much ſa- 
tisfaction — muſt neceſſarily feel from the belief, that 
my ſiſter was now in a place of refuge, which af- 
forded her both ſecurity and tranquillity. The guide 
ſhewed us into a commodious apartment, being com- 
poſed of many chambers that might ſerve to lodge 
us together. This, ſaid he, is the apartment the 
Count has ordered for you. They ſerved up ſup- 
per; and I was ſurprized not to ſee my valet ap- 
r. They told me that being ſeized with ſome 
ſudden illneſs behind the coach, he choſe to walk on 
foot, having taken inſtructions abeut the road, and 
that indeed it was ſurprizing he was not yet come 
up. I was eaſily perſuaded that he might have met 
with. ſome delay on the road. Night being too far 
advanced for me to think of other cares, I left my 
filter in her chamber, and retired to mine. 
Faving reſted well, I was in the morning invited 
by the view of a pleaſant garden before my windaws 
to go down and take a few turns in it; but J 
found my door locked, and endeavoured in vain to 
open it. I paſſed through a cloſet of communi- 
cation that joined my chamber to that of my ſiſ- 
ter's, with the hopes of finding another door on 
that fide ; there was one there indeed, but it was 
locked as well as mine. Roſe was yet aſleep, I 
returned to my own chamber, without the leaſt 
fear or ſuſpicion in my mind. My complaints on- 
ly fell upon the negligence of the Count's lervants, 
whom | blamed for waving thoughtleſly carried away 
the keys. I paſſed alone ab, ve an hour, till Roſe 
awoke, and employed myſelf in meditaiing on 40 
| h man 


ar? 


thoug 
we dic 
ourſel1 
two hz 
arrive 
ly on 1 

Tov 
ing Re 
of cire 
point 
kerſelf 


ts On- 
vants, 
away 
| Roſe 


en 40 


man 


The Dean of ColE RA INE. 9 


many freſh favours, for which 1 thought myſelf in · 
debted to the protection of Heaven. Ka 

At length, believing my ſiſter was awake, F made 
noiſe enough to rouſe the ſervants ; but they did not 
heed me of a ſudden. I waited above a quarter of 
an hour longer; ard having knocked ſeveral times 
with ſome impatience, at laſt I was heard. The 
ſame man, whom I called onr guide, opened the 
door, and having firſt carefully locked it again, he 
advanced and aſked if I had any commands ſor him. 
I want nothing, ſaid I, but the liberty of going in- 
to the garden. He anſwered me civilly, that I was 
abſolute maſter of the houſe, and that he had or- 
ders to obey me in every thing ; except that for 
powerful reaſons, of which I ſhou!d ſoon be ſatis - 
fied, neither my ſiſter nor I could have the permiſ- 
fon this day to go ont of our apartments. Though 
I found ſomething whimſical in this declaration, and 
upon the whole in the care they took of locking us 
up without notice, yet I could without difficulty 
imagine, that the Count thought this precaution ne- 


cefiary for our ſecurity, and that what was diſagree- 


able in the execution of it might proceed from 
the rudeneſs of his ſervants. 
ſaid I, into all the views of the Count, and going 
into my ſiſter's chamber, I told her in a merry 
air, that for certain reaſons that apparently tended 
to the ſucceſs of our meaſures, and to the tran- 
quillity of our retreat, we were condemned to be 
ſhut up for the reſt of the day. She had the ſame 


thoughts that I had of this myſterious conduct, and 
we did not thereby find leſs pleaſure in entertaining 


ourſelves upon the happy alteration that a day or 
two had made in our fortune. My valet was not yet 


arrived; but all my diſquiet on that account was on- 


ly on the ſcore of his health. | 
Towards the evening, at the time I was diyert- 
ing Roſe by running over with her this eoncatination 
of cireumſtances, which had conducted us to the 
point we now were in, and exhorting her to render 


kerſelf worthy of ſo many favours, that Heaven 
T3 ſeemed 


—_ 


I entered voluntary, 
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ſeemed ready to heap upon her, one came to tell me, 
that I was waited for in my chamber by ſome per- 
ſons whom I knew. I had no doubt but it was the 


Count; but willing to give him the pleaſure of be- 


lizving that he had ſurprized me, I prayed my ſif- 
ter to wait alone till I went to meet him. I had 
only a cloſet to go through, and I locked the door 
that joined Roſe's room: My aſtoniſhment was in- 
deed great to fee, upon entering my chamber, not the 
Count De 8 , whom I was prepared to embrace 
with all my might, but Mr de Sercine and his lady, 
with another lady unknown to me, The air of joy, 
which had already ſpread itſelf over my face, gave 
way to a good deal of embarraſſment and conſtraint. 
I had not forgot the vexations, that Mr de Sertine 
had betore railed me, and his preſence was an omen 
that I immediately explained in a ſenſe quite contrary 
to all my hopes. ; 

He prayed me civilly to be ſeated, with an. air of 


aſſuming ſome authority in the houſe, and of taking 
upon him to do the honours of it to me. Seeing 


me wait in filence till he ſhould open himſelf, Per- 
haps you are ignorant, ſaid he at length, that you 
are in a houſe that belongs to me; but I ſhould be 
grieved if you had any doubt of the ſatisfaction I 
have in ſeeing you in it. I did not hear till yeſter- 
day of your return from Ireland; for you have 
carefully concealed it from your friends. Neverthe- 
leſs, the King of Lngland is informed of it, and it 
is by his orders that 1 came to ſignify his intentions 
to you, Then renewing every thing that had pre- 


ceded the duel of my brothers, and defcending to a 


detail of what had followed, he put together a num» 


ber of facts ill underſtood or unfaithfully reported, a 


romance without probability, ſuch as it pleaſed my 
Lord Linch to acquaint the king with, and from 
whence the concluſion was, that this Prince approv- 
ing of his views on my ſiſter, and remembring 
that my brothers and ſhe had conſented to them, not 
to mention a new conſent written with the hand, 


and ſigned by the name of George, his * 
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had forbidden me to oppoſe any longer a marriage ſo 
ſuitable, and to abuſe my authority over a ſiſter 
young and fearful, to make her fail of an eſtabliſni- 
ment that ought to give full content to my ambition. 
He added, that my obedience ſhould be rewarded, 
and that the King, extending his favours even to me, 
had taken the reſolution of bringing me about his 
perſon in the quality of almoner in ordinary, with a 
promiſe to uſe his intereſt at Verſailles to procure me 
immediately a benefice. | 
In finiſhing his diſcourſe, he faſtened his eyes upo 

me to diſcover beſore-hand my thoughts in mine. L 
own, that in the diſtreſs ſuch a ſlrange adventure had 
raiſed in me, uncertain of the place where I was, con- 
vinced that I was betrayed, and not even daring to 
ſuſpe& him of ſuch an unworthy artifice, one moment 
was not ſufficient to recover my ſpirits, and to give 
a reaſonable form to my anſwer. I continued ſome 
time ſilent, as much to collect my thoughts, as to range 
my expreſſions in order. In fine, from the place I 
was in, and from the treachery in finding Mr de Ser- 
cine in Lieu of the Count de S——, which expoſed 
me to the perſecutions of the court, I had not the 
leaſt doubt but that this plot was hatched by my Lord 
Linch. This reflection, that 1 could not make 
without recalling to my mind all his foolhardineſs 
and violences, gave me more impatrence to ſpeak, 
than I had before pain in breaking ſilence: I had 
leſs trouble to find expreſſions than to moderate 
them. I have been irreſolute too long, ſaid I to 
Mr de Sercine, looking on him with a ſteady eye; I 
ought not to diſſemble with you my ſentiments, 
which are juſt before heaven, and conſequently ean- 
nat Rand in awe of the cenſure of men. My ſif- 
ter is dear to me, without doubt, and I wiſh to ſee 
her married happily ; but had my Lord Linch a crown 
to offer her, I would diſdain him with his project. 
This contempt of grandeur that is not accompanied 
with virtue, may on firſt fight convince you, that 
ambition moves me leſs than has been repreſented to 
Jou. If you accuſe * of a failure of ſubmiſſion 
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1 to the King's orders, I anſwer, that it is from his 

(| own mouth I deſire to hear them; and I promiſe my- 

} ſelf from that juſtice, which animates all his ſenti- 

1 ments, that I thall ſoon be happy enough in ſeeing 

| him approve mine. It is true, continued 1 in the ſame 

| tone, that I have not been always 1o ill diſpoſed for 

i my Lord Linch. My brothers, and my ſiſter herſelf, 

[ have ſhewed him great eſteem, but it was at a time 

| they knew him leſs. Give me leave to inform you 

(| what it is that has cooled us, I ſhall not be his e- 

| nemy nor his accuſer ; but another would deteſt him 

| with the ſame reaſons; and if we had nothing to 

f upbraid him with but his perfidy in putting us into this 

priſon. Mr de Sercine interrupted me ſmiling 

you give too harſh a name, ſays he, to the innocent 

artifice of a lover, and if you have no other of- 

fence to reproach him with, you will have but in- 

different ſucceſs in perſuading us to approve of your 

averſion, Theſe words provoking me yet more, | 

could ſcarcely forbear declaring openly every thing 

that ought to make me look on him as the moſt 

odious man in the world; but a ſentiment of re- 

ligion made me fear, that I ſhould give too great a 

looſe to hatred, ſhould I reveal the death of Des 

Peſſes, and ſo many other exceſſes, that would expoſe 

him to juſt puniſhment, I applauded myſelf alſo, 

that I did not in the heat I was in let any thing 

eſcape me that might expoſe the Count de 8 —, 

. and confining myſelf to the propoſals they came to 

| make, I proteſted with great vigour that nothing was 
capable of making me alter my reſolutions. _ 

Mr de Sercine having demanded of me with a pee- 

vifſh air whether I intended ſerioufly to perſiſt in theſe 

thoughts, and drawing no other anſwer from me, 

made a ſign to his wife to retire. I remained alone 

with him. He added ſome other exhortations, which 

I let him end without giving him any interruption ; 

and not forbearing a reply, I prayed him only, if it 

-was true that I was in his houſe, to let me know what 

treatment was intended me in it, and if it were de- 

ſigned to bereaye me of my liberty for a long * 
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He anſwered, that he could not explain himſelf further 
before he had made a report of his commiſſion to the 
King, whoſe orders he had only executed. Our diſ- 


courſe had coldly ſpun itſelf out to a length, and had 


began to fall on different matters, during which I 
thought I heard ſome noiſe in my ſiſter's chamber. 
J Ropped ſpeaking to lend an ear to it; it is nothing, 


ſaid Mr de Sercine, you need not be under any appre- 


henſions for her. A moment after, the noiſe re- 
doubling with a good deal of confuſion, I could hear 
the voice of the afflicted Roſe, who caſt out ſhrill and. 
Piercing cries, calling me to her aid. Perfidious 
monſters! cried L in my firſt tranſports, and diſ- 
engaging myſelf from the hands of Mr de Sercine, 
who made ſome efforts to hold me, I made haſte to 
gain the door of the cloſet. My ſiſter was on the 
other ſide, endeavouring to open it; I obtained my 


end more readily than ſhe, inſomuch that having 


thrown it open, I found on the other ſide my dear 
ſiſter, who was ready to fall into a ſwoon in my arms. 
She had the air of one in a fright, and her eyes were 
brimful of tears. Being extremely moved with this 
ſpectacle, I could not forbear caſting out bitter re- 
proaches on Madam de Sercine, who was behind ber 
with another lady and ſome ſervants. Ah ! cried our 
Roſe, what has ſhe to do with me, and by what right 
does ſhe pretend to force me to follow her? She would 
have me leave you, and go with her to St Germain; 
and upon the repulſe I gave her ſhe has ſhameſully ſer 
her ſervants on me to drag me to her coach whether 
I would or not! a | a | 
Mr de Sercine was at my back, and immediately 
began to condemn this violence. We ſuppoſed, ſaid 
ke to his wife, that Madam would conſent to 


follow us of her own accord, and: you ought not to 
have made her any other propoſal. Then ioviting my 


ſiſter to be ſeated, he. conjured her not to be under 
any conſtraint in confeſſing her true ſentiments : I 
know, ſaid he, to whom the order of birth obliges 
you, and I am not at all ſurprized to find in a virtusus 
young lady a perfect ſubmiſſion to the councils of an 
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elder brother; but you have on your ſide the autho- 


rity of the King, who deigns to favour-your inelina- 


tions; you have the conſent of another brother, 
whom, after all, you ought to look on as the chief and 
head of your family, ſeeing it is upon him that all 
the rights of it fall; ſo you are free to return to the 
choice you have made, and with which you heretofore 
appeared very well contented. The heart of my 
Lord Linch is not in the leaſt changed. He has de- 
manded you of the King, as the only price of the 
fervices he has done that Prince. On your marriage 
depends even the fortune of Mr Dean, for whom his 
Majeſty hath promiſed to make an honourable eſta- 
bliſhment on this condition, Speak without fear; 
conſent to your felicity, and make even your brother 
happy whether he will or not. 

This manner of ſpeech appeared to me very worthy 
Roſe to the care of de- 
fending herſelf. - She had time to recover her ſpirits 
to enable her to explain herſelf without any embar- 
raſſment: ſo that ſhe did not wait for my aſſiſtance. 
She declared in a few words ſo plainly her invincible 
repugnance for my Lord Linch, and the perplexity 
ſne had in not being able to enter more fully into the 
King's intentions, that Mr de Sercine entirely loſt all 
hopes. He had a difficulty, nevertheleſs, to recover 
from his furprize. ' But, Madam „repeated he 
over and over, you had not always the ſame averſion; 


I have feen you otherwiſe diſpoſed at Soiſſons; my 
Lord Linch builds, I know, upon ſome promiſes, by 


which you have bound yourſelf to him in conſideration 
of the pains he has taken to procure your brother's 
Hberty. I reproach myſelf for them, interrupted 


- the briſkly; and did he at the fame time tell you 


what conditions I annexed to theſe promiſes ? I con- 
feſs, replied Mr de Sercine, that this adventure per- 
plexes me. Be affured, that far from thinking to 
offer you any violence, I ſhould have excuſed myſelf 
from the commiſſion I accepted, if my Lord Lineh 
bad not informed me, that it was to do you ſerviee 


a much as myfelf, and to deliver you from the ris | 
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rous tutelage under which you groan : for Mr 

ean, added he, paſſes for a man whoſe maxims 
are a little uneaſy to a lady of your age. I did be» 
lieve, that if your brother made any difficulty in 
correſponding with the King's goodneſs, that Madam 
de Sercine would infallibly prevail on you to take with 
us the road to St Germain | 88 
While he ſpoke with. this politeneſs, I did not 
deſire to mix one word in the converſation, being 
fully ſatisfied to ſee him return of himſelf to that 
moderation, which he had departed from with me. 


In the mean time, it eame into my mind to profit 


fomething by this alteration, in order to diſcover by 
what artifice we had been betrayed. I ſpoke like 
a man recovered from my fears, and who began to 

rely upon the civilities which he continued to heap 
upon my ſiſter. Theſe ſtratagems of a lover, ſaid 
he to me ſmiling, leave you under ſome vexation 
and I perceive you will find a difficulty in pardoning 
my Lord Linch. He then apprized me of all thoje 

eircumſtances I have already related, and in which 

my Lord Linch gloried at the King's couchee, It 

was without the participation of Mr de Sercine that 

his raſh; man had formed the deſign of carrying us 

to his houſe at Chatoux, a village not far diſtant 

from St Germain, Having committed the care of 
Realing us away to ſome perſons devoted to: him, to 

whom he had given his orders, he appeared boldly 

at court, where he diſcovered his intentions not only 

to Mr. de Sercine, who had been a long time in his 

intereſts, but to the King himſelf, whom he had 

the addreſs to bring into his views by the ſpecions 

turns he well knew how to give to his pretenſions. 

Thie Prince, who is goodneſs itſelf, and who vas 

perſuaded, that the reſiſtance of my ſiſter preezeded 

only from my councils, looked on the treachery 

with which he charged himſelf very freely, as an ad- 


venture of gallantry, and the project of the mar- 


riage, as an enterprize equally profitable for her and 
for me, by the advantages which would redound to 

After 
having 
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having proceeded theſe lengths, Linch found no dif- 
ficulty in obtaining the orders, with which Mr de 
Sercine was charged. They reckoned at St Germain 
to ſee Roſe arrive there before night ;.and all people 
who were favourable to Linch's intereſts, had not the 
leaſt doubt but ſhe would immediately ſurrender to 
the attractives of a ſhining fortune, when the King 
ſhould interpoſe to make her ſhake off the yoke of 
my authority. ' | 

I found two things altogether furprizing in this re- 
lation; one was, that my Lord Linch, after ſo many 
experiences of the little reliſh my ſiſter had for him, 
could flatter himfelf that he might yet pleaſe her, 
and freely obtain her heart; for it could be nothing 
but ſuch hopes that had made him renounce his 
former deſign of running away with her, in order ta 
force her to a marriage againſt her will. Might he 
not have executed that fcheme eaſily, when he had 
betrayed us; and at a time that it would be im- 
poſſible for me to ſeparate myſelf from her to procure 
her more liberty by my abſence, could all my ef. 
forts be capable of giving it the leaſt delay? He that 
will not with me look upon the change of this project 
as a favour from Heaven, who watched over the 
protection of the innocent Roſe, mult acknowledge in 
it the ſtrange power of ſelf-love in a man fierce and 
haughty, who perhaps fancied that no woman could 
refuſe ſincerely to love him, or who thought at leaſt 
His triumph certain, when he had the liberty openly 
to attack her heart: Unleſs one could chooſe to think 
from what he told me in Ireland; that by another 
caprice he reckoned it as nothing to be beloved, and 
that after the example of his father, -he was ſatisfied 
te poſſeſs an amiable woman, and to be fure at the 
ſame time of her prudence. Under this ſuppoſition 
he might have promiſed himſelf from the authority 
of the King what he had at firſt hoped to obtain by 
force ; and thoſe two paths being capable of leading 
him to the ſame end, he might chooſe indifferently 
either one or the other. 
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But I was no leſs aſtoniſhed, that after two duels, 
the firſt of which ought even yet; to have cauſed him 
ſome uneaſineſs, and the other was ſo freſh, that he 
could not be ſecure againſt a diſcovery, that neverthe- 
leſs he durſt ſhew himſelf at St Germain, and engage 
in another outrage, that might be looked upon with 
an eye more ſerious by the laws of France, than by 
the king of England and Mr de Sercine. I then took 
up a terriblesopinion of this furious man, whom the 
thoughts of his own dangers could not reſtrain, and 
giving thanks to Heaven for the favours granted to 
us, I demanded of Mr de Sercine, if we had the 
liberty of departing from his houſe. You ſhall have 
that liberty, anſwered he, if the King will grant it. 
I ſhall not conſult my Lord Linch upon ſo juſt an 
action; but 1 dare not ſet you free, added he, with- 
out receiving the King's orders. This anſwer made 
me fear, that we were not yet at the end of this per- 
ſecution. The eaſineſs of the King might augment 
the daringneſs of my Lord Linch, and make him 
renew the projects, which perhaps were only ſuſpended, 
1 would have offered to appear myſelf in the pre- 
ſenee of this Prince to ſolicit his goodneſs and juſtice, 

if I had not been fearful of leaving my ſiſter without 


defence. There was ſtill leſs ſafety in carrying her with 


ſo few precautions to a court, where ſhe had not yet 
appeared. At length, Mr de Sercine being diſpoſed 
to leave us, I prayed him only ta repreſent to the 
King the regret we had in not being able te obey him 
in an affair which luckily intereſted no body but 
ourſelves, and the hopes we had that his Majeſty 
would vouchſafe to put our duties to other proots. If 
you are an enemy to violence, added 1, you will not 
give time to my Lord Linch to raiſe us up new trou- 
bles, and will employ yourſelf in procuring our li- 
berty. My ſiſter joined her inſtances to mine to en- 
gage him to give us advice immediately of ſuch a- 
greeable news. | | 
Far from flattering myſelf that our priſon was ſet 
open after their departure, I thought of nothing but 


continuing about Roſe to fortifyher againſt a thovihes 5 
* _ 
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fears, which ſhe had not the power of concealing NO « 
from me. In recollecting every thing that my Lord and 


Linch might have gathered from our converſation in f ftro| 
the convent parlour, ſhe had no doubt but that the || exar 
name of the Count de S——, having been often men - und 


tioned by us, he might eaſily conceive that he had I deli. 

ot a new rival, This thought made her tremble vity 
10 the Count. Think you, ſays ſhe, that he will be pati. 
ſpired leſs than des Paſſes by this furious madman, from 
who is not capable of reſpecting any body, and who || conc 
makes a jeſt of ſpilling other peoples blood as well as that 
| his own? To what paſs am I reduced, if 1 muſt have || then 
il this monſter inceſſantly watching my ſteps, and ready || all n 
to maſſacre every thing that can love or pleaſe me? || here, 


But what will the Count think, added the, when | Wha 
l ſeeing his coach return without us, he ſhall be in» to fi 
| formed by his ſervants, that we did not wait their love- 
= _ coming, and that we departed with ſo much indif- tribu 
| 7M ference for his repoſe, that we did not even vouchſaſe | that 
| to give him notice of it? Is he not in the right to J Joſs | 
form ſuch an idea? What will then become of him, I uprig 
14 if my misfortunes ſhould: give him cauſe to ſuſpe& | every 
oh that I am in the power of his rival, and that I have | they 
| nothing but the protection of Heaven to defend me ? take | 
Fi All theſe refledions occurred to me as well as to her, | to pa 
1 and I found them ſo juſt, that I could not defend other 
| | | myſelf from thoſe mquietudes they were capable of | myſel 


raiſing in me. Nevertheleſs, the duties of our ſex | for t 
being always to comfort the weakneſs of women | preci; 
in charging ourſelves with the greateſt part of the Pre 
burden, I confoled her by the looſe and empty | medle 
maxims of fortitude and patience, and by the promiſe | fired 1 
of heavenly aſſiſtance, which ſoaner or later never | appet 

fails innocence. | 
| „III was upon this occafion, that confidering my | orderi 
1 impotence of forming the leaſt enterprize for her | many 
Eh relief, I reſſected how indecent it was for a church» | feryan 
i man to mix himſelf voluntarily in adventures, of | the c- 
which his profeſſion does not permit him to bear a | the aj 


: part in all the circumſtances, or to enter into all the | our a 
Sonſequences, A man of the blade, who met with | have x 
< RA no 
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no other reſiſtance to vanquiſh than locks and bolts, 

and a ſmall number of ſervants, would all at one 
ſtroke ſurmount obſtacles ſo feeble ; and George, for 
example, in my place, would not leave Roſe a moment 
under the embarraſſment from whence ſhe burns to be 
delivered. But the decorum of my ſtate, that gra- 
vity and modeſty, that is become habitual to me, 
patience and love of peace, which I have been taught 
from my youth to regard as virtues eſſential — 
condition, have obliged me to reject every thing 
that bears the leaſt reſemblance to violence. Why 
then ſhould I expoſe myſelf to opportunities in which 
all my rules are-entirely uſeleſs? What buſineſs have L 
here, ſaid I to myſelf, in taking up theſe thoughts? 
What part is this for the head of a pariſh to perſonate,. 
to find himſelf run away with and impriſoned in a 
tove-adventure? If it be true, that I can cons» 
tribute nothing to my liberty, is it leſs true, 
that I ought not to have expoſed myſelf to the 
loſs of it? But notwithſtanding every thing was 
upright and innocent in my views and ſentiments ; 
every thing was juſt and prudent in my condut 
they were even the duties of religion that made me 
take thoſe meaſures, by which it may unhappily come 
to paſs that poſſibly religion may be wounded. What 


other reſource have 1, added I, than to comfort 


myſelf by the mtegrity of my intentions, and to wait 
for the time of Heaven, who will draw me up the 
precipice down which he has ſuffered me to fall ? 
Preparations for ſupper interrupted this ſorrowful 
medley of diſconrſe and meditations, We were de- 
fired to ſit down to table. Roſe proteſted ſhe had no 
appetite, and the grief in which I ſaw her plunged, 
being as capable of taking away mine, we were about 
ordering the table to cleared, when hearing 
many perfons tumultuouſſy coming up ſtairs, two 
ſervants in waiting ſuddenly left us to inquire into 
the cauſe of the noiſe. They were ſcarce out of 
the apartment, when I heard many voices cryi 
out all together, Stand. This commotion woul 


dave raiſed in us a cruel perplexity, had we had 


* 5 
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to give ourſelves up to it; but we were ſtruck imme- 
diately with a ſight the molt proper in the world to 
cure all other thoughts but thoſe of joy. We ſaw 
enter boldly, whom? The Count of 8 and 
my brother George. They were armed in a war- 
like manner, and followed by ſeven or eight perſons 
arrayed like them. Roſe tell down in a ſwoon for 
joy and amazement. I confeſs, that under the ſur- 
= I felt myſelf, all my ſpirits were for ſome mo- 
ments in the utmoſt confuſion. 

Having run over with my eyes every one in 
the chamber, they appeared to me to wonder at. 
finding us alone, and as it were diſpoſed to eat 
. quietly a very elegant ſupper. At length running to 
the aſſiſtance of Roſe, upon whom they perceived the 
effect their preſence had produced, they were not 
long in bringing her to herſelf. But before they 
would ſatisfy the eagerneſs we had to ſpeak to them 
and hear them, they aſked us, if we had any other 
enemies in the houſe but ſervants. 
contented enough. with their ſervices to give them 
a better name, I anſwered, that they were at moſk 
only to be called our guards, and that I ſaw nobody 
with them. My brother ordered his ſervants, whom 
he had left below, to treat them with good temper 
and mildneſs, and contented himſelf with- putting a 
centinel at the gate. 5 
Being no longer able to reſiſt the deſire I had of 
learning from them the bottom of an adventure ſo 
range, I preſſed them to give us that ſatisfaction im- 
mediately. I even exacted from them to ſuſpend for 
a moment the careſſes they were impatient to ſhew 
Roſe. The Count, upon whom the trouble. of making 
this recital fell, put a high value on the facrifice to 
which I obliged him. In the mean time, his eyes be- 
ing employed-in making him amends for his loſs by a 
thouſaud paſſionate looks, he began by informing us 
of thoſe particulars, which his generoſity had hitherts 
left me in ignorance. of; that being intereſted in 
the fate-of my brother from the firſt account he had 
of his misfortune, he had never ceaſed to ſolicit his 
8 28 pardon 
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pardon by a great number of powerful friends 
that in truth the ſame reaſon that had hindered him 
from declaring himlelf earlier the lover of Roſe, did 
not permit him to make a noiſe with his ſolicitations 
but that having obſerved fewer meaſures from the 


time he had opened his mind to me in the eloiſters of 


the Carthuſians, he had puſhed that affair with ſuch 
good fortune, as to obtain all the conceſſions from 


the court they could well grant, which was a 


ſecret permiſſion to favour my brother's eſcape ; that 
having communicated the ſame to the governor of 
the baſtile, who was one of his beſt friends, they 
had agreed upon the time and means of the execu- 
tion: That the day was fixed at too great a diſtance, 
but having refle&ed, that nothing could more agree» 
ably ſurprize us upon his arrival at his eſtate, nop 
give him a more uncontroverted merit with George, 
than to rejoin us at a time we leait thought of in 
a ſafe and pleaſant retreat, he. had ventured the 
fame day to preſs the governor fo earneſtly, that he 
conſented to come into his meaſures that evening z 
that it gave him an extreme joy in going to receive 
my brother in a poſt-chaiſe, to be the 
pliment him upon his liberty, and at length to con- 
duct him directly to his eſtate, where he had diſcover» 
ed to him all his hopes, and the promiſe we had made 
him to be in the fame place that evening. | 
But fancy to- yourſelves, ſaid he, how great my 
aſtoniſhment and deſpair moſt be, when having paſt 
a part of the evening in waiting for you, I ſaw a 
perſon arrive to whom I had given it in charge to re- 
ceive you out of the convent. I diſcovered a ſhare of 
the truth by his embarrafſment. He told me, that 
having learned from the porter that you had gone off 
half an hour before, and being informed of all the 
eircumſtances of your departure, he was amazed to 


find ſucha difference between what had happened, and 


the orders he had received from me: that it was 
with one man alone with whom you had gone 


away, who had inquired for Mr Dean in my name; 


and that the conveniency he had for your journey was 
0 a hired 


17 


rſt to com- 
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3 hired coach. That you got into it immediately in of 
- a travelling dreſs with your chamber-maid and your hor 
trunks. In fine, confounded to fee his commiſſion froc 
already fo exactly executed, although he had not re- ove! 
ceived my orders above a quarter of an hour before, up 
be was for a long time perplexed to diſcover ſome com 
light to elear up this myſtery, but not receiving any ſtab 
1 account, he told me, be had taken the Twe 
— to inquire the meaning of it from my - | coac 
We were all ſo ſtartled at the ſtory, continued the | to c 
Count, that without the leaft heſitation we deter- ting 
mined in two words immediately to go to Paris, II at a 
remembered the ſubjects of alarm you had imparted ter t 
to me. My firſt care on my arrival there was to | thoſ 
fend one of my ſervants to your lodgings. - They || any 
- anſwered him, that you were gone for ſome time to of al 
the country. My fear inereaſing, I was caſt into de - rate 
- Fpair, becauſe the night had robbed me of all expe» me 
dients for following my impatience. I was obliged to J rant, 
wait tilt next day. I was myſelf about going this || he th 
morning to your lodgings, from whence I was in || unlu: 
hopes of drawing ſome little light, when I was in» | II 
formed that your valet defired to ſee me inſtantly. | fued 
He was in a condition to raiſe one's pity, dirty, diſ- | pend 
figured, ſinking under grief and wearineſs. Without I ately 
giving me time to at him a queſtion, he told me, | you t 
. with tears in his eyes, that you were flolen- away by || out © 
ſome treachery, and that he could ſuſpe& no body for we g 
it but my Lord Linch. A thouſand queſtions, which II begin 
- aſked him all in a breath, would have given me but lit · | my n 
tle inſight into the matter, if the boy, who appear - | to di: 
ed to be zealous and affectionate in your ſerviee, || to lea 
and who gave me room to judge from the manner he | ged en 
had told his tory, that you repoſed ſome truſt in || an or! 
bim, had not prayed me to give him the liberty to | all m 
_ anſwer with more order. He ſaid, that you had wait» | havin 
ed at the convent for the coach and guide I had | Linct 
promiſed you; one came to give you notice of their | get in 
: arrival, and you {ſuffered yourſelves to be carried off | ing tc 
without the leaſt miſtruſt. But you had ſcarce got * that 


- 
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of the ſuburbs of St Honore, when four armed 
horſemen, whom the darkneſs did not hinder him 
from knowing to be the ſervants of my Lord Linch, 
overtook the coach, and one of them coming cloſs 
up to him, drew out a poinard, and ordered him to 
come down without noiſe, if he had not a mind to be 
ſtabbed in a thouſand places. He gave way to force. 
Two of the horſemen remained to guard him, till the 
coach had got at a certain diſtance, and then leaving 
him alone in the middle of the road, they galloped off 
to overtake their companions. The hopes of get- 
ting upon their track made this faithful lad walk 
at a great rate as far as St Germain, inquiring af- 
ter them from every perſon he met on the road; but .. 
thoſe who had ſeen them paſs were not able to give 
any account where they ſtopped, and he, being out 
of all hopes of overtaking them, returned at the ſame 
rate to inform me of your misfortune. He came to 
me this morning at day-break, and not being igno- 
rant, ſays he, of the intereſt I took in your ſafety, 
he thought it proper to give me an account of this 
unlucky accident. = 

. The uncertainty what road you had taken, pure. 
ſued the Count, was the ſole reaſon that could ſuſ- 
pend our tranſports a moment. We ſhould immedi». 
ately have gotten to horſe, we ſhould have purſued 
you upon the track, we ſhould at leaſt have gotten 
out of Paris by the ſame gate; but where ſhould 
we go to, when we were ignorant on what fide to 
begin our ſearch? This cruel perplexity put it into- 
my mind to ſend about to all the hirers of coaches: 
to diſcover the coachman who had carried you, and 
to learn of him where he had ſet you down, I huge - 
ged myſelf for this expedient, and being fortified by: 
an order from the civil Magiſtrate, I immediately put 
all my domeſticks in motion. As to your ſervant, 
having learned from himſelf that he knew my Lord 
Linch's lodgings and his people, I charged him to- 


get information, as if by the bye, and without appear- 


ing to be oyer-curious in the matter, of every thing 
that might help to diſcover his deſigns, He yon | 


oO» 
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of bringing him to juſtice for des Peſſes's murder; 


but we forbid him taking any ſteps unworthy of us, 
or which at leaſt ought to be reſerved for the laſt ex- 
tremity. I cannot gueſs the meaning why we did not 
get another ſight of him during the whole day. 
Whatever diiigence my ſervants uſed in the execu- 
tion of my orders, they could not diſcover what 
they were in queſt of till the evening. They brought 
to us your coachman, who without any importuni- 
ty informed us, that he had ſet you down at Chatoux; 
and his own curioſity having made him inquire there 
who was the maſter of that houſe, he told it us with 
the ſame frankneſs. What we found difficult to believe 
upon his teſtimony was the readiaets and air of con- 
ſent with which he aſſured us you had ſuffered your- 
felves to be carried away ; but doubtleſs you were 
ignorant of the deſign of your journey, and the road 
you took. . What muſt have been your frights when 
you came to underſtand them! Ours indeed vaniſhed 
when we knew you were in the houſe of Mr de 
Sercine; we had no diſh-ulty in perſuading ours» 
ſelves, that you had no infult to fear in the houſe of 
a man of honour, Nevertheleſs, the importunities of 
my Lord Linch being of themſelves able to raiſe yow 


| prot vexation, and we imagining beſides that your 


berty might coſt us ſome effort, we thought it 
but prudence not to go without taking proper precau- 
tions to aſſure us of being maſters here, I armed 
all my domeſticks. My reſolution was upon bur 
firſt entrance to ſecure my Lord Einch, whom L 
ſuppoſed to be with you, and to have him guarded 


for ſome hours by my ſervants, to puniſh him by this 


fright for that he has given you. I have with me 
a coach and fix, that might carry you during that 
time to my eaſtle, eſcorted by a party of my peo- 
ple, and when I thought it ſeaſonable to give my 
Lord Linch his liberty, I ſhould have given him to 
underſtand in offering ſueh ſatisfact on as he might 
require, that a Frenchman is an enemy to artifice 
or tricks; and that they take more reſpectful ways 


to obtain what they love. But we have been very 


 agreeably 
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agreeably ſurprized, added the Count, to ſee a pro- 
found tranquillity reigning here, and to find only one 
ſcrvant at the gate, whom fear made confeſ that 
you had been in this houſe ſince yeſterday evening, 
By the time he had finiſhed this relation, and 
that Roſe and I began to give thanks to our dear de- 


liverers, I was interrupted by the arrival of my va» 


let, who came in without giving any notice, and 
was at firſt obliged to reſt himſelf ſome moments, be- 
ing quite out of breath. This ſcene having drawn 
all our attention, I preſſed him to explain the ſub- 
ject of his ſo great haſte, Yes, ſaid he in a kind 
of tranſport, which diſcovered the joy he had in 
ſeeing us again, I have admirable events to tell you; 
but firſt conſider together what reception you will 
give my Lord Linch, who is perhaps not above two 
hundred paces from this houſe. An information of 
this nature demanded in reality all our refleQtions 
the altonilhment it gave us made us immediately caft 
our eyes upon one another, as it were to conſult 
how we ſhould conduct ourſelves in this buſineſs, * 
Is he attended, aſked the Count? Jacin, ſo was 
my valet called, aſſured us, that he was on horſe- 
back, he and four others, and was followed by a chaiſe 
with two empty places in it, which retarded a little 
his march. After a moment's conſideration, the 
Count was of opinion, that being ſtronger in for- 
c2s than he, we ought to wait tor him quietly, and 
give him a free entrance into the houſe, to have 


the pleaſure of ſ:eing bis altoniſhment at finding us 


here in ſuch numbers. However, immediately to take 
from him all hopes of ſucceeding by violence, he 
gave orders to his ſervants to keep in the court, with 
their horſes, and to return immediately to the apart- 
ment as ſoon as he ſhould get into it. We waited | 
quictly the effet of this retolution. | 

Jacin, of whom I demand:d a farther account, 
told us, that having left the Count de 8S— , he went, 
according (o orders, to the bouſe where my Lord 
Lu. , ved, and that being informed: he was at St 


Germain, be, out of band, formed the plan of a fira- 


tagem 


a 
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tagem, which ſucceeded beyond his expectation. It 
is ſtrange, ſays he, drolling with a good grace, for 
A man of his ſort, that theſe rich Lords ſhould with 
impunity come to France, to kill and run away with 
us. We would not willingly become informers, be- 
cauſe we have too much greatneſs of ſoul to diſgrace 
ourſelves by ſuch baſeneſs ; but yet not having leſs 
wit, we are here ready with addreſs enough to put 
thoſe out of countenance, who have given us ſo much 
vexation. He continued to tell us more ſeriouſly, that 
He had gone to St Germain, and, having ſought an 
opportunity to ſee Linch, he found one immediately. 
Linch made a ſign to him to come near, and appear- 
ing to be ſurprized to ſee him without me, he aſk- 
ed him the reaſon of it. He having prepared his 
part, made heavy lamentations of my cruelty to 
Him, and pretending to have left my ſervice a few 
days before on occaſion of fome difference, of which 
He gave him the hiſtory, he begged his recommen- 
dation to ſome of his friends. In the end, appear- 
ing to be amazed to find him in ſuch tranquillity at 
St Germain, but my Lord, ſaid he, I ſee you here 
ſo careleſs of your danger, that it makes me trem- 
ble for you. Are you ignorant that the officers of 
the law are in ſearch for you in every corner of 

Paris? Somebody has given information that it is 
you who killed Mr des Peſſes, and his friends have 


ſet all the guards of the Marſhalſea upon the hunt 


For you. This piece of intelligence made him turn pale. 
His firſt duel had not been attended by many ill 
conſequences; becauſe having retired immediately 
to the caſtle of St Germain, the conſideration of the 
King had obliged the officers of juſtice to obſerve 
ſome reſpect, and nobody appearing to proſecute 
Him, the affair was huſh'd up of itſelf, and the ra- 
ther when the ſolicitations ſet on foot for my bro» 
ther had diſpoſed the court to ſome indulgence. 
He had the. boldneſs to appear publicly after he had 
recovered of his wounds, and that the ſame reaſons 
had clofed up the eyes of Juſtice, But apprehend- 
ing that the death of des Peſſes was a thing much 
| IE more 
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more ſerious, and being pag till now to flatter 
himſelf, that as the matter was ſecretly tranſacted, it 
might always remain undifeovered, he began to re» 
flet on the greatneſs of the danger. Follow me, 
ſaid he to Jacin, and gaining immediately the caſ- 
tle, he began to interrogate him more carefully up- 
on what he had heard, Jacin ſpared nothing to re- 
double his frights. At length having conſidered a 
long time; . You may be uſeful to me, ſaid he, and 
you ſhall be liberally rewarded ; I will come to 
you bere again in a few moments. He gave orders, 
on the other hand, to-one of his ſervants to get ready 
his horſes and chaiſe, and going up to the King's 
apartment, where he did not ſtay above a quarter 
of an hour, he came back again to Jacin. Hear 
me, ſaid he, the King has commanded me for Ire- 
land, and I think the voyage neceſſary. I would be 
gone this moment, if I did not wait for Mr de Ser- 
cine, with whom I have ſome buſineſs to ſettle. Take 
poſt, added he, putting ſome louidores in Jacin's 
hand, go and find out my maitre d*hotel at Paris, 
and bid him come immediately with you to receive 
my orders at Mr de Sercine's at Chatoux; you may 
be aſſured of finding me there at your return. Be 
faithful. The night, which was near approaching, 
came on opportunely to favour us. Jacin left him 
ſatisfied enough with what he had heard, and turned 


over to the high road all deliberations upon the 


lights he would willingly draw for diſcovering where 
we were, when he ſaw Mr de Sercine's coach come 
up, which drove forward to Chatoux. He obſerved 
the haſte Linch was in to make this gentleman alight, 
with whom he went aſide immediately, While they 
were in private converſation, Jacin dexterouſly e- 
nough entered into diſcourſe with ſome of the ſer- 
vants attending the coach, and having already miſ- 
truſted from this appearance of ſo much ſecrecy, 
that Mr de Sercine had ſome ſhare in the intrigue, 
he had no difficulty to draw a diſcovery from the 
ſervants, who were. leſs on their guard than he, and 
be mom beſides Mr. de Sercine had no reaſon to 


1 recommend 
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Tecommend it as a ſecret. Being overwhelmed with 
joy for having fo luckily diſcovered our retreat, 
the journey of my Lord Linch to Chatoux began to 
be altogether faſpicious to him. Why ſo much dili- 
—_ here the moment he pretended to go for Ire- 
and ? He had a mind alſo to acquaint himſelf fur- 
ther with the meaſures he was about taking for his 
departure. So not being in haſte to be gone, he wait- 
ed till the converſation with Mr de Sercine was at an 
end, and when Linch, ſurprized to ſee him there, 
preſſed him to get on horſeback, and renewed the ſame 
orders to him, he pretended to ride off, but return- 
ing again without being perceived, he found time 
to examine in what Voiture and with what atten. 
dance our raviſher was about to go off, He took 
nevertheleſs time enough before-hand to aſſure him- 
ſelf of being at Chatoux before him, with a reſolu- 
tion, as he ſaid, forthwith to demand aid of the heads 
of the village, if he perceived we ſhould be expoſed 
to the leaſt danger. 

I am perſuaded, added he, after this relation, that 
the enemy is not far off; although it muſt be confeſ- 
ſed he exaggerated a little in ſaying at firſt that he was 
not diſtant above two hundred paces from us. But I 

admire, added he, that you have not given attention 
to this empty chaiſe that he brought with him. Do 
vou believe that being on the point of going for Ire- 
And, his deſign was not to find a place for Mademoi. 
ile Roſe in it? This reflection ſeemed to be impor. 
dant enough to give us room to reproach ourſelves for 
ſuſcering it to eſcape us. I imagined myſelf, that if 
he came upon ſuch a black project, he would not 
ſtand in awe of numbers, and that in his deſpair 
he would have raſhneſs enough to riſk every thing. 
The Count and my brother laughed at my fears; 
nevertheleſs, I inſiſted abſolutely for the ſafety of my 
ſiſter, that ſhe ſhould not remain in the chamber 
where we propoſed to receive him, and it being as 
improper that Jacin ſhould appear in it before him, I 
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with The Count, who was too much provoked eaſily to 
reat, ¶pardon ſuch odious proceedings in his rival, formed 
an tO another deſign without imparting it to us. He left 
 dili- us under ſome pretext, and went down ſtairs to chanye 
r Ire- the orders he had given to his ſervants. Inſtead of mak. 
f fur- ing them wait in the court, he directed that none of 
r his them ſhould continue there to give one room to judge 
wait- Þ that the houſe was ſo well defended ; to the end that 
at an my Lord Linch might enter into it without any diffi- 
there, © dence. He ordered that all the horſes, not excepting 
: ſame I thoſe of his coach, ſhould be [hut up in the fable, 
eturn- and that all his ſervants {only one to wait at the gate, 
| time I and (hut it ſottly on Linch after he had got in) ſhould 
atten- attend within the houſe at the foot of the ſtairs, 
took | where he was reſolved to appear at their head. His 
e him- view, as he explained it to us afterwards, was to ſeize 
re ſolu- the bold raviſher, and to leave him in ſuſpence, whe-. 
: heads ther he had not fallen into the hands of the law: 
xpoſed I he would have left him only one of his ſervants, and 
have placed him in the chaiſe with him, having 
firſt interrogated him upon all the circumſtances of 
his deſign, and would have committed him to the 
charge of four of the Count's own ſervants to con- 
duct him to Dieppe, who ſhould force him to embark 
tention there for Ireland, by threatening to put him into the 
n. Do] hands of juſtice, ſhould he attempt giving them any 
for Ire-J trouble by the leaſt reſiſtance. 
ademoi. This manner of revenging himſelf not wounding 
impor. any law, I found no great difficulty in approving it; 
Ives for but the adventure took another turn. The Count 
, that if had not been more than a moment above ſtairs, when 
uld not my Lord Linch appeared at the gate. Ihe ſight of 
deſpair twelve or fifteen horſes, which they had not time 
y thing-fto put out of the way, and a multitude of ſervants, 
fears who were in motion in the court, raiſed in him all 
y of WY[thoſe notions which my valet had-endeavoured to fill 
chamber him with at St Germain. He had no doubt but that 
being as they were ſo many Archers of the Marſbalſea, who 
e him, Iſhad come to Chatoux to ſurprize him. This thought 
made him reſolve to truſt to the ſpeed of his horſe, 


ind he fled away, crying cut to his fervants to 
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follow. On the other hand, the Count's ſervants per- F. 
ceiving his eſcape, and. fretting that they had not Ca 
more ſucceſsfully executed their maſter's orders, per- m 
ſuaded themſelves, that in order to repair their ne- th 
gligence, they ought inſtantly to purſue him on the hi 
track, and uſe all their endeavours to come up with 70 
him. Their horſes were ready bridled and ſaddled, an 
they mounted in a hurry, and followed full ſpeed on le- 
that ſide, where they as yet heard the noiſe of the th 


runaways. 
We were not apprized of this incident till after 
they were gone. The Count, much vexed to ſee his for 


prey eſcape out of his hands, and more alarmed yet Se 
at the purpoſes-of his ſervants, whoſe zeal though in 
he was convinced of, yet he was not ſatisfied that it was tet 
accompanied with over much prudence, continued m. 
in an extreme conſternation until their return. I ſtr 
was not leſs diſturbed in my mind; but was much | £0: 
more ſurprized to ſee my brother the only perſon who or. 
appeared unconcerned, and who obſerving a ſtrict AC( 
filence upon every thing that paſſed before his eyes, bit 
ſeemed to affect not to take any part in theſe ad- £ wh 
ventures. I remarked this to him with ſome concern, Pr 
He anſwered me ſmiling, that I was ignorant how tio 
delicate the part was that he was under a neceſſity of | th: 
ſuſtaining, You do not knew, ſaid he, that, beſides at 

the conſent I have given in writing to my ſiſter's | fta 
marriage with. Linch, that raſh man addreſſed me the fur 

day before yeſterday to engage me in a new flep, | Lo 
which I find at preſent contrary to all my inclinati- | ign 
ons. Having repreſented to me in a fair light all | fuſ 

the advantages, that he was reſolved; to heap upon ||| leſs 

my ſiſter, he gave me the artitles containing them | bis 
ſigned with his hand, to which he added for me an | Cov 
annuity of two thouſand crowns for my hie. It one 

is true, continued George, that, dazzled with theſe || fer: 

, promiſes, and not having the opportunity of talking | bac 
id you for ſome days, I confirmed the word 1 had || of 1 
| given him not to oppoſe myſelf to his pretenſions, and do 
out of the many ways he propoſed to me of crown - coa 
ing them with ſucceſs, I excepted only _— few 

| rom 
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From hence, in all appearance, he has taken the oc- 
caſion of renewing his ſuit at the court of St Ger- 
main ; you need not doubt, added my brother, but 
that I put a vaſt difference between the Count and 
him, and that my preſent inclinations agree with 
yours; but bound as I am with my promiſes, I find 
an embarraſſment in my ſituation, and could wiſh at 
leaſt, in order to think myſelf authorized to break 
them, that Linch would prove unfaithful to his. 
While he held me in this diſcourſe, and that I 
was ready to give an eaſy anſwer to it, we were in- 
formed of the arrival of a meſſenger from Mr de 
Sercine. This gentleman had not forgot the earneſt 
intreaties I made him to acquaintus with the King's in- 
tentions, and in what manner his Majeſty had received 
my anſwer. Nothing was more capable of demon- 
ſtrating the honour of his views, than the care he 
took in giving us fatisfation ſo expeditiouſſy. He 
ordered us to be acquainted, that having given an 
account of our ſentiments to his Majeſty, he was 
highly offended at the boldneſs of my Lord Linch, 
who had always informed him, that the obſtacles 
proceeded only from me, and that my fiſter's inclina« 
tions were under a reſtraint. 'The meſſenger added, 
that the King left us at liberty, and highly diſſatis fieck 
at the conduct of Linch, had commanded him in- 
ſtantly to leave France. This explanation, ſerving: 
further to aſſure us, that on what deſign ſoever my 
Lord Linch came to Chatoux, Mr de Sercine was 
ignorant of his views, removed from us all our 
ſuſpicions, and even my brother thought himſelf 
leſs engaged to Linch by being apprized that 
his intentions and conduct were not approved by the 
court. But a new incident confirmed him all at 
once in this diſpoſition. One party of the Count's 
fervants being heard in the court, every one of us 
had the curioſity to wiſh immediately to be informed 
of what had happened to them. The Count, who ram 
down at the firſt noiſe, preſently brought up Linch's 
coachman, who was ſtopped with his chaiſe. Some 


out 
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out diſguiſe, he confeſſed that his maſter's proje& 
was to run away with Roſe in the chaiſe, and to carry 
Her to the ſea-ſide, where he had before forwarded 
one of his ſervants to provide a veſſel ready againſt 
his arrival. Being feartul of meeting with difficul- 
ties on his journey, he had taken the reſclution of 
travelling only by night, and of reſting in the day- 
time in ſome private and retired places, The chaiſe 
had been ſtored with proviſions to retreſh my ſiſter in 
{uch an inconvenient journey. Whatever temerity 
appeared to be in this enterprize, the ſequel of my 
recital too plainly demonſtrates the poſſibility of it. 
Linch would then have triumphed over the averſion 
of the unfortunate Roſe ; though in truth he would 
not have long erjoyed the fruits of his crime. For 
the relation alune of the danger ſhe had eſcaped, 
made Roſe fall into ſo deep a ſwoon, that we had 
reaſon to be alarmed for her life. What then would 
it have been to ſee herſelf torn without reſource from 
all that was dear to her, to fall into the hands of a 
man who was ever her utter averſion ? 

I was curious to learn how the raviſher could poſ- 
Nbly eſcape from thoſe who had ſecured his chaiſe, 
They informed us, that they had got very cloſe to 
him, but that the ſwiftneſs of his horſes, which 
were excellent Engliſh courſers, ſoon carried him out 
of their ſight and purſuit, An alarm fo terrifymg 
made us judge that love had given way to fear, and 
that we thould have no further inſult to apprehend 
from that quarter. My brother was the firſt to tell 
me, that aſter an attempt ſo contradictory to his late 
treaty, he thought himſelf difcharged from all his 


engagements, We deliberated upon what ſtep we 
were next to take. Although we had perhaps leſs 


danger to fear than ever tor Roſe's return to Paris, 
yet we could not defend ourſelves againſt the intreaties 
of-the Count, who preſſed us to go to his caſtle, 
But we conceived, that before our departure, duty 
would oblige my brother to go and make his court 
to the King, and to attempt to gain the protection of 
that Prince, by giving him an account of all the 
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proceedings of my Lord Linch. The night was not 
ſo far advanced, but that he might hope to appear yet 
at the King's couchee; and that hour would be more 
favourable than any other in the firſt days of his 
liberty, when it would not be decent to appear there 
openly. This precaution was recommended to him, 
and it was even inſiſted on that he ſhould change his 
name for the time he continued in France; inſomuch 


that inſtead of going by the name of the Earl of 


as he had hitherto done, he took the fictitious name 


of my Lord Tenermill. 


During the two hours of his abſence, I couid have 
wiſned to have had the power of entertaining the 
Count de S—— upon ſome important points, which I 
would not willingly conclude on without his partict- 
pation. *But it was impoſlible to ſeparate him one 


moment from my ſiſter. 


Theſe two tender lovers, 


being at length free for the firſt time, thought 
nothing more important than looking on each other, 
and receiving from one another's mouths thoſe aſſu- 
rances of happineſs, after which they had long panted. 
My preſence helping to relieve the modeſty of Koſe, 
L obſerved that ſhe appeared no leſs affected than her 
lover, and that the interruption I ſought to give to 
their pleaſures was as irkſome to her as to him, 80 
the only part I had to act until my brother's return, 
was to ſee and litten to them; and indeed having no- 
thipg ſo dear to me as the. contentment of Roſe, I 
was highly tranfported with joy to ſee her happy 


without any riſk to her innocence. 


My brother, to whom I gave no'other name than 
that he had juſt taken up, and under which he was 
preſented to the King, returned ſo ſatisfied with his 
journey, that he immediately diffuſed over us that 


air of joy, with which we ſaw him appear. 


He had 


made to that Prince a faithful relation of our adven- 
ture, which diſpoſed him to condemn- anew the vio- 
lences of Linch, and to promiſe us all the favours that 
opportunity ſhould offer him to grant us. Being 
even ſenſible of the obedience we paid to his orders 
emove from Chatous, he of- 


fered 


before we ventured to r 
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fered us a detachment of his guards for the ſecu» 
rity of our journey, and eomplimenting my brother 
upon his liberty, promiſed to employ his intereſt at 
the French court to obtain a reſtitution of his eom- 
Pany, and our little eſtate of Saiſſons. Mr de Ser- 
eine, to whom my Lord Tenermill had not alſo for- 
got to pay ſome polite compliments, aſſured us, with» 
out any exception, of his friend{hip and ſervices, and 
intreated us to make uſe of his houſe as if it were 
our own. | 

Such agreeable news, having diſſipated all our re- 
mainir g uncafineſs, we would have accepted for the 
reſt of the night of the offer of Mr de Sercine, if 
we had not conſidered, that to keep our retreat a 


more impenetrable ſecret, it was proper for us to 


make our journey in the dark. So having deter- 
mined on the ſpot to be gone, we judged it even uſes 
Jeſs to be attended by other ſervants than ſuch as 
ſhould be neceſſary about the coach, or at leaſt ſuch 
whom the Count had already intruſted with the ſe- 


cret. The others were left at Chatoux to guard there 


Linch's coachman till the next morning, with or- 
ders to give him his liberty about the middle of the 
day, that is to ſay, at ſuch time as it would be of 
little importance to us what relation he might make 
to his maſter. 

Our journey was ſhort and proſperous. The day 


began to appear by the time we arrived at the 
Count's caſtle, and made us obſerve, that we ſhould 
de ſecure from all kinds of fear in a houſe fo large, 


and ſo well defended by its fituation, Roſe was ex- 
tremely affected by the flattering compliments of the 
Count, who prayed her to look upon herſelf before- 


band as the abſolute miitreſs of all ſhe ſaw about her. 


This declaration could not appear to carry any un- 
certainty or doubt in it, conſidering the juſt aſſurances 
the had of being beloved. Every one having need 
af reſt at the end of a night ſo full of troubles, they 
thought of nothing but retiring to the apartments 
the Count had prepared for us. I was already in mine, 
and I began to judge by the filence that reigned 
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over the whole houſe, that every one was diſpoſed to 
fleep, when I heard a gentle knock at my door, 1 
opened it, and if I was amazed to ſee there the 
Count, I was yet much more ſo at the diſcourſe he 
made me, ö | 

You are at length, ſaid he, in a place of ſafety 
you are her maſter, and all the ſervants I leave be- 
hind me are of ſuch approved characters, that they 
will make it their ſtudy to honour and obey you. 
1 go with all the ſatisfaction I promiſed myſelf, being 

ured of the heart of the fair Roſe, and of your 
friendſhip; and theſe are the two bleſſings in which 
all the happineſs of my life is bound up. You go? 
interrupted I in a ſurprize. Yes, replied he, and 1 do 
myſelf this violence without regret. It is upon this 
condition that I haye prefſed you to accept of this 
retreat at my houſe, and I think, that during the 
firſt days of my mourning, decency does not permit 
me to continue here longer than is neceflary to receive 
you. If your complaiſance has hindered me from re- 
preſenting the matter in this light, my duty obliges 
me no leſs to pay ſome attention to it. I leave you, 
added he, horſes, coaches, carriages of ſeveral 
ſorts, and all the conveniencies that I can think of. 
Look upon them as your own, and do not moreover 
be ſparing of my - ſervices at Paris, where I go to 
wait upon your orders, till the time that the tyran- 
ny of cuſtom gives me liberty to return here to re- 
queſt your good offices for myſelf, | 

1 admired this delicacy in a lover ſo paſſionate, and 
my eſteem being ſtrengthened as much as my friend- 
ſhip, I embraced him, and confeſſed that I thought 
my ſiſter too happy in having acquired ſo much 
power over à heart ſuch as his. But as he prepared 
ſeriouſly to leave us, I prayed him to relieve me from 
an embarraſſment, which the deſire of obliging him 
had caſt me into, and which the ſituation wherein 
he left us would much increaſe. Not only, ſaid I, 
have I concealed from Roſe and my brother the laſt 
diſpoſitions of Des Peſſes, but not having had one 
moment of liberty ſince his death, I have not taken 
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the leaſt ſtep for ſecuring or clearing up our rights: 
am ignorant of the formalities of the law, and 
am moreover put to a full ſtop by ſome ſeruples upon 


which. it is neceſfary I ſhould conſult at leaſt my 


brother. Give me up, continued I, the promiſe I 
made you of fecrecy ; for as it is impoſſible by my 
own underſtanding to end an affair ſurpaſſing my 
power, ſo will it be no leſs difficult for me to im- 
part it to my brother, without raifing ſome jealouſy in 
Roſe, who will be alarmed to ſee us obſerve any: ap» 
pearances of a myſtery. The Count interrupted me, 
by giving me aſſurances, that he was ſtrongly taken 
up with every thing that I had repreſented to him, 
and that he had _hit upon a lucky propoſal, whick 
in a ſhort time he would impart to me. It you 
have neglected, ſays he, to take the uſual Reps, 
it is neceſſary to repair that negligence without de- 
lay, and by the leaſt power from your ſiſter 1 will 
undertake to expedite immediately every thing that 
can raiſe you any difficulty; you may obtain ſuch a 
letter of attorney from her without diſcovering ſor 
what uſe you intend it. As to what relates to my 
Lord Tenermill, added he, can any thing be more 
eaſy than to engage his ſilence from the conſiderati- 
on alone of his intereſt? He is without eſtate. Let 
us leave the enjoyment of Des Peſſes's inheritance to 
Him, for ſo long a time as fortune ſhall render 
this aid neceſſary for him. The Count looked on 
me in finiſhing this propoſal, and my ſlowneſs to an- 
ſwer perſuading him that I approved of it, he preſſed 


me to draw up a letter of procuration on the ſpct, 


and to get it ſigned by my filter. But though I real- 


ly found ſomething plauſible in this project, yet I 
prayed him to give me ſome days to reflect on it, 


and all I granted to his inſtances was a new promiſe 
to conceal yet from my ſiſter what Des Peſſes's affecti - 
In had done for her. Nevertheleſs, the notaries ha- 
ving ſpoken to me of taking off the ſeals as a preſ- 
fing neceflity, I went immediately to Roſe, and made 
her on my credit ſign a blank precuration, impower- 


ing the Count to do every thing according to cuſtom 
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for obtaining a probate of the laſt will of Des Pe ſſes, 
and allthe papers that might give a ſanction tohis cares. 

He left me, I employed one part of the morning in 
conſidering his propoſal, If he had done honour to 
the generoſity of his character, that generoſity ap- 
peared to me to be injurious to Roſe, from whom it 
raviſhed the merit of conferring herſelf a benefit on 
her brother, which the was very well inclined to. 
On the other hand, I was willing to free myſelf of my 
doubts concerning the juſtice of a ſucceſhon, to- 
which it did not appear at all to me that even the will 
of Des Peſſes had given a ſufficient foundation to our 
claim, I waited impatiently for my brothers riſing, 
and I gave notice privately, that I wanted to talk to 
him without witneſſes. 

Coming to my chambers with as much haſte as I 
had to talk to him, 1 interrupted his compliments 
upon our good fortune, by deſiring him to enter into 
a more ſerious conſideration. You know, ſaid I, the 
diſaſter of Des Peſſes, but you are ignorant that Hea- 
ven has made it turn to our advantage. This unfor- 
tunate young man on his death-bed left all his 
eſtate to your ſiſter. Although his will was uncon- 
ſtrained, and that theſe ſort of diſpoſitions are not: 
forbid by any law, yet I confeſs to yon, continued 
I, that in examining the circumſtances that preceded 
his will, I find in them reaſons tor. an important, 
ſcruple. Des Peſſes thought he was beloved by Roſe. 
He teſtified by his laſt words, and by ſome lines 
which I received from under his hand, that he carried 
this thought to the grave. It is without doubt to 
the power of ſo flattering a notion that we owe the 
advantages he has conferred on us. Have we a right 
to take the profit of them, when we are certain that 
they were founded upon a falſe ſuppoſition ? Your ſiſter 
is not yet informed of this. I was willing to open be- 
fore-hand my heart, and to propoſe to you my doubts ; 
you have honour ;. conſult with yourſelf. It is on your 
deciſion that my conduct ia this affair ſhall depend. 

During all my life I had few opportunities of 
diſcovering ſo clearly the bottom of the character of 
George, Without ſeeming moved at the happy news 
j a Ds I Trols 
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I told him, he turned all his attention on the diffi. inſil 
culty that appeared to lie in my way. Your ſcruple and 
Is juſt, ſaid he, and I thought as you did at the firſt fron 
glance. Nevertheleſs, it remains that I examine, if it we 
was from any ſtudied eomplaiſance from Roſe, or from cont 
any indulgence however little ſincere on your fide, anſy 
that Des Peſſes flattered himſelf on his death-bed that of t 
he was beloved; for it was not in your power to be- him! 
reave him of a thought, which it may be helped to malt 
give him ſome fatisfaQtion in the laſt moments of his of i 
life, and even pity would have hindered you from T 
diſturbing him in theſe thoughts, if the alteration of muc 
them had depended on you. It appears to me then, f mak. 


added he, that the only matter that may make you 
ſeruple to accept the favours of Des Peſſes is this, 
whether-you have employed any unworthy means to 
procure them. | 

This deciſion appeared to me ſo juſt, that I eagerly . tl 


embraced my Lord Tenermill, and thanked him for || fifter 
the confirmation he had given to my ſentiments. -You ſer vi 
ought to be ſenſible, faid I, to the obligations we owe ellate 


to Des Peſſes, and at leaſt after his death pay that enou! 
zuſtice, which is due to his merit, What will you ſay, thing 
added I, if it be you who are deſtined to gather the firſt- ment, 


fruits of his generoſity, Then relating to him all the nerm 
propoſals of the Count, I threw him into a greater whicl 
embarraſſment, than that from which he had re- ment. 


lieved me. Your diſcourſe aſtoniſhes me, ſaid he, 
after fome moments of confideration, and I confeſs, 

that among ſome caprices I fee in the procedure of the 
Count an admirable fund of delicacy and generofity, ] 
But ſuppoſing him ſo rich as to put Roſe in a condi- 
ion to be above taking benefit of the eſtate that Des ſucceſ 
© , Pefles has left her, it will not ſatisfy me that ſhe has Aut en 
nothing to ſuffer from thence; it is neceffary ſhe G 
ſhould give a formal confent to it, without which no- Juſt in 
thing in the world ſhall make me agree to accept of Thi 
the enjoyment of an eſtate of another, without title 
and without grant. I could not difapprove ſo noble 
a ſentiment, Nevertheleſs, the difficulty I foreſaw 
in reconciling fo many different intereſts made * | 
_ i BM 


= 
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b. inſiſt upon the condeſcenſion we owed to the Count, 
and conſequently upon the neceſſity of concealing 
| from Roſe Des Peſſes's legacy. What uſe can 
we then make of her income during the time ſhe 


— 


— continues ignorant of her title? My Lord Tenermill 
le anſwered, that the Count may enter into poſſeſſion 
5 of the eſtate upon his marriage, and that conducting 
= himſelf according to his own pleaſure, he may be 
* _—_— of the proper ſeaſon to inform his ſpouſe 
: of it. 

— There remained only one objection. But with fo 
of much delicacy, how, ſaid I, have you conſented to 
en, || make uſe in common with us of the Count's offer 
. of his houſe? He apprehended at once my thoughts: 
is, You deceive yourſelf, anſwered he, if you have fancied 
10 that I ſhall make uſe of it for any long time. I 


ſhall paſs ſome days here with that confidence I owe 
to the friendſhip of a man, who is to marry my 
fiſter, and who has bound me to him eternally by the 
ſervices he has done me; but though I am without 
eltate, I am not without hopes; and I have reſource 
enough from my birth and courage to expect ſome- 
thing from fortune. So with the moſt upright judg- ' 
ment, and the moſt generous ſentiments, my Lord Te- 
nermill always nouriſhed a fund of miſtaken pride, 
which I thought a dangerovs omen for his eſtablith- 
ment, However, I imagined that. the perſuaſions of 
the Count might prevail on him to ſtay wich us a- 
gainſt bis inclinations, at leaſt till the marriage of his 
fiſter, after which it would be then more eaſy to 
make him -enter into certain views that I always 
had for raiſing. bis fortune, and which might more 
ſucceſsfully be brought about by that of Roſe. With. 
aut encountering his notions, | was ſatisfied to recom. 
ſel mend filence to him upon all the particulars I had 
rr Juſt imparted. ; : 3 
t of This converſation did not fail to eontribute great- 
title ly to the repoſe of my mind, by adminifiring a ftea- 
oble fonable remedy to thoſe ſcruples of honour that had 
ſaw} laid hold of me. I went immediately to ſee: Roſe, -. 
and I made her thoſe. compliments of joy which / 
bay N con- 


IJ 
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confirmed hers. We paſſed near. five days in this 
agreeable ſituation, abſolute maſters of one of the 
prettieſt houſes in the world, and ſerved with as 
much reſpe& as zeal, Every day a meſſenger came 
to us from the Count with ſuch intelligences and 
news as he had to fend, and carried back ours, 
The day after his departure he ſent me an account, 
that the affair of the ſale was happily terminated, and 
that Des Peſfes's effects were lodged in a ſecure place, 
of which I ſhould have the diſpoſal on my arrival 
at Paris. I ſhewed this letter to my Lord Tenermill, 
and under the need he ſtood of a thouſand neceſſaries, 
J propoſed to him to make a free uſe of ſome con- 
ſiderable ſums of money that were found in Des Peſſes's 
cloſet. He even rejected this offer, proteſting that 
poverty itſelf ſhould not -make him touch the leaſt 
farthing of what belonged to Roſe without her con- 
ſent. ; Y . 
Jacin, whom I ſent often to Paris to make inqui- 
ries into my Lord Linch's ſteps, having aſſured me 


lodged, and that all his ſervants diſappeared after the 
adventure of Chatoux, I was perſuaded that he was 
gone to Ireland, and therefore ſaw no further rea- 
Ho to hinder me from leaving my ſiſter for ſome 
days, and going where my preſence was more 


compliments to the-Count, I had a further view of 
opening myſelf to him upon the ſituation of my bro- 


where his intentions were to ſollicit an employment 
in the army. l 
his low fortune with an extreme impatience, and 
that being upon the whole mortified to find himſelf 
not in a condition to appear at St Germain, his hu- 
. mour was become ſo melancholy, that he was per- 
petually in queſt of ſolitude. My ſenſibility for his 
troubles engaged me to enterprize every thing to 
aſlxage them, and moreover my thoughts were to 
ſtay him in France, where J did not think his for- 


— — — 


that he had not been ſeen in that quarter where he 


neceſſary, Together with the motive of paying ſome. 


ther, who talked every moment of going to Germany, 


I had remarked that he ſupported 


tune ſo deſperate as he fancied z and not 8 
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ecſs in perſuading him to accept of the aſſiſtances I 

offered him, IJ had a mind to concert ſome mea- 

ſures with the Count to make him relith them againſt 

his inclinations. Recommending my ſiſter to his 

care I took my leave, and was convinced at leaſt, 

that being charged with ſo dear a truſt, he would not 

attempt to carry his reſolutions into execution until 

my return.. | | 

I went to my old lodgings, where I only heard for 

news, that a young lady, whoſe name they did not 

| know, had often been there to inquire for me, and that 

| ſhe every day ſent one of her ſervants to know if (| 
] were come. This eagerneſs of an unknown perſon | 
not relating to any thing that might cauſe me un- 
t ealineſs, I thought of nothing but waiting on the 
t Count de 8 „My viſit filled him with joy. He 
had thoughts himſelf of paſſing ſome moments with 
us at his caſtle, to impart to us ſome new fruits of 
4 his affection and zeal. He had employed with fo 
e much ſucceſs the intereſt of the ſame friends, who 
e had obtained my brother's liberty, that our eſtate of 
je Saiſons, and all that had been taken from us upon 
as the firſt confiſcation, were reſtored to us. He added, 
a- that he was not out of hopes of obtaining a com- 
ne I miflion for my Lord Tenermill in a foreign regiment 
re in the French ſervice ; and he ſhewed me ſome let - 
ne ters that already amounted to a kind of certainty. 
of In relation to the inheritance of Des Peſſes, as an 
0+ affair of that importance required more ſlow pro- 
iy, ceedings, he found it neceffary to diſpatch a man of 
nt truſt to Bourdeaux, whoſe return he daily expected, 

ted and that he could not give me any light into the 
nd matter that I did not know before; but that having 
ſelf I conſulted many men of learning in the profeſſion of 
u- the law upon the validity of the will, he was ad- 
xer- © viſed that the fucceſs was certain, and he put me be+ 
his fore -hand into the poſſeflion of Des Peſſes's effects 


to lodged in a cloſet in his houſe, of which he gave a 
ro me the key. | ; - $7) 47 2 
or- It was of no uſe to ſpeak to him of the embar- 


uc- - raſſments of my Lord Tenermill, ſince the reſtituti- 
on 
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dn of our eſtate and other effects, which the law 
had confiſcated, were ſuſicient to make me eaſy on 
that head. But not being forryto know the bottom days it 
of his deſigns in regard to my ſiſter, I gave way upon 
to the impatience he ſhewed to paſs to this article. had © 
He was the firſt to ſpeak to me of his marriage, and rather 
to demand of me what bounds I was willing to put the op 
to the mortal violence he had laid on himſelf for up to! 
five days. I have judged myſelf, added he, with a expect 
rigour that I cannot repent of, if it has conduced to Roſe a. 
confirm me in your friendſhip and eſteem: But ing wo 
what efforts has it coſt me, and how tedious feems whole 
the time of my exile to which I am condemned? my eye 
I anſwered him plainly, that being not well verſed in ¶ ſuffer n 
the cuſtoms of France, I did nat think myſelf qua - fquGon - 
ified to determine his difficulties z but I was of ſame ac 
opinion, that he onght beſides mine to take the ad- ¶ moſt de 
vice of his friends, to whom nothing ſtood in his modeſt) 
way to prevent his imparting his deſigns. Your : 
youth, faid I ſmiling, and the advanced age of the 
wiſe you have loſt, give you perhaps a Tight to 
cut ſhort-decorums a little. We paſſed over one 
part · of the day in entertaining ourſelves on a ſub- 
ject that I coveted with as much ardour as he. He 
could not conceal from me, in the courſe of our 
converſation, that he had nnexpeRedly fallen into ſome 
perplexing affairs, but that I had more diſcretion 
than to defire to dive, into them. Flattering myſelt, 
faid he, that they will be ſoon determined, I am about 
taking all meaſures, that my mourning began to per- 
mit me, for the advancement of my hopes. We 
parted with all the ſatisfaction of two upright and 
ſincere hearts, that equally relied on each other, and 
which had the ſame eagerneſs to be ſoon united by 
bonds even yet more ſtrict. 
My defign was ſpeedily to rejoin my Lord Tener- 
mill and my ſiſter, to whom I had the happy fruit: 
of my journey to carry. I went to my lodgings 
with the reſolation to be gone off hand. Upon my 
arrival at the door I found 'it crouded by a very 
-- acat xquipage, the liveries of which were all i 
. PE mourn 
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mourning; and Jacin, who came to meet me, gave 
me information, that a young lady, who had many 
days impatiently inquired for me, had come herſelf 
upon hearing I was arrived at Paris, and that ſhe 
had ordered my chamber *to be opened, where ſhe 
rather choſe to wait three or four hours, than loſe 
the opportunity of ſeeing me. I immediately went 
up to her without being able to gueſs what I was to 
expect from this viſit Her form ſurprized me, 
Roſe and Patrick's ſpouſe, who were the molt charm- 
ing women I had hitherto feen, could not upon the 
whole come up to what I ſaw in her at one caſt of 
my eye. My admiration was even too ſtrong to 
ſuffer me often to lift up my eyes upon ſuch a pro- 
fuſion of charms, and I caſt them down with the 
ſame amazement. 'The unknown lady was in the 
moſt deep mourning, and receiving me with as much 
modeſty as favour, ſhe put into my hands a letter, 
which the told me ſhe was commiſſioned to give me. 
I obſerved, that ſhe could not pronounce theſe four 
words without ſhedding ſome tears. I prefied ber to 
fit down, and not aſking her for any farther expla- 
nation under the embarrafſazent I was, I ſeated my- 
ſelf oppoſite to her, praying her to excuſe my open» 
ing the letter. | 

I immediately knew the hand- writing of Patrick. 
My curiofity increaſing with my troable, I greedily 
ran over the lines. The laſt advertiſements of Des 


Peſſes all at once occurred to my memory, and al- 


though at the time I received them they made but 
a tranſient impreſſion on me, which had even been 
diminiſhed by the troubles I had continually endured, 


yet now I reflected on them with ſo much the more 


fear, as circumftances very mournful appeared to 
be the conſequences of them. I had written never- 
theleſs to Patrick after my arrival at Paris, but my 


letter contained only a relation of my firſt diſa- 


cement with Linch, and of the ſituation in which 
found my fiſter. I had not received any anſwer 


from him. In fine, from the character I had always 
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told me in an obſcure manner, and what my pre» 
poſſeflion in favour of a brother ſo reaſonable, and ſo 
virtuous, had not yet given me room to appre- 


hend. | 
Nevertheleſs, what I diſcovered moſt ſurpriſing 


to me in his letter was the name of the young 


lady whom he recommended to me. I ſuddenly raiſ- 
ed up my eyes on her with the marks of a ſharp diſ- 


turbance, and I was yet more moved with the ſitua- 


tion in which I ſaw her. She held her handkerchief 
cloſe to her face, as well to ſtifle her ſighs, as to con- 
ceal her tears. I read over her name twice, doubt- 
ing that I might have miſtaken it the firſt time. It 
was Mademoiſelle de L—, Patrick's former miſtreſs. 
He conjured me in few words, but with all the forci- 
bleneſs that love could give to his expreſſions, that 1 
would afford her one part of the affection J had for 
him; and fince, ſaid he, a fate fo cruel had made 
me ſerve as an inſtrument to his ruin, he recommend. 
ed at leaſt to my friendſhip and care a perſon who 
had formerly contributed to his happineſs. The ſer- 
vices. he required for her were to aid her with my 
advice, and above all to eſtabliſh her in the acquaint- 
ance of Roſe, to whom ſhe was already a little known, 
and by whom it is certain, added he, that ſhe will 
be ſuddenly beloved with tenderneſs. | 

This propoſal appearing to me very innocent, and 
worthy of the natural goodneſs of Patrick, I recover- 
my alarms. Far from being 
troubled with the viſit of Mademoiſelle. de L—, I re- 
joiced at the opportunity of becoming acquainted with 
her; and to explain all at once what I have already 
only ſlightly touched on, this was not the firſt time 
I thought of her ſince my Lord Tenermill-had-obtain- 
ed his liberty. My own reflections had often made 
me regret that ſhe was not in France, and looking on 


the inclination the had for Patrick as a diſpoſition 


that might eaſily prepoſſeſs her in favour of his bro- 
ther, I flattered myſelf, that if he could fee, and 


make his addreſſes to her, he might ſucceed without 


much trouble in inſpiring her with the ſame * of 
| ; By 1 ts 
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ſentiments ſor him. Even his abſence had not hin- 
dered me from nouriſhing this thought. It would 
be always eaſy for my Lord Tenermill to make a 
journey to Germany as ſoon as he could diſcover the 
place of her abode ; he might procure the opportu- 
nity of ſeeing her, and inſenſibly improving her affec+ 
tions, from that time at leaſt wherein ſhe ſhould have 
the liberty to diſpoſe of herſelf, In fine, theſe were 
the views | had for his eſtabliſhment, although divers 
reaſons had hitherto hindered me from making an 


overture of them to him. 


With theſe ideas, joined to the motive I had to os 
blige Patrick, and even pity, from which I could not 
detend myſelf, for this amiable young lady, whom I 
had before my eyes, I could not think of hardening 
myſelf againſt her tears. My curioſity only led me 
to inquire inte the cauſe of them, and of that 
mournful dreſs in which I ſaw her. Do not doubt, 
Madam, faid I, with all the ſweetneſs I could bring 
into my looks and words, but that a letter ſo. preſſing 
as this of my brother, may affure you of all ſorts of 
claims to my moſt zealous ſervices. I already, from 


the bottom of my heart, enter into thoſe griefs that 


ſeem to afflict you, and it I did not fear to exaiperate 


them by any indiſcretion, I would intreat the favour 
to know from whoſe loſs you wear this habit, and 


ſhed thoſe tears. * 


Alas ! anſwered ſhe, wiping away her tears, 
which immediately began again to flow againſt her 


will, he whom I lament ſhall never be reſtored to 


me any more. Then ſtopping herſelf a moment, 


a if ſhe had changed her thoughts; my mourning, . 


added ſhe, for this is only one of my lofſes that 
you can be ignorant of, is for the death of my fa- 
ther, whom LI loſt about two months ſince. This is 


a misfortune to which the tenderneſs of nature 


ought to make me ſenſible, and it is not from the 
iches he has left me that I can hope to draw any 
onſolation. But I have nothing remaining to ex- 
pet, ſince that which I only deſired, and which I 
qckoned to find here, is * from me without 
remedy. 
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to his death all his ſolicitations to accept of a huſ- 


— Lience till the courſe of nature ſhould inſure me of 
Jiberty to fulfil my engagements. 


anſwer from him. During the time that my pre- 
vantage, and that I prepared to leave Germany te 


- artifice, one of his friends arrived, and filled me wit 


remedy. She then began again to lament bitterly, patience 
I apprehended what ſhe durſt not ſpeak to me with I y make 
more plainneſs, and being willing to avert thoſe ex · I letter 


- Planations, that could not fail to raiſe in me ſome ¶ and put 


embarraſſment, I coafined myſelf to aſk her how ſhe ¶ vrit to 
had received thoſe tidings from my brother. But ¶ 1lnow w 
the was encouraged by this queſtion to explain her- ¶ tere, a 
ſelf to me more clearly. It is not with you, ſaid ſhe, day whi 


that I would diſſemble the horror of my fate. I love Iven ang 


yur brother; I thought I was adored by him. Ah! Nnould 1 
I was fo indeed, added ſhe interrupting herſelf. He , letter 
was a man of no artifice to give me reaſon to fear a I found 
character ſuch as his. He renewed his faith to me 4 by the h. 
few days before my departure from France; I gave 5). appe 
him mine. This thought has fupported my conltan» Ee (uric, 
ey, and even my joy itſelf, during near a year that Itheleſa te 
I paſſed in Germany. My father was of an age that tears; 1 
did not promiſe him a much longer life. I reſiſted Eto as m 
els, that 
drawn m 
cites my 
| F 
ou who 
N 2 ſes he 
At length, continued ſhe, my ſather died, and IIund he af 
with reverence paid bim the laſt duties. Being ſet his love. 
at liberty, from thenceforth I indulged myſelf inf}; miese 
a ſatis faction, on which my ideas of decorum and... be _—_ 
modeſty had till then perhaps made me too reſerved It before-h 
I writ into France to your brother ; I received noſngageme 


ad obſer\ 
erity and 
bewing at 
y fond c 
9 % perjui 
joy to find that he came in ſearch of me on your 3 
brother's behalf, and being not leſs tranſported to find his ſortune 
me in the ſame difpolitios that he expected, he im She held 
mediately went for Ireland, where he told me that hin 1G 
affairs had called him, and that be burned with im wage he! 
| patienc 


band from his hands; and contenting myſelf with 
the reſolution I had taken not to do: any thing du - 
ring his life againſt his will, I waited without impa - 


made me explain every thing to his ad- 


ſupply in my-own perſon what my letter was def 
cient in, which I imagined might be ſtopped by ſome 


/ 
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ly. ¶ patience to carry news to him, which would ſudden- 
ith iy make him croſs the ſeas. I gave in charge to him 
ex* WW 2 letter that contained all the flames ef my heart, 
me and putting myſelf on my journey to France, I again 
the W writ to Ireland on the road, to let your brother 
Zut ¶ know where I intended to lodge at Paris. I arrived 
ere there, and with what ardour did I not wait for the 
he, day which I thought fixed by the command of Hea- 
ove ven and by our oaths. Alas! a day came which 
\h! Fhould have been the laſt of my life. I received 
He a letter with that which I have given you, wherein 
r a Il found the ſentence of my death written and ſigned 
1c 4 Hby the hand of your brother. Oh! Perfidious !-— 
AVe She appeared ready this moment to give herſelf up ts 
an» Ithe furies of an outrageous love, but coming never- 


that tears; I do not accuſe him of perfidy ; I lameat his 
ſed Fete as much as my own; for he calls Heaven to wit» 
ary” ies, that he is the moſt miſerable of all men. He has 
Wi 


drawn me a picture of his ſufferings, which even ex- 
cites my compation. His letter has pierced my 
He prays me to addreſs myſelf to you; to 


ſes he is fallen, ſays he, into an unavoidable abyſs, 


nd IIind he aſſures me that you will give me teſtimony of 

x ſet his love. Tell me then to whom ought 1 to aſcribe 
If * ur misfortunes? Make me comprehend how one 
an 


an be married without willing it ? without knowing 
before-hand ? without loſing his fidelity for other 
ngagements? In fine, how can one be perfidious, 


Id obſerve at the ſame time the language of ſin» 
ad · erity and conſtancy ? But let me rather. added ſhe, 
Ms bewing an indignation againſt herſelf, tell me how 


yy fond credulity has yet made me blind to the crime 

met a perjurer? What fatal inclinations has forced me 
believe him rather unfortunate than guilty, and to 
ment, it may be, more bitterly than himſelf for his 

usfortune. 8 

She held her peace, expecting my anſwer. The 

tplanation ſhe demanded of me not being able to 

Mage her pains, and expoſing me to miſunderſtand» 


ings 


theleſs to herſelf; No; replied ſhe, redqubling her 


ou who can inform me by what fatal chain of 
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ings that I was willing to avoid, all my ſtudy was to 
calm her paſſions by polite compliments that carried 
no meaning in them, but which might be taken in a 
favourable ſenſe. I affared her, that Patrick was ſin 
cere, and that, .in the fituation he had been placed, 
honour was to him an indiſpenſible law for the con- 
duct he obſerved ; but that far from loſing the ſenti. 
ments he had for her, he had expreſſed them to me 
with the greateſt force, in order that I might com- 
municate them to her; that independent of his let- 
ter, wherein he had preſſed me earneſtly to diſcover 
them, the thould find me ready to give her all fort of 
proofs ; that the would infallib y find, the ſane diſpo- 
fitions in my ſiſter, and that if her intentions were to 
ſee her. I offered her that ſatisfaction the ſame day, 
in undertaking to conduct her. to a moſt, agreeable 


country, where we were retired. She accepted my 


offers with fervency, and, as if ſhe had flattered her- 
felf to draw from Roſe more conſolation and light 
than ſhe expected from me, (he did not add one word 
more relating to the ſubject of her pains, Having 
aſked me what hour I propoſed to go, ſhe promiſed 
to take me up in a commodious coach. I informed 
her in general of the reaſons that made me with ſhe 
would not take with her any great retinue. She con- 
ſented to be attendzd only by her governante, who 
waited in the antichamber during our converſations 

and a ſingle lacquey. | 
This was an amiable companion I carried to my 
fiſter, and I naturally found the opportunity 1 deſired 
of contriving an union between her and my Lord 
Tenermill. Theſe two thoughts afforded me an equal 
fatisfaction; I ſaw her with joy return to. me, and 
during our journey I renewed to her the aff irances 
of my zeal and eſteem. She ſpoke little; her grief 
ſeemed to poſſeſs. her entirely. Upon our arrival, 
my brother and ſiſter, who knew her immediately, 
were eager in loading her with all ſorts of careſſes; 
but ſhe longed to be alone with Roſe. She ſtole away 
with her, and we left them the liberty they were de- 
ſtrous of. 
| I attendec 
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I attended to nothing ſo much as the curioſity 
my Lord Tenermill ſhewed me by his queſtions. I 
know not, faid I, by way of prevention, it we ſhall 
be once agreed in our notions ; bat I will not ſeru- 
ple to diſcover mine to you, If I have no other 
part in the viſit of Mademoiſelle de L— than in 
the aſſent I have given to her deſires and to thoſe of 
Patrick, who bas preſſed me by his letters to knit 
an intimate union between her and Roſe; I have 
no leſs thoughts that this opportunity may turn to 
your advantage, and that wich a little complaiſance 
and pains you may eaſily ſucceed. in the by-paſſed 
hopes of your brother. He ſtopped me thort. 1 
ſhould have thought as you do, ſaid he, if you had 
not apprized me of Patrick's. torments ; but all the 
charms, and all the riches of the world, ſhall never 
make me betray a brother I love. I had recounted 
to him truly the circumſtances of his brother's-mar- 
riage ; he had liſtened to me without either con- 
demning or applauding me. But I did not know 
that Patrick, who thought him till in the Baſtile, 
had writ dircaly to impart to him what he called a 
fatal adventure, and that opening to him his heart, 
he had ſpoke of Mademoiſelle de L— as of the only 
perſon he poflibly could love. He made me never- 
theleſs, this overture, to juſtify, as he ſaid, a reſuſal, 
which I might look upon as whimſical enough; that 
far from doing an injury to the amours of his bro- 
ther, he was reſolved, added he, to forward them 
to my with all his abilities. . 
leſired Surprized at an anſwer, that appeared to me more 
Lordi extravagant than his refuſal, I preſſed bim to give me 
equalſſa further explanation of it. Very freely, replied he; 
e, acd 1 know Patrick is too much a man of honour to live 
rances in any miſunderſtanding with his wife Eſteem and 
r grief gratitude are the ſentiments that are her due, and 
rrival, which he will always have for her. But if-his paſſion 
iately, for Mademoiſelle de l is ſuch as he repreſented it to 
reſſes ¶ We, what ſhould binder him from coming over to 
e awayſſſ*rance, and making himſelf happy, if he can, with 
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| that a man of his age can ſo eaſily diſpoſe of his 
with an air of ridicule and mockery, raiſed in 
given me indignation. No, my Lord, no, faid | 


truth, religion does not at all teach that it is a! 


that may aſſure us of a victory over them; unhapp 
. | | ar 
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2 miſtreſs who indeed merits his love? This is the re © 
advice, added he, that I have given him in my an- that 


ſwer, and I have even exhorted him to bring his wife ¶ when 


with him, who will eaſily find means of comforting ther, y 
herſelf in the amuſements of Paris. | - Four y 

I confefs this criminal wantonneſs heated my zeal. If proteſt 
J had done myſelf a violence for ſome months to iff the be 
wink at every thing that was not avowedly oppo- ¶ ſentimy 
ſte to my principles, and, convinced by the expe- ¶ tributiz 
Fience of what had paſſed, that natural weakneſs WW eſſence 
requires indulgence and diſcretton, I had perhaps I men w. 
ſometimes made juſtice give way to the tender con- him, at 
fiderations of charity. But not ſeeing in this caſe Ia duty, 
any appearance of the leaſt poſſibility of reconci- Win a lit 
hation between his opinion and duty, I demanded Eto our x 
briſkly of the prophane Tenermill, if this language Wit was I 
proceeded from the bottom of his heart. + Far from Nadviſed 
taking any occaſion from my diſcontent to retrat Wof his ! 
what he had advanced, he continued to banter me in 
the ſame ſtram by upbraiding me for my ſcruples, 
that made me, added he, lofe the merit of an hundred the com 
good qualities in the eyes of men of honour, and not think 
which in a word diſgraced my politeneſs and wit. 
Can you, added he, change the cuſtoms of the world! Would ta 
Can you hinder thoſe, who are obliged to live in it, 
from being alſo conformable to the maxims of it? 
Yours are admirable, I confeſs, but in the name of 
goodneſs keep them to yourſelf, For what reaſon Fuſto 
did you force Patrick to marry a woman odious to 
him, if you had not ſome recompence or amends in 
view to make him? Does your religion tell you 


heart? This diſcourſe, which was accompanied 


me at length as much pity, as it had befor 
© coun 

Fer. to th. 
zed' to 
in, I had 
bad fait 
ile, by a 


2& 
F 


to him in a ſtrong and ſerious voice becoming 


eaſy taſk to vanquiſh thofe paſſions, which ſhe con 
demns ; but ſhe offers to us every moment fuccov 


— 
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are thoſe who flight them. I cannot think, added I, 
that your heart correſponds with your mouth, and 
ſe hen you talk of the advice you have given your bro- 


ig IN ther, you have doubtleſs ſought nothing bur to exerciſe 


four wit in à wanton banter. He interrupted me by 
al, I proteſting with ſome polite imprecations in uſe among 
to I the beau monde, that nothing was ſo ſincere as his 
z0- I ſentiments; that I did wrong to religion in at- 
Ye» tributing to it thoſe nigours, that are not of the 
eſs {ſence of it; that the important point for weak 


aps men was to render to God that homage they owed * 


one ¶ him, and that by acquitting themſelves of fo juſt 
-aſe Ia duty, they acquired a right of indulging themſelves 
aci- Nin a little liberty” towards the pleaſures agreeable 
ded Mito our nature; that he could not fee after all of what 
age it was I would make a crime; and that not having 
rom Nadviſed Patrick to come in queſt of the ſatisfaction 


horted him always to conſerve a juſt confideration 
tor his wife, he had propoſed to him nothing but 


not think they offend Heaven in procuring themſelves 
f pleaſure, which is prejudicial to no body; that if I 


roughneſs and ill nature, that made me condemn 
very thing not ſquaring with my own ideas; that 
mwuſt break altogether with the world, or purſue its 
uſtoms. In fiae, this torrent of prophane eloquence: 
duld not be eaſily ſtopped, if in the vexation of 
earing ſuch miſerable arguments I had not inter- 
pted him in my turn to intreat him to change the 
iſcourſe : I had but few hopes left of inſpiring him 
th other principles, or at leaſt ſuch an alteration 


nt, I had even remarked, ſince our reſidence in 
e country, that he had been leſs regardful thaw 


dn, I had dextrouſly drawn it from himſelf, that 
had finiſhed the corruption of his mind in the 
tile, by an acquaintance he had made . — a 
- A i | | rench 


of his heart with his miſtreſs, without. having ex- 
the common practices of men of honoyr, who do 


vould take good advice, I ſhould lay afide this 


ould not be effected in an entertainment of a mo- 


ingÞPer. to the common truths of religion, and ſur- . 
ized to find in him this new ſtep- to deprava- 
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would not retuſe to receive them. 


all human projets are ſubject to the ſame revoluti 
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French priſoner, called the Abbot of B, of whoſe 


wit and learning he was every. moment boaſting, 
Avoiding therefore to engage myſelf in further diſ- 
euſſions, from which I expected to draw no profit, I 
ſpoke to him of the new ſervices which the Count de 
8 had done us, in obtaining a reſtitution of 


our confiſcated effects, and I propoſed to him to 


go to Paris, as well to thank ſuch a generous friend, 
as ſpeedily to take poſſeſſion of the benefit of it. 
This news gave him ſo much joy, that it took 
from him all the memory of what we had been 
employed on, After ſome explanations he took his 
leave to prepare himſelf to go off the day follow- 
"Wang 

Tt IJ had the power of commanding my paſſions 
during our diſcourſe, yet I cannot ſay I was fo 
moderate in keeping myſelf from the moſt bitter 
grief, when I reflected on the character of this un- 
tractable brother, and the effects I had yet reaſon to 
fear from thence to the ruin of my repoſe. He 
rejected a propoſal that every other man would have 
embraced with eagerneſs; this was to neglect his own 


intereſt, and this imprudence drew down miſchief 


only on himſelf: But what a.dreadful advice had he 
given to Patrick? and recalling to my mind all at 
once the laſt words of des Peſſes, and the relation 
of Mademaiſelle de L—, what had I not to fear from 
his other character, of which, it is true, I knew the 
goodneſs and integrity, yet in him even thoſe two 
qualities were almoſt as much ſuſpected by me as 
vices? I thought it long till I ſaw Roſe married. 
Upon the ſpot I took the reſolution of repaſſing in- 
to Ireland, to confirm the wavering virtue of Pa- 
trick, I ſhould have thought all my duties fulfill 
if 1 had once employed my cares on thoſe wh 
I even hugged 
myſelf with this notion, and not remembering, that 


ons, as every thing is that we ſee about us, 
thought thoſe new views ought. to ſuffice for pro 
curing me tranquillity. In the mean time, I receive 
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divers intimations that already raited in me ſome 

„ foreſight of a misfortune, with which I was threat- 
3 ned. An unknown horſeman was feen many times 
1 riding round the caſtle, who ſeemed to examine 
je | curiouſly every thing about it. Another inquired 
of by whom it was inhabited. Theſe circumſtances, of 
to I which I was advertized, and which I imparted to my 
d, Lord Tenermill, were not capable of inſpiring us wich 
it. much fear. We had faithful dome ſticks about us, 
or plenty of arms, and aids always at hand from a 
en neighbouring Hamlet, whoſe inhabitants were nu- 
his merous and reſolute, and firmly devoted to the Count. 
\w. I The ſituation alone of the caltle ſecured us ſuffici- 
ently from all unexpected and nightly inſults. But 

ons though my ſiſter happened to be in little danger 
ſo bere, yet I was on the point of experiencing, that 
ter our great ſecurity might prove pernicious to myſelf, 
un- Mademoiſelle de L having come to us at ſupper- 
n to] time with Roſe, I eaſily perceived that their interview 
He] had been melancholy, and attended with abundance 
have of tears. I affected nevertheleſs not to thew as if I 
own] had obſerved it; and being unwilling to enter into 
chief any uſeleſs confidences, I prayed my Lord Tenermill 
d he] not to let any thing eſcape him in my preſence, that 
11 at Pight engage me in them whether I would or not, 
ation He went away the day following. ' he two ladies 
from never ſeparated from one another a moment during 
„ the] his abſence ; and the pains they took in perpetual- 
e twoll hy ſeeking after ſolitude gave me room to judge from 
ne as} what intereſts-they found ſo much pleaſure to enter- 
rried Wan themſelves with, Three days had paſſed over 
-n.{fince the departure of my brother, when 1 ſaw him 
Irrive by polt about the fall of the night. The air 
Jof melancholy, wich which he accoſted me, made me 
nollerxpect ſome unlucky news. I was not deceived. Leſs 
Waken up with his own affairs, that had been hap- 
ly terminated, than with thoſe of the Count, of which, 


noved with what he had to ſay, he began to 
ell me, that the friends of the late Counteſs de 
Vor. II. . S — 


bis gratitude made him ſhare the trouble, he im- 
mediately took me aſide, and appearing to be much 
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8— had inſtituted a ſuit for recovering her in- 
heritance, under pretence, that, in her long ſickneſs, 
which had carried her to her grave, the was not of à 
ſound mind and memory to qualify her by law 
to diſpoſe of her eſtate, and that looking even on 
her marriage as an action but little rational, they 
pretended to nullify it, as well as the contract, by 
which ſhe had given all her wealth to the Count, 
and to make void the will confirming that diſpo- 
ſition. 'The proceedings had been commenced when 
I made my laſt journey to Paris, and it was this 
embarraſſment that then troubled the Count. But the 
parties had juſt obtained a ſentence, by which all the 
effects were put in ſequeſtration till the concluſion 
of the ſuit, and that he had left to him only the 
enjoyment of the caſtle wherein we then reſided, 
He had not imparted this vexatious affair to me, 
becauſe he could not at that time toreſee the con- 
| ſequences of it, and he hoped to be delivered from 
the trouble before we ſhould get any information of 
it: But beginning to fear every thing for his for- 
tune, he had opened himſelf that morning to iny 
brother, The loſs of his wealth alarmed him much 
leſs than the concern of his love. He trembled, 
left his misfortunes ſhould cool our inclinations, and 
with his riches he ſhould loſe thoſe rights we bad 
given him over the heart of Roſe, Tenermill, to whom 
generoſity was a natural virtue, confoled him by 
all the aſſurances of eſteem aud affection, that ſhould 
for ever ſtand proof againſt adverſity ; but in per- 
ſuading him that he might rely upon his conſtancy, 
he had not encouraged him ſo eaſily to build upon 
that of my ſiſter's and mine. He came at the Count 
requeſt to ſound our diſpoſitions. Having finithed 
his relation, he exhorted me ſeriouſly to conſider 
that merit and birth ought to be preferred to by 
es, and that Roſe, with des Peſſes's inheritance, ha 

nothing to do but conſult her inclinations, Far 
from, condemning thoſe thoughts, I was in rapeoret 
to ſee him inclined of himſelf to that point, which 

ſhould have laboured to have inſpired with, "y 
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bad ſhewn the leaſt repugnance to it. In lament- 


„ing the misfortunes of the Count, I felt a ſecret | 
à joy in ſeeing our ſituations changed, and to find it 


win ſome manner in our power to do for him what 
n he had fo generouſly done for our family. There 
y WW was no doubt to be made, but that Roſe would enter 
into the ſame. way of thinking; but not being able 
t, to reſolve to tell her ſuch news as muſt afflict her, 
o- MW without adding to it immediately a juſt motive of 
n conſolation. F determined to acquaint her with the 
is laſt will of des Peſſes, which I had concealed from her 
he MW out of complaiſance for the Count. Tenermill ap- 
he proved of my thought, and judged as J did, that 
on the preſent eircumſtances would diſengage me from 
he my promiſe. . 
od. Roſe could not hearken to the firſt- part of my 
ne, MW ſtory without a piercing ſorrow, The ſtreams im- 
:0- mediately guſhing from her eyes convinced me more 
om than ever how dear the Count was to her; and at 
of the end of my relation, thinking herſelf perhaps 
or- threatened with ſome declaration oppoſite to her de- 
my ſires, I obſerved with what vaſt inquietude ſhe wait- 
uch ed my concluſion, You owe, ſaid I to her, an af- 
ed, ¶ ſection and tenderneſs to the Count, and ſince the 
and ſentiments he had for you were always independent 
had Nof your fortune, I do not in the leaſt doubt, but that 
zom with the ſame generoſity you will cloſe your eyes 
by upon the misfortunes that threaten him, and conſi- 
duld der nothing but his perſon and merit. She did not 
per · N wait till 1 had ended. Her heart, tickled with a 
ncy, thought ſo tender, ſurrendered itſelf up to a trans 
1pon FWiport of joy. She embraced me, and gave to her 
1nt'sFtenderne(s thoſe tears, which ſhe had juſt given to 
ithedFher grief. I did not wait longer to explain myſelf, 
iden; Flt you are in this diſpoſition, ſaid I, you will not 
ear, without pleaſure, that you have it in your pow- 
r to repair the loſſes of the Count. Your fortune 
had depended on him; but his is at preſent in your 
bands. Des Peſſes has given over meaſure to his fa- 
ours and good offices, in leaving you the inheritance 
f all his fortune, I ſhould not have deferred ac- 
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quainting you with it, but to ſatisfy the delicacy of 
your lover, who was fearful, leſt .a happineſs that 
did not come to you through him, might rob him 
of ſome part of your affections. Do not in the leaſt 
doubt of what I aſſure you, added I, ſeeing that ſhe 


durſt not at firſt believe it, I am not capable of de- 


ceiving you. 8 5 

I repented making her this declaration with ſo 
ſew precaytions. Knowing me too well to have any 
difidence in my ſincerity, ſhe filled herſelf ſo full 
with the ideas of her happineſs, that I perceived 
her to tremble by an effect of an agitation diffuſing 
icſelf over all her ſenſes. She was obliged to fit down 
to recover her ſtrength, and caſting her eyes on me, 
when ſhe could no longer doubt but that I had taken 
notice of this revolution; I ſhould be much humbled, 
ſaid ſhe languiſhingly, if you ſhould attribute my emo- 
tion to any eagerneſs after riches, As nothing is ſur- 
ther removed from my true ſentiments, I ſhould ſeri- 
ouſly accuſe you of injuſtice. But I confeſs to you, 
added {he with a look, in which the tenderneſs of 
ber ſoul was painted, that I ſhould have a difficul- 
ty to keep my joy within bounds, if it be true that 
I have the power of adding any thing to the for- 
tune of the Count, I aflured her again, that ſhe was 
rich enough not to regret whatever her lover might 
loſe, and finding almoſt as much pleaſure as ſhe in 
thinking, that we might now be generous and liberal 
in our turns, I offered not to delay longer than 
the day following to be my own meſſenger to the 
Count, by carrying him an account of theſe ſent 
ments. T | 
Not being able to diſguiſe this incident from Ma- 
demoiſelle de L—, we diſcovered, that our intereſts 
were dear to her by the zeal with which ſhe preſſed 
us to diſpoſe of her wealth, and all of her ſervices to 
advance the affairs of the Count and ours. I ama 


relation, ſaid ſhe, to the principal heads of the Par: 
liament; I will to-morrow go with you to Paris, 
and ſollicit them with the greateſt ardour. Thi 


aſſi lance appeared to me to be of too great moment 
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to be rejeted. We regulated the hour of our de- 

parture, which nevertheleſs did not hinder her, with - 

out informing; us of it, from ſending that evening one 

of her ſervants with a letter to her agent, to com- 

mand him to go immediately, and offer the Count 

on the part of a friend, who defired to be concealed, 

five hundred thouſand livres in ready money, which 

her father had lett in his cheſts. Thus the misfor- 

tunes of our dear Count ſerved only to redouble the 

ſentiments of eſteem and friendſhip, that linked us 

inſeparably to him. | | 
My Lord Venermill remaining behind to guard Roſe, 

I leſt them the next day with leſs inquietude than 

joy, and under an impatience to get to Paris to 

conſole the Count. Our retinue was not numerous. 

Mademoiſelle de L— having ſent forward the evening 

before the ſingle lacquey the had brought with her, 

we had only my ſervant behind the coach. On what  Þþ 

foundation could we think, that we thould have need 

of a better guard? Human prudence could not judge: 

. © more precautions neceſſary, But I ſhould give a bad 

i: | $eſcription of all the troubles of my life, if I did 

not lift up my eyes higher to find the ſource of them, | 

a and if I did not refer to the councils of providence, $ 

at the ſprings of a thouſand events, that are yet impe- 

in netrable to me. We were not above a quarter of a 

a ;leagve from the caltle, before we were flopped by 

* three horſemen, who, without loſing time in ſpeaking 

ne do us, commanded the coachman to turn into a thick. 

li. vood at. a little diſtance from the high road. I 

took them at firſt for robbers, and with a view of 

1 ſparing other fears to Mademoiſelle de L—, I prayed, 

ele them, from the boot cf the coach, to accept of my 

led purſe, which was full enough to ſatisfy their greedl-, .' 

* nels. I even extended it to them, and told them, 

nal chat they would find in it an hundred louid'ors, and 

that far from having a thought of diſputing the 

matter with them, I was ready to ſurrender without 

reſiſtance. They refuſed it with a ſhew of civility 

that increaſed my ſurprize. Having gained the wood 

the ſame moment, they made us go into a path, where 
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the leaves and branches were thick enongh to con- 


ceal us. We found there another horſeman, who 
looked after a chaiſe and four horſes, with a coach» 
man and poſtilion. It was about nine o'clock. He, 
whom the others ſezmed to acknowledge as their 
head, prayed us civilly not to be alarined, and telling 
us that we fhould paſs the reſt of the day in the 
place where we were, he aſſured us we ſhould be 
treated with reſpect, and ſhould not want any re- 
freſhments. I demanded mildly an explanation of 
his deſign: Do not preſs that point yet, ſaid he, 
ſmiling z we have ſome days to paſs together, but 
you ſhail always find me dumb to this queſtion, and 
you will have no benefit by renewing it. He fat 
down on the graſs; the others followed his example, 
and taking ſome proviſions out of the chaiſe, they 
ſet themſelves to eat and drink without any marks oi 
difturbance. | 

In reflecting upon this range adventure, I could 


not doubt but that my companion was their ſole 


object. She wept bitterly ; J laboured to comfort 
her, by repreſenting that we ought to take courage 
from the civility of our gvards, and that not having 
ſeparated me from her, there was but little probability 
{rom thence of being threatened with an evil fate. 
Sbe aſked me if I knew any, thing that might help 
ro explain our diſaſter ? It is from you, faid I, that 
1 thought to have aſked that queſtion; for it is plain 
enongh it is not me they have a defign to run away 
with. But have not you ſome lover, from whom 


vou might fear ſuch an attempt? She confeſſed, that 


during ber refidence in Germany, her father having 


had a deſign of marryirg her to a man of ſome - 


diſtinction in that country, ſhe had been expoſed to 
the perſecutions of this lover, even to the time of 
her departure from thence ; but that returning to 
France without opening her defign to any one, 
he had loſt his hopes; nor did he ever know 
that ſhe was at Paris. This was enough to in- 
zpire me with juſt ſuſpicions, We need ſeek no 
ſurtber, ſaid I, and telling ber in few words _ 

| | | a 
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kad happened my fifter, I brought her readily to 
agree, that all her ſex ought for ever to be dithdent 
ot ours. We ſpent all the day in this diſcourſe, 
without attempting to taſte of the refreſhments offered 
us, and oftentimes, though in vain, renewing the re» 
quelt I had made to the chief of our guards. 

At length night being come on, they deſired us 
to get up into the chaiſe. Reſiſtance would have 
been uſeleſs. I contented myſelf with aſking, if my 
lacquey might have the liberty to follow us. I was 
anſwered, that it was impoſſible to comply with my 
requeſt. I then ſpoke of talking with him one mo- 
ment in private; but this favour was refuſed me with 
as much difficulty as the former. We were obliged 
to ſubmic to the law they had impoſed on us, and to 
travel in the dark without being able to gueſs to what 
part of the world they intended to carry us. I ob- 
ſerved that of the foue horſemen, two remained be- 
hind us, in all appearance to guard the coachman of 
Mademoiſelle de L-- and my lacquey back to the 
place from whence we were taken away. 

We travelled at a great rate during the whole 
night. With difficulty our guides allowed them- 
ſelves ſome moments to refreſh their horſes, and it 
was at the corner of a hedge, at a diſtance from the 
high road, that they halted. The waſting of our 
ſtrength obliged us alſo to take ſome nouriſhment 
that was preſented to us with great aſſiduity and haſte. 


We continued to travel till day light, and our aſto - 


viſhment redoubled, when, at the riſing of the ſun, 
they carried us into a very thick foreſt, where they 
told us we tſhould have time to reſt ourteives till 


evening. Tae chief of our guards ſeemed to know 


the roads ſo perfectly well, that he mult have travelled 
them more than once. In the evening we were in- 
vited to put ourſeives on our journey, and were 


conducted for the two nights following with the ſame 


% 


precautions. 


Nothing can give a notion of my aſtoniſhment, 


when, on the third day in the morning, the firſt beams 
of the ſun gave me a fight of the fea, towards 
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which they were advancing. Though we had but a 
ſhort way to travel to the coaſt, yet they made us 
ſpend the day in a wood, lets thick than ſolitary, 
from whence I could neither diſcover villages nor 
houſes, I confeſs my eyes opened at once upon a 
thouſand dangers, of which I had not before the 
lealt ioreſight. I called to mind the menaces and the 
daringneſs of my Lord Linch. Ot what ought I not 
to believe him capable, after the exceſſes into which 
he had been carried? But what had he to do with 
Mademoiſelle de L—, with whom he had hitherto had 
no perſonal acquaintance, and whole return he could 
not even have known? Theſe reflections took me up 
all the day, and at length opening my mind to my 
companion, I aſked her it ſhe knew my Lord Linch. 
This was the f(t time the had ever heard his name, 
Her ignorarce of this particular perſuaded me, that my 
ſuſpicions were badly founded, and returning to my 
firit conjectures, I no longer doubted but it was the 
German gentleman, who had taken the reſolution of 
running away with her, and that he had choſen to pals 
by ſea, as a journey the moſt tavourable for an enter- 
prize of this nature. It was eaſy upon this ſuppo- 
fition to explain why I was run away with, the 
raviſhers having perhaps thought this neceſſary to 
cover their attempt, ſhould they be purſued upon 
the road. 

In purſuance of this thought, I flattered myſelf that 
I ſhould be reſtored to my liberty on the ſea-thore, 
and all my compaſſion tell upon Mademoiſelle de L—, 
for whom my imagination could not form any reme: 
dy- The night growing dark, they preſſed us to get 
into the chaiſe. We drove down to the coaſt, at the 
edge of which I perceived in the dark, fome fither- 
men's cottages, that made me judge they had 
choſen a delolate place for their embarking. Five 


or fix ſailors, whoſe words did not leave me in doubt 
what we were to expect, haſtned to follow us to the 
water fide, and, notwithitanding all my hopes, for- 
ced us both on board a very ſmall yacht, that was 
there at anchor ready to receive us. The wind be- 
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ing favourable enough for ſetting ſail, we were clear 
of the ſhore before my ſurprize; and even ſear, from 
which I could not defend myſelf, had not left me the 
power to utter one word. | 

Mademoiſelle de L— melted into tears. I was fo 
taken up with my own fears, that I was not yet able 
to ſpeak to her. This faint heartedneſs would poſſi- 
bly have laſted as long as my doubts, if the chief of 
the raviſhers, approaching with an air of civility, 
had not made excuſes for the troubles he had cauſed 
me, and exhorted me to conſole my ſiſter, who had 
not, ſaid he, any reaſon to deliver herſelf up to ſuch 
an exceſs of affliction, My fiſter? interrupted I, 
opening all at once my eyes upon what had before 
appeared to me to be very obſcure, Ah! take care, 
continued I without ſtopping, you have ill ſerved 
my Lord Linch, he will give you but little thanks 
for your miſtake: This is not my ſiſter, believe me, 
ſet us again down on the ſhore, you are about giving 


us uſeleſs vexations. He appeared at firſt a littie 


diſconcerted at the natural air with which I accom- 
panied this requeſt; but perſuading himſelf immedi- 
ately that it was all an artifice, by which I hoped to 
deliver ourſelves out of his hands, he only ſmiled at 
the agitation I had hitherto ſhewed, and having con- 
feſſed to me that he was executing the commiſſion of 
my Lord Linch, be remitted me to the clearing up 
of the dcubt I would fain raiſe in him, till we land- 


ed in Ireland. 


I did not forbear to inſiſt on this particular a long 
time, and receiving no other anſwer, a juſt impulic 
of impatience hurried me on to reproach him for 
the infamous commiſſion with which he was charged. 
But being as inſenſible to my injuries as to my com- 
plaint, this conduct on the contrary ſerved to confirm 
him in his opinion, that I would have impoſed on 
him; and he thought of nothing but prefling the 


failors to make the moſt of the wind, which continu» 


ed favourable. x 2284 
Mademoiſelle de L— heard every thing that my 

anger and zeal drew from me in ber preſence. Her 
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alarms abated much, when ſhe was aſſured that they 
miſtook her for another. She declared handſomely to 
me, that it was a great conſolation to her to think 
that her misfortune ferved to make Roſe avoid one 
much greater; and in reality I thought I was the 
only perion who had reaſon to be pitied in fo cruel an 
adventure. What had I not to apprehend from the 
furious Linch, after ſo many proofs of violence tha: 
have appeared in his character, and eſpecially, when 
finding. himſelf deceived in his hopes, he might, per- 
haps, make the firſt heat of his reſentment fall on me. 
I turned my eyes towards heaven to pray for that 
ſuccour, which I had no reaſon to expect elſewhere, 
or at leaſt for a meaſure of- conſtancy and ſtrength 
equal to ſuch terrible trials. 

The wind ſeconded ſo well the diligence of the 
mariners, that we landed on the night of the fourth 
day at the little port of Gleſſick, a few miles from 
Waterford. Our raviſhers found a chaiſe, which 
they had left there at their departure. They took 
only the neceſſary time for putting to their horſes, 
and preſſing us to commit ourſelves to our journey, 
they went forward with fo much diligence, that on the 
next day in the afternoon we arrived at the ſeat of 
their maſter. I trembled when I faw his caſtle, and 
already formed to myſelf all the circumſtances of our 
reception. FT then turned my ſighs towards heaven. 
In fine, our chaiſe entered the court, and while our prin- 
cipal guide gave his hand to Mademoiſelle de L— to 
help her to alight, another cf our guards, ſurpriſed to 
fee no body appear to receive us, called with a loud 
voice ſowe of the ſervants by their names. Our 
guide led us into an apartment, and ſeeming to 

wonder in his turn, that no perſon yet appear'd, be 
demanded permiſſion to leave us for a moment. This 
air of ſolitude raiſed in me alſo ſome furpriſe, Net 
the leaſt ſtirring was about us, and we waited more 
than a quarter of an hour in filence, and under an 
uncertainty what our lot would be. 

Our guide returned alone. The conſternation 1 
remarked in bis face was not apt to give wy dot 
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hopes. Nevertheleſs, having continued thoughtful for 
ſome time, he at laſt encouraged Mademoiſelle de L—, 
whom he ſtill took for my ſiſter, to ſignify her will 
and commands freely in a houſe where the might 
look upon herſelf as abſolute miſtreſs. This is the 
intention of my Lord, added he, but affairs are much 
changed. He fell for a moment into a thoughtful 
penſiveneſs, and weneverendeavoured to interrupt him. 
It is three weeks, ſaid he, ſince I left my Lord here 
with thirty domeſticks. I found not one to-day but 
the houſe-kezper. Nevertheleſs, you ſhall be ſerved 
with as much reſpe& as care, ſaid he again ro my 
companion. The ſervants I have with me know the 
will of their maſter, and I ſhall be at hard to give 
them a good example. 

Notwithſtanding the new inquietudes which all theſe 
obſcurities might have cauſed me, I inwardly gave. 
thanks to Heaven for the abſence of Linch. I found 
myſelt delivered from the principal of my fears, and 
imagining that they would have no thoughts of re- 
ſtraining me of liberty ina place, where I could make 
no uſe of it, I was in hopes that heaven would con- 
firm that protection which it appeared already to afford 
me. Mademoiſelle de L— waited that I ſhould ex- 
plain myſelf, Let us accept, ſaid I, the offers they 
have made us, and think of nothing but recruiting 
yourſelf after the fatigue of ſuch a voyage. I engagel 
her really to refuſe nothing, that might conduce to 
her health or repoſe. We began from that moment 
to make ule of all the accommodations the houſe 
afforded. 

Nevertheleſs, I often perceived that I was watched, 
ſo as I could ndt take a walk in the park without be- 
ing followed by one of our guards, My hopes were 
not yet to attempt an eſcape; for nothing could be 
capable of making me abandon my companion to all 


the dangers, that perpetually menaced her youth and 


beauty ; yet I did not at all doubt, but that in rambling 
3 little from the caſtle, I might be informed by the 
firſt peaſant, who was not paid for holding his tongue, 
of the myſlerious reaſons of Linch's abſunce. With 
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what affeQation ſoever our guards avoided to ſatisfy 
my curioſity, I diſcovered a great embarraſſment in 
their anſwers, and a grief in their minds. There 
happened at the ſame time an accident, that would, 
in ſpite of them, have given us ſome light, it Ma- 
demoiſelle de L— had not failed in courage to lay 
hold of the opportunity that preſented itſelf. 

Having one day gone into the garden, I left her 
alone in the chamber, where we paſſed ſome part of 
our time, into which ſhe was ſurpriſed to ſee a gen- 
tleman enter, who having found no body in the court 
of the caſtle, introduced himſelf with ſo much the 
more freedom, as he was one of the neareſt relations 
of the matter. He was as much amazed as ſhe'to find 
there a lady, whoſe beauty dazzled him; and although 
he ſpoke French but indifferently, yet it ferved him 
well enough to make her underſtand his apologies, 
He came there, as he ſaid, to get an account of the 
lateſt news they had of the misfortune of my Lord 
Linch. She, whom every thing was capable of alarm- 
ing in her fituation, had no other thoughts than to 
get rid of the converſation of an unknown perſon, and 
calling up a ſervant immediately, ſhe retired without 
carrying her views further. 

This event, which ſhe preſently informed me of at 
my return, produced in the conſequences an effect very 
odd. As the had reproached herſelf with having too 
readily given way to her fears, and ardently wiſhed 
to recover the fame opportunity of inſtruction z ſhe ſtood 
the days following ſometimes: at the window, with 
the hopes that either ſhe or I may diſcover ſomebody, 

whom we might queſtion. The gentleman, who had 
thus ſcared her, did not leave the caſtle without car. 
rying away with him an impreſſion of her charms, 
and &hatever explanation he had drawn from the ſcr- 
vants who attended us, the day following he gave way 
to the inclination of his heart, which recalled to bis 
mind every thing about her that had affected it. 
Our guards having probably made a difficulty ir 
giving him admittance into the houſe, he ſuccelſslcf 
employed himſelf in ſearching ſome opportunity et 
oY | ah procuring 
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procuring the ſight of Mademoiſelle de I; but 
the ſame hopes drew him there again the days fol- 
lowing, and having diſcovered her from afar off at 
her window, he paſſed over all obſtacles to get 
near her from the court. She ſaw him, ſhe affec- 
ted to remark him with ſome attention; and under 
an impatience to recover the opportunity, which 
ſhe reproached herſelf for having loſt, the continued 
looking at him long enough to inſpire him with the 


courage of approaching near. She did not obſerve, - 


that the ſervants had taken the precaution of lifting 
up the draw bridge, and that he was ſtopped againſt 
his will by a large moat. This ſcene having con- 
tinued a part of the afternoon, ſhe retired trom her 
window, diſſatisfied enough with the wearineſs ſhe had 


ſhewn to the miſtaken reſpect of a ſearful man. He 


was nevertheleſs 1o far removed from this way of 
thinking, that on the contrary, having drawn the moſt 
flattering picture of her complaiſance for him from 
her looking on him ſo long, he fancied that ſhe 
entered into the meaning of his "diligence, and was 
diſpoſed to approve of it. He returned the next day 
fall of thoſe thoughts, whilſt Mademoiſelle de L—,, 
thinking on her fide to procure the means of ſpeaking 
to him, ſhew'd herſelf at her window with a reſolution 
of employing all arts proper to make him ſurmount 
his fears. fa reality ſhe not only appeared attentive 
to the pains he took to ſalute her often, but ſeeing 
him Rand at the ſame diſtance, ſhe ventured to make 


him a ſign to come nearer. A favour ſo little 


expected ſeemed to throw him into a tranſport. I muit 
confeſs that I was at the back of Mademoiſelle de 
IL, and that it was at my perſuaſion ſhe was pre- 
vailed on to call him. We had for ſome moments a 
fight of his embarraſſment and diſturbance. He 
ſtretched out both his hands towards the bridge, to 
make us obſerve that it was raiſed up; he let them fally 
pointing at the moat, to ſhew us the breadth of it; he 
turned them on every ſide the court, to make us un- 
derſtand that he could find no acceſs into iti; he lifted 
them up again towards us with divers motions, ex- 
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preſſing his deſpair; in fine, appearing to take all at 
once another reſolution, he began to ſhew other ſigns, 
which I could not preſently comprehend ſo readily as 


the figit. In ſtretching out his arm he made a ſemi. 
circle with his hand. Yet I thought he diſcovered 
that he meant the garden, by which he would point 
out, that the paſſage that way was more ealy ; but he 
muſt then traverſe many apartments. All the new 
fizns he added made me conceive, that he wanted to 
be aſſiſted by us. I prefled Mademoiſelle de L— to 
anſwer him by favourable inclinations of her head; 


and the poſtures he made to expreſs his joy did not 


leave me longer in doubt of his underitanding that 
language. \ 

He retired indeed with the appearances of a lively 
ſatisfadtion. Night being not far off, I thought no 
more than of following the hope I had, that he 
would not fail to preſent himſelf oa the other ſide of 
the caſtie, and that knowing well the avennes, hg 
would give me ſome way to underiand, that I miglit 
readily find the means of letting him in, and 1 flat- 
tered myſelf, that I ſhould obtain from him thoſe e- 
clairciſſments, for which my curioſity increaſed every 
day. 

Our ſupper: being over, we got rid of our guards, 
who always paid that ſubmiſſion to our orders, when 
we were diſpoſed to be alone. Mademoiſelle de L—, 
being without intermiſſion taken up with her trou- 
bles, would fain be diſpenſed from receiving the 
expected viſit; although it was plain enough that the 
gentleman's motive was only to ſee her. She repo- 
ſed herſelf on me, the ſaid, for her conduct and the 
ſecurity of her horiour, and. not having had the 
complaifance of intangling herſelf in this adventure 
for any other end than entring into my views, ſhe 
left to me the trouble cf drawing from thence all the 
advantages I propoſed. I was the more ſollicitous 
about it, as I thought the reſolution agreeable to her 
modeſty. My deſign was to introduce the gentleman 
mto my chamber, and not only to enter with him 
into ſome explanations relating to the affairs of 
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my Lord Linch, but to profit ſomething, if it was 
poſſible, of the weakneſs I obſerved in him, to diſ- 
poſe him dextrouſly in the procuring us our liberty, 
I went down in the dark, and coming without 
noiſe to the garden-door, I had ſcarce opened it 
before I heard him cough ſoftly ſome paces from 
me. The darkneſs would not ſuffer me to diſtinguiſh 
any object; but this ſignal, anſwering my expectati- 
ons, I admired only, that thoſe fooliſh paſſions were 
capable of iifpicing ſuch an ardour, as cur moſt 
holy duties do not always give us; and I preſently 
fa'd in a low voice, If you are the man, who was 
ſeen from the window, approach without fear. He 
was with me immediately ; Give me your hand, added 
in the face tone, and follow me without ſpeaking 
one word, In taking his hand, I obſerved that it 
trembled; you have nothing to fear here, ſaid I, to 
encourage him ; let ns only avoid making any noiſe 
to alarm our overſeers. Fle recovered: fo ſpeedily, 
that applying kis mouth to my hand, by the time we 
had gone ſour ſteps, he held it a long time preſſed 
cloſe to his lips. You do not think of what you are 
doing at ail, faid I, endeavouring to draw my hand 
back; but he twenty times renewed this fort of ca- 
reſs in a kind of tranſport, My embarratiment was 
much greater in eroſſing a parlour, which he was well 
acquainted with. Ee ſtopped me all of a ſudden. 
Where is the neceſlity, ſaid he in bad French, ot going 
any, further. Do you think we have any thing to 
riſk here? Yes, anſwered I, ſpeak low; we may be 
heard, and I know no place fo ſecure as my cham- 
ber. At leaſt, replied he, taking hold of my head, 
and giving me ſome paſſionate kiſſes, let this charm» 
ing parlour be, for one moment, a witneſs of my ar- 
dour! I ſhould have taken him for a fool, if I had 
not imagined, that he thought himſelf led by Made- 
moiſelle de L— ; but ſmiling already at the ſur» 
prize into which I foreſaw he would fall when he 
thould get rid of his miſtake, I was contented to diſ- 
engage myſelf from his arms, and preſſed him to 
follow me. I was under the necefity of enduring an 


hundred 
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hundred importunities of this nature, till I got to mp 
chamber. $ | 

It would make one laugh heartily in an adven- 
ture ſo ſerious, if I ſhould undertake to paint the 
aſtoniſhment and confuſion, of which he could not 
forbear diſcovering many tokens, when he ſaw the 
deformity of my figure by the light. In his firſt 
ſurprize, -he clapped his hand to his ſword, and | 
cannot tell what his vexation and diſappointment 
would have made him capable of doing, it I had not 
made haſte to recover his wits by the kindneſs and 
ſmoothneſs of my firſt expreſſions. You are here out 


of danger, ſaid I, and far from thinking of violence, 


you will have no occaſion of exerciſing any thing but 
good offices. Pray be ſeated; and ſeeing it was with 
difficulty he recovered from his trouble, it ſeemed to 
me, as if the very diſorder he was in might favour in 
deſign. You are a friend to my Lord, added I, 
and conſequently curious to know the lateſt news con» 
cerning him. Yes, ſaid he, (till retaining ſome em- 
barraſſment, and I cannot imagine what has made his 
ſervants here ſo troubleſome, that they brutiſhly for- 
bid me entrance into his houſe during his abſence. I 


can inform you ſomething of this, interrupted I ; but 


tell me what accounts you have of him, and what 
does the country ſay of his miſchance. This man- 
ner, of talking to him brought him to himſelf per- 
fectly. 


He anſwered, that he knew no more than all 


the county knew of him, that is to ſay, that Linch, 
being ſurprized by the viceroy's guards, had been 
carried away without making any reſiſtance, and 
that he was a priſoner in the caſtle of Dublim, We 
cannot imagine the reaſons of this proceeding to 
be other than his engagements to the court of 
St Germain, and the high favour, in which they 
pretend he was, about King James. They even 


aſſure us, added he, that he had thoughts of 
ſettling in France, and that his two late voyages 
there have made him ſuſpected to the heads of the 
Rate. Theſe lights not being ſufficient, I interrupt- 
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ed him to anticipate the queſtions which I expected. 


I am ignorant, ſaid I, of the conſequences of this. 


milchief, nor am I yet better informed thereof than 
you ; for though they have hindred you from entring 
into this houle, you cannot perhaps imagine that they 
have thut me up in it. He appeared ſurprized at this 
diſcourte, and, as I had no other precau'ions to take, 
than what might help to obtain the liberty of Made- 
moiſelle de L— and my own, I continued to relate 
to him by waat adventure we found ourſelves almoſt 
as much impriſoned in Linch's caltie, as Linch him- 
ſelf was in that of Dublin. His zeal was lo much 
the more heated by this recital, as he thought, that 
not only the birth of Mademoiſelle de L de- 
ſerved reſpect, but that being conveyed to Ireland by 
a mere miſtake of our guides, he had a right to ſerve 
her, without offering any offence to a friend whom 
he feared. I carefully guarded myſelf from ſpeaking 
to him of the particular reſentments that Linch might 
retain againſt me; nevertheleſs, not having conceal» 
ed from him that I was an Iriſhman, this confeſſion 
led me to tell him my name. He was acquainted 
with it ſo much the readier, as having learned his ex- 
erciſes with my brothers in Dublin, and he ſtill re- 
tained a very tender regard for Patrick. You (hall 
not be detained here, ſaid he, for any longer time 
than you deſire. Nothing hinders us trom going out 
the ſame way LI caine in. I have horſes, added he, 
at the park-gate, and you ſhall be at liberty this mo» 
ment, it you will follow me. 

The only difficulty that hindered me related to Ma- 
demoiſelle de L—, whom I was fearful of expuling 
to new dangers. He penetrated my fears, and open» 
Ing himſelf with a generoſity ſuitable to his birth, he 
intreated me to believe, that I ſhould find a vaſt dif- 
lerence between the reſpects he ſhould pay to a lady, 


whoſe. merit and condition I had acquainted him 


with, and thoſe he had held for her, when he took 
ker for nothing but a common woman, whom he 
fmagined my Lord Linch had made ſublervient to 


þis pleaſures, His houſe was no farther from us than, . 


three 
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three miles. He aſſured me he had there his mother 
and filters, with whom Mademoiſelle de L—— might 
continue in as much harmony as fafzty, - His word, 
which he gave me in the moſt proper terms to re. 
move my fears, had at length the power to inſpire 
me with {ome coafidence, I had learned from our 
2 that he was very near related in blood to my 

ord Linch, and, in the choic? of two dangers, I 
was perſuaded, that the ſafeſt way was to ſhun the 
greateſt, by repoſing myſelf on the faith of a man of 
quality. 

I would no: have any thing more underſtood by 
this reflection, than that my confidence was deceived, 
For what I truſted to, as an advantage to Made. 
moiſelle de L , became the occaſion ot a thouſand 
misfortunes, to which her unlucky fate had deſtined 
her, and the ſource of an infinity of troubles to my- 
feif. Blind wiſdom of men, that without inter- 
miſſion engages them in precipices, which they la- 
bour to avoid ! 

The gentleman, who ſo generouſly offered me his 
ſervices, was called Angleſey. This name, which | 
knew, having put an end to my doubts, I demanded 
a moment to make the propoſal of our departure t 
my companion ; not that I foreſaw any difficulty in 
bringing her to reliſh my advice, but I thought t9 
inſpire her with courage, by laying before her the 
ſuccours that providence had prepared to offer ns, 
Far from being terrified at fo precipitate a reſolu ion, 
ſhe was raviſhed with joy to find a retreat open to 
her with ladies of a diſtinguiſhed name, where ſue 
might recover herſelf a littie from her frights and 
fatigue; We had nothing very cumberſome to carry 
with uss So taking the reſojution that ſame hour to 
Flow our deliverer, we went down into the garden, 
from whence we readily gained the park-gate. The 
opinion I had of the honour and fidelity of Angleſey, 
did not hinder me from taking Mademoiſcle de L. 
dehind me. I requeſted of him to gallop before i, 
to prepoſſeſs his mother and fifters with our errival, 
and his lacquey, who walked before us on foot, being 
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zAicient to ſhew us the way, I put myſelf quietly 
a the road in an exceeding dark night, What re- 
(tions nevertheleſs did I not make on the oddneſs 
fan adventure, as oppoſite to my inclinations as my 
haracter! An eccleſiaſtic of my figure and age, on 
jorſeback in the dark, with a beautiful young lady 
f ſeventeen years old behind him; what a ſtrange 
ene! 

Our journey was as happy as it was ſhort. We 
rrived at a houſe, not ſo large as that of my Lord 


Linch's, but of ſuch an handſome appearance as to 


ive us room to judge at our entrance, that it was 
ot inhabited by people of an ordinary condition. 
\ngleſey, who haſtened to do us the honours of the 
ouſe, received us with all the proofs of reſpect that 

would have ſhewn the viceroy, His mother, as 
eſpectable for her virtue as her birth, and his two 
Iters, who were deficient in no graces common to 
ie women of Ireland, waited on us in an apartment 
ery well furniſhed, and, at our firſt appearance, load» 
d us with civilities and tenderneſs, - Our firit dif- 
onrſe was only a repetition of the unfortunate ad- 
enture that had kidnapped us out of France. Aſter- 
ards, whilſt the two filters had particularly engaged 
hemfſelves to Mademoiſelle de L——, the mother de- 
ared her joy in ſecing me at her houſe, made me 
all to mind divers circumſtances, whereby ſhe re- 
xmbered to have ſeen ſome gentlemen of my fami- 


„ and aſked me, if I did not believe that we were 


elated by different perſons, v hoſe names ſhe men- 
ioned. She remembered to have heard her fon re- 
te a thouſand times, how intimate he was with my 
rothers, and the deſcription he had given of Patrick 
o much to his advantage, and fſhg received with joy 
he account of the eſtabliſhment of his fortune by a 
ery advantageons marriage. We found alſo among 
ncſe our kind hoſts all the ſentiments of goodnets 
ad honour, which might make us lock on their 
uſe as an agreeable ſandtuary. | 
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T profound reſt, in which I diſpoſed myſ:liM was maki1 
to paſs the night, did not, upon my retiring. opportuni 
prevent me from employing my thoughts on th: diſcouragt 
inquietudes of my Lord Venzrmill and Roſe. Ja alto his bi 
ein could find only a terrible relation to make them a the a: 
and had the moſt dreadful apprehenſions to impart, diſſipate h 
I did not go to bed betore I drew up a detail of ny to concea 
adventure in a letter that I propoſed to forward then moment i 
the day following. Mademoiſelle de I. — incloſedf to take th 
in it one addreſſed to my ſiſter. My purſe, in which eged of 
I had luckily above one hundred louid'ors, not hav ſelf not tc 
ing been diminiſhed by our troubles, I found myſelf ving othe 
in a condition to procure for my companion all ne. take them 
ceſſaries ſuitable to our ſituation. So the next day capable o 
put about her a woman, who conſented to accompa- giving he 
ny us to Paris. Our deſign was not to make a loiy guiſh. 
ſtay in Ireland; but a journey undertaken out of ne- While 
ceſſity and prudence, was not to be made with fo few my own e 
| Preparations, as the running away with us had been not give 
It was neceſſary we ſhould wait tor opportunities, tha riolity to 
did not preſent. themſelves every day, and provide ¶ under th 
thouſand neceſſary conveniences for the road. The eſcape, e 
impriſonment of my Lord Linch leſt us full liberty whence þ 
to think of this journey without fear; and except on- evening, 
ly the reſentment which he might retain againſt me my Lord 
I could not ſee any reaſon to make me apprehenſive priſoner, 
of his return. Among all other circumſtances 1 had there wit 
not forgot, that I had a beloved brother, and a dear this falſe 
flock, whom it was my duty to covet to ſee ; but fortune b 


looked on Mademoiſelle de L—— as a truſt, which ting the | 


our preſent condition made yet. more precious, and; the caſlle 
which neceſſarily called for my firſt cares, I was in; 
patient to return to France; and though I had — 
J | ſudie 


conſterna 
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ſobjects of alarm, that I could not diſſemble, I could 
not nevertheieſs but be under vaſt unc aſineſo, as long 
as the ſea was not between her and Patrick. | 
Angleſey, whoſe ſentiments were confirmed within 
the bounds of eſteem and reſpect, did not refuſe to 
employ himſelf in the preparations for our journey; 
but by an action of gallantry, as much as to oblige 
his mother and filters, he agreeably told us, that we 
ought not to reckon upon his diligence, and that he 
vas making it his ſtudy to conceal from us all the 
"2 opportunities that preſented for our departure, or to 
tag diſcourage us from laying hold of them. He made it 
Ja 2lio his buſineſs to procure for Mademoiſelle de L—, 
-0 all the amuſements that he thought would help to 
WY diſpate her grief. She had not indeed the power 
to conceal it; her tears or ſighs betrayed it every 
eu moment in ſpite of all her cautions. It was natural 
ed to take theſe demonſtrations of her ſorrow for the 
effect of our common mistortunes, and I effected my- 
ſelf not to give any other meaning to them: But ha- 
ving other reaſons, that would not ſuffer me to miſ- 
take them, I admired how a perſon of her age was 
capable of ſo deep an impreſſion. and I lamented her 
giving herſelt up as a victim to an irremediable an- 
guiſh. : 

While I was employing myſelf in ſupplying by 
my own care, what the ſlowneſs of Angleſey would 
not give me room ſoon to hope for from his cue 
riolity to hear ſome news of Linch, and to learn 
under this pretext what his people thought of our 
elcape, carried him one day to the caſtle, from 
whence he had delivered us. He returned in the 
evening, with a letter addreſſed to me. This is from 
my Lord Linch, ſaid he, who yet thinks you his 
priſoner, and is no leſs perſuaded that your ſiſter is 
there with you. His ſervants have poſſeſſed him with 


conſternation. Our flight paſſed among them for 
| ; | a prodigy» 


this falſe notion out of fear to augment his mif- 
fortune by redoubling his vexations. He told us, puts: 
ting the letter into my hands, that having gone into 
ne caſtle, he found there all che marks of a profound 
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a prodigy, which our guards had not yet compre. 
hended. Their chief, thinking he had no more mea. 
ſures to obſerve, made no difficulty of opening him- 
ſelf to him on the unfortunate end of his commiſſion, 
the beginning of which had been ſo ſucceſsful, On 
the day of our arrival he had diſpatched one of his 
aſſociates to Dublin, to give an account to their maſ. 
ter of the ſucceſs of their enterprize, and to comfort 
him under his misfortunes, by acquainting him, that 
the intereſt of his heart was at leaſt in ſecurity, This 
news overwhelmed him with joy. He employed two 
days in writing me a letter, which he had begun 
twenty times; and preſſing the meſſenger to carry 
it to me, he recommended it to him with the molt 
earneſt intreaties «to obtain a ſpeedy anſwer, In the 
mean time, eight days had already paſſed fince our 
eſcape, and four ſince the return of the meſſenger, 
without their being capable of coming to the leaſt 
reſolution. What ſhall they anſwer my Lord? How 
appriſe him of a misfortune that would put him 
beſides himſelf, eſpecially at a time when his affairs 
were taking a turn ſo little favourable, that he had 
need of all freedom of mind to qualify him to make 
his defence? - In fine, our raviſher, who had alſo 
found himſelf the inheritor of our troubles, had 
intreated Angleſey to aid him in his embarraſſment; 
and intereſting him in the happineſs of his maſter 
by the title of relation and friend, he had ſubmitted 
himſelf to be conducted entirely by his orders and ad- 
vice. 5 

Angleſey would have put an end ta this comedy, 
by confeſſing to them all at once that he had given 
us a retreat in his houſe, and that being informed of 
their miſtake in running away with one perſon in- 
ſtead of another, he did not think he ſhould diſoblige 
his friend and relation in receiving us with that 
civility that was due to people of honour; but the 
fear of engaging himſelf out of ſeaſon, without my 
participation, and the defire alſo of getting out of 
their hands my Lord's letter, made him.take another 
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at the bottom of our adventure, and pretending 
that he had got ſome news, that gave him hopes 
of diſcovering our retreat, and propofing to take 
charge of the letter, he engaged, upon his word, to 
return it again in three days, if he did not ſucceed 
in making it fall into my hands. As to the inquie- 
tude-of their maſter, he adviſed them to keep it yet 
in ſuſpenſe, by continuing to conceal qur flight 
from him, and by ſpeedily informing him, that from 
the trouble I was in of ſeeing myſelt carried a- 


way with my ſiſter, I had abſolutely refuſed to give 


him any anſwer, until he had reſtored us to our li- 
berty. This artifice ſucceeded ſo well, that they in - 
truſted the letter to his care, and being perſuaded 
it muſt contain ſome important hints, he had not 
Joſt one moment in bringing it to me, I opened 
it with impatience. It was of ſuch a length as 
correſponded very well with the time Linch had 
taken to write it, and I ſoon diſcovered, that the 
main point of the matter had not embarraſſed him 
leſs than he expected. It was an apology for his 
love, and all the courſe of his conduct. Taking up 
the hiſtory of his paſſion from its original, he con- 
cluded, by declaring himſelf innocent, or by char- 


ging his faults upon love and fortune. But calling 


Heaven to witneſs, that even in the ſtrongeſt tran - 


ſports of his paſſion, of which he acknowledged him - 


ſelf guilty, he had never loſt the utmoſt veneration 
for me, and leſs the reverence he owed to the ſove- 
reign miſtreſs of his affections; ought he then. ſaid 
he, to yield up thoſe rights, which he had acqui- 
red by the moſt holy promiſes? Was not his ho- 
nour alſo intereſted as much as his love? By what 
contempt of his perſon and our nation was I fo 
obſtinate in preferring a Frenchman to him? This 
was not only fo in the caſe of des Peſſes; after the 
death of one rival, did I not employ all my pains 
to raiſe him up another, and to make him triumph 
more ſurely over the heart of Roſe; did 1 not 
make it my ſtudy to chooſe out one endowed with 
thoſe qualities, that could nct fail to dazzle co 
man 
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man ? But if he had the misfortune to appear in my 
eyes leſs amiable, what reproach had I to make to 
his birth, to his fortune, to his rank, or to his 
honour? The faults, that perhaps had made him 
odious to me, were they of a nature to diſhoncur 
a gentleman, to whom the ' uſe of the ſword ought 
to be familiar? And he deſired moreover to know, 
to what ſource thoſe faults ought to be aſcribed, 
In the reſolution he had taken of bzaring me off 
with my filter, ought I not to ſee, to what height 
he was capable of carrying his delicacy, and to per. 
ceive therein the ſame ſcruples of honour, which 
had hindered him before from running away with 
her alone, and without my participation ? He de- 
ſired that I would be a witneſs of his conduct, and 
a judge of his ſentiments. All my coldneſs and re- 
pugnances, he was ſure, would ſoon give way to the 
ardour of his friendſhip and careſſes. The care of 
his whole life ſhould be employed in carving out 
for me a fortune worthy of me. He even flattered 
himſelf, that my ſiſter would return from her un- 
happy prepoſſeſſions, and that with the liberty he 
ſhould have of living near her, he ſhould infallibly 
find the means of ſoftning her heart. His un- 
happineſs did not proceed from any thing elſe but 
his beeing too long deprived of the pleaſure of ſee- 
ing her without reſtraint, What ſatisfaction did 
he did not promiſe” himfelf in a converſation ſo full 
of charms? What attention, what pains was he 
ing to apply to make her happy? He would calt 
imſelf hefore hand on, his knees to conjure her to 
forget her vexations, and to make her all the repa- 
rations that ſhe ſhould think proper to diffipate them. 
His reſpect, and the fear of having diſpleaſed her, 
— taken away - from him the boldneſs of writing to 
er. | | | 
Ia fine, not doubting, added be, after a number 
of other reflections, but that I would yield to his 
intreaties, and obſerving, that after the rumour of 
A rape I had no other Fe to chooſe, he intreated 
me from henceforth to conſider his intereſts as m 
| own. 
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y ewn. He gave me an abſolute authority over his 
obouſe and eſtate, and recommended"to me to watch 
ic MW without intermiſſion over the quiet and ſatis faction 
mW of Roſe. His confidence in me proceeded fo far, 
ar as to impart to me the embarraſſment of his fituati- 
at on. His enemies had inſpired the government with 
„ miſchievous ſuſpicions of his loyalty. Though the 
d. N accuſations did not amount to a capital offence, yet 
of they might be ſtrained to it by the leaſt incident, 
at which might give to his engagements with the eourt 
r. Jof St Germain a colour of high treaſon. The hoſtili- 
ch ties, that briſkly began between France and England, 
ith could not end but in a glaring rupture; and if the 
le. Mwar ſhould unhappily be declared betore he was 
nd diſcharged, he might be threatned with a reſent- 
re-Mment from the fituation of the times, which per- 
the Mbaps might make an alteration in the nature of the 
of depoſitions given againſt him. Upon finiſhing this 
out Mrelation, he aſked, if, fram the opportunities 1 had 
red met with of often ſoliciting the courts of juſtice, 
an- Many lights had remained with me, that might help 
he Mlhim in his defence; and it, added he, I did not 
bly Mindge that my company would be neceſſary for my 
un- MWiiter, he propofed that I ſhould make a journey to 
but Dublin to aſſiſt him with my counſels. 
ſee-M This letter, of which 1 have now given an extract, 
did Haid not infpire me with any miſchievous reflections, 
full Wor with any thing that looked like a vain ſatisſaction, 
| hefffrom which there is ſome difficulty to defend ones eli, 
caſt In ſeeing under folly and diſgrace thoſe who would 
r toÞbuſe their underſtanding and liberty to ou preju- 
epa-· Piece. On the contrary, blaming Angleſey for think- 
1em,. Wig, that the advice he had given to Linch's ſervants 
her, Might help to eſtabliſh the tranquillity of their maſter, 
g to declared to thoſe that heard me, that it would be 
nuch more advantageous ior him to have but one 


fair in view; and that the diſquiet, into which 
o his filence alone was capable of caſting him, might 
ur offÞ\row great perplexity over his miad. This 
ated Fought made me reſolve immediately to diſabuie 
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his hopes and his meaſures diſappointed; but b 4 

forting himſelf under a — evil, he Ber 2 effects 
ploy himſelf only on what is moſt urgent. It wat demoiſ 
after I had brought myſelf to this reſolution, that! wy for 
formed from it one more extended. In reading over dam A 


is letter, I was moved at the turn he had gi 12 
to his juſtification, and I conceived in effect, —_— ed 
ardent paſſion in a fierce man may hurry him into went a\ 
ſuch violent extremes, as his reaſon might .cendemn, the ſam 
and yet not leave him the power to |» ans them, ; How 
If his honour preſerves him well enough in combat. WM futu 
ing and reſtraining at leaſt certain effects of them, what Pe 
this is an abatement of the evil, that ought 10 gleſey, | 
make one judge favourably of his character, and mid n 
which makes him, perhaps, merit more pity than con- = 94 

evive 


tempt and averſion. Linch has loved my ſiſter, - 
ought then love to be punithed by hatred ? Was he and info, 
not happy enough in not being able to ſucceed in de L, 


pleaſing her, and to find himſelf engaged in a mul- to come 
titude of falſe ſteps, from which he could not recover . 
Himſelf without grief and confuſion ? Why then of Myc: 
ſhould we inſult over his pains? In the very evil is fears 
he had done us, might not I diſcover ſome matter I. which 
tending to a carefling of us, that might invite ra- cncealin, 
ther our friendſhip thau revenge ? | Prizing us 
My generoſity not failing to heat me by thoſe [ went 
reflections, I imagined that he was not unſeaſonable my mind 
in thinking I had the power of being wſeful to him, "PPortunit 
I was known to the viceroy, and I did not flatter arid of 
aw 


myſelf in imagining that he had ſome eſteem for me, 

I did not ſtand worſe in the opinions of the prin» Nat had br 
cipal members of the council, and the experience 10g poſ 
formerly had in proceedings of this nature, mad ces I inte 


me capable of chuſing the ſhortet ways. Ther ll my tim 
came alſo into my mind an expedient, that I thought on with 
deciſive for his juſtification and liberty, I examin duld not a 
ed my thoughts with great application, and atftet um, ſeemec 
abundance of reflections, finding them feaſible, de began h 
began to think, that I ſhould have cauſe to reproaci 5 for an ; 
myſelf with the loſs of an unhappy man, if I ſhoul. "nts that f 
retuſe him thoſe aſſiſtances, of which I judged th ) [peak of 
| „ elfe out her he 
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effects infallible. The next day I declared to Ma- 

demoiſelle de L—, that I was reſolved, to commit 
der for ſome days to the truſt and friendſhip of Ma- 
I WW dam Angleſey, in order to go to Dublin. She was 
no way alarmed at my deſign. Honour and virtue 
a Wl ſeemed to be united in this houſe for her ſecurity. I 
went away without any diſquiet, and left her alſo in 
0 the ſame condition. 

How ſhould I foreſee what was as yet concealed 
in futurity, when I had not the leaſt diffidence in 
what paſſed about myſelf? Could I foretell, that An- 
gleſey, with an intention to ſerve us, had already 
raiſed us ſuch evils, as all the power of men was 
not capable of repairing? He had writ to Patrick 
to revive in his memory their ancient acquaintance, 
and informing him that I was here with Mademoiſelle 
de L—, he laid hold of this motive to engage him 
to come and ſurprize us at his houſe. This was the 
thing I was apprehenſive of from the firſt moment 
of my coming there, and I was not yet cured of 
my fears; but how could I penetrate into a thing, 
in which Angleſey thought he did ns a pleaſure; by 
concealing it from us, out of a vain hope of ſur- 
prizing us agreeably ? | 

I went away without any ſuſpicion. - It came into 
my mind on the road to take advantage of this 
opportunity to make a journey for ſome days to the 
county of Antrim. Dublia lay in my way to it; 


latte Wand I ſaw no difficulty in concealing the adventure 
r "that had brought me over into Ireland. Nevertheleſs, 
Prin Fhaving poſtponed this deſign till I had ended the ſer- 
. ices I intended to do for my Lord Linch, I laid out 


Wl my time on his affairs. He received me in his 
Wriſon with tranſports of joy. A journey, that he 
duld not aſcribe to any thing but a deſire of ſerving 
„, ſeemed capable of removing all his fears. It 
ie began by making ſome apologies; he did not 

ait for an anſwer; but declared to me all the ſenti- 
Pents that filled his heart, and coming immediately 
1 6 ſpeak of Roſe, he aſked me a thouſand queſtions 
ed dout her health, and the diſpoſitions ſhe was in for 
ache F. \ D 2 R him, 
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him, before I could find a moment to open my 


mouth. | 


At length having left me the liberty of anſwering 
him, I did not go about the buſh to tell him, that 
his joy was weakly founded, if he took the ſuccel; 
You believe, 
ſaid I, that my ſiſter is in Ireland; your people hay; 
done you wrong by leaving you in this millake, 
They have not failed in fidelity to your orders; but 
their zeal is deceived in taking for her a young lady, 
They 


of his raſh enterprize for granted. 


whom you have not the leaſt knowledge of. 
obliged her to croſs the ſeas with me; but thanks to 
the protection of Heaven, we are delivered from our 
alarms. Another, added I, would repreach you tor 
your violent attempts, which do not wound lets the 
laws of man, than thoſe of heaven; but I am come 
here upon quite different motives. I think, as you do, 
that my labours may be uſe ful to you; and the zeal, 
with which I have come to ſerve you, may convince 
you, that I know how to forget injuries. 

Though the tone I had uſed was too ſerions tc 
ſuſzr him to look upon my diſcourſe as a banter 
yet his prepoſſeſſion did not permit him to believe i 
fincere, He told me ſmiling, that he as freely pet 
doned my reproaches, as the defign I appeared tc 
have in embarraſling him a little by my feints, anc 
that, after all, he looked upon himlelf as too happ) 
in finding me diſpoſed to pardon a ſtep, which it 
could not flatter himſelf I would forget but aiter 
long courſe of ſervic2s. I in vain protelled to hin 
again that he ſhut his eyes to no purpoſe ; th! 
my ſiſter was quiet in France; and that I had no oth: 
view but to ſatisfy my own generoſity in the cl: 
I came to make him of. my labours. The force 
my inſtances ſerved only to throw him into anothe 
error. He perſuaded himſelf, that this pretence . 
an artifice I had meditated to deliver Roſe out ot Þ 
hands; and rivetting hiniſelf in this thought, | 
pretended to ſurrender his faith to my proteſtation 
with a ſmile, nevertheleſs, by which he ſeemed to 
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me underſtand, that all my addreſs was not capable 
of deceiving him. : 

It was of fo little importance to me to make him 
change his opinion, that without inſiſting further on 
jr, I ſpoke to him of the hopes I had of delivering 
him by a certain way, which I forbore explaining 
to him till after the event. As moſt of his ſervants 
were in Dublin, he gave them orders to obey me in 
every thing, and to appear in my retinue, in order 
to give me at the viceroy's court an air of ſome 
diſtiuction. | 

It was neither violence nor fraud I propoſed to 
£.. Mvſe. Having learned that the principal accuſations 
the againſt my Lord Linch were his obligations to the 
omell court of St Germain, and the project of going into 
| do the ſervice of King James, to whom they ſuſpected 


zeal him to have a ſtrong bias, the chief importance of 


incelltde affair was to juſtify him plainly upon theſe two 
articles; and the one ſeemed to depend upon the 

is tofiether. For with what appearance of tavour ſoever he 
nter Ile had been received at St Germain, the inferences 
ve its be drawn from thence would vaniſh of themſelves, 
par if it was made probable, that his heart was attached 
ed iche the government of England, and that far from 
- an{'dinking of forſaking his country, he was endeavour- 
apps to eſtabliſh it in more alliances. Now not only 
en che two duels, in which he had been engaged in France, 
{cer Pad ſhut him out from an entrance into, that king- 
„ hichdom, but the deſign he had of runving away with 
thy filter was a proof of his intentions to ſettle him- 


othe elf in Ireland. Would even his ſecurity ſaffer him 


cee repaſs the feas, after fo great a noiſe of ſuch an 
rce tempt, which would expoſe him more than ever 
0 the ſeverity of the law? It was upon this argu- 
nent that I built the ſucceſs of my undertaking ; 
and though it was ſubje& to ſome objections, yet 
here would remain ſtrength enough in it to prevail 
Nainſt bare ſuſpicions, which did more honour to 
le zeal than to the juſtice of the government. 

A memorial I had drawn up with care to prepare 
e viceroy to hear me, made his diſpoſition ſo ſavour- 


D 3 able, 
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able, that at the firſt audience he ſubmitted to the 


probability of my reaſons, I had obſerved in the 
affair of my father, as well as that of Patrick, 
that he loved the nobility, and if his fear of ren- 
dering his zeal to the court of London ſuſpected had 
made him lend a ready ear to accuſations, he en. 
deavoured afterwards, to ſerve thoſe whom he had 
been, as it were, forced to proſecute. Nevertheleſs, his 
authority not being extenſive enough to diſcharge 
a ſtate-eriminal, he turned me over to that tribunal, 
to which I had addreſſed ſo many ſolicitations tor 
Patrick. I was received there with a reſpe& that 
increaſed my hopes, and, whether it were that I was 
indebted for it to the remembrance of my former 
manner of proceeding, or to the ſecret influence of the 
governor, 1 obtained in a few days the liberty of 
my client. 

He received this news with tranſport, His ſer- 
vants at home, who had been ignorant of my jour. 
ney, having continued to hold him in his miltake, 
he ſnewed a lively impatience to ſee Roſe again; let 
us begone, ſaid he, embracing me, I ſhall die with 
pleaſure in caſting myſelf at her feet. 1 took this 
opportunity of telling him again, that far from find- 
ing my ſiſter at his houſe, he would not even find 
the lady there, who had been taken away in her ſtead, 
My prote ſtations did not appear to him more ſerious 
than at the firſt time. Nevertheleſs, when being 
ready to go, he ſaw that I refuſed ſtepping into his 
coach with him, and that I prepared to take the 
road to Antrim to purſue the project I had formed of 
viſiting my pariſh and family. 1 perceived a.change 
in his countenance, which began to give him a mil 
truſt of the truth. Then appearing to change his 
opinion, he fancied that I endeavoured to make 4 
jeſt of his embarraſſment, and that I was about taking 
another road to get before him to his caſtle. This 
thought reſtored to him his mirth. I penetrate your 
deſign, ſaid he at parting ; ſhe ſhall ſee which of us 


two will outſtrip the other. He parted at wm — 
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ghtning. I laughed at his error, and the ſame in- 
fant took the road for Antrim, | 

Never was a journey undertaken for friendſhip 
productive of more bitter fruits. During all my paſ- 
ſages I entertained myſelf with the motives that per- 
ſuaded me to it, If the divers lights I had received 
into the ſituation of Patrick, did not give me room 
of hoping to find him in a ſtate of perfect tranquilli- 
ty, yet, being encouraged at leaſt by the opinion 1 
had of his character, I was without inquietude as to 


the bottom of his conduct. Even his conſtancy, 


with which he bad continued till now in Ireland, tied 
to his family, and faithful to his duty, gave me 
room to judge, that if he had ſuffered ſome conflicts, 
he had come off conqueror ; and in thoſe ſort of 
perils, the firſt attack appearing to me the moſt 
dangerous, I did not foreſee any other difficulty for- 
me, than to confirm by my exhortations and coun- 
ſels, that victory, which I thought him indebted for to 
his own proper ſtrength. So I propoſed to myſelf a ſen- 
lible joy by ſurpriſing him with my arrival; and the 
more I reflected on the effeds I might expect from 
my journey, the more I was perſuaded that I could 


not have diſpenſed with it, unleſs I had failed in my 


duty, 

It was night when I arrived at his houſe. The 
gate of the caſtle was opened to me at the firſt 
knock, and I thought I perceived that they ran to it 
in haſte, which would have made me judge that I 


was expected, if I had not thought they ſhewed ſome 


miſtruſt at my coming near. Nevertheleſs, not being 
known to the ſervant who came to ſpeak to me, I was 
preſently informed at my firſt queſtion, that their 
maſter was not at home, and 1 thought from their 


manner of 'anſwering, that hearing me knock, they, 


vere in hopes it was he they ſhould find at the gate. 


My lady, faid the porter to one of his companions, | 


will be a good deal vexed to be miſtaken, and they 

appeared to be ſo much taken vp with this thought, 

that they introduced me into the court without ſhew-+ 

ug much heed to me, _ continued to talk together 
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of the trouble and anxiety of their miſtreſs. At 
length another ſervant, whom chance brought in 
the way, having remembered to have ſeen me in 
Dublin, ran to me with ſo much eagerneſs, that it 
opened the eyes of the others, who ſeemed to have 
neglected me, and underſtanding from him who | 
was, their indifference turned all at once into tran» 


ſports of joy. The noite of my arrival was ſpread 


in a moment all over the caltle, and I found myſelf 
encompail:d with people, who payed me all ſorts of 
reſpeft, Aithough there remained with me. ſome 
cauſe of trouble from the firit. words I had heard, 
yet I ſuſpended my curioſity, which made me wiſh 
tor ſome explanation, and I aſked to be ſhewed the 
way to my ſiſter. | | 

She was juſt informed, that it was I who came ſo late 
to her gate. I found her in bed, and learned from her- 
jelf, that ſhe had continued fo for eight days. Her 


' ficſt expreſſions contained nothing but marks of joy; 
but returning ſoon to what had taken full poſſeſſion 


of her heart and ſoul, ſhe aſked, interrupting herſelf, 
it I bad ſeen my lord, and if I brought her any 
I am but juſt arrived in the pro- 
viace, ſaid I, and I came directly here without having 
ſtopped at my own houſe. My anſwer ſeemed to 
afflict her feelingly ; ſhe remained for a time without 
opening her mouth, and I obſerved that ſhe let fall 
ſome tears. MEL. | 

I fcarce durſt requeſt her to ſpeak to me with free- 
dom. I had too little familiarity with her to exped 
all at once her confidence, and not able to ima- 
gine of what nature her troubles were, I was fear- 
tul leaſt my curioſity ſhould betray any air of indiſ- 
cretion. Beſides all the hints I had received at ſfevc- 


ral times occurring at once to my imagination, | 


was ſhook with a thouſand terrors, againſt which J 


was every now and then obliged to call up my rea- 
| fon. This confuſion of ideas made me take the re- 


ſolution of pretending, that I did not perceive her 
trouble; and making my queſtions fall upon my 
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brother, I inquired negligently if he intended to be 
abſent long. I am ignorant of that myſelf anſwered. 
ſhe, looking more ſtedfaſtly on me, I have heard 
nothing from him theſe eight days; he is gone to 
Dublin under pretence of ſome buſineſs, His ſilence 
gives me diſturbance, ſince he promiſed to write to 
me. Eight days abſence, ſaid I ſmiling, ought not 


to give you ſo great an uneaſineſs, and continuing 


to ſpeak to her with an air of freedom, I turned the 
diſcourſe upon Roſe, and the ſtate of our affairs in 
France, The intereſt ſhe took in them having en- 
gaged her enough to afford ſome diverſion to her 
troubles, I avoided giving any openings that might 
embarraſs me in onr firlt interview, 
' Nevertheleſs, I was no ſooner alone, than not be- 
ing able to maſter my alarms, I called Patrick's 
valet de chambre, whom I knew to be X diſcreet 
fellow, and one devoted to his intereſt. a long time. 
Without entering into any other detail than what 
was ſuitable to his character, I fpoke to him of his 
maſter's journey as of an unſeaſonable diſappoint- 
ment, that gave me ſome vexation, fince the hopes I 
had of ſeeing him made me ſteal ſome days from my 
moſt urgent affairs. I continued to talk to him in 
a plain way; but he did not liſten to me long before 
he diſcovered a countenance ſo ſorrowſul, that it 
gave me an opportunity of aſking him the cauſe of 
it, He ſeemed to heſitate in his anſwer, At length, 
as if he had reſolved on it all of a ſudden, he ſhut the 
door, with the precaution of one who feared to be 
overheard, and, coming near me, he held. this diſ- 
courſe ;: | | | 

It is not from you I onght to conceal the misſor- 
tunes that threaten this houſe. Perhaps heaven has ſent 
you hither to prevent them; and if I could have truſt- 
ed to my zeal, L ſhould have taken up the pen a long 
time e to give you notice of it. But I am igno- 
rant of the bounds which duty has impoſed on me 
in the rank I ſtand, and, upon the whole, my maſter 
having never diſcovered any thing of the matter to 


me, I have nothing to relate to you but from my own I 
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ebſervations. You thought the fortune and the 
happineſs of my lord were eſtabliſned by his mar. 
riage ; but 1 foretaw, from the day of his engage- 
ment, that ſo, violent a ſacrifice could not have hap. 
py conſequences. His heart was before given away. l 
knew his paſſion in its beginning, and the confidence 
be then repoſed in me not making him yet diſguiſe 
from me his ſentiments. I have a thouſand proofs that 
nothing can be capable of diſengaging bim from 
Mademoiſelle de Le. I have even wondered at 
ſceing him yield to your perſuaſions, that he con 
fatter himſelf in ever being able to fulfil his duty; 
{or there is no doubt to be made, but he has uſed 
numberleſs efforts to ſubmit to theſe laws he had im- 
poſed en himſelf. In truth, he has concealed from 
me ſince that time every thing that paſſed within 
his heart ; but I will tel] you what chance and my 
zeal have diſcovered to me whether he would or 
not, 

After your departure for France, his diſtemper, 
which became much more dangerous, having detained 
him a long time in Dublin, I perceiv'd one day, that 
all the time he could ſteal from the converſation of 
my lady was employed in writing, I eaſily gueſſed 
the ſubject of his letters. But he gave me him- 
ſelf the opportunity of being aſſured of it. Neceflity 
obliging him to forward them through me, he told me, 
caſting down his eyes, that one of them was for Made- 
moiſelle de I, and the other for Mr des Peſſes; and 
he left it to me to ſeal them. My compaſſion for 
his ſufferings, more ſtrong perhaps than my duty, in- 
clined me immediately to read them. I was moved 
even to tears at the expreſſions of an inconſolable 
heart; and not ſeeing what advantage it would bring 
either to his repoſe or to that of Mademorſelle de L—, 
to read a converfation made up of,grief and tears, [ 
reſolved, having confulted firſt with myſelf for a long 
time, to cut ſhort this new correſpondence at its 
ſource. I burned the letters. They were addreſſed 
to the ſervants of Mr des Peſſes at Paris, From 
wy knowledge I had of them, I writ to them myſel: 
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to inquire after news from their maſter, that I might 
be in a condition to purſue all their ſteps. 

I know not from what hopes my lord ſeemed to 
become more eaſy. The careſſes and continued atten» 
tions of my lady had perhaps the power of mollify- 
ing his heart, unleſs rather the expectation of an an- 
ſwer from Mademoiſelle de ., and the conſolation 
he found in writing to her, might have a little ſuſ- 
pended his troubles ; for I could not remark that con- 
jugal love had gained the leaſt aſcendant over him, 

or that his cares for my lady had from thence been 
— eager. He loved nothing but ſolitude. He 


hmented bitterly when he was interrupted. My lady 


herſelf could not come near his chamber but ſhe trem- 
bled, and although ſhe was fo ſenſible to his leaſt 
obliging behaviour, that the ſatisfaction flowing ſrom 
it always diffuſed itſelf over her countenance, yet his 
humour was fo uneven, that he did not appear to be 
the ſame man every moment of the day. We lei: 


Dublin about three weeks after your departure. His 


reſidence ia this province made no change in the con · 
duct or diſpoſition of my lord. | 

ln the mean time, as nothing happened after the ad- 
venture of the letters, that could give me any room 
w carry my obſervations further than appearances, I 
was in hopes that time would at length diſſipate theie 
firſt. clouds. The reliques of his diſtemper ſeemed 
yet to colour his coldneſs for his wife, and it was 
2 matter well known in the houſe, that under this 
pretence he diſpenſed with himfelf even to that time 
from bedding her. But recovering his ſtrength from 
day to day, it ſeemed to me impoilible that at his 
age he ſhould long continue faithful to ſo ſtrange a 
reſolution. The phyſicians adviſed him to the diver- 
ſions of the field, and I know not whether the de- 
fign of freeing himſelf from the preſence of my lady, 
had not as great a ſhare as his health in his ſubmiſſion. 


to their orders. From morning till night he was on 


horſe-back. I was at firſt ſurprized to ſee in him this 
paſſion, which I had not koown in him before. But 
I was not long deceived in it, Whilſt his ſervants 
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were in purſuit of the ſtag, he would hide himſelf 
alone in the moſt covered ridings of the foreſt, and 
it was always with the greateſt marks of vexation 
that he found himſelf diſcovered by thoſe who through 
uneaſineſs purſued him upon the tract. My lady 
took a reliſh for the ſame exerciſe. It was plain to 
all the world, that her ſole motive was a deſire to 
follow and paſs the day with him. He then became 
more eager than his huntſmen in following upon the 
tracts of the moſt ſavage beaſts, and in hunting them 
down in places inacceſſible, where the niceneſs and 
tenderneſs of his wife would not ſuffer her to follow 
him. I wondered at all his caprices. 

One day however, when either fatigue or his taſte 
for ſolitude had made him quit his horſe to reſt him- 
ſelf in the ſhade, my lady, who followed him per- 
haps with more eagerneſs than ſhe had for an exer- 
ciſe in which ſhe would perſuade us ſhe placed all 
her dclight, joined him at a time that he ſeemed 
leaſt to expect it. I was with him, and reſpect having 
. | obliged me to ſtep aſide ſome paces, Feaſlily perceived 
that in his firſt ſurprize, he appeared for ſome time 
embarraſſed. She ſat down near him. His reſource 
was to lament his indiſpoſitions, from which he re- 
ceived no eaſe by all the applications of remedies, 
and to rally the phyſicians with a forced ſmile, who 
had preſcribed him a regimen proper enough to fa- 
tigue, but incapable of curing him. My lady took 
occaſion from thence to rail againſt hunting, and ad- 
viſed him to abandon it. She joined 'to her advice 
a thouſand tender marks of inquietude and affection. 
I liſtened to his anſwers, which were kind and polite. 
She ſeized his hand ; he did not draw it back ; but I 
obſerved that he bluſned, as if this liberty had alarm: 
ed his modeſty. In the mean time, their converſation 
having continued in the ſame tone, I had no doubt 
but his heart had ſuffered itſelf to be ſurpriſed by 
ſome impulſe of tenderneſs ; for he drew his wile's 
hand to his mouth, and kiſſed it many times with 2 
paſſionate air. As to her, into the bottom of whole 
heart thoſe ſimple careſſes ſuddenly pierced, her — 
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neſs and tenderneſs explained themſelves in a man- 
ner leſs ambiguous. She ſeized again, in her turn, 
the hand of my lord, and holding it on the graſs, 
on which her head was reclined, ſhe fixed her lips to 
it for a long time, with a ſilence more moving than 
all the expreſſions. But ſome huntſmen appearing, 
interrupted ſuch happy beginnings. 

Although all my diligence could not give me room 
to obſerve, the days following, that this ſcene had 
produced the effects I had promiſed myſelf from it, 
yet I was perſuaded more than ever, that it would 
contribute to the happineſs of my maſter in effacing 
thoſe grievous ideas, that cauld leave no repoſe to 


his heart, as long as they ſubſiſted in his memory: 


I-formed. the deſign of making him entirely forget 
Mademoiſelle de 3 ——, and the only way to this end 
that appeared infallible, was to perſuade him that ſhe 
was either dead or married. I pitched upon the latter 


as the moſt probable. My lord, who was impatient. 


to receive the expected anſwers, had often ſent me to 
Londonderry, to which place he had directed them 
to be addreſſed. Having received a letter myſelf from 
one of the-ſervants of Mr des Peſſes, wherein I was 
informed, that his maſter was in Germany, 1 pre- 


tended to have got advice of his return, and of the 


marriage of Made moiſelle de L - This impru- 


dence, which was pardonable according to my inten- 
tions, has probably coſt me my fortune; but the 
moſt terrible effect from it was the throwing my 


lord into a deſpair, that has daily gained ground. He 
had nevertheleſs the power to obſerve yet ſome little 
moderation, until the day marked out for my ruin, 
and perhaps for his. 

We were hunting, and my lady alſo was with us; 
when the ſtag driving towards Londonderry, we came 
to the great road in order to croſs it. My maſter 
thought he knew a gentleman, who was advancing to- 
wards us, attended by a lacquey. He ſtopped to ſee 
who it was. LI diſcovered as ſoon as he, that it was 
Mr des Pefſes. What could I draw from this meet- 
ing but a bad omen? Yet bow was I capable of pre- 
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venting the effects of it? My lord was already hung 
about the neck of his friend, and without regarding 
decency, which perhaps ſhould have obliged him 
not to leave my lady. alone in the middle of the 
road, he ſpent above an hour apart with him. I 
was informed in the evening from the lacquey of 
Mr des Peſſes, what the ſubje&t of this important 
converſation was. They had returned from Germa- 
ny, and not imagining that my lord was married, 
reſolved to have the pleaſure of coming themlſelves 
to Ireland to inform him, that Mr de L-— was 
dead, and that his daughter, till filled with the 
fame love, was upon her journey to Paris to offer 
him her eſtate, and her hand. He had conſtancy 
enough to allow his friend full time to explain hin- 
felf, and endeavour to read over a letter from his 
miſtreſs, before he ſuffered one complaint, or one ſigh 
to eſcape him. But with what violence did he imme- 
diately give himſelf up to the moſt unbounded grief? 
He alighted from his horſe with an air of deſpair, 
and throwing himſelf on the ground, remained a long 
time without even lending an ear to Mr des Peſles, 
1 came to him in haſte. My artifice, which he had 
then no difficulty to apprehend, and which my ap- 
pearing called up to his memory, inflamed him with 
1 paſſion ſo piercing, that he forbade me coming any 
more in his ſight. My lady, who came up the ſame 
moment, had no better receptions ; and ſurpriſed, as 
well as his ſervants were, to fee him in ſuch tran- 
ſports of grief, from whence he did not recover, the 
ſilence ãnd aſtoniſhment of all the ſpectators formed 
a ſcene as difficult to be repreſented in words as 
written. | 
In the mean time, Mr des Peſſes knew me, and hav- 
ing privately aſked me ſome explanation, I inform- 
ed him in a few words of the cauſe of his ſo great 
trouble. He lamented his imprudence ;. remedies 
- were hard to be found: But employing all his wit 
to repair the evil he had cauſed, he came up to my 
maſter's ear, conjured him to pardon an error, W. 
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which the eagerneſs of a paſlive friendſhip had preci- 
pitated him, and not to redouble the mortal grief he 
felt by making the cauſe of it too glaring. Des Peſſes 
at length conſtrained himſelf to remount his horſe, and 
appearing with a good grace before my lady, he la- 
boured to give a colour to the motive of his journey 
to Ireland, and to the diſorder occaſioned by his ar- 
rival to my lord. 

I know nat what idea my lady formed in theſe firſt 
moments; but after ſome marks of inquietude, to 
which my maſter ſeemed little ſenſible, ſhe aſſumed a 
countenance more ſedate. Perhaps that was the time 
to diſpoſſeſs her of her ſuſpicions with a little pru- 
dence and management. For three days, that Mr 
des Peſſes paſſed with my lord, he fpared no pains. 
to convince him of the neceſſity of entering into ſuch. 
reaſonable views; but he could not make him reliſh 
his advice, An obſtinate ſilence, continual ſobbings, 
an air of diſtraction and fury, that ſpread grief and 
fear over the whole houſe, this was from that fatal 
day the habitual diſpoſition of my wretched maſter, 
'My lady, who appeared many times the ſame day 
at the door of his apartment, could not obtain leave 
to enter; and if afterwards he confented ſometimes. 
to receive her, it was always done with ſuch forced 
politeneſs, that ſhe never returned without burſting. 
into a flood of tears. As to me, who trembled to 
appear in his preſence after he had forbidden me, I 
did not forbear to ſhew myſelf in doing my ordinary 
ſervices; which he received without ſeeming to re- 
member his orders; but T had a thouſand reaſons to 
jadge that I was utterly loſt in his mind. 

My lady, who could aſcribe ſuch a terrible change 
to nothing but the arrival of Mr des Pẽſſes, diſcover- 
ed ſo openly, that the preſence of this ſtranger was 
diſagreeable to her, that it determined him to be 
gone. He ſaw my maſter before his departure; but 


whether it were that in this interview he had received 


fome reproaches, that diminiſhed his affections for my 
maſter, or whether he apprehended that be — 
red 
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redouble his grief by letters, we had not the leaf! 
word from him after his return to France. 

We might have flattered ourſelves nevertheleſs, that 
our misfortunes were at their height, ſo long as my 
lady, who was hitherto ignorant of her, employed 
all her labour to reſtore a calm and tranquillity in the 
houſe. If the ſituation of her huſband was to her 
a cruel torment, ſhe yet ſhat up all her ſufferings in 
her breaſt, and we could perceive nothing from them 
but tears. But as ſhe was too little circumſpect to 
difſemble for a long time the malady of her mind, 
ſhe but too eafily procured hints and informations, 
which ſhe had done more prudent to have avoided 
during her whole life. Her jealouſies were changed 
into.certainties by an unfortunate curioſity to read the 
letter from Mademoiſelle de L—. She often ſaw this 
fatal piece in the hands of her huſband. He left it 
open upon his table without the leaſt precaution. No. 
thing being ſo eaſy as to ſteal it many times in the 
day, ſhe took it away with her, and being intoxicated 
with the mortal poiſon contained in every word, 
the firſt motion of her vengeance was to tear it in 
pieces. Happy, if at the ſame time ſhe had wrung 
from her heart that arrow ſhe had juſt thruſt into it! 
But appearances made us too eaſily apprehend, that 
the reading of this letter was as fatal to her as to my 
lord. During the firſt day, ſhe ſhut herſelf up in her 
apartment, where ſhe admitted no perſon near her. 

Scarce durſt her woman attend to do her the necef- 
ſary ſervices. She paſſed whole days without nou- 
'Tiſhment ; ſhe wept without intermiſſion. So that de- 
ſpair ſeemed to have found two to prey upon in the 
lieu of one. They were each of them in their ſepa- 
rate apartments, as it were buried in a kind of ſe- 
pulchre, from whence they took no farther notice of 
what was doing in the world; without ſhewing any 

deſire of ſpeaking to one another, of ſeeing one a- 
nother, or of ſcarce informing themſelves of their 
mutual fituations, or of what employed them in their 
ſolitude. My lord, who in vain ſonght for his 


letter, eould not be ignorant into whoſe hands it had 
; fallen; 
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fallen; and if he durſt not ſhew too much vexation 
at loſing it, I obſerved he was not free from uneaſi - 
neſs at the effects it might produce. 

Mr Dilnick came one day to the caſtle. He had: 
ſamiliarity enough there to enter without any pre- 
cautions, Going immediately to my lady's cham- 
ber, his aſtoniſhment mult have been extreme to find 
her under a ſadneſs and abjection of mind, of the 
cauſe of which no body could give him an account. 
He in vain queſtioned all the domeſticks. 'Vhoſe who 
apprized him of the adventure of the letter could. 
not add any other ecclairciſſment. As to me, Who 
was only capable of informing him, I pretended to 
know no more of the matter than another, and being 
glad that my lady had ſo much power over her 
mind as to truſt no body with her ſecrets, I drew a 
good omen from this moderation, Nevertheleſs, 
having ſeen my lord, he found him alſo in fo great 
2 diſorder, that it was difficult to diſcover any 
thing from him, and he formed, no doubt, his own 
conjectures upon theſe ſo ſtrange appearances. I 
cannot ſay by what ſteps he arrived at thoſe ſuſpici- 
ons that offended my maſter. Mr Dilnick is rough 
and daring. Some complaints that potlibly drop- 
pred from my lady, or her tears alone, might have 
made him fancy ſhe was ill uſed. He obſerved too 
few meaſures in opening himſelf upon this point: I 
was preſent, My lord, nettled to ſee himſelf accuſed. 
of an outrage ſo unworthy of him, took up the mat-- 
ter in ſuch a ſtrain, as drew on him reproaches yet 
more ſevere, They ran to their ſwords, and all my 
zeal could not hinder Mr Dilnick from receiving in 
an inſtant a thruſt in the arm, nor from returning one 
the ſame -moment, that wounded my maſter in the 
thigh, 5 

L had ſcarce parted them, when Mr Dilnick, out 
of countenance, no doubt, at his paſſion, retired 
without opening his mouth, and inſtantly left the 


caſtle. My lord was not hurt ſo dangerouſly as to 
require any other help than mine. This quarrel nok . 


dere: 
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being known to any perſon, he ordered me to keep it 
a ſecret, and in a few days his wound was healed. * 
Nevertheleſs, it was to this fatal wound that I at- 
tributed his moſt mortal troubles, and perhaps his 
departure, which has left us all here in a coaſter. 
nation for many days paſt. It ill becomes me to dive 
into his thoughts with ſo much liberty; but if you 
can forgive ſomething to my affection, I will not 
conceal from you what I have read many times in his 
countenance and eyes. Before this accident I only 
remarked in them grief and diſpair, but ſince that 
time I ſaw there painted nothing but indignation 
and fury: I am confident he was -perſuaded, that 
my lady had carried her complaints to Mr Dilnick, 
and that it was at her ſolicitation he came to quar- 
rel with him in his chamber. Duty had till this 
moment ſtruggled in his heart; for to what elſe 
will you aſcribe the perpetual diſorder in his mind 
and health? But I apprehend, that the reſpect, 
which he could not refuſe to an amiable woman, 
by whom he ſaw himfelf adored, was enfeebled by 
this unfortunate opinion. It is at leaſt true, that far 
from appearing dejected and languiſhing, as he had 
till then done, far from venting his grief in tears 
and fighs, he from thenceforth ſhewed the trouble 
of his heart in nothing but violent agitations. He 
forbore all at once from inquiring after the health of 
my lady. He leaves his apartment to go into the 
garden. He walks in it at a great rate with haſlty 
ſteps and large ſtrides for two hours together, and 
the night very often overtakes him in it, before he 
appears to know any thing of the matter. 
was at the time that he received, by way of France, 
letter that yet farther augmented the violence of 
his agitations. He ſent an anſwer to it with the 
utmolt expedition; but I was not pitched upon to 
carry it to the poſt. I thought he had the air of 
2 man who would fain ſurmount his troubles by the 
' force of a furious reſolution, and, if I may fay it, 
by & diſdain and contempt of them. My lady, 
who perhaps had before found ſome conſolation in the 
remains 
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remains of complaiſance which he ſometimes ſhewed 
by inquiring after her, no ſooner ſaw herſelt deprived 
of this comfort, than her melancholy began to in- 
creaſe. She was fain nevertheleſs to ſubmit to all the 
rigour of her fate, and make her pride and indig- 
nation give way to her tenderneſs. Without quitting 
at firſt her apartment, the ſent him word herſelf 
that ſhe began to amend, and would be glad to receive 
from him a viſit. He choſe the time when her 
women were employed in dreſſing her, and his viſit 
was ſhort, The ſame day he reſumed his exerciſe of 
hunting, and not returning till late, avoided the ne- 
cellity of going to her again. I obſerved the ſame 
afſetation during the following days. My lady, 
recovering perhaps ſome hopes from the change of his 
occupations, or not being able to live without ſeeing 
him, deceived his expectations by waiting conſtantly 
for his return. $0 he was as it were obliged to en- 
tertain her ſome moments; but the pretext of illneſs. 
or fatigue was a never-failing argument to deliver 

him quickly from this conſtraint. | 
At length, a letter he received eight days ago 
made him immediately take the reſolution of getting 
on horfe- back. I yet flattered myſelf that he would 
order me to attend him. I ſoon ſaw hy the choice 
he made of another, that I had for ever loſt his con- 
dence, He departed with ſo much precipitation, 
that he had ſcarce time to take leave of my lady. 
doubt whether he inform'd her of the motives of 
his journey, or the duration of his intended abſence; 
for the melted into tears the moment he departed, 
and her inquietude hath from that time appeared to 
mcreaſe every day. She has been ſo ill fince his 
abſence, that ſhe has not for a moment left her bed; 
which never happened her fince the time that the 
letter of Mademoiſelle de L—— cauſed her ſo much 
afflidion. This evening, at the firſt knock you gave 
at the gate, all the family fancied it was my lord, 
and every one was in haſte to carry the news to my 
lady. But if ſhe has received from ſeeing you any 
coatdlation, you muſt have remai ked, that it did not 
come 
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come from the bottom of her heart, where lies the 
perpetual ſource of her misfortunes, : 

I was ſo moved with this relation, that, as if l 
had not given attention to one part of theſe dif- 

aſters, I made him explain over again many circum: 
ſtances that appeared to me obſcure, and particularly 
thoſe relating to the quarrel between Patrick and 
Dilnick. I could ſcarce believe that Dilnick, whom 
I knew to be full of fire, but at the ſame time a 
man of honour and ſenſe, ſhould upoa bare appear: 
ances ſo forget himſelf as to fall to cutting his friend's 
throat, and inclining to believe. that my filter in- 
law had made ſome indiſcreet, diſcoveries to him, 1 
was ſorry ſhe had given Patrick this kind of advan- 
tage over her. The reflection of the valet de cham: 
bre was juſt: A heart that ſtruggles ſor its duty, and 
that ſuffers mortally by this violence, lays* hold but 
too eagerly on every thing that carries only the bare 
appearance of juſtifying its weakneſſes. I was ne- 
vertheleſs far from aſeribing the abſence of my 
brother to this cauſe ; and inquiring whether he had 
made any preparations for a long journey, upon hear- 
ing he went away without any precautions, I ima- 
gined his view was only to ſweeten his melancholy, 
by wandering abroad for a few days. But ill I 
thought I foreſaw, that if he was irritated againſt 
Eis wife, I ſhould have more difficulty in giving him 
a reliſh of thoſe medicines, that I was deſirous to 
adminiſter for his conſolation. Are you very ſure, 
_ ſaid I again to his valet, that he has yet never paſſed 
a night with my lady? He anſwered this queſtion, 
by relating to me fome particulars that could not leave 
me in the leaſt doubt: and as to what related to Dil- 
nick, he repeated to me the reaſons he had to belizve, 
that Mr Dilnick's paſſion proceeded from nothing 
but his own ſuſpicions, | ; 

I commended the zeal that had attached him to 
the intereſts of his maſter, and engaged to re-eſta- 
Þliſh him in his mind. A night, in which the fa- 


* 


tigue of a journey had made reſt neceſſary ſor me, 
I could 
nat 


was to me the moit cruel of all torments. 


not clo! 
watchir 
heap o 
ſiſter · in 
too pla 
dence 
receive 
age n 
f muſt 
the'con 
rogate 
lhe wo! 
noranc 


ver- m 


that ſhe 
all the 
pretenc 
I had r 
I imme 
a cruel 
abando 
ought 1 
from h 
ſolatior 
fice of 
ſection 
well ex 
at leaſt 
haſte a 
mincd 
in- law 
and to 
ing mi 
J ar. 
ſed my 
preſſiot 
deſired 
neighb 
momer 
me wit 
me if 


The Dean of CoLERAINE. 93. 


not cloſe my eyes, hut endured under a perpetual 
watching, every thing that fear and grief could 
heap on an overburthened mind, It was on my 
filter-1n-law that all my reflections fell, I ſaw but 
too plainly, that with whatever tenderneſs and pru - 
dence I thould ſpeak to her of her troubles, or 
receive her voluntary overtures, I was going to en- 
gage myſelf into an abyſs of cares and anxiety. 

muſt expect that ſhe would commit to me all 
the concerns of her repoſe ; that ſhe would inter- 
rogate me upon the amours of my brother ; that 
ſhe would reproach me for having left her in 1g- 
norance of them; that ſhe would heap on me an 


, over-meaſure of her complaints and tears; in fine, 


that ſhe would impart to me all the bitterneſs and 
all the vexation of her ſoul, I conſidered, if under 
pretence of procuring ſome news of her huſband, 
I had not better leave her the day following. But 
I immediately rejected this thought. It would be 
a cruel inſenſibility that could make me capable of 
abandoning her under a fituation ſo forrowful, I 
ought rather to look upon my arrival as -an order 
from heaven to make me inſtrumental in her con- 
ſolation; and that I (hould devote myſelf to this of - 
fice of charity, of which religion and natural af. 
ſeQion created in me a law almoſt equal I might 
well excuſe myſelf from any care of Roſe; ſhe was 
at leaſt in a ſtate of tranquillity, that did not make 
haſte and diligence at all urgent. In fine, 1 deter- 
mincd to go down to the apartment of my ſiſter- 
in-law as ſoon as ſhe was willing to receive me, 
and to foreſtal the overtures of her heart by open- 
ing mine to her. 

I aroſe with this deſign, and conſidered as I dreſ- 
ſed myſelf, what turn 1 ſhouid” give to my firſt ex- 
preſſions, when word was brought me, that Dilnick 
deſired to ſee me, His reſidence being in the 
neighbourhood, he knew of my arrival the, firſt 
moment. 1 could not refuſe his viſit. He embraced 
me with the u:moſt affetion, and without aſking 


me if I was informed of what had paſſed in the 
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caſtle, he prayed me to hear him. The relation of 
my brother's coldneſs for his niece, and the hiſtory 
of his firſt differences with her, took up a long time, 
Hie ſpoke to me of his ſcuffle with him in terms of 
grief and confuſion. I confeſs, ſaid he, that this 
paſſion is not pardonable in a man of my age; but 
a a ſudden ſurprize of fury ſometimes overclouds and 
darkens reaſon. Beſides, you will ſoon ſee, whether 
it be without foundation that I ſuſpect your brother 
of a failure in his fidelity. 

He then related to me, that having writ into Den- 
mark immediately after the marriage of his niece, 
in order to give the moſt early news to Fincer, it 
was not long before he received an anſwer, that had 
given him as much aſtoniſhment as grief. During 
many py that Fincer had made to Hamburgh, 
he had ſtruck up an acquaintance with Mr de L—, 
who had retired there with his daughter. Madam 
Gerald, gouvernante to this young lady, being an 
Iriſh woman, he gave way to an inclination we na- 
turally have for people of our own country, and be- 
ing familiar enough with her to aſk in the courſe of 
converſation, what it was that conld infpire ſuch an 
averſion in Mademoiſelle de L— for all the match- 
es her father had propoſed to her, he had learned 
all the hiſtory of the firſt amours of Patrick. Ma- 
dam Gerald, who pretended to make a merit of her 
zeal for a gentleman of her country, did not omit 
any circumſtance of this intrigue. She ſpoke of 
his marriage as a certain engagement, of which the 
execution was put off only by the caprices of the 
father; and Mr de L— in reality dying a. few 
days after, ſhe did not conceal from him neither the 
arrival of des Peſſes, nor the departure of her pupil, 
-who had gone to Paris to meet my brother there. 
Fincer, without opening himſelf upon every thing 
he had heard, obſerved only, that he knew Patrick 
was in Ireland, and that he believed him even in- 
clined to ſettle there. But, according to the no- 
tions of Madam Gerald, ſhe told him that her pupil 
and The were not ignorant chat he had paſſed the 
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ſeas, and that his affairs had detained him for ſome 
time among thoſe of his family; that he would be 
at Paris as ſoon as they ; that he had diſpatched to 
them one of the beſt of his friends with affurances 
of the conſtancy of his love, and of the impatience 
he had to ſee them again; in fine, confounding cir» 
cumſtances, and not explaining from what place des 
Peſſes had gone, ſhe imprudently raiſed in the mind 
of Fincer the molt injurious of all miſtrufts ; He 
fancied that Patrick, of whom he underſtood that 
his marriage was not doubted of at Paris, could not 
eſpouſe his daughter but with an intention of ra- 
viſhing her honour from her by an infamous act of 
treachery, and. it may be to become maſter of her 
fortune. Examples of this nature were not at all 
uncommon either in one kingdom or the other; 
and although a man of my brother's birth ſhould 
not, upon light grounds, be ſuſpected of ſuch an hor- 
rible baſeneſs, yet the prepoſſeſſion of a father, trem- 
bling for his daughter, might excuſe him for diving 
into the cauſe of his fears, before he ſurrendered 
himſelf up to them, 

His anſwer then to Dilnick was conformable to his 
ideas. This odious letter, which Dilnick prefſed 
me to read after his relation, concluded with an 
advice no leſs injurious to Patrick. Obſerve his 
conduQ, ſaid Fincer, ſtudy his friendſhips, and take 
notice in what manner he behaves to his wife. 
Give an oppoſition to every thing he ſhall under- 
take for changing the nature of his eſtate. In fine, 
his exhortations ſuppoſed an indubitable miſchief, 


that he ſpoke of leſs in the way of prevention than 


of reparation, by great vigilance and care. 

I leave you to judge, added Dilnick, of the diſ- 
quiet and trouble this letter ought to raiſe in me. 
| have not imparted it to my niece ; but opening 
my eyes upon a number of circumſtances that I had 
let flip without reflection, I could not but eaſily 
perceive, that he has been always deficient in ſome 
thing tending to her tranquillity, I faw, = the 
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fame time the arrival of a ſtranger, with whom your 
brother held ſome myſterious intercourſes of conver. 
ſation. It appeared manifeſt to me that this was 
the meſſenger whom your brother had charged with 
the conduct of his affairs at Hamburgh. They in. 
formed me ſoon of his departure, and of the diſor. 
der his abſence had produced in this honſe, I pre. 
ſently after ſaw my niece. I found her drowned in 
tears; and not having the power to engage her to 
diſcover the cauſe of them, I confeſs, that in the. fro. 
ward imaginations with which I was filled, there ef. 
caped ſome expreſſions to your brother too harſh, in 
reply to the warmth with which he anſwered me, 
We did not ſee one another fince that fatal day ; but 
being gone to Dublin, where I know not what af. 
fairs could have called him, his abſence gave me the 
liberty of ſeeing my niece. I was ſurprized to find 
in her all the tokens of a deep deſpair, and I am the 
more ſo, as I cannot penetrate into the cauſe of ſuch 
exceſſive afflictions. 

He further acknowledged, that he looked upon my 
return as a happy diſpoſition of heaven, to make me 
inſtrumental without doubt in re-eſtabliſhing happt- 
neſs and peace in our two families; and aſſuring m: 
of his confidence without reſerve, he turned over u- 

on me the management of all thoſe difficulties, 
which ſurpaſſed, as he ſaid, his prudence and under- 
ſtanding. . 

I was already diſpoſed to take this care freely on 
me, and all I had juſt heard did not render the taſk 
a whit more difficult. The letter from Hamburgh 
bearing ſach falſe ſuppoſitions, it was eaſy to cure 
Dilnick of this part of his miſtruſt ; but ſincerity ob- 
liged me to confeſs what was real truth among the 
chimerical ideas of Fincer. I apprized him in a few 
words of the attachment that my brother once had 
for Mademoiſelle de L——, and the obſtacles that 
ought to have made him drop all hopes of marrying 
her. Being a young man, who daily ſoothed himſelf 


in his defires, he had not forſook this intrigue un- 
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too much upon me, after this confeſſion, to be re- 
ſponſible for him, that he ſhould be ſincerely affect- 
id to his ſpouſe ; yet, notwithſtanding ſome remains 
of former weakneſſes, he was incapable of forget- 
ting his duty. The accuſations of Fincer, added I, 
are ſo many outrages; and if you will do juſtice 
to the character of Patrick, you cannot ſuſpect him 
of ſach a baſeneſs, as could not enter into the mind 
of any one but a profligate wretch abandoned to all 
wickedneſs. | 

Dilnick agreed, that he could not believe him ſo 
guilty as Fincer ſuppoſed, and drawing from what I 
bad faid a very juſt concluſion, he ſaid plainly to me, 
that he had hit upon the truth. Your brother, ſaid 
he, had his heart filled with a very great paſſion; 
intereſt has had a greater ſhare in his marriage, than 
any reliſh for my niece; and I am apt to fancy in 
bis favour, that perhaps he wreſtles with his former 
inclination, and has not yet had time to deliver 
himſelf from it. This ſuppoſition, added he, will 
very well explain his uninterrupted grief, Far from 
being inſpired with contempt or hatred for him, 
his conduct obliges me to conceive an high idea of 
2 character ſo honourable and delicate; and I can- 
not doubt, but a little time indulged to the agitations 
of his heart will ſoon make him ſuch a huſband as 
my niece can reaſonably with for. £93 

I embraced Dilnick in the joy I was in to ſee him 
retura to ſuch a reaſonable opinion. Yes, ſaid I, 
you need not doubt, but that this picture of my bro- 
ther is a faithful repreſentation of him. This is 
the point I was endeavouring to bring you to. I had 
obſerved myſelf the embarraſſment of his ſituation be- 
ore my departure, and I {hould not have abandoned 
dim to his difficulties, if invincible reaſons had not 
obliged me to make a voyage to France. But 1 ſhall 
ot leave Ireland until I have wrought a perfect cure 
n his heart and inclinations. Let us join, added 
b in an enterprize, of which the ſucgeſs is infal- 
Able. In reality I was fo convinc:d that Patrick 
dad need of nothing but to be for:ified br ſone: 
Vor. JI, E forcibl e 


forcible exhortations, that I would have given my 
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ſelf by this confidence ! Some days paſſed, which we 
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to coi 


life as a pledge for his virtue and honour. I, 
nor y 


on the ſpot, changed my reſolution of diſcourſing 
with my iſter-in-law upon the ſubje&t of her veal « 
tears, and I prayed Dilnick not to let any thing time | 
eſcape him, that might give her a ſuſpicion of our I, wh 
having penetrated into the cauſe of them, Open Wh accom 
wounds, ſaid I, are always moſt eaſily healed. Let tinued 
us wait the return of my brother; let us employ Lord 
all our pains in preparing your niece to that change I he hai 
I promiſe you, and reckon upon it, that peace will I explain 
ſoon ſucceed all your alarms. notion, 
What mortal chagrins did I not prepare for my- 2 
his 2 
employed to purpofe in conſoliug my ſiſter- in- law. miſed t 
The abſence of Patrick not having given me any ances, 
other notion, but that it was a journey undertaken I quarrel 
to diſſipate his grief, I was on that ſide free from his que 
all diſturbance. I received a letter addreſſed to me at neſs to 
Coleraine; I knew it to be under the hand of my afliſtand 
Lord Linch, having bad the opportunity of ſeeing profeſſi 
many of his writings during the courſe of his affairs. i repreſs 
le obſerved to me in two words, that after ſuch Vu tak 
freſh obligations, he was not capable of forgetting and gin 
what rights I had acquired to his acknowledg- the ſuc; 
ments; but that he was juſt come from giving me ped by 
a proof of them, that I ought to carry to his account; his reſe 
that without a tie ſo powerful he ſhould have reſent- with my 
ed an inſult he had received from Patrick, and in · ¶ eaſy for 
treated me to inſpire him with more juſtice and mo: donate: 
deration, if I would prevent extremities that would More lif 
ſdon become inevitable. t | her huſb 
I was with Dilnick when I received this fatal ad- Dublin 
vice. My alarms were too powerful to concea U retu 
them altogether. The fear of ſome new violence, Senee w 
which Linch ſeemed to declare by his menaces, made night th 
much leſs impreſſion on me, than the knowledge of care of, 


the place where I ſaw but too well I muſt look Vas an i 
for Patrick. O God! cried I to myſelf, you open Sven of 
then the pit under the ficps of thoſe who are labour ©2 two b 

Exceſs, a 


ing with all diligence to avoid it! However, having 
2 | Thong 
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thonght at the ſame time, that I ought not altogether 
to conceal from Dilnick the caule of my troubles, 
nor yet to diſcover all my fears, I reſolved to re- 
veal one part of them, which would at the ſame 
time help to diſguiſe the other. I k:ow now, ſaid 
I, where my brother is, and the cireumſtances that 
accompany this news raiſe in me a jult fear. I con- 
tinued to relate to him our late quarrels with my 
Lord Linch; and not doubting at all but that what 
he had writ to me was a confequence of them, I 
explained his letter in a ſenſe tavourable to this 
notion. An evil ſo preſſing, added I, demands a 
ſpeedy remedy, I muſt immediately go to Dublin. 
This ambiguous diſcourſe had all the effect I pro- 
miſed to myſelf from it. Dilnick, ſtopping at appear- 
ances, fancied that it was in Dublin Patrick had the 
quarrel with my Lord Linch, and having not carried 
his queſtions farther, he propoſed with ſome earneſt- 
neſs to go with me off hand himſelf, to add his 
aſſiſtance to my endeavours, No, anſwered I, my 
profeſſion gives me a better title than to you to 
repreſs anger and hatred. I will go alone; but do 
you take on you the care of prepoſſeſſing your niece, 
and giving a colour to my abſence. I count upon 
the ſucceſs of my journey, added I, Linch is ſtop- 
ped by ſome reaſons, that will make him ſuſpend 
his reſentment. You ſhall ſee me in a few days 
with my brother. He aſſured me that I ought to be 
eaſy for my ſiſter-in-law ; ſeeing that, ſoft and affec- 
tionate as ſhe always was, it would help to give her 
more life to find, that I had got ſome account of 
her huſband, and that I was going to meet him in 


Dublin to bring him back forthwith to her. 


I returned then by the road I had come. My dili- 
gence was equal to my fear: I took no more reſt by 
night than by day, and my horſes were fo little taken 
care of, that they tired on the road. This incident 
was an irraparable diſappointment to me. The delay 
given-of two days in procuring others aForded time 
to two blind paſſions to carry themſelves to the laſt 
Exceſs, and the loſs of twenty · four hours, became 
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the deciſive wound to a thouſand precious intereſts, 
But does it belong to weak men to reaſon upon the 
impenetrable diſpoſitions of Providence? I arrived 
at Angleſey's caſtle. The air of grief wich which I 
was received, gave me a foreſight of one part of what 
they were going to tell me. Mademoiſelle de L— 
had gone off the evening - before with Patrick. The 
departure of my brother was become neceſſary by the 
misfortune he had to wound mortally my Lord Linch, 
who had forced him to fight. He was gone to take 
refuge in France, and Mademoiſelle de L— had laid 
hold of this opportunity to return to her own country, 
Angleſey, who had for a long time paſt intended 
the fame journey, reſolved at their inſtances to bear 
them company with his two ſiſters, 
It was Angleſey's mother that gave me this ac- 
count; and who having conſented with regret to the 
departure of her children, preſerved yet an impreſſion 
of melancholy, which this ſeparation had raiſed in her, 
She added, that they left it in charge to her to inform 
me of all the circumſtances ; but in the dejection ſhe 
vas ſhe would perhaps have deferred the fulfilling her 
- promife to a further time, Having aſked her the cauſe 
and circumſtances of the -misfortyne of Linch, the 
proteſted to me, that the whole of it was in the dark 
as to her, and if one could build any thing upon bare 
conjectures, ſhe imagined that Mademoiſelle de L— 
was the innocent cauſe of this quarrel. How, ſaid 
I, have they concealed from you what has without 
- queſtion paſſed in your houſe, or juſt under your walls? 
Yes, anſwered ſhe, and I knew nothing of your bro» 
ther's due), till atter their departure. 

I thus made myſelf maſter of thoſe firſt particu» 
lars, that raiſed my ſurprize and grief, in order to 
colle& all the lights neceſſary for the regulation 
of my conduct. But I conceived, I had little more 
to hope for from this old lady, whom a lively and 
- briſk company of young people might not think a 
proper confident bf their conduct and deſigns. I 
only learned from her, and from ſome of the ſervants, 
whom her children had left behind, that Patrick or 
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rived at the caſlle a few days after I had left it, that 
they there lived together in great tranquillity and 
delight, until the return of my Lord Linch: but he 


had ſcarce viſited there twice, before conſtraint and 


trouble had followed all his viſits. That great and 
ſecret animoſities were toſſed between them, till che 
moment that the noiſe of a duel was diſcovered, and 
that the reſolution was immediately formed of going 
abroad ; that Angleſey had to no purpoſe preſſed his 
mother to acegmpany them, and that ſhe had made 
many unſucceſsful attempts to ſtay her daughters; 
that, after long debates, they at length mutually pro- 
miſed each other; they, to return to Ireland within a 
year, if they. ſaw no appearance of an agreeable eſta- 
blilhment in Paris; the, to join them in France, if 


they ſettled themſelves ſo fortunately as to make them 
* the ir country. 


his detail not giving me the inſight I defired, 
I was reduced to implore the compaſſion of Hea- 
ven, and to acknowledge before God, with a tor- 
rent of tears, that. his protection and aid were my 


only hopes in the bottomleſs abyſs, wherein I ſaw 


no light. With: what bitterneſs did I open to hiur 
the bottom of my heart! With-what prayers did 1 
not ſolicit his compaſſion ! And you know, ſaid I to 


Heaven that moment, that my petitions are not for 


myſelſl. But will you then abandon an unhappy 
family, for whom I have fo long addreſſed my 
vows? What will you do with Patrick? He is loſt, 


lis conſcience, his honour, his fortune, I ſee all 


ruined in the fame wreck, What will you do with 


his wife? I-ſee.nothing for her but dreadful defpair, - 


from which all the good qualities ſhe has received 


om you are the moſt ſtrong reaſons to deliver her. 


O Heaven! cried LI again, if it be in the extremity 
of danger that you are pleaſed to fignalize your 
power, why do you delay it? Are not the misfor- 


tunes of my wretched family heaped up to the full? 


I Ropped ſhort, nevertheleſs, in theſe complaints, 
wherein I began to fear, that God would not conſider 
them but as the effects of impatience and rebeljion, 
* WA. E 3 The 
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The remembrance of Linch repreſenting itſelf to my 
mind, carried me to inquire, if he was in a condition 
to be ſeen by any body; and I flattered myſelf, that 
if I could have a moment's diſcourſe with him, I might 
receive ſome explanation of what I wanted to know, 
I heard he was at the laſt extremity; but this did 
not kinder me from going to his houſe, and giving 
him notice that I defired to fee him. He ordered 
me to be called in. 1 found him employed in dicta- 
ting a letter, and was ſurprized to underſtand that it 
was intended for me. You ſze, ſaid he, with what 
rigour fortune has treated me. I never yet have 
formed an enterprize that has ſucceeded; and at the 
time wherein the ſenſe of my obligations to you, as 
well as a new inclination, have carried me to ſacri- 
fice the former deſires of my heart. I periſh by the 
hand of your brother. He could not finilh without 
the burſtings of ſome ſobs. I ſhewed a piercing 
compaſſion for the ſorrowful condition in which I 
ſaw him, and told him, that being but juft arrived 
from Antrim, I was ignorant of what had paſſed in 
my abſence. He recolleQed his ſtrength to give me 
this account: Its | 
Lou cannot doubt, ſaid he, of the aftoniſhment 1 
was in on my arrival, to hear from my fervants, 
that you found the means of deceiving their vigilance, 
and that, by the advice of Angleſey, they continued 
me in that error into which their firſt account had 
caſt me. I am aſhamced of the obſtinacy with which 
I refuſed to believe you. Nevertheleſs, I could not 
yet perſuade myſelf, büt that it was your ſiſter who 
bad been carried away with you, and the rather, as 
my ſervants had not then changed their opinions, 
and had always fla tered themſelves in having executed 
my orders faithfully. As they came to underſtand, 
from divers informations, that it was into Angleſey's 
houſe you had retired with your companion, I did 
not loſe a minute in going there; and I confeſs, that 
not being yet without hopes, I haſtened ſo much the 
more with a deſire to turn the moments of your ab- 
ſeuce to account. I was undeceived all at once by 
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Angleſey's ſervants; but underſtanding from them 


that your bother had been ſome days in that houſe, I 


had a ſenſible. pleaſure in ſeeing him, and I ſhewed 
by my careſſes ſome part of the gratitude I owed you. 
He received me with more openneſs than I had a 
right to expect, after ſuch a violence committed, of 


which I had no doubt but he was informed. The | 


unhappy ſucceſs of my enterprize was turned into 


raillery, and obſerving that they ſaw me without any 


dilidence, I paſſed the reſt of the day in a compa- 
ny that I found perfectly agreeable. I tell you the 
ſource of my misfortune. The charms of Made- 
moiſelle. de L— made the moſt deep impreſſions on 
me, and I returned home, pierced through and thro* 
with her beauty. | 

- Theſe new ſentiments did not take poſſeſſion of my 
heart without railing in me an extreme ſurprize. But 
if you conſider, how my former paſſion had cauſed 
me many unprofitable torments, and what diminuti- 
on the ruin of my late deſigns had given to my 
hopes, you would look upon this change leſs as an 


inconſtancy, than as a mark of deſpair and laſſi - 


tude. Far from reproaching myſelf with t, 1 
fortified this growing inclination with my own 


reflections. I owed you my gratitude, It would be 


an ill return to your generolity, obſtinately to per- 
ſevere in troubling your family by pretenſions that I 
could no longer jultify, No other way was open 
to me to proſecute my claim to them. I thought my- 
ſelf too happy to arrive, without any effort of mine, 
to the power of making the intereſt of my duty and 
that of my repoſe agree. Although I had not before 
been known to Mademoiſelle de I. „I remembered 
ſome circumſtances by which I came to the know- 
ledge of her birth and eſlate. She was free; Hea- 


ven ſeemed to have led me to her to heal all the 


wounds of my heart. I thought ſeriouſly to make 


my applications to her, and if the continued to pleaſe 


me, I was reſolved to offer to her, with my hand, a 
fortune the could not diſdain. L * 
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Can you condemn this project? 1 was canfirmed 
in it the day following, and hugged myſelf for having 
found the opportunity of entering naturally with. 
in certain bounds, from which I am obliged. to own, 
that the force of my paſſion had too long carried me 
aſide. I returned afliduouſly to Angleſey's houſe, 
My firſt viſits were endured with complaiſance, and 
my love for Mademoiſelle de L —- increaſed every 
day. But the coldneſs of your brother made me 
ſoon apprehend he had penetrated my views, and that 
they did not accord with his. It was not never: heteſs all 
at once that I diſcovered his ſentiments. Being mar. 
ried in Ireland, I could net ſuſped him for being my 
rival, and when I took him alide to lay open the 
bottom of my deſigns, I imagined, that my paſt 
conduct having rendered me ſuſpected, the remainder 
of an attachment to a young lady, whom he had 
loved, might make him fear ſhe might be in ſome 
danger in hearing me, and might in one word inſpire 
him with diffidences, that I would willingly bare 
diſſipated by my explanations. He received them 
fo haughtily that my pride was piqued. I paſs over 
a detail of particulars, that perbaps might- have re- 
newed my reſentment ; but from this firſt overture 
we ſhovld not have parted without ſome violence, if 
the memory of your favours had not obliged me to 
uſe moderation in my anſwers, I writ to you the 
day following, and you may judge by my fiile, 
whether I had not a little trouble to overcome my- 
ſelf. Nevertheleſs, I was reſolved to lay theſe re- 
ſtraints on my paſſions until your return, and I pro- 
miſed myſelf, that your wiſdom would have made 
you approve of my conduct and ſentiments. 

I affected then to appear inſenſible of the proceed- 
ings of your brother; and not doubting but Angleſey, 
who ts my relation, would make me welcome at his 
houſe, I returned at the hour in which I uſually 
paid my viſits. But I was vexed for the firſt time 
. to ſee Mademoiſelle de L— diſappear at my arrival. 
' Your brother not being preſent during the time of 

her abſence, I confeſs jealouſy poſſeſſed fo furiouſſy 
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my heart, that I had a thouſand torments to endure 
before I could make myſelf maſter of my tranſports. 

I returned to myſelf by forming divers projects of 
revenge. What was it the day following, when 
going to Angleſey's houſe, I perceived them two to- 
gether, who ſeemed to fly into the park for no other 
purpoſe but to avoid my preſence, and turned their 
heads at certain diſtances, as if it were in hopes 
ſo to diſpoſe of themſelves, that I might not diſcover 
them? They had no body with them but one of 
Angleſey's filters, My ſhame was too manifeſt, 1 
would have declared upon the ſpot the vexations that 
wrecked tne, if I had not apprehended that Angleſey, 
with whom I was, would have taken the opportunity 
of watching me. I compoſed my countenance, 
whilſt my heart was cruelly tortured, and pretending: 
to make a game in ſurprizing them, I ſlipped. behind 
the trees, till I came to a place where I. could ſee 
and hear them. What I ſaw juſtified all. my ſuſpici - 
ons. Your brother toyed famdiarly with his compa» 
nions, and if he diſtributed to them equally his ca- 
refſes, I could. too well diltinguiſh, it was to make the 
one a ſtepping-ſtone to come at the favours of the 
other, and that thoſe he addre ſſed to Mademoiſelle 
de L— were too much enlivened for any other air 
than that of love. She did not receive them at all 
as uneaſy or diſagreeable liberties. My eyes pene- 

trated. into the bottom of their hearts. Wretehed 


diſpoſition. of mine, which makes me find my puniſh» 


ment in the happineſs of another ! But what could L 
conjeQure, when I intended only to have a little 
raillery on your brother, upon. the pretence I had in 
wearying myſelf with Angleſey and his mother? I could 
not reſiſt their toying. longer. I lifted up my head, 
and laying hold of the moment that he turned his 
tyes towards me, I made him a ſign, which he. found 


no difficulty in apprehending. I do him juſtice z he 


anſwered it like a gallant man. Stepping aſide as if it 
were without deſign, be immediately found the path 
Ltook at ſome diſtance before him, and being entirely 
covered by the trees, we met in a place proper for 


u defign, Furious as I was, I began by reproaches 
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capable of ſtinging him. He made me no anſwer 
but by drawing his ſword. Our combat laſted only 
a ſhort time, My ſury having taken from me all 
meaſures of defence, I received a wound that has 
reduced me to the condition in which you now {ce 
me. | 

- I muſt confeſs to you with confuſion, that in the 
rage of ſeeing myſelf overthrown at the feet of my 
rival, I thought to ſummon up all my remaining 
firength to do his work. I ſtretched my arm to- 
wards my ſword, that lay ſome paces from me, and l 
would have given him a thouſand wounds, if 1 
could have laid my hands on it. But perceiving what 
I aimed at, he kicked it ſpeedily away with his foot, 


aud promiſing to ſend me ſome help, immediately 


releaſed me from the torment of ſeeing him. It 
was yet more mortal to me to conſider, that he was 
going to enjoy his triumph, and raiſe a new merit 
from the danger he had juſt come from ſharing. In 
the mean time, being much weakened by loſs ct 
blood, the movements of fury and hatred gave 
place to ſome ſentiments of religion, which came to 
my aid. 1 was willing to be carried home, and 
judging from the waſting of my Rrength, that I was 
perhaps near my laſt moment, I =_ it in charge to 
one of my ſervants to tell your brother that I for- 

gave him my death. 7 
For twenty-four hours the ſtrength of my conſti- 
tution had ſupported me againſt all hopes. In a 
fituation, wherein all my deſires and reſentments are 
extinguiſhed, it came into my mind to write to you, 
not only to aſk your pardon for all the vexations 
and troubles I have raiſed to your family, but to 
give you ſome tokens of friendſhip and confidence 
to perſuade you 'of the fincerity of my repen- 
tance. Having no catholic relations, with whom 
IT have had much friendſhip, I leave to you the 
diſpoſal of the treaſure. which you cannot forget 
we vilited together. You will apply it to ſueh uſes 
as are molt agreeable to your piety and knowledge; 
whether it be that you will judge it proper to give it 
. * * . - y Oer 
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over to King James, to whom I have already offered 
it, or whether you will think it more fitting to employ 
it here on the neceſſities of the faithſu}, I think 
alſo I owe ſome reparation to your irjured ſiſter 
for all the trouble and vexation that my extra- 
vagant paſſion has expoſed her to, and, above all, 
for the obſtacles I have perhaps thrown in the way 
of her eſtabliſhment. The jewels of my mother 
were intended for her in my firit views. Accept them 
now in her name, that they may help to make her 
forget the reaſons ſhe has had to hate me, Alas! 
added he with a deep ſigh, my lot has always been, 
to make myſelf hated by the very reaſons that helped 
others to make themſelves beloved, and to be unhap- 
py by the ways that ſeemed neceſſary to conduct me 
to happineſs. 
In finiſhing a diſeourſe, which the exceſs of his 
weakneſs made him break off twenty times, he or - 
dered a caſket to be brought him, that he prayed me 
to open. I found in it, together with the diamonds 
and jzwels of his mother, all the memorandums re- 
lating to the treaſure, Having forced me to accept 
them, he joined thereto a writing, ſigned with his 
hand and before prepared, which contained a le- 
gal affurance of the voluntary ceſſion he made me 
of all his rights to thoſe things he had turned over 
to my care. The. phyſicians had already preſſed to 
have an end put to a diſcourſe that conſiderably im- 
paired his ſtrength ; and his natural fire not aban- 
doning bim in his laſt extremity, he had rejected them 
with impatience. But now, ordering them to be 
called in, he put hiaſelf into their hands with more 
temper, and requeſted of me, as an only teſtimony of 
friend ſhip and compaſſion, to continue about him, 
and receive his laſt breath. + \ 
A duty ſo juft detained me with him two days, 
which proved the laſt period of his life. With whats 


* zeal and what ſentiments of gratitude ſoever I was 


inclined to render him this laſt office of Chriſtian 
charity, yet it was an aflliftion to my heart, to be 


be 
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be reconciled to ſo long a delay. I ſuffered ſo much 
the .more by this thought, that being- continually 
taken up in reciting the prayers of the church, I 
found myſelf even obliged to throw them aſide as a 
diſtration. In the mean time, it was certain, that 
Patrick having taken his journey at à hazard, and 
without being ſure of finding a veſſel at Waterford 
ready to fail, I might hope with a little diligence to 
overtake him yet, and it may be to ſtop him. Duels 
of honour, fought without fraud or inequality, are 
not ſo rigorouſly puniſhed in Ireland as in France. 
He had beſides in Ireland a thouſand ways to {hel- 
ter himſelf from purſuits ; and the danger, whatever 
it was, would always be a leſſer evil, than a voyage 
undertaken againſt all ſorts of rights, and. of which 
there ought to be great conſideration had to provide 
againſt fatal conſequences. I removed from me, never- 
theleſs, all theſe reflections, and relying upon Heaven 
for the conduct of ſuch dear intereſts, I made a fa 
crifice of theſe thoughts to charity. 3 
Scarce had death ſealed the eyes of my Lord Lirch, 
than I flattered myſelf to recover yet the time I had 
Joſt. I had uſed the precaution of having many re- 
Jays of horſes. placed on the road, that might for- 
ward me with all expedition poſſible, in a country 
where the cuſtom of riding poſt is not yet eſtabliſhed. 
Without loſing a moment, I took the-road to Water- 
ford, and could ſcarce have got there ſwifter with 
wings. O new ſource of grief! My brother was 
gone the ſame day. Having fought to no purpoſe an 
opportunity. for a paſſage, impatience and fear had 
made them hire the firſt veſſel they could, get at a 
great price. I found in the place they lodged not 
only Angleſey's coachman, who was yet there with his 
| horſes and coach, but Patrick's lacquey, who was 
looking for ſome conveniency to carry him to the 
county of Antrim. He no ſooner knew who I was, 
than aſking to ſee me, he freely told me all thoſe cir- 
cumſtances that I had been impatient to know. His 
maſter, obliged to withdraw himſelf by the misfortune 
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tim orders to carry this news to Antrim, and to re- 
join him again at Paris. The trouble of ſo preci- 
pitate a departure had not given him time- to write 
either to me or his wife ; but he promiſed to ſatisfy 
this duty on his arrival in France. He recommended 


my lady to my care, and prayed her not to deliver 


herſelf up to an exceſs of affliction. 

Theſe extraordinary cares, and this language, ap- 
peared to me as ſo many artifices, that concealed in · 
clinations and views quite different. The anguiſh cf 
my ſoul drew from me deep ſighs, and having no 
other reſource than the compaſſion of Heaven, I 
prayed. the almighty Power, that as a reward of 
that ſacrifice I had made him at my Lord Linch's, he 
would ſtop theſe raſh defigns of a brother, who was 
blindly, running on his ruin. I did not.then purpoſe 
to paſs. the ſeas to follow him. Beſides, the un- 
certainty of the road he had taken, and the difficulty 
of finding a veſſel, I was ſummoned by another 
care, which cruelly divided my heart. I repreſent» 
ed to myſelf what would be the deſpair of my ſiſter- 
in-law on receiving the firſt advice of this new 
misfortune, or rather foreſeeing already, that ſhe would 
ſoon know it from ſome other intelligence, the com- 
paſſion I had: for her lot made me experience before- 
hand one part of her troubles. It was to her then 
that I owed the firſt efforts of my zeal, to repair, at 
leaſt in ſome meaſure, the effects of an evil that I 
could no longer prevent. | £ | 

Thus — ſrom henceforth to continual 
poſting from place to place, and fatigued as much in 
mind as body, I retook the road to Antrim, with the 


only view of forwarding to my power the peace of 


my ſiſter-in-law. 1 exated of Patrick's lacquey, that 
he would truſt his commiſſion to my management, 
But this precaution was uſeleſs. Dilnick, who' im- 


mediately came to me on my arrival, informed me, 


that his niece was already acquainted with what I 
thought to conceal from her, and that her health and 
mind were under an equal diſorder. The moment ſhe 


uaderſiood I was gone for Dublin, ſhe miſtruſted that 
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a reſolation ſo little premeditated ſuppoſed ſome ex. 
traordinary end, and her inquietude being redoubled 
by the affected myſteriouſneſs of proceedings, the had 
ſent one of her ſervants to follow me at ſome diftance, 
with an order to watch all my ſteps, and ſpeedily 
inform her of every thing relating to her huſband, 
This Argus had ſo faithfully entered into her inten- 
tions, that not having loſt ſight of me till my arrival 
at Angleſey's caſtle, he knew my brother's duel and 
flight as ſoon as I did, He had returned with the 
utmoſt diligence to impart this news to his miſtreſs, 
and not having taken any caution in his expreſſions, 
had caſt her into ſuch alarms, as had put even her 
life into the utmoſt danger. 
My ſear was immediately, that Mademoiſelle de 
L—— had not been forgotten in this ſtory ; but Dil. 
nick taking no notice of this particular, 1 imagined 
that the haſte of the meſſenger had hindered him 
from penetrating further than appearances, and that 
the moſt dangerous part of the. evil was yet un- 
known. 1 went in to my ſiſter in-law under this con-. 
fidence. She ſeemed to receive fome conſolation 
from my viſit, and the turn I gave to the misfor- 
tune of her huſband contributing a little to calm her 
troubles, I was perſnaded more and more that {he 
bad no miſtruſt on the ſcore of her rival. Never- 
theleſs, a propoſal ſhe immediately made me to con- 
duct her to France might have given me ſome ſuſpi- 
cion, if I had not aſcribed it to an impulſe of love, 
the exceſs of which I well knew, or thought at leaſt 
that ſhe muſt have ſome other motive than the foun- 
dation I knew fer her jealouſy. I at firſt oppoſed to 
her inſtances the croſs ſituation of her health, and 
the hopes I had of facilitating the return of her 
huſband ; but coming all at once to think, that under 
the forgetfulneſs of himſelf, in which I might ſuppoſe 
Patrick to be, nothing could have ſo great a force to 
recall him to his duty, as the preſence of a virtuous 
wife, the leaſt regard of whom would be capable of 
covering him with confuſion, I entered freely into her 
way of thinking; and without-explaining what i. 
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was that wrought in me this ſudden change, I only 
requeſted of my ſiſter-in-law to re-eſtabliſh her 
health eaough to undertake ſuch a journey without 
danger, >» | 

A motive ſo powerful had a greater effe than all 
medicines, I ſenfibly perceived, that every day 
added ſomething to her ſtrength. She could not 
ſpeak of our project without a kind of complailance, 
that ſhe appeared to have imbibed with her notrons, 
So we mutually deceived each other ? for if I did not 
make a diſcovery of my views to her, the was ſar 
from confeſſing hers to me. As ſoon as I thought ſhe 
had gained ſo much ſtrength as to hope that the time 
was drawing near for her perfe& recovery, I laid 
hold of the interval that theſe hopes gave me to viſit 
my flock. I was received there with tears of joy, 
and if any thing could ever balance in my heart the 
obligations of nature, it was the zeal I felt ſpringing 
up in it at this ſight, | 

But I was too much taken up with the troubles 
of my ſiſter · in-· lc to forget what I owed to her 
confolation. I found her at my return, not only 
fixed in her reſolution to be gone, but fo well re- 
covered from her ſickneſs, that I could aſcribe this 
miracle to nothing but love. Her preparations were 


already made for her voyage, and I admired, as a- 


nother mark of her great fondneſs, that ſhe took leſs 
care of her own wants, than thoſe of her huſband. 
The greateſt part of her equipage was made up of 
what had been appropriated to my brother. Ingrate 2 
(I could not help ſaying it tomyſelf,) How can you re- 
tuſe your heart to ſo much love and virtue? Who 
knows under what uncertainties and wanderings we 
are going to find you, and whether the pleaſure of 
ſeeing you, which ſhe propoſes with ſo much ardour 
and joy, ſhall not immediately throw her into an a- 
byſs of new griefs ?. | 
The care of every thing my ſiſter · in- aw was to 
leave behind her, was committed to Dilnick. He had 
himſelf approved of our voyage, and the opinion 
he had of my fidelity, encouraging him againſt 1 the 
14 | | ears 


* 1 


| 
| 
| 
13 
F 
5 
4 


6 409489 i — 


112 The Dean of CoLERAAINE. 


fears that Fincer might have inſpired him with, he 
faw us go off without any diſturbance. A veſſel 
bound to Dunkirk tranſported us happily. there, where 
we found all fort of conveniences for our journey 
to Paris. -- | 
This journey, which I had undertaken with leſi 
repugnance than joy, now made on me impreſſi. 
ons entirely different, in proportion as we advanced 
near the end of it. I was ignorant in what ſituation 
we were going to find Patrick, andforced to ſurrender 
myſelf up to a thouſand fatal ſuſpicions, which could 
with more eaſe be ſuſpended during my abſence, I trem. 
bled leſt all the evils I had to fear were not already 
paſt remedy. It ſeemed to me that the preſence of 
my fiſter-in-law was likely only to irritate them. 
With, what eye could a guilty huſband look on a 
wife, from whom. he could expect nothing but re. 
proaches ? Shame is often converted into hardneſs and 
obſtinacy to diſguile itſelf ; and the perſon, who had 
only ſurrendered: to diſorder the one half of his heart, 
will find reafons for abandoning himſelf to it with» 
out reſerve, when he is forced to a juſtification of 
himſelf. Beſides, having writ twice to Roſe, I had 
received no anſwer. This was the fubje@ of another 
vexation, which I had not fo ſenſible a feeling of in 
| Ireland, as now that I was approaching to Paris. $0 
that uncertainty and fear ſeem*dito go before my ſteps. 
and far from promiſing myſelf” ſatisfaction in feeing 
again what I held moſt dear, I had a ſorrowſul em- 
ployment to arm myſelf with ſtrength for enduringy 
it may be, an infinity of freſh troubles. 
My uncertainties raiſed me ſo much vexation for 


the laſt day of my journey, that not daring without 


fome precautions to venture into ſuch a frightful 
darkneſs, I choſe to ſtop at St Denys,. from whence 
I immediately di/patched my valet with divers orders. 
It was eaſy to bring my ſiſter · in- aw into an appro» 
bation of the pretences for ſuch a delay, The firſt 
commiſſion I gave Jacin was to carry to- the Count 
de $—— the news of my arrival; but in ordering 


him to be told that I had my ſiſter in law 2 
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did not think proper to acquaint him with my 
alarms for the conduc of Patrick. Jacin had ſenſe 
enough not to eonfound things, and as he. was not 
ignorant of thoſe particulars IL ordered him to conceal, 
| thought him even capable of dextrouſly drawing 
from. the Count what I was willing to have cleared up 
to me. From thence he was to go to our houſe at 
Saiſons, if my Lord Tenermill and Roſe had retired 
there,. as I imagined they had, or to that of the 
Count, if they yet continued there. I recommended 
to him to avoid with the utmoſt care the fight of Pa- 
trick, in whatever place he might meet him, and to 
ble all his addreſs to ſee my Lord Tenermill without 
witneſſes. What 1 gave bim in charge to ſay to 
him was but four words. Without mentioning my 
fiter-in-law, he was to pray him to come to me to 
St Deny's, where I attended upon affairs that re» 
quired as much diſpatch as ſecrecy. 


I ket nobody living into my views. Whatever op i- 
nion my Lord Tenermill's former diſcourſes made me, 


take up of his principles, I could not perſuade my- 
ſelf but that honour would inſpire him with other 
ſentiments, when having ſeen my ſiſter-in-law, and 
finding himſelf prefſed by her tears as -much as by 
my inſtances to contribute to reſtore her huſband 
to her, be ſhould be forced to acknowledge, that the 
view of his own intereſt would lay him under a 
neceſſity to join us in this particular. For he muſt 
think, that the leaſt infidelity in Patrick could not 
be long concealed from his wife, nor that ſhe was of 
a humour to ſuffer the outrages of an ungrateful huſ- 
band, who was indebted for every thing to her fa- 
ours. Complaints as juſt as hers could not fail of 
deing repreſented to the public, and upon whom 
would. the ſhame of ſuch a clamour more directly fall 
than upon him, who had a thouſand reaſons to huſ- 
band his'honour, as well as that of his family, in a 
country, where his hopes have not yet had any other 
foundation? _ ] 
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door, making me put my head out of the win... gecl: 
dow, I knew it to be the coach of the Count deſi. Th 
S——; whom I immediately ſaw ſep out of it. , compa! 
ſurprize at firſt fell upon nothing elſe but the dil. law was 
gence of Jacin, who could not have loſt one mo- Niem to be 
ment, and upon the-zeal of the Count, to whom et I coul. 
friendſhip ſeemed to have lent wings. But Iv rr retinu. 
ſeelingly moved at ſeeing my two brothers ſtep out... at th 
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repreſent the exceſs of my trouble, when having al 
three turned their faces towards the boot, I faw them 
offer their hands to two ladies, who were Mademoi. 
ſelle de L——, and my ſiſter. 

1 ſhould have ſent forth a ſhriek for grief and aſto. 
niſhment, if the goodneſs of heaven had not placed 
all at once before my eyes the intereſts I had to con · 
duct. It was even a miracle of providence, that the, 
for whom I was alarmed with ſo much reaſon, had 
not the ſame curioſity to aſk me, what it was I had 
ſeen, and that given up to her ordinary medita- 
tions, ſhe continued fitting quietly at ſome diltance 
from the window. Theſe thoughts happily reſtored 
to me all my preſence of mind. I drew a book out 
of my pocket, which I had furniſhed myſelf with 
as a remedy againſt the tedionſneſs of the voyage, 
and aſking permiſſion of my filter in-law to leave her 
a moment, I preſſed her to read ſome pages in it, 
of which, I ſhould be well pleaſed to have her 
thoughts, I immediately left her, without appear- 
ing to do ſo on any defign : But I had ſcarce (ot 
the chamber-door, when I ran down ſtairs with 2 
ſpeed equal to my fears, curſing Jacin, whom I ac- 
caſed for having calt me into ſuch a'cruel embar- 
raſſment. TER 249 1%; | 

The firſt object I met was one of my ſiſter in- law's 
ſervants, who having gotten a fight of his maſter, 
was running up ſtairs to give us an account of his 
arrival. I ſtopped him angrily, and forbidding him 
to go into his miſtreſs's chamber, under the penalty 
of being ſent back immediately to Ireland, I ordered 
him to Rand at the bottom of the ſtairs an the 
— 5 M3 
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win. Nme declaration as from me to our other domeſ- 

it de ers. I had nat the leaſt doubt but Patrick, and all 

— is company, were informed by Jacin, that my ſiſter- 
Ut 5 


law was with me; and though I had not believed 
hem to be fully informed by this indiſereet fellow, 
et I could not imagine, that out of four ſervants in 
er retinue there ſhould happen not be one in wait- _ 
g at the door, and who had not been ſeen by - 
is maſter. In the mean time, not having ſeen Jacin 
ppear, and obſerving that the count and my brothers 
ere yet inquiring of the ſervants of the houſe the 
ay to my chamber, I flattered myſelf that I ſhould 
e able to get out of this labyrinth, and I re- 


alto-Wived in accoſting them to wait for their explana- 
aced ons. | x 
CON» 


After ſome warm effuſions of affection and tender. 


the, Weſs, which did not give any light into what L 
had Wanted to know, I ſhewed them into a chamber at 
2 good diſtance from that in which I had left my 
ita- 


iller · in · law, and went in with them. During the diſ- 
order of our firſt motions, I did not take my eyes 


oredWx Patrick, and I thought I ſaw diſtinguiſhable in his 
— ountenance an air of embarraſſment which declared 
I 


guilty heart. On the contrary, the tranquillity that 
age, Wppeared in the face of Mademoiſelle de L was 
bert token that ſhe did not believe herſelf to be any 
onger ſo unhappy, and I locked upon theſe two 
liſpoſitions ſo different as the effect of one and the 
ame cauſe. They ſat down. My Lord Tenermill 
ook up the diſcourſe. It appeared in his countenance 
hat he had a thouſand. things to inform me of, 
and that he did not know with which to begin firſt. 
t is an addition to our joy, ſaid he, at length, 
0 ſee you here to take part in it. There is not 
dne of us who has not a contented heart, and 
ſter, lelighted to have you a witneſs of their happineſs. 
his Patrick himſelf, added he, looking on him with an 
him Wir of correſpondence that made him bluſh, will 
dot diſclaim me, if I aſſure you that he is content 
with his hopes, and that within theſe four days he 
the pas had room to be thankful for his fortune. But 
im: — | vw hat 
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what we have to acquaint you with, requires to b. 
explained with leſs obſcurity. | 

After much uneaſineſs and pining, added he ſni 
ing, my ſiſter is upon the eve of obtaining all ſy 
deſires. Tine Count has demolithed all obſtacle 
that made us a long time fear for the ſucceſſion u 
des Peſſes's eſtate, He has gained his own law. ſu 
He waits for the concluſion of his marriage only th 
expiration of a very ſhort time, that is yet due 1 
decency. He dies with impatience, and, I beliv:Wing in ſo 
Roſe is not a whit behind with him. N) hayMWriage wa 
pineſs, continued he, is this, that King Jan:Wledge, ti 
hath taken favourable ſentiments for me. Hy ed by I 
recommendation hath obtained me an Irith regjifl He h. 
ment, which is commanded beyond fea with theQdoubtlefi 
Grit opportunity. He has added to it a penſioi that mac 
of twelve thouſand franks from his. own treaſuryſ aud mod 
and his goodneſs makes me hope that this ſhall noi in few v 
be the laſt of his favours. What makes them y:did not 
more precious is, that they have given me an oppor quity z : 
tunity of happily employing my cares to procure ſa whoſe b 
tisfaQtion to Patrick. You are not ignorant that ha} manded 
is returned into France loaded with all manner © 
grief. A forced marriage, an odious wife, the fear o 
a proſecution for the death of Linch; and an-invincib!: 
repugnance to return into Ireland, aliho? he {honi 
find there all ſuch condeſcenfions as he cannot hope 
for, and, not to diſſemble the particular that is th 
moſt honourable, a love for Mademoiſelle de L— Mignoran 
which will ſtand proof againſt all ſorts of ob(tacle;Mmatter * 
and is well juſtified by the merit and ſentiments of bei firlt mo: 
who has raifed it; ſo 4; — have made mY ment ; a 
enter into his troubles, and obliged me to ſpare n long co 
| Pains to eaſe them. I have. imparted all his mis for voided « 
tunes to the King. This prince, who was uneaſy t terrupti 

ear he was married in Ireland, and eſpecially tꝗ q eoldneſe 
the daughter of Fincer, whoſe name you muſt kao! 
is odious at St Germain, has ſhewn a great defire tt 
relieve him: and when he came to be informed, th: 
*a'ter a marriage of ſo many months, he has not ye 


had the leaſt conſummation with his wife, 2 
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firſt to think, that a knot ſo ill tied might eafily be 
looſened. ' 1 greedily laid bold of this overture. A 
confultation was held on the affair four days ago by 
the beſt advocates in Paris, and their anſwer is ſo fa- 
yourable, that we have now nothing elſe in our 
thoughts but to procure informations and neceſſary 
witneſſes from Ireland, to proſecute the matter in 
form of law. But your arrival, added Tenermill, 
will ſhorten one part of our trouble; for we cannot 
believe that you will make any difficulty of embark- 
ing in ſo juſt a project; and although Patrick's mar- 
rage was your handy-work, yet you mult acknow- 
ledge, that an engagement ſo unhappy is not appro- 
ved by Heaven, and cannot be too ſoon diſſolved. 
He held his peace to hear my anſwer, It was, 
Wl doubtleſs, ro Heaven I was indebted for the power 
that made me maſter the commotions of my heart, 
and moderate my expreſſions. I complimented them 
in few words upon thoſe parts ot their proſperity that 
did not injure any rights of religion, nor natural e- 
quity ; and looking with a ſteady eye on Patrick, 
whoſe bluſhes betrayed ſome embarraſſment, I de- 
wanded of him, with a mournful air, and in a melan- 
choly tone, if it were from the bottom of his heart, 
that he gave the name of odious to an amiable wifez 
12/4 and one paſſionately fond of him. He anſwered me 
without heſitation, that he never once made uſe of that 
A expreflion, and that his brother had not given a juſt 
interpretation to his ſentiments ; but that was not 
Ignorant alſo, that all he had yet felt for her being 
matter only of gratitude and eſteem, he, from the 
irſt moment, looked on his marriage only as a tor- 
vent; and, beſides, he was confident, that during his 
Jong cohabitation- with his wife, he had always a- 
voided even to touch her hand. I know, ſaid I, in- 
terrupting him, that you have treated her with great 
coldneſs; but your faults cannot change her 
aF merit, nor diminiſh any thing from her ri a] It 
s making my court very ill 0 yon, added J, turning 
my eyes to Mademoiſelle de L—— ; but I did ac-_ 
knowledge, Mademoiſelle, that you had as much 


ak. - 


118 The Dean of COLERAINE. 


virtue, as wit and beauty; and when I took part in 
your troubles, I did not imagine you would already 
expoſe me to the neceſſity of changing my ſenti. 
ments. PO SEND. x 
My view, in thus diverting the queſtion, was to 
pique her honour, and fearing to engage myſelf too 
far with my brothers, I was well-pleafed to take an 
indirect way to declare freely my inclinations. But 
Tenermill, affecting his ordinary ſuperiority over what 
he called my delicacy and ſcruples, got up with an 
air of ſufficiency, and anticipating Mademoiſelle de 
L , who appeared under ſome embarraſſinent to 
make me an anſwer : Truſt to me, Mademoiſelle, ſaid 
he, and do not fear : I promiſe you, that before two 
days, he will do us the favour to think as the King 
does, as all men of worth at Paris, and as we do. 
You will ſee, added he with an ironical ſneer, that in 
the end he will preſs us not to chooſe any other hand 
than his to give you the matrimonial benedictidn; or 
if he continues to perplex us with his little objections, 
we will intreat the favour of him to go and bury him- 
ſelf alone among his books. Then turning towards 
me with a ſmiling countenance, he repeated, that he 
was delighted with my return, and that, if 1 would 
believe it, we ſhould all in a body take the road to 
Paris, where I ſhould be witneſs of a thouſand things, 
that would flatter the love with which I was filled 
for my family. 5 5 
Fold, ſaid I, with a reſolute tone, the minute he 
was inviting the ladies to be gone; I liitle regard any 
thing you have ſaid, that does not injure the reſped 
| you owe my character and age. But be you ſeaſi- 
ble to motives much more urgent. And not hefita- 
ting to inform them that my fiſter-in-law was in a 
chamber in the ſame inn, I am curious to know, ſaid 
I to Tenermill, what pretence for a divorce your ima- 
gination can be capable of furniſhing you with from 
a woman, who joins to a thouſand natural charms 
an irreproachable virtue, and ſo much love for her 
huſband, that without being deterred by his ingrati- 
tude and ill - nature, ſhe has abandoned hex countr / 
188 to 
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w go in ſearch of him through a thouſand dangers. 
It will be a new caſe for the judges of France, to find 
zut a name for a crime that proceeds from an exceſs 
of goodneſs and tenderneſs, and from thence to draw 
2 pretence of diſdain and diſguſt. I have conſidered, 
added I, that by managing matters with a little 
degree of prudence, I could lead you all to reſolu- 
tions honourable and virtuous, and I ſhould have 
hugged myſelf in having conceated your arrival here 
ſrom my ſiſter in law, with the hopes at leaſt of dif- 
poling you to receive her with civility. But fince 
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you re ject all forts of compoſitions, it is your buſineſs 


to take proper cautions before-hand againſt her juſt 
complaints. She ſhall not be condemned without 
being heard. She wants neither courage nor wit to 
repel an injury, Her wealth will raiſe her protec- 
tors, if ſhe cannot hope for them ſrom the juſtice of 
her cauſe ; and I will not diſſemble the matter with 
— that, far from entering into your ſilly projects, 
will, to my laſt breath, take part with her misfor - 
tune and virtue. | | Tot 
The embarraſſment, in which I ſaw them, for ſore 
moments, ' exhibited a ſpectacle of pleaſure to my 
eyes. This was a very innocent revenge, ſince the 
denefit I hoped to draw from it was only to infpire 
them with reaſonable ſentiments. 
a long time like people in a ſtate of irreſolation, 
To what do you expoſe us ? faid my Lord Tenermi 
roughly; and taking the Count and Patrick afide, 
they held council together with extreme precautions, 
leſt they ſhould be overheard. I laid them under no 
reſtraint ;/ but taking advantage of this interval, I 
gave fome reproaches to Mademoiſelle de L— for the 
trouble ſhe was about ſpreading in my family. Is 
this you, ſaid I, whoſe ſweetneſs of temper and 


They appeared 


virtue have inſpired me with ſo much eſteem? How 


tan you forget yourſelf to run into ſuch exceſs ? 
What can you hope for ? Have you thought, that by 
mdermining/ our quiet, you expoſe your reputation 
ta almoſt infallible ruin? for the ſucceſs with which 


ny brothers flatter themſelves is at a remote r | 
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planations, I was willing to favour their departure. 
ppon the ſpot. Beſides, if I had any hopes remain- 
ng of reclaiming Patrick to his duty, this could 
zot be done in the confuſion of a company ſo nu- 
nerous, if I was defirous of embarking them in this 
peat enterprize, and I had no fear of miſſing the 


even 
pro- 
will 
iges; 
She 
e did 


any Mepportunity of ſeeing him again in Paris. But there 
with Maroſe in my mind two objections, which 1 propoſed 
d al. No him with great gentleneſs. One, which related 
e fa. Neo the difficulty of concealing from my fitter in law 
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what was known to her ſervants; and I related 
to him the precautions I had been forced to uſe 
0 prevent her being already informed of his arrival. 
n the ſecond place, what appearance will it have 
o lodge her in a ſtrange houſe, when we are all in 
Paris, and when it is well known that my Lord 
enermill and Roſe have here an eſtabliſhment ? I 
ad tears in my eyes, and bitterneſs in my heart 
n repreſenting to them this laſt reflection. But they 


; and emed to be embarraſſed only with the firſt It 


opi · ¶ not the cuſtom of Paris, ſaid my Lord Tenermill 
y be. No me dryly, for a ſtranger to lodge with his re- 
me ſoations or friends. As to the 0: er difficulty, added 
 calt- Me, addreſſing himſelf to Patrick; it is your buſineſs 
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o conſider, whether you be. diſpoſed to riſque a 
hr, from which it will reality be difficult to 
cuſe yourſelf, if it be true, that you have been ſeen, 
hey began again to deliberate upon ſuch a preflin x 
mbarrafſment, and the concluſion was, that under. 
de terms they yet were, this civility was indiſpen- 
ble. But Patrick could not reſalve to appear alone 
efore her. He propoſed to the Count and to Roſe 
9 accompany him, whilſt Tenermiil, who was not 
nown to any of our ſervants, ſhould continue with 
lademoiſelle de L— in the chamber we then were 
n. This reſolution, which I was far from oppoſing, 


above 
in his 
and 


ents 3 Made them think of fore arming themſelves againſt 
little e embarraſſment upon the point of lodgings. It 
h me, as agreed, that Patrick, for ſaving the indecency. 
vie w, 


not concerning himſelf in this care, ſhould in- 
ed take upon him to ſearch out æ commodious 
You. II. lodging 


us ex · 
tion 
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Jodging at Paris, and in the mean time ſhould make 
uſe of this pretext for ſhortning his viſit. He ſhould 
pretend alſo ſome remainder of fear, that yet 
might happen to him from his firſt duel, and which 
would oblige him to obſerve ſome meaſures, and not 
permit him to appear ſo public as to lodge with 
his wife. 

I hearkened with compaſſion to this odious con. 
trivance, and I even admired, that, after the manner 
they explained it to me, they had ſo little fear of 
making me a witneſs to their reſolutions. But this 
thought comforted me; becauſe it ſeemed yet to 
leave me ſome reſource in the goodneſs of their na- 
tures. It was a comfort to obtain ſo much to hin. 
der them from an open rupture, under circumſtances 
that might perhaps become irreparable. I preſſed 
them to execute what they had agreed upon. We 
left Tenermill with Mademoiſelle de L——, who ap. 
peared to act with regret a part ſo violent. 

This unexpected viſit of Patrick, and the pleaſure 
which my ſiſter-in-law, without doubt, found in it, 
having flattered her, that it was his impatience had 
brought her huſband thus far to meet her, put her 
for ſome moments into the moſt agreeable ſituaticn 
ſhe had experienced ſinee her marriage. She ran in 
great precipitation to him, with a kind of trank 
port, and in the exceſs of ber joy could ſcarce find 
expreſſions ſuitable to her ſentiments. He ſeemed 
embarraſſed in receiving her careſſes. It was to de- 
liver him from this perplexity that he prayed her to 
fit down, and not having power to refuſe placing him- 
ſelf by her, he had the cruelty to draw back bis 
hand, which ſhe many times laid hold of. Ii 
he did not reproach her for undertaking the jour- 
ney, he was ſo far from taking notice of it with any 
acknowledgment, that aſcribing it to her deſire of ſet- 

ing Paris, he from thence took occaſion all at once to 
entertain ber with the pleaſures of that town, and with 
the care he was going to take to procure her 2 
lodging in the moſt agreeable quarter of it. But thi 


ſerved to expoſe him to the objections I had 
| ſoreſe 
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foreſeen. She anſwered him, that the place where he 
lived ſhould always be the only one to pleaſe her; 
and that not having left Ireland but for the pleaſure 
of meeting him, ſhe had no other lodging to chooſe 
but his. It was here he would have made thoſe ex- 
cuſes that he had before-hand prepared; but ſhe 
appeared ſo well ſatisfied to be with him by her plain 
and natural anſwers, that he would have fallen into 
the laſt degree of perplexity, if Koſe had not taken 
up the diſcourſe to relieve him.. Whether it was that 
ſhe feared to ſee him break all ſorts of meaſures, or 


whether ſhe could not defend herſelf from a juſt ſen- 


timent of tenderneſs and compaſſion for an amiable 
aud unfortunate woman, ſhe propoſed to her to go 
to Saiſons, where ſhe offered to wait on her, durin 


which time other meaſures might be taken to lodge 


her more commodiouſly at Paris, This offer had 
perhaps a greater effect than Roſe could have promiſed 
herſelf frem it, in giving her to underſtand, that it 
was from a want of conveniences that Patrick had 
declined lodging with his wife, ſhe diſperſed thoſe 
ſuſpicions, that had already taken too ſtrong a poſſeſ- 
hon of the mind of my ſiſter-in-law ; who re- 
pairing by this mark of friendſhip the air of cold- 
neſs and conſtraint with which ſhe had hitherto as it 
were effected to keep ſilence, ſhe took up a better opi- 
nion of the welcome reception ſhe m ght hope from 
our family. ' 

In effect, the change I obſerved in her countenance 
made me judge that the was encouraged by theſe two 
reflections. During the motions ſlie jelt in her mind 


at the fight of Patrick, ſhe had given little atten- 
tion to the firſt civilities of my ſiſter, and nct _—_ uh 


till now had any acquaintance with her, it is poſ- 
ſible ſhe might not know who ſhe was. But not 
doubting now to whom ſhe ſpoke, after having heard 
ner words, ſhe got up to load her with careſſes 


and thanks for her offers. I was attentive to all 


the circumſtances of this fight. In. fine quickly pe- 
netrating into the ſervice Roſe had done us, I add- 
ed a thouſand things, which laid Patrick under x 

| EY F 2 neceflity 
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zeceſſity of approving them; and to bind cloſer 
this new knot, I preſented the Count de Sk aA 
to my ſiſter in-law, as a man who already was 
one of us by his engagements, and who had too much 


merit not to be ſenſible of the great ſhare of it ſhe had 
kerſelf. He could not diſpenſe with himſelf from ſup. 
porting this compliment with all the gallantries that 
are familiar to the French Thus the converſation, 


being animated by degrees, and taking a very obliging 
and tender turn, I began to flatter myſelf that no- 


thing could happen to trouble appearances ſo peace. 
able and calm. : 

I was labouring to confirm them by every thing 
J could imagine moſt affable and amuſing, when one 
of the ſervants of my ſiſter-in-law, he who had been 
ſent with the ſecret commiſſion to Angleſey's houſe, 


came into the chamber, and going up to the ear 


of his miſtreſs, .whiſpered her ſomething, which ſhe 


ſee med to liſten to with much emotion. The filence, 


which this incident threw-us into all at once, gave 
time to Patrick, (who ſat near enough to her, and 
whoſe inquietude for Mademoiſelle de I — made 
him miſtruſt ſomething) to overhear the greateſt part 
of what the ſervant had been a whiſpering, in which 
that young lady was intereſted. I ſaw him much 
moved in his turn, even ſo far as to get up with a 
very . briſk motion, and leave us without ſaying a 
fingle word. My ſiſter-in-law, alarmed at his ſo 


' ſudden departure, earneſily prayed him not to gb 


away without hearing her. He ran down without 
iving the leaſt attention to. what ſhe requeſted, 


| Although at the diſtance I was I could hear nothing 


capable ot giving me the leaſt ſuſpicion, yet I could 
not doubt but he was ſhocked with ſomething I was 
ignorant of ; and obſerving, on the other hand, the 
conſternation of, my ſiſter in- law, which gave me 
room to fear ſhe would faint away, I conjured Roſe 
and the Count to follow the weak Patrick, and to 


prevent any thing from eſcaping him that was in- 


decent. They ſeemedito enter freely into my views. l 
remained alone with the melancholy companion of my 
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voyage, who immediately juſtified my fears by fall- 
ing into a deep ſwoon. She continued a long time 
in this condition, and J haſtened to aſſiſt her with 
my utmoſt diligence, While I was bufied about her, 


and that for avoiding any noiſe to be made of the 
accident, I had choſen not to call in any other aid, 
but that of the lacquey, who had been the cauſe of 


this diſorder. I heard the Count's coach, which ſeem- 
ed to drive off from the inn. The ſuſpicion of 
ſome new miſchief made me put my head out of the 
window. I ſaw indeed that he took the road to 


Paris, and drove at a great rate. 


Into what an exceſs of trouble did I not fall all 
at once ? Nothing could give me light into the 
bottom of ſuch- a cruel adventure; but the very 
obſcurity of it was a torment fo painful to me, 
that I thought myſelf ready to fall down into the 
melancholy condition in which I juſt then had ſeen 
my ſiſter-in-law. I demanded eclairciſſments in vain 
from this miſerable poor lady, who was come into 
the midſt of us to ſuck in nothing but poiſon and 
death. She appeared trembling with fear and grief, 
but refuſed abſolutely to give me an anſwer, I 
ordered the ſervant to go down, at leaſt to inform 
himſelf exactly who went away in the Count's coach, 
and deſpairing to recover my lilter-in-law*s ſpirits 


without the aid of her women, I was obliged to have 
them called, 5 | 5 
Nevertheleſs, in a little time ſhe came to herſelf; 


but her eyes opened only to pour out a torrent of 


tears, and her mouth to iſſue the moſt bitter com- 


plaints: She aſked what was become of her huſband. 
Her ſervants, who were gathered about her, could 
not conceal from her that he was gone. They had 
been witneſſes with what precipitation he went down 
ſlairs, and having . obſerved him with ſo much the 
more curioſity, as they had already been informed 
of what we were deſirous of concealing, they had 
ſeen him deliberate a moment with his companions, 
and then get as it were by ſtealth into the Connt's 
coach with them. My (der- in law, being yet more 

| ys ſtruck 
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ſtruck with this account, redoubled her tears, crying 
out that ſhe was a loſt and undone woman. I was as 
much ignorant of what was capable of affliting her 
to this excels, as I was of what made my brothers and 


ſiſter take a reſolution ſo extraordinary. 1 prayed 
her to clear up the matter to me. Ah! ſaid ſhe, you 
do not know that he deteſts me, and that he has 


not yet had for me the leaſt ſentiment of tender. 


neſs, He is paſlionately in love with another wo. 
man. It was leſs his duel, than his longing to fol. 
Jow her, that made him come over 2 1 
knew it all, and I have had the power of conceal. 
ing it from you. But why ſhould he inſult me? con. 
tiaued ſhe, why join this outrage to his treachery ? 
Do you believe, that while he came to amuſe me here 
by a falſe reſemblance of complaiſance and zeal, he 
has been labouring to annul our marriage? Have 
you ſeen a woman who was here to accompany him? 
That was his miſtreſs z he was not aſhamed to bring 
her with him. | 

She moreover ordered her people to tell me what 
they had learned from the Count's ſervants. Theſe 
wretches, the greateſt part of whom are as little ca- 
pable of diſcretion, as of fidelity and honour, had 
indeed enteftained themſelves with the affairs of their 
maſters; and one of ours, in whom my ſiſter in-law 
had placed a confidence, made haſte to give her an 
account of all he had diſcovered. I moreover con- 
ceived, that Patrick, who had lent an ear to what 
he whiſpered, had not power longer to bear the pre- 
fence of a woman, whom he had injured, and that 
getting again with Tenermill and the Count, they 
had concluded together, that after the hints ſke had 
received, he had no further meafures to keep with 
her. All the reflections that occurred to my mind 
not bringing any aid to the preſent evil, I employ- 
cd all my efforts in comforting her. Whatever pre- 


cautions Patrick had taken in flying away, I did not 
fear but I ſhould in a ſhort time find him out a- 
gain. So I confidently promiſed my ſiſter - in · law, that 
we ſhould ze him again in leſs than twenty - four, 
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hours. Repoſe yourſelf, ſaid I, upon my honour 
and zeal, The misfortune with which you think 
yourſelf menaced, ſhall not be the work of one 
day. I have reſources that, I will not yet explain 
to you. If the hope I yet have to reclaim my 
brother to his duty ſhall not ſucceed upon my firſt 
trials, I engage my word to you, that thoſe I have 
reſerved for the laſt extremity ſhall be more infal- 
lible. 5 . 

In truth, the indignation with which I was filled 
raiſed in me all at once a number of expedients, 
of which the ſucceſs appeared to me to be certain. 
But the preſent difficulty was to determine upon 
the place where we ought to alight at Paris. In 
the mean time, the arrival of Jacin, and the im- 
patience I was in to load him with reproaches, 
made me ſufpend this deliberation. I went briſkly 
to meet him, as well to follow the. motions with 
which I was agitated, as to conceal from my ſiſter- 
in-law this new ſcene, The confuſion with which 
he accoſted me gave me room to judge that he knew 
a ſhare of the evil he had cauſed. His repentance 
not being a ſufficient ſatisfaction, I received him with 
an air of anger, and treated him with the moſt 
harſh expreſſions. F own my fault, ſaid he, though 
you witl find me excuſeable if you will hearken to 
me. But, added he, before I tel you with what 
Idelity I have executed your orders, I ought to 
acquit myſelf of a commiſſion, which is yet more 
urgent. He contiaued to tell me, that he had met 


the coach of the Count de S——, and that coming | 


to the boot of it, my ſiſter had ordered him pri- 
vately to make the greateſt haſte to me, and to- 
conjure me from her not to chuſe any other lodge 
mgs for my fiſter-in-law, than Saiſons. She pro- 
miſes you, added he, not to loſe a moment in.being 
there. I looked upon the care he took. to begin 
with a declaration ſo agreeable, as upon a very dex- 
trous turn to appeaſe me. This news indeed gave 
me ſo much ſatisfaction, that it diſſipated at once 
my reſentment. Having preſſed him, nevertheleſs, to 
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finiſh, he told me, that out of fear to depart fron 
my orders, he had concealed' from the Count, nat 
only the arrival of my ſiſter-in law, but the com. 


miſſion I had given him to find out my brothers 


This was that unhappy exceſs of precaution which 


had raiſed all our trouble: ſeeing that having goue 


to Saiſons, where he had hoped to find them, the 
Count, to whom he did not recommend filence, and 
who might much fooner find them out than he, tines 
they were at Paris, and in his neighbourhood, had 


imparted to them immediately all he had heard, 
They came away on the ſpot for St Denys; inſo 
much that not being able to be informed but at 
Saiſons, that it was to Paris he muſt return to lock 
'for them, he had the vexation to find them -gone 
when he came there. Thinking properly that all his 
"diligence to get before them would be uſeleſs, be 
had employed his time in getting an account of the 


Ktuation of their affairs. Fortune was propitious 
to him, he ſaid, but he trembled to tell me that 
my brother was to marry Mademoiſelle de L 
That ſuch a ſtrange piece of news making him im. 


mediately mount his horſe, he had thought it would 


be a ſorrowful interview between Patrick and my 
ſiſter in-law; and what he had learned, added he, 


from the ſervants, who attended the Count's coach, 
had but too well confirmed his conjectures, 


Without making any anſwer to this ſtory, I made 
bim immediately return to Saiſons to prepare there all 


* neceſſary conveniencies. This account gave me ſome 


trouble to ſet our affairs too well known to our ſer— 


vants, and to learn from thence that the public was 


half informed of them; but this vexation was ſo ad- 
vantageoufly compenſated by the joy I felt from the 
attention of Roſe, that I haſtened to my fiſter-in- 
law to conſole her with this news. I could ſcarce 


conceive, that Roſe, after having appeared fo affected 


*by her misfortunes, could reſolve to abandon her all 
of a ſudden, and I had reaſon to imagine that ſbe 
was forced to it by Tenermill. As to the Count, I 
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part but with Roſe, I ſhould find it an eaſy taſk to make. 
him enter into our views, if ſhe could be brought 
over to favour them. I made all theſe reflections to 
my ſiſter-in-law, and exhorting her to hope for every 
thing from the protection of Heaven; You are too 


much dejected, ſaid I, coming up to her, and you ought 


at another time not to put your truſt in appearances. 
[ was willing to arm her with a little reſolution and 
courage to bring her to anſwer my views. I know 


not, added I, what juſt reaſons you have to com- 


plain; but do you not magnify your jealouſies without 
foundation? What ] have to inform you is, that I 
will wait on you to Saiſons; and Roſe, who has in- 
treated me to conduct you there, would not have 
given me this invitation without the participation of 
your huſband. I ſucceeded luckily enough by this 
method to make her moderate her tranſports, which 
ſhe herſelf repented of having diſcovered fo clearly to 
her domeſticks. We took the road to Paris. I. 
took care during our journey not to entertain her 
with any thing that might not contribute to her tran- 
quillity. She appeared to give herſelf up to my rea- 
ſons, and as I had not requeſted her more than at 
aſt to know how to compoſe herſelf outwardly, I. 
ſhould have been contented with the conditionin which. 
Lſaw ber, it ſhe. had had the power of maintaining 
herſelf in it. w 
But in croſſing Paris in order to get at the gats 
that leads to Saiſons, an unfortunate chance made ux- 
drive through a ſtreet very much crowded, in which 
our coach was Ropped for ſome moments by a train 
of a great number of others. Lopened our boot to 
inquire. the caute of this diſorder. About twenty 
paces from us I perceived at the. window of a very 
fair houſe Mademoiſelle de L—— and Patrick, who 
were entertaining one another with great attention. 
My firſt motion was to ſhut the boot, and lie cloſe 
before the window-to prevent my. ſiſter from feeing 
this fight ; but her eyes were too ready to do her 
this bad office. She had diſcovered, what I would 
fain have concealed, as ſoon as I did, and her ima- 
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gination being filled with all the terrors that love 
and jealouſy are capable of inſpiring, the gave a looſe 
to the moſt bitter ſenſations of grief Her agitations 
were fo violent, that in any other place I ſhould have 
choſen to have made her alight to take care of her 
health. But the fear of ſome ſcene yet more miſ. 
chievous made me preſs the coachman to make what 
ſpeed he could to Saiſons. 4 

The deſpair of my companion having increaſed 
during the remainder of our journey, ſhe found her. 
felf fo ill at her arrival, that ſhe was obliged to go 
to bed. I eaſily obſerved, that ſhe was in a more 
dangerous condition than ſhe imagined herſelf; and 
Pierced even to the bottom of my heart at the mit. 
fortune of this amiable woman, I beſtirred myſelf 
with the molt eager haſte to give her comfort. She 
perceived my zeal, and it was at this moment thar, 
opening her heart with as many fighs as words, the 
voluntarily related to me the whole hiſtory of her 
troubles. Though there was nothing new to me in 
her recital, the exceſs of her affliction redoubled my 
pity. I promiſed her moſt faithfully to make from 
| henceforth my deareſt intereſt hers, and even to come 
to an open Fupture with her huſband, if he continued 
obliinate in ſwerving from his duty. To the objec- 
tion that the raiſed, as to what little advantage ſhe 
could hope for from violence, ſince it would only 
ferve to eſtrange from her more and more a heart, 
which never had for her the leaſt ſentiment of ten- 
derneſs; I anſwered, that ſuch an ingrate did not de- 
ferve to have any meaſures obſerved with him, and 
that ſhe ſhould not fear to employ rigour, when all 
the efforts of love and goodneſs were found to be 
of no uſe. I was fuller of indignation than ſhe, and 
in ſome moments was reſolved to go immediately to 
St Germain, to caſt myſelf at the King's feet, an 
folicit his authority in favour of innocence, again!! 
the laſt exceſs of cruelty. I had given orders upon 
our arrival to ſend haſtily for a phyſician, The 
noiſe of a coach in the court made me judge that 
de was already coke. But how great was my ſur- 
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prize to ſee coming towards me Roſe and Made» 
moiſelle de L——, who were already at the foot of 
the ſtairs, . | 

I topped them. How, ſaid I to Mademoiſelle 
de L— with an impulſe of indignation that I could 
not forbear, dare you appear in a place, that you 
have filled with grief and bitterneſs? What do you. 
do here? Do you come to inſult over the misfortunes 
you have cauſed, aud which you ought to reproach 
yourſelf with ? My ſiſter, embarraſſed by fo harſh a. 
compliment, anſwered me in Iriſh, that I did ages, | 


to accuſe. her companion without hearing her, and, 


preſſing me to go into the next room, the pray» 
ed me to be ſeated, and to hear her, Mademoi- 
ſeile de L threw herſelf into an elbow chair 
at ſome diſtance from us. I obſerved that her eyes 
were moiſtned with tears, and that, placing her elbow 
on a table, ſhe hid her face with her hand to weep. 
more freely. 

You would have been more cautious in yourexpretii» 
ons, ſaid my fiſter, if you had known the motives that 
brought us here. Mademoiſelle de L—, upon whom 
you caſt all the evils that are here lamented, is come 
for no other end but to repair them. She has enter. 
ed of herſelf into the reaſons that ought to make her 
abandon. her hopes, and r<j=cting all the condeſcen- 
lions they have yet made to her to give them ſoc. 
ceſs, ſhe has conceived, that decency and juſtice ſhould 
impoſe on her other laws. I aſked Roſe, if ſhe 
ſpoke ſeriouſly. Yes, replied ſhe, and I anſwer you, 
that I ſhall not yet learn to lie. This is a violence, 
that Mademoiſ:lie de L.— has the courage to do to 
her inclinations. Generofity and honour have gained 
the aſcendant over love. But I will not warrant you 
fo boldly, continued ſhe, that the mind of my bro- 
ther will be ſo eaſy to reclaim. He has juſt ſabje&s 
for complaints; and if his wife be ſo paſſionately 
fond of him, as ſhe ſeems to wiſh he ſhould think, 
it is ſtrange, that to touch his heart, ſhe ſhould have 
employed ſuch evil ways as violence, He will with 
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is upon this foundation, added Roſe, that I myſ:If 
have lent my hand to the projects of divorce; and 
J muſt confeſs to you, ſaid ſhe, letting her voice fall, 
that notwithſtanding all the compaſſion ſhe inſpired 
me with at St Denys, 1 ſhould not have changed my 
opinion all at once, if Mademoiſelle de L had 
not been induced of herſelf to ſacrifice to her all her 
inclinations. 
The Rory of Patrick's valet de chambre was 
too glaring in my eyes not to make me recal im- 
mediately the judgment this boy had given of the 
quarrel of his maſter, and I ſhould have began ſrom 
that moment to form a more favourable opinion of 
my brother, by ſeeing, that the extremities into 
which he was defirous of coming with his wife, 
had at leaſt ſome colour of juſtice and reaſon. As 
it was eaſy for me to ruin this pretence by the 
united teſtimonies of Dilnick and my ſiſter- in- law, 
I ſhould have thought the peace ready to be renewed, 
and ſhould have given myſelf up all at once to this hope, 
if I had not been ſtopped by other difficulties, over 
which my ſiſter paſſed too ſlightly. After ſo many 
proofs of a paſſion ſo lively as that of Mademoiſelle 
de L——, I could not perſuade myſelf, that in one 
moment ſhe could have been able to carry away over 
Herſelf ſuch a certain victory. I ſhould have been 
willing to have known all that paſſed between her ard 
Patrick ſince their departure from Ireland. I was 
curious to learn why they had parted fo fuddenly 
from St Denys, and how any body could pretend to 
\ reconcile the reſolution of renouncing one anot he 
with theſe figns of tranquillity and good underſtand- 
ing, with which I ſaw them entertain each other at 
the window an hour before. In fine, if it were true, 
that the diſpoſition in which Mademoiſelle de L— 
had been repreſented to me, was fincere, what need 
was there for her coming to Saiſons, and why ſhouid 
ſhe mix herſelf in an affair, to which - ſhe ought nd 
longer to pretend an intereſt ? 
' 1] was going to preſs Roſe upon all theſe heads, 
when they brought me word the phyſician was _ 
. 7 "Its 


* 


* 


The c. 
law, Mm 
ſemper 
niſhed 


were p 
ſiſter, 
whom 
ſpect, 11 
her th 
ought 
moiſell 
pear by 
addref] 
into he 
able tc 
inſtrur 
medic! 
this re 
turned 
braced 
to ner 
contin 
The 
jargon 
I took 
tuat io 
by afl 
could 
ingen 
ceed f 
dange 
were 
could 


1 


he ha 


Der 1 


ſtorin 
elcap 
of wi 
her g 
bed-1 


yſelk 
and 
fall, 
vired 
| my 
had 
| her 


Was 

im- 
the 
{rom 
n of 
into 
wife, 

As 
the 
Jaw, 
wed; 
30pe, 
over 
nany 
iſelle 
one 


over 
been 
r and 
| was 


her by exhortations and careſſes. 


The Dean of CoLERAINE., 133 


The care I owed to the health of my ſiſter in- 
law, made me wiſh to hear his opinion on her di- 
ſemper. Riſing to go to her chamber, I was aſto 
niſhed to ſee that Mademoiſelle de L— and Roſe 
were preparing to follow me. No, faid I to my 
ſiſter, in the condition I juſt now left that lady, for 
whom I cannot have too great conſideration and re- 
ſpect, it would not be pardonable in me to preſent to 
her the cauſe of all her grief, Whatever idea: L. 
ought to have of the defign that brought Made 
moiſelle de L— hither, I thall not ſuffer her to ap- 
pear before my filter in-law, As to you, continued I, 
addreſſing myſelf yet ro Roſe, you may follow me 
into her chamber; and it you have any thing agree- 
able to tell her, I do not doubt but you will be more 
inſtrumental in reſtoring her health, than all the 
medicines of the phyſician... I perceived the chagrin 
this repuiſe gave to Mademoiſelle de L—. She re- 
turned melancholy to her former poſture. Roſe em- 
braced her, and uſed ſome expreſſions of friendſhip 
to her, which I could not. hear, and {he conſented ta 
continue alone a moment; 

The perplexity of the phyſician; and his equivocal 
jargon, alarmed me in earneſt for my ſiſter- in law. 
I took him afide, as much to afſure myſe}! of her fi- 
tuation, as to leave Roſe at liberty to comfort her 
by aſſurances, ſo much the leſs ſuſpicious, as they 
could not appear to be concerted. The phyſician very 
ingeniouſly diſputed, that her diſtemper did not pro- 
ceed from an ordinary cauſe; and not concealing the 
danger from nie, confeſſed, that it ſome means 
were not found to ſtop the diſorder in its ſource, he 
could little hope for any good effects from the help of 


art. We reaioned a long time upon the ſymptoms 


he had obſerved, while my filter laboured-to conſole 
But far from re- 
ſtoring to her more tranquillity, ſome words that 
eſcaped her indiſcreetly upon the project of the divorce, 
of which ſhe believed her well informed, augmented 


her grief and trouble. The phyfician coming to her, 


bed-ſide, found her labouring under ſuch dreadfal 
| ſymptoms, 


i 
Coles PR ˙·- dw 
TT . a *%K, . * 8 * "PC" * "I * 


- 
1 . 


134 The Dean of Col ERA INE. 

Symptoms, that I thought ſeriouſly of giviag Patrick 
notice of it. I went down with this deſign, hay. 
ing fir} deſired my ſiſter privately to put off to a 
more favourable moment an explanation, that could 
not make ſo great an impreſſion on her from any 
other mouth as from her huſband. We left her in 
the hands of her woman. Role followed me to re- 
join her companion, and I promiſed to follow her a 
moment after, to dive into the matter- that ſhe had 
only began to explain to me. But a great ſhriek, which 
flie caſt out upon putting her ſoot into the room, 
having made me turn immediately to the ſame ſide, 
I ſaw there Mademoiſelle de L— ſtretched out with. 
out any fign of life. My fright was equal to hers, 
Luckily the phyfician was within call. He uſed many 
operations, which were for a long time of no uſe, 


and we ſuffered above half an hour's uneaſineſs before 


we began to have any hopes. You have reaſon to be 
under apprehenſions from your ſiſter-in-law, ſaid the 
phyſician, but J have no better opinion of this young 
perſon, and I am miſtaken if fo ſudden an alteration: 


will not reduce her ſoon to the ſame extremity. He 


ordered that ſhe ſhould be immediately put to bed, 
and that every thing ſhould be removed that might 


trouble her reſt, which was abſolutely neceſſary tor 


her. | ; 
Altho? the forrowful condition in which I ſaw Ma- 


demoiſelle de . did not ſuffer me to heſitate in giving 
her all ſorts of aſſiſtauce, yet IJ was fenſible to What L 
ſhould expoſe myſelf in giving her a bed under the 
fame roof with that of my ſiſter - in- law. Not diſ- 
penſing with myſelf from ſending for Patrick, I was 
plunged again into the ſame pit, from whence I had 
juſt had hopes of getting out. F imparted my fears 
to Roſe, who acknowledged they were juſt. Never- 
theleſs, as there were not two ſides of the queſtion 
to deliberate upon, 1 muſt yield to neceſſities equal- 
Iy urgent. I ordered Mademoiſelle de L— to be 
— in an apartment the fartheſt diſtant ſrom that 


of my ſiſter-in-law, and in haſte ſent to my brothers 


e come to Saiſons without loſs of a moment's 
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Ia reaſoning with Roſe upon the unexpected ac- 
cident of her companion, I learned a number of 
drcumſtances, that diſpoſed me very much in her 
favour. Without yet engaging herſelt in a detail 
of particulars, that I wiſhed to know, my ſiſter re- 
ated to me, that a few weeks before, my Lord 
Tenermill, who ſought to favour the paſſion of my 
brother, had propoſed to Mademoiſelle de L— -,, 
to accept of an apartment in the houſe he lived in 
with Roſe and Patrick. She was carried: by in- 
clination to comply with this requeſt, ſeeing ſhe 
paſſed moſt of her time with them ; but a delica- 
cy of honour made her conſider, that decency 
would be wounded by ſuch. a compliance; and. 
from this reflection ſhe came to be fo rigorouſly 
tircumſpect over herſelf, that ſhe conſtantly refuſed 
to receive Patrick alone in her own houſe. I made 
ſome objections to this account, which naturally oc- 
curred to me. She made him come from one end of 
Ireland to the other, ſaid IL to my ſiſter, to paſs near 
three weeks with him in Angleſey's houſe; the return- 
ed into France in the ſame veſſel; ſhe has received 
his courtſhip continually ; ſhe has entered into all 
his projects formed againſt my ſiſter-in-law ; and, 
without doubt, ſhe has aſſiſted therein as much out 
of her own proper defires, as from a complaiſance 
to thoſe of her lover. Will you give the name of 
decency to fo free a conduct? This very day, add- 
ed I, have I not ſeen them both at the ſame win- 
dow, under a forgetfulneſs of themſelves, which per- 
haps cannot be aſcribed to any thing but to their 
deing intoxicated with love? It is true, they adore one 
another, replied my ſiſter, and the misfortune that has 
divided two hearts, which I think made for one a- 
nother, is one of thoſe ſtrokes from Heaven, that 
we muſt not attempt to explain, But do not ſuſ- 
pet them of any thing exceeding the bounds of in- 
nocence. I was with them, when you ſaw them at 
the window; and if you would judge of the whole 
from the ſubject of this interview, you would perhaps 
have a better opinion of their principles, They _ 
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both under a conſternation. at the unexpected arrival 
of your companion, and with whatever hopes they 
had flattered themſelves, an unſeaſonable moment, ſo 
little expected, quite ſtaggered their reſolutions. Ma. 
demoiſelle de L— apprehended, that even the reaſons 
that were ſufficient to break my. brother's marriage, 
would yet not be capable of juſtitying the engage. 
ments he -would fain have entered into with her; 
in one word, that the moſt juſt complaints would paſs 
for ſo many pretences and artifices, whilſt one ſought 
to ſhake off an uneaſy yock, only to gratify a violent 
paſſion. The alarms of honour, the fear of a noiſe, 
that might rob her of her reputation, and perhaps. 
the doubt of ſucceſs, diſturbed her ſo much even to 
make her keep a ſullen ſitence, which caſt my bro. 
ther into mortal inquietudes; and when he preſſed 
her to explain herſelf, ſhe did not open her mouth, 
only to demand of me a private interview, of which 
the made even a difficulty of ſuffering him to be a 
witneſs, Nevertheleſs, not being able to reſiſt his 
inſtances, ſhe proteſted to me in his preſence, that 
notwithſtanding all the force of her paſſion, ſhe was 
reſolved to contradict her inclinations. The grief 
painted in her eyes made me judge, that experiencing 
already a ſhare of the torments, to which ſhe expo 
ſed herſelf, ſhe would be capable of ſupporting them 
with conſtancy, ſeeing ſhe did not appear to be 
terrified by them. All the. compaſſion I felt {or 
Patrick could not hinder me from praiſing fo noble 
an effort. He ſeemed as much dejected at this ſen - 
tence as if it were that of his death; when {he 
ſpoke of going away immediately in order to fp 
from him, his ſobs would have ſtopped his breath, 
if George, who came in, and before whom he had 
not the power of containing himſelf, had not calmed 
this tempeſt by another propoſal. If, ſaid he to Ma- 
demoiſelle de. L-—, you abſolutely quit the deſign 
of breaking the unforcunate chains of my brother, 


what ſhould hinder you to live at leaſt with us, and 


to ſeek your conſolation in a ſociety full of charms? 
You will have as. a recompence for your loſs 2 
tender 
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tender friendſhip of my ſiſter, the affection of the 
Count de 8 and mine, the company of a man 
who is dear to you; and, doubtleſs, the eſteem of a 
woman, who will be feelingly ſenſible of what the 
owes you, when ſhe knows what lacrifice you have 
made to her honour and repoſe. Dread thoſe vio- 
ſent reſolutions, continued George, they may expoſe 
you to bitter repentance z inſtead of which, with- 
out in the leaſt altering your principles, or perhaps 
your ſentiments, you may make ſure to yourſelt of a 
thouſand pleaſures, which, by another conduct, you 
will intallibly regret the loſs of. He moreover laid 
down the plan of a commerce, which might indeed. 
become a ſource of delights for ali our family, Ma- 
demoiſelle de L was to live with me, when I 
ſhould be married to the Count. We ſhould be all 
reconciled to our fiſter-in-law. Patrick {hould force 
himſelf to live upon good terms with her ; he has 
promiſed, that himſelf, when he ſaw it was the only 
means of retaining Mademoiſelle de L with 
us. In fine, it is upon his word Mademoitelle and L 
are now come here, to make the firſt overtures 
of our reconciliation, and although the troubles 
ſhe is in now may make in her ſome alteration, yet 
I know ſo well the integrity and honour- of her 
heart, that I can be anſwerable to you for all her 
thoughts. | | 

Roſe looked.upon me with a contented eye after 
this diſcourſe; and knowing her ſo well myſelf, I 
did not doubt but ſhe was perſuaded of what ſhe 
had told with ſo much confidence. But I re- 
tained too faithfully in my memory the maxims and 
diſcourſes of George, to give up myſelf with as much 
eredulity, as ſhe did, to hopes, that could only 
fill her imagination. Theſe projects of living in 
ſociety, with which ſhe was ſo much affected, were 
to me only an odious maſk, under which George 
thought to conceal thoſe. baſe views, which he had 
confeſſed to me without bluſhing. Your goodneſs blinds 
you, faid I, to Roſe, you do not diſtruit an evil, of the. 


nature of which perhaps you are ignorant. Made- 
moiſells 
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moiſelle de I. —, as credulous as you, ſees no longer 
the precipice, down which ſhe ſuffers herſelf to he 
hurried. Would you contribute to her ruin? No, 
but it is he, not you, has fallen upon this humour, ſo 
as to think, that all your meaſures ought to have no 
other end. O! that I could believe with as much con. 
fidence, that Patrick is not more guilty than you! 
The aſtoniſhment of my ſiſter perſuading me yet 
more, that ſhe did not deſerve my reproaches, I 
concluded by explaining to her the ſuſpicions that 
diſturbed me, and I conjured her by the honour of 
our family, as much as by her own, not to inter. 
meddle in ſo raſh a combination, from whence we 
could expect nothing but criminal and fatal con- 
ſequences. I ſhould perhaps have vanquiſhed her 
prepoſſeſſions, and had already explained to her how 
uncertain ſhe was in as to me, when I was told that 
Patrick was come with George. It was of more im- 
33 to go and meet them, and to make my- 
elf ſure of their intentions, than to gain over the 
mind of Roſe, I made haſte to join them, before 
they could receive the leaſt information from the 
ſervants. Patrick, whom I embraced firſt, appeared 
to me to be under an extraordinary agitation. [ 
aſked him, what it was that was capable of diſorder» 
ing him to ſuch a pitch. He began again to em- 
brace me, and the motion, with which he accom- 
panied this careſs, gave me ſtill a better idea of his 
trouble. | a 
1 could have wiſhed to have had it in my pow- 
er to have taken him aſide, to have avoided upon 
the whole the captious reaſonings of George, from 
which I foreſaw I ſhould have a good deal of trou- 
ble to defend myſelt. But their eagerneſs ſee ming 
to be equal, I was obliged to endure ſucceſſively 
all their queſtions. They would know if I had ſeen 
Roſe, and if ſhe was accompanied by Mademoilelle 
de L—; what they had ſaid to my ſiſter-in-law; 
in what manner they were received by her; in fine, 
all that had paſſed in a viſit, of which they con- 


ſeſſed they mortally apprehended the ſucceſs, 9 
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id left them, without giving them any notice of 
heir deſign, and what appearance ſoever of a con- 
ent Patrick might have given to their reſolutions, 
he could not hear without a piercing alarm, that they 
had followed upon our heels. 

I ſet aſide the notions of Mademoiſelle de L 9 
by an anſwer capable of rouſing all the attention of 
Patrick, Heaven, ſaid I, has brought you here hap- 
hily, or rather, added I with an air of ſoftneſs, I 
nnot believe you capable of giving the name of 
happinels to a ſight which you are going to ſee, 
d I do not give that name to it myſelf, but from 
the circumſtances of your arrival. Your ſpouſe is 
n a condition that makes me tremble for her life. 


here with that deſign, I ſhall, without- explaining 
myſelf, render to you my eſteem and friendſhip. 
But if affection and duty make you ſenſible of no- 
thing upon this occaſion for a wife, to whom you are 
bound by all the ſacred ties of love and gratitude, I 
bok on you as a monſter, and will be the firſt to de- 
teſt you. Come, dear Patrick, continued I, taking 
tim by the hand; liſten one moment to the good» 
neſs of your own heart; think that there can be 
0 pleaſures without honour and virtue; and for 
once make an eſſay of thoſe which Heaven has put 
nto your hands. George interrupted me. He will 
ke his wife freely, ſaid he; and if you knew the re- 
biution he has taken, you will have no further occa» 
hon to complain of his intentions. Ah! anſwered I, 
vithout obſerving any meaſures wish him, every 
thing that comes from you is ſuſpicious ; and when 
he ſhall take up a reliſh for his duty, I will not 
e the honour of it to your advice. This an- 
ver was ſhocking; but far from being offended at 


t, George received it with a ſneer, which ſeemed - 


to ſignify, that he thought himſelf above my re- 
proaches. 

We were at my ſiſter in law's door. Patrick did 
hot refuſe to go in, He went even to her bed- ſide 


vith an air of fondneſs, which I ſhould have * 


ome and conſole her by your preſence. If you are 
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' delle de L——; I ſpoke of the firſt incident that had 
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ed upon as a good omen in leſs tumultuous con 
junctures. He embraced her, and his firlt expreſſ 
ons were at leaſt teſtimonies of his politeneſs. She 
who did not ſtay to diſtinguith between fincerit 
and appearances, ſhe who, far from expecling f 
much complaiſauce, had dreaded ſome fatal decla 
ration when the ſaw him appear ; the, in fine, to who 
every thing was dear and precious that came tron 
a huſband ſo tenderly beloved, gave herſelf up tc 
the pleaſure of finding him again ſuch at lealt a 


ſhe had ſeen him before thoſe unhappy proofs d 


his ingratitude, 1 obſerved the effect that this 
thought produced-in her, and willing to draw fro 

a diſpoſition ſo favourab'e ail the advantages that! 
might hope for her recovery, 1 laid hold of that 
moment to venture at ſome explanations that Pa 
trick could not diſavow. Without namiag Mademoi 


troubled their repoſe, as of a known evil, of whict 
the imprudence and-vivacity of Dilnick was only te 
be accuſed. I attributed their mutual pains to thi 
m-ichievous cauſe; and re- uniting. all the hint 
I could gather upon their conduct, I engaged them 
to confeſs, he, that he ſhould never have been brought 
to theſe violent reſolutions, but by the falſe ide: 
he had taken of his wite's ſentiments ;. ſhe, that 
excepting this error, ſhe had never found in her huſ- 
band any thing. but good humour and complai- 
ſance in the very midi of the infirmities and lan. 
12 in which he had lived after their marriage. 

added theſe laſt words dexterouſly to prevent o- 
ther objections. Your chagrins, added I, are the 
ſo many chimeras, which may be deſtroyed. and re- 
Paired in one moment. My brother, added I, ad- 
dreſſing myſelf to her, domes here to promiſe you 


all the fidelity and tenderneſs that he owes to his 


engagements, and I am jure you will not ſuſ- 
pect his good faith in a return ſo free and volun- 
tary. : f - 
Whether it were that the force of circumſtances 
made a true impreſſion an the heart of Patrick, or 
by. | whether 
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whether it were that he was only ſenſible to the fear 
of loſing Mademoiſelle de L-—, whoſe reſolutions, 
perhaps more ſtrongly preſented themſelves to his 
magination, but he ſeconded my diſcourſe with ſuch 
marks of ſincerity, as did not appear to me to be ſuſ- 
ficious. His wife, ſoftened even to the bottom of 
her heart, made an account of his leaſt complaiſan» 
ces; and this facility of ſuffering herſelf to be per- 
ſuaded, proceeded rather without doubt from the ar- 
dour of her own ſentiments, than from the teſtimony. 


ſhe received of the ſentiments of others. But, in fine, 


I frould, as well as ſhe, have relied upon the diſpo- 
ftions of Patrick, if I had not apprehended for him 
mother trial, that I had no hope to make him avoid. 
It was impoſſible to diſguiſe from him the viſit and 
accident of Mademoiſelle de L George, who 
did not follow us into the chamber of my ſiſter in- 
law, was already informed of it. What a ſubject of 
inquietude in the midſt of all the hopes with which 1 
began to flatter myſelf! I imagined, nevertheleſs, 
that if he had any thing to promiſe himſelf from the 
goodneſs of Heaven, it was at the moment when the 
heart of my brother had appeared ſenſible to its du- 
ty. I ſhould not leave him time to cool. Inſtead of 
having recourſe to pretences, of which the ſucceſs 
was uncertain, I reſolved to conduct him upon the 
ſpot to the chamber of Mademoiſelle de L , and 
to aid them both with new ſolicitations, to enable 
them to carry away a victory over themſelves, which 
I thought far advanced, 
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VII. 
E HE arrival of the Count de 8 „ Who fol. 
| lowed cloſe after my brothers, and whom I met 


upon quitting my ſiſter- in- law's apartment, increaſed 
the confidence I already had in the reſolutions of 
Patrick, I fancied that the ſight of ſo many witneſ- 
ſes would prove a ſtay to his weakneſs, and, as it were, 
a caution of the promiſes that I would fain draw ſo- 
lemnly from bis mouth. Roſe and the phyſician had 
not yet left Mademoiſelle de L———, I thought 
Tenermill was with them ; and I engaged the Count 
to accompany us, by declaring to him openly what I 
had to hope from the virtue of Patrick. 

Burt a mournful and melancholy beck, by whick 
my ſiſter ſeemed to forbid our entrance, gave me 
room to think, that the ſituation of Mademoiſelle de 
L—— was become more dangerous. I had brought 
Patrick and the Count without giving them any pre- 
caution, 'Their ſurpriſe, as much as the impoſlibility 
of concealing from them circumſtances that pro- 
claimed themſelves, obliged me to inform them of the 
almoſt ſudden accident that had reduced Mademoi- 
ſelle de L— to the laſt extremity. Patrick ſcarce 
gave me time to finiſh the account. He flipped from 
me with ſo open and undiſguiſed a tranſport, that I 
thought I ſaw init the ruin of all my hopes. If there 
remained in him any diſcretion, it was only for the 
repoſe of a perſon, in whoſe lite he had wrapped up 
his own, and whoſe condition he thought even worſe 
than I had repreſented it. 1 obſerved the trembling 
air with which he accoſted his ſiſter. He took her 


by the hands, and, without hearing him, I could too 
ealily judge of what he inquired of her in a poſture 
the moſt moving and moſt paſſionate ; The trouble I 
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felt from it hindered me from going in after him; I 
remained with the Count at the door of the apart- 
ment, under an extreme impatience to {ce this ſcene 
ended. 

Roſe, in finiſhing the account of what he had not 


the power to hear from me, ſaid to him, apparently 


to flatter his grief, that he might go to the bed · ſide 
of Mademoiſelle de L „and judge of her hea- 
vineſs by her eyes, provided he did not provoke 
her to ſpeak. The phyſician not impoſing on him 
any other law, he laid hold of the conceſſion at the 
firſt word, and threw himſelf upon his knees, near 
her. How well did I learn to diſtinguiſh in one mo- 
ment the cares and ardours of love, from the bare 
inclinations of duty! How vaſtly different did I now 
find him from what he appeared to be near his wife ! 
The hand of his miſtreſs lay on the fide of the bed; 
he ſeized it, notwithſtanding an attempt ſhe ſeemed 
to make to draw it back. He glewed on it his lips, 
and on it ſeemed to unite all the powers of his ſoul 
and if he was faithful to the condition impoſed on 
him of not ſpeaking, a thouſand ſighs, which he had 
no thoughts of keeping in, taught me well enough 
what my error was, when I judged him prepared 


to vanquiſh his paſſion, or at leaſt reſolved to combat 


it: All the weakneſs and dejectedneſs of Mademoiſelle 
de L did not hinder her from opening her eyes 
to look on him for one moment. I obſerved the ſquee- 
zed his haud; and making ſome efforts to ſpeak, Do 
not afflict yourſelf too much, ſaid ſhe to him, Return 
to your ſpouſe, and hve happily with her ; but never 
ſorget, that I have loved you ſo well as to die for 
grief, becauſe I could not be yours, Here the com- 
plaints of Patrick burſt out with his tears ; they would 
have had perhaps other conſequences, if the phyſician 
had not abſolutely commanded him to retire, com- 
plaining, at the ſame time, how badly he had obſer- 
ved his promiſe. 

I received him at the door, where I yet ſtood 
with the Count, and preſſing him to grant me a few 


moments converiation, I retired with him at a diſ- 


trance 
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| tance into an alley in the garden. He ſuffered him- 


ſelf in a manner to be dragged along, and at firſt 
appeared as deaf to my careſſes, as reproaches. 
But conjuring him at length to hear me, and fixing 


my eyes on him; The trouble of your heart, ſaid J, 


is already ſubjected to your reaſon, 1 foreſee we ſhall 
be too happy, if your honour can eſcape the ſame 
danger. Nevertheleſs, can a diſorder ſo dreadful be 


the work of one hour? I have lately ſeen you take 


a reliſh to your duty: Do not deny it; my eyes 
have not deceived me: The misfortune of your ſpouſe 
hath moved you, and you have ſincere thoughts of 


rendering what you owe to her tears and virtue, 


Other affections have hurried you away, and. I ſee 
you offering them up a ſacrifice to new conſidera- 
tions, Which are not more powerful than thoſe you 
hath ſurmounted. He interrypted me, and I muſt in- 


deed confeſs, that an air of fury, which diffuſed it- 


felf all of a ſadden over his face, raiſed in me as 
much conſternation as his anſwer. I had known 


him, from his infancy, for the moſt ſweet-natured and 


tractable of all men, and in all the exceſs into which 
his paſſion had hurried him, I had not yet been a 


witneſs of any thing that had abſolutely given the lie 


to this character. Even in the midſt of the conſter- 
nation, into which the dangerous ſtate of Mademoiſclle 
de L. had caſt him, I thought I remarked more 
of commiſeration and pity, than anger, and 1 ſhonid 
rather have ſuſpected, that he would have given no at - 


tention to my ſpeech, than that he would have me- 


ditated one, the end of which was only to revile me. 
Nevertheleſs, with more paſſion han I could think 
him capable of, he upbraided me for having ruined 
him by my counſels ; and adding to this reproach the 
moſt odious names, he ſwore, that my life ſhould 


anſwer for that of his miſtreſs. To ſome words, 


which I timorouſly replied for my juſtification, he 


continued to anſwer by a torrent of abuſive lan- 


guage, and his laſt words were a terrible adieu, 


by. which he for ever renounced to fee or hear 
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He trok his way to the houſe, making me a ſign 
with his hand to have a care how I followed hin ; 
and having obſerved him till he was out of fight, I 
did not doubt but he was gone again into the apart - 
ment of Mademoiſelle de L . 

Il I remained immoveable. Words ſo harſh, and me- 
* naces ſo furious, coming from Tenermill, would have 
ze Wl cauſed me but little aſtoniſnment. But from Pa- 
ke trick, from the mouth of ſo dear and loving a bro- 
FF: ther, to whom the relation of blood had attached 
ſe we leſs than eſteem and friendſhip, I thought the im- 
of Il preflion of them was more ſtrong than my patience, 
ze, nnd, in the firſt motions of my grief, I was capable of 
ſee nothing but falling into tears. 

a. In the mean time, an intereſt, much more grievous 
ou chan mine, made me look on this dejection of mind 
n- {Was a weakneſs. I did not flatter myſelf, that I could 
it» maintain the leaſt aſcendent over minds, that had 
as MWrevolted againſt my tenderneſs and cares; but I took 
wn wo reſolutions, from whence I thought neither fears 
nd nor intrigues ſhould ever be capable of removing me; 
ich the one was, to oppoſe myſelf openly againſt all their 
na eaterpriſes, to which I ought to be attentive after 
lie Nhe tranſports of Patrick; and the other, to devote 
er- Muyſelt reſolutely to the intereſt of my ſiſter-in-law, 
and to do her all the ſervices I owed to her virtue. I 
taought of nothing but going to her, indifferent from 
henceforth about the conduct of Mademoiſelle de 
L—, except for the conſequences of her ſickneſs, and 
eren indifferent about returning to my former zeal for 
my brothers; for that 1 imagined their ingratitude 
had extinguiſhed in my heart all the- affections of na- 
ture. * 

I had not ſeen Tenermill ſince his arrival. He was 
not in the apartment of Mademoiſelle de L , 
hen I went into it with Patrick, and 1 had no thoughts 
if inquiring what was become of him; but in the 
ay/ to my ſiſter · in- law's chamber I learned, that 
ie had aſked permiſſion to ſee her, and that having 
Pes a deſire to talk to her without witneſſes, he had 
et aſide all the ſervants in attendance : His views 
He I Yor. II. e appeared 
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appeared to me ſo ſuſpicious, that I was ready to go 
in boldly and interrupt him. But not thinking him 
capable of inſulting a woman in cold blood, who 
had never given him offence, nor of failing in the re- 
ſpects he owed her ſex, I feared that my preſence, and 
the reproaches I ſhauld with difficulty refrain, would 
ſerve only to inflame his natural diſpoſition, and J 
therefore choſe to wait till he thought proper to come 
out of himſelf, My reſolution was oniy to know 
from his own mouth, what new concern had carried 
him into a place, to which he with difficulty ought to 
be admitted, I waited a long time; at length ſeeing 
Him appear, I accoſted him with ſo much inquietude, 
that I could not but fancy he mult have diſcovereda 
ſhare of my diſturbance in my countenance. My 
diſorder ſerved only to augment the confidence he 
was going to repoſe in me. He prevented me with 
an undiſturbed air, by aſſurances, that notwithſtand- 
ing all the warmth he had ſhewn in the ſervice of Pa- 
trick, he had pitied my ſiſter- in law, and that it was 
with joy he ſaw their reconciliation. I am come here, 
continued he, to ſignify theſe ſentiments to my 
lady,. and the diſcourſe I have had with her has 
only ſerved to augment them. He added; that his 
brother was too happy in being the huſband of fo 
amiable a woman, and that he would find him out 
that moment, to talk in the ſame language to 
him. | 

This unexpected change diſſipated all the bitter- 
neſs of my heart. Tenermill was much more formi- 
dable to me than Patrick, who, in the exceſs of pat- 
ſion, to which he had been juſt before tranſported, 
J already thought he would have obſerved more re- 
ſpect, if he had not reckoned always to have hi 
brother in his intereſt, - With the haughtineſs and 
falſe maxims, which I have a thouſand times de 
| ſcribed, I knew Tenermill had an integrity ſuperiot 
to artifice and diſſimulation. If he ſhould once tak 


with my ſiſter-in-Jaw, I was perſuaded he woule 
openly declare for her, and that would be to van 


a guiſh Patrick by taking from him a prop, — 
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which he could never have power to ſupport him- 
ſelf, In theſe thoughts, which immediately ſpread a 
calm over my mind, I 'embraced him with tears 
of joy, and without heſitation added, to what he 
ſaid, every thing the moſt moving for the advan- 
tage of my ſiſter-in-law, that my memory could 
furniſh me with. He gave his approbation to eve 

circumſtance I had obſerved. I gave myſelf up to 
the hopes of having gained him over entirely; and 


not thinking of any thing but to prepoſſeſs him 


with the new freaks of his brother, I related to him 
what had juſt happened between us in the garden, 
as if I had already believed him as ardent and as 


much affected as myſelf to make Patrick return to 
his duty. x ; : 


He hearkened to me with different marks of - 


aſtoniſnment. I thought I diſcovered alſo in his 
eyes an air of deep reflsction, that did not directly 
relate to the ſubject of our diſcourſe, and which 
took poſſeſſion of him much more than all the cir- 
eumſtances I had related to him. At length, coming 
as it were to himſelf, I muſt confeſs, ſaid he, that 
the love of my brother for Mademoiſelle de LS— 
is extreme: And when I ſaw him yield ſo readily 
to our projects of reconciliation, I had a diffidence 


in the ſincerity of his heart. My lady is to be 


pitied, added he, after a moment's conſideration ; 
I can ſee no happy omen for her from all theſe 


changes; and if the were capable of opening her 


eyes He interrupted himſelf. I will fee my 
brother, added he in a heat, and aſk him what he 
propoſes by ſo many caprices ; I will inform you of 
his ſituation. In taking his leave, he prayed me, 
if I went in to my ſiſter in · law, to aſſure her, that 
what he had ſaid to her was exactly conformable to 
the ſentiments of his heart, and which he was de- 
termined to make good by all bis conduct. TEE 

The obſcurity in which he left me made me go 


into her apartment with great impatience. I im- 


mediately found that ſhe was herſelf much ſatisfied 


Fith his viſit and diſcourſe. There appeared on 
> G 2 her 
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her an air of joy, which produced almoſt as grear 
an effect towards the recovering of her ltrength, 45 


what ſhe had obtained from ſeeing again her huf. 


band. She did not wait to hear the fatisfaGion T 
ſhould have ſhewn at this alteration. Her firſt words 
were made up of acknowledgments for my pains, 
to which ſhe aſcribed the happy change in her for- 
tune; and I ſaw how eaſy it was to flatter a tender 
heart by the returns of the moſt ordinary hopes. 
I took care not to undeceive her. But taking oc- 


caſion to handle every thing that might confirm the 


apinion Tenermill had given me of this change, 
I began anew to promiſe myſelf, that the frenzy 
of Patrick would be extinguiſhed as eaſily as it had 
been kindled, or at leaſt would ſooner or later give 
way to the re- united efforts of all his family. It 
would not coſt me much trouble to bring back Roſe, 
and the aſſiſtance of the Count de 8 was no leſs 
certain. Ungrateful, fickle brother you are to us, 
I was ready to exclaim; we will in ſpite of you re- 
ſtore you both to virtue, for which you are better 
tormed than you thiak yourſelf, and to love, which 
has more happineſs in ſtore for you than you dare 
expect. | 

It remained, nevertheleſs, for me to diſcover, what 
had brought about ſo happy a change in the no- 
tions of Tenermill. I mentioned nothing of it be- 


fore my ſiſter-in-law ; it was not ſeaſonable to ob- 


ſerve to her, that the cauſe of her joy had filled me 
with ſome ſurprize. But having met the Count de 


8— . whom I thought from henceforth more wor- 


thy of my confidence than my brothers, I made no 
difficulty of talking to him with an openneſs, which 


the circumſtances of affairs had not permitted me 


to do ſince my return. He knew as little as I did 
of the ſentiments of Tenermill, but thinking it ia- 
cumbent on him to anſwer my friend{hip by an e- 
qual ſincerity, he confeſſed, that what he had jul 
heard gave him room to believe the reconciliati- 
on of Patrick leſs ſincere, and conſequently at a 


greater diſtance than ever. After he had left the 
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garden, he returned to the apartment of Made- 
moiſelle de L——, and abandoning himſelf to all the 
tranſports he had held back in my preſence, he 
ſwore; that not only his death fhonld be the infallible 
conſequence of hers, but that if ſhe could place con- 


fidence enough. in his atfection to wiſh to live in 


favour of a lover ſo tender and faithful, he would 
not breathe but to be hers, by breaking through all 
obſtacles that could ſtand in his way. He ſpoke of 
his divorce, as of a reſolution firm and immove» 
able as his love, and of his wife, as of a fatal 
burthen, from which he would deliver himſelf at all 
ſorts of hazard. All the virtue my ſiſter had aſ- 
cribed to Mademoiſelle de L—— was not proof a- 
gainſt theſe proteſtations z and the accident, that had 
put her life in danger, began to diſſipate itſelf fo 
happily, that it was eaſy to perceive the had no o- 
ther malady than a deſpair for her. love, and had 
need of no other remedy than the careſſes of her 
lover. | 

Supported, as I juſt before had been, by hopes 
from the aſſiſtance of Tenermill, 1 was alarmed ſo 
little at the Count's relation, that, in the confidence 
with which my heart was filled, I began to take on 
me the defence of the weak Patrick. I apprehend, 
ſaid I to the Count, that at the fight of want 52 
loved, and trembling at the danger | repreſented to 
him myſelf with too few precautions, he might have 
been deficient in point of moderation. Love is an un- 


happy paſſion, with which you have all ſhewn me that 


you have been acquainted in its full extent. But 
tar from taking up ſuch a croſs opinion of what 
may happen, I rejoice, added l, that the change 


in the diſorder of Mademoiſelle de L — gives us 


better hopes of her recovery; which when ever 
it happens, ſhe cannot but be immediately ſenſible, 


that decency will oblige her to return to Paris; 


and we cannot want the means of reminding her 
of it, ſhould ſhe ſeem to forget it, Patrick, then 


given up to our advice and inſtances, will maks but 
litle reliſtance, when he is ſeparated from her, 8nd 
Ce: - G 3 fees 


him into violent reſolutions. 
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ſees all his family re-united to oppoſe him. The 
queſtion only is to flatter him with addreſs, and 
to avoid for ſome days every thing that may hurry 
The Count approved 
my thoughts, but ſeemed to doubt of the ſucceſs 1 
promiſed myſelf from them. 

I haſtened to communicate theſe conſiderations to 
Roſe, and having brought her into my deſigns, I 
requeſted, that during the term neceſſary for Made. 
moiſelle de L— to recover her health, ſhe ſhould 
take care never to let her brother have the liber- 
ty of being alone with her. Whatever opinion [ 
was willing to entertain of their virtue, I could 
ſcarce perſuade myſeif, that with ſo much love, and 
the opportunity of ſeeing each other without diffi. 
culty, they ſhould conſtantly remember within what 
bounds they were obliged to contain themſelves, and 
I thought that the greateſt of their diſaſters would 
then be to forget one another. | 

The conduct I propoſed to obſerve was, to ſhut 
myſelf up in my chamber, and to live there with 
little correſpondence trom abroad, waiting till the 
clouds carne to diſperſe, and the darkneſs clear up. 
The phyfician, who ſoon perceived the advantageous 
change in both his patients, altered his tory upon 


the Tuojet of his firſt fears, and ſpoke to me no 


more of them but in a tone proper abſolutely to 
remove ali mine. But there was one apprehenſion re- 
maining that might poſſibly revive all my fears. 
The comfort of my ſiſter in-law ſeeming to reſt 
entirely on the complaiſance of her huſband, I ap- 
prehended, that ſhe would not ſuddenly reliſh the pri- 
vation of fo powerful a remedy. I could not hope 
for that in a conjecture, wherein the molt hap- 
pineſs 1 had to expect for her was to diſſe mble the 
new outrages committed againſt by her ingrate. But 
Tenermill, to whom I opened my alarms, by affecting 
to confult him, as if I had thought him abſolutely 
in the intereſts of my ſiſter-in-law, undertook volun- 
tarily co ſupply by iis pains the duties of his bro- 
ther, and even to colour his abſence under ſome pre- 

b | tence, 


tence, 
ol love 
foundat 
thought 
ſecond 
Two 
that dic 
trick ſc 
demoiſe 
he him! 
der my 
his wife 
tereſts . 
hands 
lamenti 
ſelf to 
releaſed 
it help 
ſion fre 
weak b 
duct. 
of, ther 
ſure of 
them, { 
nour r. 
careſſes 
without 
that th 
ſaid m 
intentic 
two te 
pleaſuri 
inquirir 
tending 
matual 
charme 
plicity | 
I ha 
might 
and 1 
conditii 


The Dean of COLERAINE. 453 


tence, that would carry no ſuſpicion of his want 
of love. Experience only muſt teach me what 
foundation I might lay upon this promiſe, and I 
thought moreover @ neglect nothing on my fide to 
ſecond his zeall. 

Two days paſſed over, in which I found nothing 
that did not ſquare with my hopes. It is true, Pa- 
trick ſcarce ſeparated himielf a moment from Ma- 


demoiſelle de L-=, and abuſing the liberty, in which 


he himſelf perhaps was ſurprized to find himſelf, un- 
der my eyes, and in ſome fort under the eyes of 
his wife, he ſeemed to forget that he had other in- 
tereſts than thoſe of his love, or other cares on his 
hands than to conſole and ſerve his miſtreſs. In 
lamenting this exceſs of blindneſs, I quickened my- 
ſelf to patience, by the hopes of being forthwith 
releaſed from a ſcene ſo odious, and even to make 
it help in forwarding my deſign, by taking occa- 
fon from a ſtraying of this nature to make my 
weak brother ſenſible of all the ſhame of his con- 
duct. Roſe, who was faithful in not loſing fight 
of.them, and the Count de S——, whom the plea- 


ſure of being with her made no leſs aſſiduous about 


them, conſtantly aſſured me, that prudence and ho- 
nour regulated all their diſcourſe, and even their 
careſſes and familiarity. Charmed to ſee themſelves 
without reſtraint, and able to repeat every moment, 
that they would live for one another, it ſeemed, 
ſaid my fiſter, that they had no further aim or 
intention in their defires, She compared them to 
two tender and innocent children, who found a 
pleaſure and ſweetneſs in ſeeing one another, without 
inquiring why they were pleaſed, and without pre- 
tending to any thing more than the ſatisfaction of a 
mutual love. You yourſelf, ſaid the, you would be 
charmed to ſee ſo much love mixed with ſo great ſim- 
plicity and innocence. | 2 

I had no difficulty in fancying how this ſight 
might appear ſo pleaſurable in the eyes of Roſe, 
and I ſhould have been more alar at it, if the 
condition of Mademoiſelle de L—— had not been 
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apt to remove my fears. All my apprehenſions then 
turned on the fide of my ſiſter-in-law, on whon 
I foreſaw it would be difficult to impoſe long. What 


pPretence could there be to excuſe the abſence of her 


huſband under ſuch circumſtances, wherein nothin 
could diſpenſe with from being about her? And if 
he was not capable of ſeeing her, at leaſt from a prin. 
ciple of complaiſance, what means could there be to 
ſupport her in the notions of a reconciliation with 
which we had inſpired her? This reflection raiſed 
in me ſo much timorouſueſs and embarraſſment, that 
I ſcarce had the courage to appear in her apart- 
ment; and knowing that Tenermill continued to viſit 
her aſſiduouſly, I began to repoſe on him the con- 
ciliation of ſo great intereſts. I affected even to keep 
my chamber for ſome days, under the pretence of a 
flight indiſpoſition, and I confined myſelf to an in- 
quiry only into what paſſed about me. | 

At length even reſt and repoſe, in which they 
ſeemed to be lulled on evgry fide, became as much 
ſuſpected by me as the trw8ubles of which J appre- 
hended the effects. Whilſt my tenderneſs and zeal 
held me under a mortal, iuquietude, I faw myſelf 
neglected, and neither my fiſter-in-law, who had 
ſo much intereſt in preſerving my affections, nor 
Tenermill, who could not be ignorant of my indiſ- 
poſition, expreſſed by any mark of attention that 
they took the leaſt ſhare about my diſorder. Rot? 
and the Count were the only perſons, from whom 
I received a viſit; but in apprizing me, that they did 
not remark any change in the conduct of Patrick, 
nor much more in the fituation of Mademoiſelle 
de L to, permit her to return to Paris; they 
confeſſed that they had been ill informed of the cir- 
cumſtances of my ſiſter- in- law's condition. Tenermill, 
whoſe diſpoſitions they themſelves acknowledged were 
much changed, had deſired them to confine their cares 
to Patrick and his miſtreſs; and told them, he had 
reſerved to himſelf the conduct of healing the dil- 


quiet, and minding the health of my ſiſter in-law. 
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his addreſs ſurpaſſed mine, he had found out the 
effetual method of calming her mind, or at leaſt 
moderating thoſe troubles that had impaired her 
health. e was almoſt without intermiffion about 
her; and during the interval of his vilits, the called 
for nobody but her brother, with whom the had often 
jery long converſations, | 

Although the bias of my heart induced me always 
to judge favourably of appearances, yet I now took 
upon me to penetrate in tome fort into this obſcuri- 
ty, to find in it, or to ſpread over it ſome ligh“. 
Tenermill, to whom I immediately addreſſed myſelf, 
ſeemed to receive my viſit with ſome embarraſſ- 
ment. He made excuſes for having paſſed an entire 
week without: ſeeing me; and ealting his neglect 
upon the continual aſſiduity he thought himſelf ob- 
iged to have about my lady, he proceeded all 
at once to relate to me the ſucceſs of his pains, 


He told me, that the averſion of Patrick was a 


caprice he could not comprehend; and ſome days of 
zequaintance having diſcovgred to him all the merit 
of our unfortunate ſiſter in law, he had found ſuch 
irong reaſons to efteem her, that he would at all 
ſorts of hazards procure her a more happy lot. He 
had began by diſſipating a little the trouble of her 
imagination, in remarking from what prepoſſeſſion 
it proceeded, and what zeal he would: hereafter 
have for her ſervice. She had been. ſo ſenſible to 
the joy of ſeeing him enter into her intereits, that 
he eaſily difpoſed her to reliſh the pretences with 
which he had coloured the abſence of her huſband ; 
and from that time to this had conticued her in 
the Game calm, by aſſuring ber that he ſhould em- 


ploy himſelf in nothing but to procure her hap- 
pineſs, which he durit anſwer he would eſtabliſh. 


alter a manner not to be ſhaken, In efte&,. conti- 
nued he, fill with an air more embarraſſed, I can 
offer her an infallible: way to this; and if HE am tar» 
dy in propoſing it to her, it is to give ber time 
tv recover by degrees from her tedious troubies. 
leſſibly ſhe may not 8 this method yet; bur 
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ſooner or later ſhe will acknowledge, that in her 

fituation ſhe can hope for nothing more advanta. 

geous. 

This diſcourſe ſurprized me greatly. How can 
you doubt, faid I haſtily, but ſhe will greedily em. 
brace every thing that may ſecure her an end of he 
troubles? If any thing be capable of ſtaying you, 
it muſt ariſe on the part of your brother, whoſe re. 
fiſtance IJ apprehend more than ever. On the con. 
trary, replied Tenermill bluſhing, Patrick approve; 
my views, and my perplexity is only to make my 
lady reliſh them. You will ſecond us without doubt, 
added he, in an enterprize that equally imports the 
honour and repoſe of our family. His bluſhes, that 
ſeemed to me to increaſe, and the difficulty he ſhew. 
ed in diſcovering himſelf making me ponder in- 
wardly, to find out the meaning of a diſcourſe ſo 
myſterious, he drew me out of this diſtractien, by 
iatreating me with more ſubmiſſion and condeſcenſion 
than he ever before had ſhewn for me, to continue 
ſome days yet without ſeeing my ſiſter · in- law. Every 

thing, ſaid he, that you can think to propoſe to her, 
can only tend to render her eaſy ; ſhe is already ſo 
by my care. Your diſorder is a pretence that may 
yet continue, and which I will improve with her to 
Help you to an excuſe, 

He left me repeating his requeſt with many in- 
treaties ; and although this eagerneſs could not but 
augment my doubts, the confidence I had at leaſt 
in his honour drew from me a promiſe, which 
was intended in conjunction with his, to produce 
ſuch happy effects. Meditating upon our di. 
courſe, what I could imagine meſt likely was, that 
Patrick, in order to ſubmit to his duty, was to wait 
till Mademoiſelle de L— was reftored to her health, 
and had quitted our houſe. But if I ſhould explain 
by this the difficulties that Tenermill apprehended on 
the ſide of my ſiſter-in-law, how could I imagine that 
from thence he had fo little to fear on the part of 
Patrick, when I ſaw him more than ever infatuated 
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all the care he took about her was, to inform himſelf 
whether the appeared to be in a way of recovery? 

In the mean time her diſorder, and that of Mademoi - 
ſelle de L—, not being ſo very preſſing as to give us the 
ſame alarms, the Count de S--—, whoſe pathon had 
never cooled amidſt ſo many ſtorms, propoſed to me 
to conclude his marriage with my filter. She came 
into my chamber a tew minutes after him, and 
though her coming appeared to be accidental, yet L 
eaſily perceived that this viſit was made by coutents 
Never had love a right to declare itſelf with more 
openneſs, It was conducted by honour and mode- 
ration; and not having had either diſorder or weak- 
neſs to reproach itſelf with, it had nothing to wait 
for but juſt praiſe. So 1 did not make them atk 
twice tor my conſent. Come, ſaid I, to Roſe, embra- 
cing her, and it you know any thing that can aug- 
ment your happineſs, do you make it mine, by et- 
ting me know, that it is from me you may receive it. 
She anſwered me modeſtly, that ſhe had no otner will 
than that of the Count, and that ſhe thould be ſatiſ- 
fied, when he had nothing to wiſh tor. He was of 
opinion himſelt, that in the midſt of inquietudes that 
yet troubled our repoſe, he ought not to think of 
any glaring folemnities. What he requeſted of me 
might be executed without noiſe, and without going 
out of my own doors. I left to him the care ot taoſe 
forms that depended on the eccletialtical authority, 
and his credit procured them to be ſhortened. In 
fine, the happy Roſe received into her arms one of 
the molt anuable men in the world, as the price of 
her love and virtue. | 

The Count having his houſe at Paris, I was a lit- 
tle out of countenance in reſiſting the haſte aud 
eagerneſs he ſhewed to go there with his fpoutc, that 
he might ſubmit to her the ſame empire over all bis 
ſubſtance, that ſhe long had been in poſſeſſion of over 
his heart. He was fo ſtraightiy lodged at Saiſons. 
that it was a ſtrong reaſon for me to conſent to his 
departure. Bu: I foreſaw, that his preteace woutd 
ene day be neceſſary to 8 nn 
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I began to fear, that ſuch a time was not far off. All 
the precautions of Tenermill had not prevented my 
ſiſter-in-law from diſcovering that her rival was at 
Saiſons, She went down into the garden without any 
other company than her chamber-maid, and by 
chance Patrick was there alſo talking a walk alone, 
Fear, rather than ſhame, obliged my poor weak bro. 
ther to take to his heels; and love or reſentment 
made his wife purſue him upon the track. He 
fled into the apartment of Mademoiſelle de L—, 
which was the firſt he found on his way; and although 
my lady was too much provoked at his flight to at- 
tempt to overtake him, whether he would or not, 
the nevertheleſs curioufly enough obſerved from with- 
out the place he entered to find that it was a woman 
lodged in it. She diſſembled her ſuſpicions, but they 
were verified the ſame day by the confeflion of 
Tenermill, who had not power to defend himſelf 
'againſt her inſtances; or perhaps flattering himſelf, 
that from this acknowledgment he might draw 
ſome advantage to his own views. 
I was at firſt ignorant of this incident; but the 
tears and - diſorders of my fifter-in-law gaining 
firength, made me ſuſpect that ſomething extraordi- 
nary had happened. As there had been no thoughts 
of;concealing from her the marriage of Roſe, I took 
occaſion from this ceremony to ſee her. Tener- 
mill, with all the addreſs he employed to avert the 
overtures that he feared would be between us in 
this vifit, could not ſuppreſs, either in the mouth 
of my lady, or mine, any one of thoſe unmean- 
ing expreſſions which daily/eſcaped from the viva- 
[city of His thonghts. She underſtood then enough 
from me to judge, that it was not without ſome rea- 
ſon that I was prevented from feeing her; and 1 
_ apprehended alſo from thoſe complaints; that ihe 
bad not power to ſmother, as much as from a ſad - 
"neſs in her countenance, that there had happened 
her ſome new ſubje& of melaneholy, which the in 
vam labonred to diſguiſe. Tenermill, from whom 1 
had demanded other explanations, told me of the ad- 
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renture of the garden, but without adding to it any 
overture of his deſigns; and, by the fame reaſons 
he uſed for engaging me to obſerve certain eau- 
tions in my viſit, he perſwaded me that it was not 
ſeaſonable to open himſelſ further to me. The cere- 
mony of my ſiſter's marriage was concluded, and the 


condition of my lady diſpenſed with her from being 


preſent at it; inſomuch, that, as well on the part of 
Patrick, who affected more than ever to ſhun coming 
near me, as on the part of Tenermill, who ſeemed 
wholly taken up with ſome extraordinary project, and 
even of that of my ſiſter-in-law, whoſe troubles were 
vilibly increaſed, I had room to apprehend ſome new 
revolution, which would make me with tor the aid 
or advice of ſuch a friend as the Count. 

His wife, to whom I mult no longer give any other 
name than that of ſpouſe of a hufband ſo valuable, 
took part with thoſe inſtances by which I laboured to 
ſlop this new diſorder ; and both her huſbard and ſhe 
ſubmitting themſelves to the force of my reaſons, 
ſhe joined to them one, which the reproached herſelf 
with not having revealed to me ſooner, In the 
private interviews that Tenermill had held with 
Patrick, they had not always uſed precautions enough 
ſo as not to be overheard. Curioſity having ſome- 
times made the Counteſs lend an ear to their diſ- 
courſe, the heard from their own mouths, that, far 
from having abandoned their late proje of divorce, 


Patrick coveted nothing in the world with ſo much 


impatience, as he had-a great deſire alſo to ſee Made- 
moiſelle de L— well enough recovered toenable her to 


leave Saiſons, under the hopes of terminating more eaſi- 


ly that unhappy enter prize. But I had already obſerv- 
ed, from other teſtimonies beſides that of iny ſiſter, that 
Tenermill, notwithRanding the compaſſion and zeal 
he ſeemed to affect for ſome time paſt, and that he 
had teſtified to me himſelf for my lady, had en- 
tered with more ardour than ever into the reſolutions 
of his brother, and in concert with him had been 
ſeeking the moſt proper means to aſſure them of 


ſaccels. This was all my filter had learned, and 
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ſhe confeſſed to me, with ſhame, that the fear of 
chagrining Patrick had hindered her from giving me 
earlier notice of it. | 

I thalil not give the name of Chriſtian charity to 
thoſe impulſes with which J felt myſelf fired at hear. 
ing this account. Horror for the impoſture and trea. 
chery had need of no other motive than natural pro. 
bity, and I did not raiſe my zeal beyond that. Theſe 
ſhifts and ſtratagems had put me out of my bias. I 
went in queſt of 'Tenermill immediately, and accoſting 
him without any precautions; Have you turned your 
back then, faid I, to all remains of humanity and 
honour? falſehood and perfidy are not crimes black 
enough to inſpire you with horror, or to raiſe in 
you remorſe. You in vain expect to impoſe on me, 
added I, ſeeing ſome appearances of trouble on his 
countenance, 1 know all, I have been appriſed of 
every thing; my wretched ſiſter-in law thall this 
moment be acquainted with your treachery. Thus, 
added I with the ſame warmth, it was not ſufficient 


for you to have ſided againſt her before you ſaw her, 


and to have perſecuted her without knowing her, 
but you now daily abuſe her confidence, the more 
effectually to make ſure her ruin; and it is under the 
ſhadow of friendſhip, that you cruelly thirſt to glut 
your hatred. I caſt on him a look of indignation, and 
would have left him, my deſign being really to go 
into my fiſter-in-law's apartment, and inform her 
who it was ſhe ought to miſtruſt. He Ropped me 
with an eager haſte His eyes, though agitated by 
extraordinary motions, yet diſcovered nothing to me 
that had the appearance of indignation or paſſion. 
The very tone of his voice was not fo ſtrong, as 
the reſeatment of my accuſations might render it in 
a character ſuch as his. He preſſed me to hear him. 
I judge by your reproaches, faid he, that you are 
badly informed of my deſigns, and that you have yet 
leſs acquaintance with my thoughts. Do not pre- 


— 
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eipitate any thing; and let us take ſome time to ex- 
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This moderation, ſo little expected, having diſ- 
poſed me ro hearken to him, he took me by the hand, 
as it he had been apprehenſive that I had yet thought 
of nothing but quitting him to repair to my ſiſter- 
in-law. I never had any hatred for my lady, ſaid he, 
with an air ſo mild, that in another I ſhould have 
taken it for timorouſneſs, and what you call my per- 
ſecutions have never been other than a deſire to do 
ſervice to my brother. I lament that he is fo little 
ſenſible of the juſt value of the treaſure he poſſeſſes. 
He flights a happineſs that a thouſand others would 
purchaſe with all their blood, I do not ſpeak to him 
in any other language, and you may kaow it from 
himſelf, when he ſhall be diſpoſed to open himſelf to 
you. As to my lady, I have laboured to conſole her 
by the hopes of a better fate. I have made her pro- 
miſes that are ſincere, and which have had the pow- 
er of calming her imaginations. There is nothing 


but the adventure of the garden that has confounded 


my undertaking, She thought my brother was at 
Paris; I have had occaſion to uſe a thouſand efforts 
to juſtify him, or, if you would rather chuſe it, to de- 
ceive her. For with the few aſſurances I have given 
her of being ſome time or other able to reclaim her 
huſband, you may well imagine, that it is only the 
force of holding her in errors that can reſtore to her 
repoſe. Nevertheleſs, I flatter myſelf, that even thEſe 
illuſions will turn to her advantage; and you will 
not give the name of Perfidy to my conduct, when 
you will find it happily juſtified. by the ſucceſs. 

In ſo looſe an explanation I faw nothing but a new 
artifice to conceal what he had a mind to hinder me 
from diving into; and ſuſpecting every thing he ſaid, 
even to the tone of his voice with which he had pro- 


nounced it, I did not heſitate a moment in giving him - 


an anſwer. Is it true, ſaid I, that notwithſtanding 
all the art you have uſed in wrapping up your ex- 
preſſions and deſigns, you have again joined with 
Patrick in the reſolution of annulling his marriage ? 
This is the point upon which I demand a preciſe and 


categorical anſwer. All that is different from it is 
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an intrigue, into which I do not defire to enter, and 
which does not regard me, but as it relates to the 
end that I would have cleared up to me. This queſ- 
tion made him ſpeechleſs for ſome moments. At 
length, ſeeming to rouze himſelf out of his perplexity, 
he ſwore in the moſt forcible terms of religion and 
honour, that ke had no thoughts but of making my 
lady and Patrick happy in an honourable and ſatiſ. 
factory marriage, which ſhould re-eſtabliſh the re. 
poſe of our family. I was the bubble of this cqui- 
vocal anſwer. He perceived, that the opinion I yet 
had of his probity had diſpoſed me to embrace the 
error, in which he was deſirous to engage me; and 
haſtening to draw ſome other advantage from it; If 
you can, faid he, truſt our true intereſt to my con- 
duct, leave my zeal for ſome time to its own flu. 
ence, and moderate a little the motions of yours. The 
retirement you have lived in for ſome days paſt has 
already forwarded the progreſs of my views, and 
you can deſire no better proof of it than the tran- 

quillity in which I have maintained my lady's mind. 
diſpenſe with yourſelf from ſeeing her until the de- 
parture of Mademoiſelle de L I promiſe to 
diſcover to you at that time the true intereſt of our 
family: or, if you think that decency will not allow 
you to remain here withont having ſome intercourſe 
with her, promiſe me, that you yourſelf will ſpeak to 
her of my enterprize in a manner that' may ſerve to 
augment her confidence and forward her repoſe. For 
once build upon my word, added he, with a ſoft air, 
and do not doubt, but that honour and virtue are as 
dear to me as to you. 

The proof he drew from the real ſacceſs of his pains, 
joined to the idea I in truth had of his natural prin- 
ciples, made me ſmother a thouſand objections, which 
yet ſprung up in my mind. Without giving myſelf up 
entirely to thoſe hopes, of which he did not diſcover to 
me the foundation, choſe rather to riſque ſomething 
upon his word, than to infilt upon ſuſpicions, that J 
could not maintain without believing him the moſt 
profligate man in the world. I even — 
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ſelf in his favour, that the Counteſs, his ſiſter, had 
not well conceived the diſcourſe the reported to me, 
and that I had taken the alarm upon too light 
rounds, In fine, having but little apprehenſion, 
that be could proceed to certain extremities without 
my participation, I determined to leave him all the 
7 liberty he deſired, and for once, as he ſaid, to place 
ſome confidence in his conduct. In declaring to him 
this reſolution, I added to my words all the teſti- 
monies of eſteem, that might further engage him to 1} 
obſerve his promiſes, content enough to find him in- 3: 
1 


clined to afford me his friendſhip, and to reckon upon 1 
mine as ſomething, He appeared ſo well ſatisfied 0 
with my complaiſance, that I ſeriouſly began to have | 
a good opinion of his intentions. YN 
I am ignorant indeed by what addreſs he ſucceed- 1 
ed in curing the new alarms of my ſiſter · in· aw; but, i [ 
as if he had drawn more ſtrength than ever from my 1 
conſenting to his projects without knowing them, he | 
lulled her into a ſituation that gave me as much 
amazement as joy. Not being able to diſpenſe with 
myſelf from viſiting her, I found in her that air of 
ſatisfaction, which diſcovers happineſs, or the cer - 1 
tainty of obtaining it. She ſpoke to me of the ſer- | 
vices of Tenermill in tranſports of gratitude, and, al- 
though ſhe was not ignorant that Mademoiſelle de. 
was yet lodged in the ſame houſe, the ſhewed no un- 
ealineſs but at the duration of her diſtemper, the 
end of which ſhe expected as a beginning to her own _— 
happineſs. This language was ſo abſcure to me, 
that from the fear of producing ſome diſorder to | 
her views, which I could not penetrate, I thought | 
I could not confine mylelt to congratulations loaſe | 
enough, which ſeemed, nevertheleſs, to confirm her in 
all her notions. If there eſcaped from her any com- | 
plaints for the abſence of her huſband, they were 
uttered with a ſentiment of compaſhon, which did | 
not appear to be mixed with any bitterneſs, and 1 
even ſaw her ſoftened and melted down at the idea 
lhe formed of his ſituation. All theſe circumſtances 
Lot having any thing in them abſolutely contra- 
dictory 
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dictory to the promiſes of Tenermill, I waited for an 
eclaireiſſment of them with extreme impatience. He 
was with me in all my viſits, and the embarraſſment 
I daily expected to be expoſed to, not permitting me 
to make them long or frequent, obliged me of myſelf 
to diminiſh much of his. ; 

Five days had already paſſed without any charge 
that might give me more light, and I admired with 
what patience every one contained themſelves within 
the bounds preſcribed them. Oa the part of Made. 
moiſelle de L and Patrick, there was ſuch a 
total forgetfulneſs of every thing that paſſed about 
them, that I had ſometimes a difficulty to find it pro- 
dable. Whilſt they appeared to be ſo taken up with 
one another, that their curioſity ſcarce extended with · 
out their ſolitude, I could not be perſuaded but they 
were often diſturbed from a fear of my fiſter · in - law. 
If 1 muſt have aſcribed their ſecurity to the intrigues 
of Tenermill, this was another ſubject of aſtoniſhment, 
which yet cauſed me a greater admiration. The 
Count and his ſpouſe, to whom I without ceaſing re- 
commended not to quit them one moment, gave me 
the ſame account of their diſpoſitions and amuſements. 
It was conſtantly the fame innocence, and the ſame 
tranquillity. Mademoiſelle de L—— was rid of her 
fever, but yet continued weak, and the phyſician was 
of opinion ſhe could not quit her bed without dan- 
ger. Patrick having paſſed the whole day with her, 
retired in the evening with much precaution, to 
avoid being perceived by his ſponſe or me; as if he 
had been apprehenſive of ſome danger in meeting us. 
He inquired after our healths ; but, as if he were in- 
different what we thought of him or his conduct, he 
never had brought himſelf to the paſs of aſking, if 
we had been curious to know why he avoided us. 
Our houſe was not ſq grand as to conceal him al- 
ways . from my ſight, if f had purſued the inclination 
T often had of ſurprizing him in his paſſage; but 
feeing nothing on every fide but tranquillicy, and 
accuſtoming myſelf more and more to build really 
on the promiſes of Tenermill, I waited in my my 
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tude only till the time which he had appointed me 
vas come. : Th 
It was haſtened by an event that I was far from 
expecting, and of which mere chance threw the firſt 
intelligence in my way. One day, as LI went down 
alone to the gate, I ſaw a man drive up towards me 
in a hackney-coach, whoſe face I thought I remem- 
bered. I was examining his countenance, when he, 
knowing me more eaſily by my odd figure, came up 
and ſaluted me by my name, and the Iriſh language, 
in which he addreſſed me, made me preſently recol- 
ect that he was Fincer. The joy I ſhould have felt 
at ſeeing him in any other place was converted into 
fear and grief, when one moment of reflection upon 
the circumſtances of our domeſtick affairs, made me 
think, that I could not introduce him into our houſe 
without imprudence. What pretence, nevertheleſs, 
could I find, in fending him away; and, on the 
other hand, what hope had I of concealing from him 
any time the diſorder of my family, and eſpecially 
with the reaſons I had of ſuſpeQing that this per- 
haps was the only cauſe of his journey ? It came pre» 
ſently into my mind, that Dilnick had, without 
doubt, informed him of the reſolution his daughter 
had taken of following her huſband into France, 
and that not hoping for a more lucky opportunity 
of ſeeing her again without danger, he had leſt Den- 
mark with this view. I thus pleaſed myſelf in giving 
the moſt favourable turn to his journey; for it would 
have been too diſmal to ſuppoſe him fully inſtructed 
in every thing that I feared 1 could not conceal from 
him long enough. | | 
His mn compliments would have removed my 
fears by the air of openneſs and friendſhip that 
accompanied them, if the other embarraſſment had 
not remained on my mind entire. In the mean time, 
whillt he was aſking me news of his daughter, and 
that the manner in which I anſwered him gave me 
liberty enough to conſider upon the cares with which 
I was filled, I took the only choice I had to make 
in ſo preſſing an extremity. I do not know, ſaid I, 
| | who 
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who could have directed you to a houſe, in which 
I have not the liberty to receive you. You lhall 
ſee your daughter at Paris, the diſtance is ſo ſhort to 
it, that, far from making any ſtay here, I am of 
opinion, it would be the beſt way to take the road to 
town this very moment ; and offering him my hand, 
to ſhew him into his coach, I went in after him, giv. 
ing orders to the coachman to drive to the Count's 
houſe. | 

I could not, by theſe means, deliver myſelf from 
one embarraſſment, without, at the ſame time, run- 
ning the hazard of an infinite number of others; but 
T thought I had avoided the moſt dangerous. The 
fear I was under of giving the leaſt ſuſpicion to Fin- 
cer of what we had left behind us, made me often 
preſs the coachman to drive on faſter; and ſeeking 
to divert from us all thoſe notions I dreaded, I took 
an opportunity ſrom the Count, whoſe bouſe I had 
named, to ſpeak of the late marriage of my filter, 
The merit and riches of her huſband, the honours 
and advantages that my family would draw from 
this alliance, the difficulties and delays we met 
with to ſurmount; in fine, every thing that might 
avert. the diſcoveries I feared was brought upon the 
age with an affection of eagerneſs, that hindered 
the converſation trom flagging. Fincer entered 10 
naturally into my views, that his readineſs ſurpriſed 
me. He reckoned upon the hopes of ſeeing his 
daughter at Paris; and if he aſked me any light 
queſtions, they were not ſufficient to raiſe in me any 
embarraſſment. | . 

In the mean time, my inquietude increaſed in pro- 
portion as we came near the Count's houſe, and no- 
thing preſenting itſelt to my mind to alleviate them, 
I arrived at the gate, under as much confuſion as 
when J left Saiſons. The ſight of the porter, who 
came to receive us, augmented my trouble. I was 


not ſure he knew me; luckily he was acquainted 
with, my face, aithough he had never ſeen me but 
once before; and the eagerneſs he ſhewed in receiving 
my orders, made me think him diſpoſed to execute 
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them. Nothing, nevertheleſs, more ſeaſonable came 
into my mind, than to atk him whether his matter 
were at home ; and having anſwered me that he was 
ian the country, I did not leave him time to tell 
me, that he was ſurprized at my queſtion, Let us 
alght, ſaid I to Fincer, they will be here this even- 
ing, and we cannot do better than wait for them. 
The porter imagined that his maſter would return the 
ſame day from Saiſons with all his family. We were 
no ſooner got out of the coach, than the racket I 
heard through all the houſe made me judge, that 
they were ſetting the apartments in order under that 
ſuppoſition. 

Chance had, luckily enough, ſtood by me till now; 
but every moment of the time to come, into which 
I was about entering, was not leſs obſcure than the 
paſt, I ſaw nothing by which I might regulate my 
reſolutions. I ſcarce durſt aſk Fincer the leaſt 
queſtion, from a fear of falling, whether I would 
or not, upon the circumſtances or [motives of his 
journey. I continued to amuſe him by all the ſhifts 
and ſubterfuges that my wit was capable of invent- 
ing. I made him admire every thing in the 
Count's apartments; and being mortally diſturbed at 
the bottom of my ſoul, I tortured myſelf at the 
ſame time to find out what choice I might reaſon- 
ably take. I was many times upon the point of 
begging leave to retire a moment; my thoughts 
were to write to my brothers, and to impart to 
them an embarraſſment, which, at leaſt, they ought 
to ſhare with me. I ſhould have propoſed to/them to 
come both to Paris, and, by their cares and ſub- 
miſſions, to prepoſſeſs the mind of a man to whom 
they owed this reſpect. I ſhould have added, that 
it was as much for our honour as intereſt fo to pre- 
pare my ſiſter-in-law, that ſhe might not diſcover 
to her father the juſt ſubje&s the had for complaint, 
and that they ought with ſo much the more pains, 
to bury 6ur diviſions, as Tenermill had given me 
room to hope, that it ſhould not be long before they 
nere ended, In fine, I ſhould have obſerved to them 
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every thing that Heaven and the love of peace 
could have inſpired me with, and not thinking them 

. Jeſs ſenſible than myſelf to the honour of our tamily, 
1 ſhould have left them the liberty to aid my views 


with what their prudence and that of the Count | 


ſhould judge moſt ſuitable to the. preſent cir. 
cumſtances. But another notion fixed, at once, all 
my irreſolutions. Fincer having ſpoken to me of the 
place where he lodged at Paris, I chid him for 
chuſing any other reſidence than the houſe of Te. 
nermill, or that of the Count; and obſerving to him, 
that the houſe we then were in did not want room 
to lodge him commodiouſ]ly, I preſſed him inſtantly 
to ſuffer his luggage to be brought there. He yield- 
ed at length to my inſtances, having a long time held 
out; and, (which ſtarted in me the moſt lucky pro- 
ject 1 could pitch on,) he would not truſt any body 
but himſelf with the care of removing them. I did 
not conlider at all whether politeneſs obliged me to 
wait on him. I ordered ſome of the Count's domeſ- 
tics to attend him, and reſolved to take advantage of 
his abſence to go in all haſte to Saiſons. 

A light chaiſe, and two of the Count's beſt horſes 
that were ready in a moment, made me hope I 
ſhould diſpatch this trip in as ſhort a time as 
Fincer could have occaſion to employ on his af. 
fairs. While I was on the road, I took up my time 
in conſidering whether 1 ought to look on his arrival 
as an evil ſo dreadful as I had fancied in my firſt 
ſurprize : But not knowing his motives, it was im- 
poſſible to form any judgment that could be fatiſ- 
factory. Even his filence left me another ſubject 
of diſquiet ; for notwithſtanding all the efforts I 
had made to ſtave off his explanations, it ſeemed to 
me, that his ardour in inquiring atter them from me 
might have prevailed over my precautions. Was it 
natural for a father, who had expreſſed ſo many 


fears for the fate of his daughter, to be thus eaſy 


and undiſturbed at the very time he was about 
ſeeing her; and would his curioſity be fo ſerved, if 


he had not had ſtrong reaſons for — it? 
| ar- 
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J arrived at Saiſons full of thoſe thoughts, and the 
firſt thing I did was to give Tenermill notice that I 
wanted immediately to ſpeak to him. 

He was in the apartment of my ſiſter- in law, 
from whence, as I have already remarked, he was 
ſcarce ever abſent. Underſtanding I had come back 
in poſt-haſte, before he heard of my departure, the 
uncertainty of what I had to impart made him as he 
approached aſſume an air as diſquieted as he might 
have diſcovered mine, I had not one moment to 
loſe, and therefore ſpoke to him ſtanding. Do you 
know, ſaid I, that Fincer is at Paris, that he was 
here at Saiſons two hours ago, that I had Rood in 
need of the aſſiſtance of Heaven to remove him from 
hence, and that, in fine, having conducted him to 
the Counr's, houſe, I am as ignorant what is the 
cauſe of his journey into France, as what conduct I 
ought to obſerve towards him? I have ſtolen away 
luckily, added I, to conſult with you upon an inci- 
dent, that has reduced me'to the laſt embarraſſment : 
You conceive my fears; fee if among your projects, 
and in the myſterious conduct you have affected a long 
time paſt, any thing may be found to remedy all the 
evils I apprehend. Fincer inquires for you; he in- 
quires for his daughter, tor Patrick, for me; in one 
word, he will be here this evening, or we muſt be at 
Paris. 

I obſerved as I ſpoke, that TenermilPs counte- 
nance was diſturbed, and every word of my account 
augmented his contuſion. He continued mute ſome 
time; at length reaching me a chair, he ſat down by 
me, and conjured me to hear him without interrup- 
tion. 

It is no longer time, ſaid he, to conceal from you 


what you will ſoon know whether I will or not; but 


I would make a merit of my confidence in diſcover- 
ing to you my ſentiments, which it would be eaſier 
to diſguiſe from you than my conduct. After this 
introduction, he called Heaven to witneſs, that in the 
part he took againſt the marriage of Patrick, he 
never had any other view than the bappineſs 8 
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his brother, and the repoſe of our family. 


He was 
fearce known to the daughter of Fincer ; what reaſon 
then had he to hate her ? What I had informed him 


of her generoſity and love, on the contrary, had pre- 


_ poſſeſſed him in favour of her character. But he 


thought the intereſt of his brother ought in his mind 


to weigh down that of a ſtranger. He would not, 
added he, enter ſo deep into this detail, as much 
to juſtify the rigour of which he was guilty in 
regard to my lady, as to make me more readily 
comprehend the incredible revolution brought about 
in his ſituation. He had been ſurprized and con- 
founded at it himſelf; but no body could reſiſt their 
deſtiny, and his example was a proof, that men 
have no acquaintance with the nature of their own 
hearts. He confeſſed to me then, that ſeeing my 
lady near at hand, in hearing her tender complaints, 
and in fzeing her tears flow, he was pierced with 
a thouſand ſentiments, that he never before expe- 
rienced, and of which he did not think he had been 
capable, He had not power to defend himſelf from 
admiring her gentle and modeſt virtue, which the 
rigours of her huſband might eaſily reduce to the 
extreameſt dejection, but which were not capable 
of making her loſe that air of moderation, that made 
her grief ſo moving, and which added ſo many 
charms to her unhappy beauty. Compaſſion had 
thus prepared his heart for love, and when he 
began to examine into his own ſentiments, he found 
himſelf a prey to a paſſion ſo piercing, that he had 
no hopes left of delivering himſelf from it by any 
efforts he could make. Since that time, it had in- 
creaſed without intermiſſion ; he had made it the 
whole delight of his life, and far from thinking 
ever after of defending himſelf againſt it, he was 
reſolved to employ all his thoughts and cares to 
render her happy. Notwithſtanding the promiſe I 
had made of hearkening to him without 'interrup- 
tion, yet I ſtopped him ſhort here bluntly. This firſt 
part of his diſcourſe had given me great joy, and 


I ſhould have interrupted him gladly to commenc 
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But aſtoniſhed afterwards at the birth of his paſſion, 


I had been-{till more prepared to interrupt him, by up- 
braiding him for not having better watched over the 
motions of his heart, which I would have treated as 
criminal and unlawful. But hearing from him that 
he hugged himſelf upon them, and inſtead of com- 


bating, ſpoke of nothing but of nouriſhing them with 


complacency ; and ſeeking, ſooner or later, the gra - 
tikcation of them, the reſentment to ſee myſelf ſo lit · 
tle regarded, as to place in me ſuch an unworthy 
confidence, as much as the intereſt of virtue, made. 
me aſſume a voice, which I ſhould even have affected 
to have made more harſh, if I could have found out 


any one more proper to expreſs my indignation., 
How? ſaid I, having abandoned yourſelf to a ſname - 


ſul paſſion for the wife of your brother, do not you 
bluth to make me a conſeſſion of it? Do you believe. 
we then capable of enduring or approving it? Yes, I 
perceive now the fruits of your deteſtable maxims.. 
After having once dared to adviſe your brother to 
violate his marriage - vows for a commerce ſo infa- 


mous, I am not aſtoniſhed to ſee you all at one ſtroke 


familiarize yourſelf with inceſt and adultery. Hideous 
corruption of principles and opinions, cried I, with · 
out affording him time to explain himſelſ. By what 


ſteps have you then climbed to this exceſs of debauch- 
ery? ? One might excuſe love, added I, and may give 
it a name that would transform it almoſt i into virtue. 
But what abominable and- fatal paſſion is this, which 
loſes all its horror for the ſin, aud carries with it the 
imprudence of placing it even on the foot of honour! 
In the bitter zeal that animated me, I ſhould have. 

continued to he .p on him reproaches, and ſhould not. 
have failed te have joined to them the moſt ſevere. 


menaces, if he had not caſt himſelf at my feet to re-, 
new his inſtances of hearing him. I, nevertheleſs, till. 
interrupted him : No, faid I, turniag away my head,; 


you ſhall not force me longer to hear your unworthy, 


| propoſals. I ems too much to liſten to them. You, 


Vor. II. H muſt 


The Dean of COLERAINE. 169 


the intereſt he took in the tears of my ſiſter in law. 
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muſt not hope to find the leaſt indulgence to the 
crime from me; if this be the project, upon the faith 


of which I have had the credulity of ſuffering myſelf 
to be lulled aſleep, I deteſt and abhor it, and I ſee 


nothing more in you, than that you are an enemy to 
all honour and virtue. Nevertheleſs, as his efforts 
for obtaining an audience did not diminiſh, and as 
bis embarraſſment, joined to the humble poſture in 
which I ſaw at my feet a man ſo havghty, had ſome 


power to bend me, I conſented at length to hear him, 


under this only condition, that he ſhould not mix any 
thing in his words like what had raiſed in me ſo much 


' indignation. 


Whilſt he reſumed his ſeat, I obſerved from the 
conſternation ſpread over his face, that his pride was 
mortified at the part he had to ſuſtain. He began 
by lamenting the vivacity that had wade me con- 
found his explanations. You are ignorant of love, 
ſaid he mildly, if you cannot pardon a lover for 
inſiſting a little on the force of his paſſion ; but what 
I have told you of mine, concerns little the bottom 
of my project; and that it is ſuch as I have juſt de- 
ſcribed to you, or as you would wiſh it to be, you 
will preſently agree with me, that, with the reſtric- 
rions I add thereto, it can neither wound my duty 
nor your delicacy. I adore my lady (ſuffer me yet 
this once to ule ſuch an expreſſion, the ſenſe of which 
will be preſently unveiled to you,) and it is in truth 
upon the ſentiments with which ſhe has inſpired me, 
that all the views I have formed ſor her happineſs 
and mine do roll. But with ſo much penetration, as 
I know you to have, how happens it, that you have 
not all at once unravelled by what means I think to 
obtain my happineſs? I muſt therefore apprize you 
without going about the buſh, that, reflecting on the 
caprice which has hurried my brother into ſuc! at- 
fections for Mademoiſelle de L , and upon the 


little appearance that he will even return from it, ! 
have thought of a method to conciliate the konour ot 
my lady with the ſatisfaQion of Patrick, and the ins 
7 | | terelt 
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tereſt of our family; that is, to purſue the. plan of 
divorce to which the King has given his content, 
but without robbing my lady of the name the 
bears, nor you of the quality of her brother in- 
law. In one word, leſt I ſhould find this to be 
yet obſcure, he openly informed me, that his deſign 
was to eſpouſe Patrick's wife, and, by that means, 
afford his brother the liberty of marrying his miſ- 
treſs. | 

Nothing being leſs in my mind than the unravel- 
ing this plot, the ſole novelty of ſo ſtrange a repre- 
ſentation had put me on my guard againſt his firſt 
impreſſions; and from the fear of engaging myſelf 
unſeaſonably, I thauld perhaps have continued with- 
out giving him an anſwer. But Tenermill, who had 
not ſo long nurſed his project without taking all rhe 
informations that might render it plauſible in his 
own eyes, made haſte to foreſtall my objections by a 
great number of examples, which ſeemed indeed to 
remove all the difficulties, The approbetion of the 
church, and the decifion of the civil magiſtrate, had 


conſented a thouſand times to give a ſanction to ac- 


tions of this nature. 1 could not doubt of the 
truth of the facts, and the confidence with which 
heard Tenermill ſpeak, made me judge, that in 
theſe particulars he did not at all rely on his own un - 
derſtanding. I even thought I had a glimpſe of his 
having brought my lady to reliſh his ſentiments and 
views ; and this conjecture helped all at once to ex- 
plain, as well the tranquillity-ſhe had lived in for 
ſome wecks, as the facility with which I had ſeen her 
receive his applications. All theſe ideas, rangin 

themſelves in order before me, readily led me to wil 

for the common repoſe of Fincer's family and mine, 


that a project, wherein I could ſee nothing that ap- 


peared to wound any law, and which drew along 
with it the happineſs of ſo many perſons dear to me, 


could be executed to the ſatisfaction of all th& , 


world. If any embarraſſment remained, it was on 
che fide of Fincer ; for the trouble, that from his 
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name, and the firſt news of his arrival, appeared to 
me to have been raiſed in Tenermill, was a proof, 
that he himſelf had apprehended from thence ſome 
obſtacle. I confined myſelf to this objection, and I 
ſaw it made him thoughtful. Eis anſwer laid before 
me other explanations, which made the hopes, that I 
had taken” up upon too light grounds, immediately 
vaniſh, | 
He confeſſed he had writ to Fincer, and impatient- 
ly waited his anſwer ; but that this diligence in com- 
ing to Paris, without having given notice of his jour- 
ney, raiſed in him not a few alarms. With the deſire 
and hopes of bringing him cver to his interelts, he 
had been induced to write to him by very powerſul 
reaſons, In the mortal dejedion and ſadneſs where- 
in he had ſeen my lady, he thovght, ſaid he, that to 
dry up her tears, as much as to diſpoſe her inſenſibly 
to the projet he had formed without her participati- 
on, it was neceſſary, not only to hold her in the error, 
into which the ſpeedy appearances of Patrick's return 
had caſt her for ſome moments, but even to fortity 
the illuſion, of which he had remarked the bappy et- 
fe, by turaiſhing her with all che probabilities tlie was 
capable of receiving. It was moreover in concert with 
his brother, whom he brought into an approbation 
of all his deſigns, that he had at firſt pretended, that 
important reaſons, which were the conſequences of his 
quel in Ireland, had obliged Patrick to go aſide ſud- 
denly, and keep himſelf concealed at Paris, in a re- 
treat more ſecure than our houſe. - Without this ficſt 
precaution, ſaid he, it would have been impoſſible to 
make my lady comprehend, that her. huſband, who 
was ſo near, and yet neglected to ſee her, was, in re- 
ality, in ſuch a diſpoſition as ſhe had began to flatter 
herſelf with; and her troubles, that were abſolute» 
ly capable of ruining her health, would have 
returned with more force than ever. That having 
by this ſeint reſtored her to ſame tranquillity, and 
the meaſures he had taken convincing, him, that ſhe 


coul d not be eaſily undeceived, he had accompliſhed 
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the calming of her miad, by ſwearing to her, that be 
was employed in an enterprize that thould ſoon finiſh 
all her troubles, aud not any longer give her room 
to fear the infidelity of Patrick. He proceeded, that 
he had not deccived her, ſince he had written, at the 
fame time, to Fincer, to propoſe to him the diſſoluti- 
on of an unhappy marriage, and to approve of his 
ſucceeding to the rights and engagements of his bro- 
ther. The adventure of the garden happening un- 
expectedly at the time of theſe circumllances, he had 
ſtood in need of a great many new efforts to repair 
ſuch. a miſchievous and unſeaſonable accident; and 
Heaven, without doubt, had ſeconded his trouble, 
fiace he could not conceive himie!f by what lucky for- 
tune he had brought it to a good illue. But the al- 
cendant he had obtained over her by the continual 
proofs of his attachment, and the confidence with 
waich he had iaſpired her by his promiſes, had pre- 
vailed over her moſt juſt ſuſpicions. He had, more- 


over, aſſiſted himſelf with a new artifice, by acquaint» 


ing her that he had wi itten to her ſather, that he ſoon 
expected an anſwer ; and, by the meaſures he had ta- 
ken, he could peremptorily afſure her of tranquillity 
for the remainder of her life; and without having 
ever had the boldneſs of diſcovering to her the bot- 
tom of his projects, he had accuitomed her to look 
on him as the only man in whom the could put her 
traſt, and from whom ſhe could expect fuccours ſuit- 
able to her misfortunes. | | 
This relation becoming too tedions for my impa- 
tience, I interrupted him with the zeal of a thou- 
ſand thoughts, that crouded on my heart at every 
circumſtance. It ſufficed me to have underſtood, that 
my ſiſter. in law was ignorant of all thoſe glorious 
projects, by which they diſpoſed of her with ſo much 
confidence, and that ſhe would look on them as fo 


many extravagant unaginations which would vaniſh on _ 
the firſt explanation. I could not impute a crime to 


Tenermill in his intentions, and, on the contrary, re jci- 
cel to find in him fo declared an inelination for her, 
that gave me no room to fear he would ſeek to give her 
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any further vexation. Ah! ſrom what, ſaid I, do 
you flatter yourſelf, that my lady approves your 
enterprize and inclinations ? I ſee you diſpoſe of her 
heart, of her fortune, of her hand ; but have you 
conſulted her? or, at leaſt, among all your ſhifts and 
doubtings, have you any ſo powerſul as to protniſe 
you to bring about a change in her inclinations ? 
He caſt down his eyes at this queſtion. You ſpeak, 
anſwered he, of the thing that cauſes all my in- 
quietude and torment. This is the only point 
that leaves me under embarraſſment. And is it 
not alſo the eſſential point, replied I, the point with. 
out which, all your 'enterpriz2 malt paſs in your own 
eyes for nothing. bat a mere chimera? I will not 
conceal from you my opinion, continued I, in a yet 
more ſteady voice, the caſe is too clear to give me 
the Izaſt doubt. If you had by your addreſs, or 
applications, prevailed on my lady to reliſh your 
projeck, I ſhould confeſs in the anguith of my foul, 
that, conſidering the diforders of our family, there 
are few remedies from whence we could hope for 
vreater advantages. But without this condition, 
which is as necefſary to juſtiſy us in the ſight of 
God as before men, I cannot approve of your views, 
which I find condemned by ail the lights of my 


- bnderfianding, and I promiſe Heaven to oppole 
with all my power thoſe odious and deteſtable me- 


diums, which I cannot in the leaſt diſtinguiſh from 
violence, 

I got vp, and turned my back to him, to take ſom? 
turns about the chamber; and the air I affected 
convinced him as much as my expreſſions, that his 
endeavours would be. ſruitlels to inſpire me with 
other ideas. He continued in a ſtate of irreſolu- 
tion fer ſome moments. His ſilence and embar 
raſſment repreſented a ſight, which was a novelty 
to me till that time. Seeing him ſo ſubmiſſive and 


Humble, I could not but admire the power of the 


paſſions, and that they ſhould have a greater empire 
one over the other, than all the light of reaſon. 
He, ncvertheleſs, took up the difcourſe with — 
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by repreſenting to me, that, independent of her taſte, 
my ſiſter-in-law would not fail, ſooner or later, to 
open her eyes to her proper intereſts ; that the of» 
ters he had to make her, being thoſe from whenes 
ſhe might hope for the greateſt happineſs in her ſt- 
tuation, it was impoſſible ſhz ſhould reject them, when 
made ſenſible of their neceſſity; that if the eonſent 
of her father ſhould be added to mine, ſuch a con- 
ent only as I should willingly agree to, ſhe would 
find herſelf as it were dragged away by the force 
of authority; finding moreover that her huſband 
had deccived her by falſe appearances of a recon- 
ciliation, indignation and ſpite would . finiſh what 
duty and reaſon had began. I have but one fear, 
added he, and that is what the arrival of Fincer 
has given me, He has not ſent me an anſwer. The 
reſolution he has taken of coming to France, with- 
out prepoſſeſſing us of it by his letters, makes me 
doubt whether he be not offended at my propoſals. 
The ſilence he has obſerved with you augments my 
diffi dence. In fine, I am ignorant how to conduct 


myſelf towards him, and F even fear to ſee him, ik 


you do not firſt prepare him for my explanations, 
which it will be impoſſible for me to avoid in our 

firſt interview. | | 
Far from refuſing this commiſſion, I hugged my- 
felf in finding in him for the firſt time ſo much 
docility and confidence in my pains, Your hopes 
ſhall not be deceived, ſaid I; and when you embrace 
the ſide of honour and reaſon, you ſhall never 
have any cauſe to complain of my zeal. The miſ- 
tery you have diſcovered to me of your delign, re- 
tards a ſervice that I ſhould already have done you 
but being myſelf ſurprized at the arrival of Fincer, 
I thought of nothiag but getting him away from 
this place, and I have had need of all my ſkill to 
diſguiſe from him my embarraſſnent. Tenermill con- 
ſeſſed, that in his letter he had not only requeſted 
him to conceal his project ſrom me, but precautioned 
him againſt my curiofity, from his fears of finding 
in me an oppoſition to his views. | 2 
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Whatever eagerneſs I had to return to Paris with 
theſe ecclairciſſments, I thought myſelf under no ſel; 
obligation to prepoſſeſs Patrick with an accident, 
that ought to oblige him to obſerve ſome diſere- 
tion and caution, to which he had become in a 
manner inſenſible, at leaſt until the time of his 
divorce, with which he flattered himſelf even more 
than his brother. Fenermill, charmed at my mode- 
ration in receiving his laſt overtures, promiſed to 
put him in mind of what he owed to decency ; and 
not doubting, after what manner ſoever Fincer ſhould 
take thoſe things, but he would defire ſpeedily to ſee 
his daughter, was the firſt to acknowledge, that un- 
der ſuch delicate citcumitances we thould not ven- 
ture his finding Mademoiſelle de L — under the 
ſame roof with my fiſter- in- law. There was no- 
thing in. the manner of her coming there that could 
give us any reproach, and her ſickneſs had laid us 
under the neceflity of ſuffering her to continue in the 
houſe ; but although he aſſured me ſhe was not yet 
recovered, the motion from a journey ſo near as Pa- 
ris could not be as dangerous as her departure was 
neceſſary. Tenermill engaged to make her reliſh this 
reflection, and warranted, that it ſhould be no leſs 
approved by his brother. | k 
I parted with theſe hopes. The Count de S——, 
to whom the impatience of Tenermill ſcarce ſuffered 
me to ſpeak a moment, would accompany me to 
Paris, to ſhew, in his own perſon, the honours of 
his houſe to Fincer. We made great ſpeed under 
the perpetual fear, leaſt Fincer fhould entertain ſome 
ſuſpicion of my fair dealing. We found him at the 
Count's houſe, whether he had conveyed his lug - 
gage. 
bance. Having given thanks for the firſt civili- 
ties of the Count, he aſked his leave to take me 
aſide for an inſtant. As I did not expect he would 
be beforehand with me, this haſte appeared to me 
to cover ſome myſtery, the explanation of which J 
waited for with as much impatience as he had to 
give it me. 
| Fincer, 
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Fincer, during the interval of an hout's abſence, 
had learned, that all my ſamily was at Saiſons, 


when he went to it, and conſequently ſuſpected me 


of - ſome artifice ia the care I took to remove him 
from it. This thought, joined to the pre poſſeſſions 


Tenermill had inſpired him with againit me by. 
his letters, and poſſibly to the former miſtruſts com- 


municated by him to Dilnick in Ireland, diſpoſed 
him not only to look on me in general as a dan- 
gerous man, but to think me particularly intereſted 
in the ruin of his daughter. He knew, neverthe- 


leſs, that it was under my conduct ſhe had come 


ſrom Ireland to France; but putting no bounds to 
his jealouſy, he imagined, that I had not perſuaded. 
her to leave her country, but ſor the ſake of ſuc- 
ceeding more eaſily in her ruin, when the ſhovld 
fiad herſeif without defence and advice in a ſtrange 


realm; and from whatever ſource he drew the 


ſcheme of revenge, which he afcribed to me, he 
ſuppoſed in my hatred all the pathon and malig- 
nity, of which people commonly accuſe church- men. 
With this frightful idea of my character, his re- 


folution to manage me with ſome addreſs. was a: 


violence he did himſelf for the intereſt of his daugh- 
ter; and, in the private converſation he demanded, 
he had no other deſign than to fonnd my diſpoſi- 


3 by laying me under a neceſſi y. of explain- 


ing my thoughts on the ſtate of my family. I, 
who believed I had as ſtrong reaſons to with to 
hear him, thought much Jeſs of foreſtalling bim by 
my overtures, which. might have been ſomethin 
different from his notions, than to give him full. 
time fogapprizing me with\what he had at the bot- 
tom of his heart. 


The tone he aſſumed at the entrance into his diſ- 


courſe had nothing in it either paſſionate or bitter; 
but his inquietude and vezation were viſibly paiat- 
ed in his eyes. You cannot be ignorant, ſaid he, 
of the motives that have brought me into France.. 
The misfortune. of my daughter has reached my 
ears. I.know ſhe has found nothing but a perpe- 
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tral ſource of affliction and bitterneſs in a marriage, 
from whence {he might have expected all the hap- 
pineſs of her lite, and the juſt tenderneſs I have 
for her, does not permit me to be indifferent about 
her ſituation. Then, without touching on Tenermill's 
project, he entered into a detail of all the ſubjects 
of complaint that my ſiſter- in- law had received 
from Patrick: Dilnick had informed him of every 
particular that had paſſed in Ireland; and Tenermill, 
apparently to give a greater force to his propoſais, 
had painted to him the diſguſts of his brother, with 
ſuch touches and lineaments, that I could not have 
any diffculty in knowing the picture. 
Judge, added he, locking at me with a ſteady eye, 
what ought to be my alarms. A father does not 
confine himſelf to fears alone for his daughter; he 
muſt ſee her fatisfied, or muſt revenge her. But you, 
continued he, whom your age and character ſeem 
to bind to the care of preſerving peace and order 
in your family, how has it happened, that you have 
not ſtopped thefe evils which have taken their 
birth under your eyes? Why do you endure that 
they ſhould be perpetuated? What has my daughter 
done to you? I fhall ſee her, without doubt: |! 
ſhall learn from herſelf what her crimes are. But 
if you have unreaſonably made her unhappy, do not 
you fear the reſentment of a father injured in the 
perſon of her whom he holds moſt dear? He wor!d 
have continued in the ſame tone, if ſuch injuricus 
reproaches had not made me forget the retoſution 
1 had taken not to interrupt him, Far removed 
as I was, from penetrating into his reaſons,” I ſtop- 
ped him with ſuch motions of grief, as ought to 
have been ſufficient to have given him a more juſt 
opinion of me; but his mind. was not in freedom 
enough to give him room to diſtinguith thofe marks 
of integrity and innocence. He gave but little at- 
tention to my trouble; and riſing from his chair 
while I was labouring to juſtify myfelf, he walk. 
ed at a great rate about the chamber, as it he 
W a diſdained 
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diſdained to hear my excuſes. I continued, neverthe- 
leſs, to lay before him every thing that might help to 
bring him back in my favour. I traced ove in few 
words the hiſtory of his daughter's marriage, and e- 
very thing I had done in it to compleat her happineſs. 
J laid a ſtreſs on my counſels, my fatigues, and the 
continual loſs of my repoſe. ] appealed to the 
teſtimony of his daughter herſelf, who would ds 
juſtice. to my intentions, and from whom I had the 
vanity to think that eſteem and friendſhip were due 
to my fervices. He heard me, notwithſtanding the 
affectation he ſeemed to ſhew in turning from me 
his face, and ſhutting his ears to my juſtification. 
Drawing hear again, he interrupted me in his turn, 
and the queſtions he aſked gave me an opportu- 
nity of ſpeaking to him of Tenermiil. The heat 
in which I was engaged in my own defence, did 
not prevent me from refleQing, that I had not yet 
drawn any light upon the principal intereſt that 


I ought to unravel, Ybu will ſooner or later kfow. 
me, ſaid I, in order to force him at length to open 


himſelf; and you will know from Tenermill himſelf; 
in whom you acknowledge ſo much love and zeal. 
for your daughter, whether I have any reproach 
to fear from her, or from thoſe who intereſt them- 
ſelves in her happineſs. 

This incident appearing to me ty awaken his cu. 
rioſity, I took advantage of his ſilence to add, that 
Tenermill, who already knew cf his arrival, defired 
impatiently to ſee him, and that he had imparted to- 
me his views fcr re-eſtabliſhing the peace of our two 
families. But that by which I had thought proper to in- 
ſpire in him more confidence for me, appeared to him 


a new proof of my diſſi nulation. He could not call 


into his mind that Tenermill himſelf had exhorted 
him to be upon his guard againſt me, without ima- 
gining, that, from ſome notion of his deſigus, I was 
endeavouring dextroully to penetrate into his ſeeret. 
He did not anſwer me a word on this head, and 


caſting on me a look of indignation that made me 


comprehend how far removed I was from touching 
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his heart ; if my Lord Tenermill, ſaid he, knew 
where I am, he would not be fo {low in coming to 
me, and I ſhould, without doubt, have ſeen my daugh- 
ter with him here. Apparently there are reaſons tor 
hindering me from ſeeing them; but I know how 
to overcome. the obſtacles. He then quitted me 
haſtily to return to the Count, who continued in the 
next chamber. I followed with an intention ot ſtop- 
ping him, and not being able to overtake him, 1 
made a thouſand uſeleſs efforts to perſuade bim, 
that he had ſome intereſt in granting me yet a mo- 
ment's converſation. He addreſſed himſelf to the 
Count, who appeared ſurprized at our agitations ;. 
and without giving the leaſt attention to my re- 
gueſt, he aſked him in a conſtrained voice, if he might 
have any hopes of ſoon ſeeing his daughter? The 
Count was embarraſſed at this queſtion. Without 
being ſufficiently inſtructed in all circumſtances he 
knew well enough what bad paſſed at Saiſons, to 
imagine eaſily that the pretence af Fincer could pro- 
duce any thing but trouble. His anſwer was, that 
my lady beginning to recover, ſhe would not be 
long before the came to Paris to embrace her fa- 
ther. 

I. again laid. hold of this moment to renew my 
inſtances. Come, ſaid I friendly to Fincer, I have 


a thouſand things to tell you, that will. diſſipate 


your inquietude. Put a confidence in the promiſes 
of an honeſt man. And ſeeing that nothing could 
move him ; ſuffer me added I, to ſpeak to you 
openly before the Count; he is devoted to the in- 
tereſts of our family; our ſecrets cannot be placed 
in better hands. He ſeemed to be under apprehen- 
ſions left I ſhould in reality explain. myſelt in the 
-preſence of the Count, and begging me to keep with» 
in myſelf all the motions of my zeal, he tell up- 


on indiffereat matters, which in ſpite of me gave a 


new turn to the converſation. 
During more than an hour of ſach trifling con- 
verſation, 1 could not but admire, how capable he 
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was of ſo much conſtraint, and I aſked of myſelf in 
what it might end. Nevertheleſs, L was in hopes 
it would continue till night ; and my reſolution then 
was to return to Saiſons, and give an account to Te- 
nermill of the ſorrowtul ſuceeſs of my cares. I 
was determined alſo to open the matter to my ſiſter- 
in law, and I flatter'd myſelf that I ſhould intereſt 


her in the unravelling of an adventure, from whence 


[ began. to fear ſome unhappy conſequences. In the 
midit of the trouble that all. theſe ideas raiſed in 
me,. a lacquey came to give us. notice of the arrival 
of my lady and of my Lord Tenermill. I heard in- 


deed the rattling of a coach coming into the court. 


A thunder-bolt falling at my feet, would not have 
given me leſs fear. I got up in the greateſt hurry 
to meet them, and did not confider whether I gave 
Fincer room. to accuſe me of want of manners.. 

1 had hopes to learn from Tenermill what: might 


bring him to Paris without my knowledge, and above 


all with my ſiſter in law, in regard to whom it was 
of importance not to expoſe her with ſo. few pre» 
cautions to the queſtions and ſhiftings of her father, 
and to prepoſſeis him of the diſpoſition of Fincer, 
from which I could promiſe myſelf nothing more 
favourable for him than for Patrick. But he had 


ſcarce perceived me, till witheut ſinking his voice, 


and without ſtepping aſide from my lady, whom 
he led by the hand, he conjured me to go inſtantly 
to Saiſons, where my preſence was neceſſary, and to 
turn over to him tne care of managing Fincer. I 


opened my. mouth to lay before him my difficulties, 
He did not give me me to finiſh what I had to ſay; 


and paſſing by me hallily without making an anſwer, 
he threw himſelf. into the arms of Fincer, who fol- 
lowed at my heels with the Count, | 

The tone of. his voice, in which he prayed me 
to be gone, was ſo earneſt, that I did not. once de- 
liberate, whether I ought to have ſo much complai- 
ſance for him. What opiaion ſoever I always had 
of his character, I conſidered he was more intereſted 
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and would not have ſo raſhly engaged himſelf in it, 
without ſome reaſon to reckon upon the ſucceſs of 

his enterprize. . The commiſſion he charged me with 
was no leſs obſcure; but I knew at leaſt with whom 
J had to treat, and in whatever diſpoſition I might 
find Mademoiſelle de L— and Patrick, I had nothing 
to fear but the difficulties I might find in oppoſing 
myſelf to their tenderneſs or reſolutions. I went away. 
My reflections while I was on the road did not rol} 
upon any thing but the motives that could engage 
Tenermill into ſo precipitate a ſtep, and my attention 
not hitting upon the reaſon that might have appear: 
ed naturally to me, I arrived at Saiſons under all my 
uncertainties. 

Patrick was not ignorant either of the departure 
of Tenermill, or the arrival of Fincer. I found him 
at the gate of our houſe, and the joy he diſcovered 
on ſeeing me made me judge of the impatience he 
had in waiting. for me. He cleared up all at once 
my doubts, by apprizing me, that in my abſence his 
brother had received an expreſs from Fincer, de- 
ſiring him to go to him immediately to the Count's 
houſe with his danghter, and that he had treated 
him in his letter with ſo much confidence and friend- 
ſhip, that he had not the leaſt heſitation in going 
there upon this flattering appearance. My firſt 
queſtion related to my ſiſler in-law. Is ſhe gone 
without ſezing you, ſaid I to Patrick ? She believed 
I was gone myſelf, anſwered he: and although I ne- 
glected to learn from Tenermill by what art he had 
ſettled her mind, yet her countenance, which I pri- 
vately obſerved at-her departure, carried in it no 
marks of inquietude. But, added he, with an air 
of ſatisfaction that he had not ſhewn- ſor a long 
time before, ſhe was not the only perſon here who had 
cauſe to abandon herſelf to joy. I was informed by 
my brother, that he has communicated to you the 
deſign with which Heaven has inſpired him for our 
happineſs. You know it, added he, embracing me 
with tranſports; this is the way to repair all the 
eyil you have done, and to make me for ever the 
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happieſt of men. I had a difficulty to diſengage 


myſelf from his arms, in which he yet hugged me 


cloſe, L looked on him for ſome time without mak- 
ing him any anſwer, and the air with which I held 
my eyes fixed on his ought to have made him ſen» 
fible, that my mind was not in as much freedom 
as his. At length, opening my mouth with a ſigh ; 
under the perpetual trouble, ſaid I, into which you 
have caſt me, I am ignorant myſelf what I have to 
condemn, or what to approve: And laying hold of 
his hand to lead him to take a turn in the gar» 
den, I began to aſk, what part he had taken in his 
brother's projects, when I found another ſubject of 
ſurprize by diſcovering Mademoiſelle de L—, who 
advanced nimbly towards us with my ſiſter, Her face 
appeared ſo plump, and of ſuch a lively carration-co- 
jour, that I could ſcarce perſuade myſelf ſhe was juſt 
recovered from a fit of ſickneſs fo dangerous as they 
had repreſented to me. I never in my life before ſaw 
her in ſuch a good plight of body, and with ſuch a 
freſuneſs and clearneſs in her complexion. Patrick 
and Roſe, who perceived my amazement, looked on 
one another with a ſale, which made me ſuſpect 
fome part of the truth. I explained myſelf enough 
to oblige them to confeſs, that Mademoiſelle de L— 
had been a long time recovered, and that the cen- 
tinuation of her ſickneſs had been a concerted feint, 
to give them a more tree enjoyment of the pleaſures 
of ſeeing her. | 

What frivolons amuſements were theſe under our 
circumſtances, and what omen could I draw to 
ground their conduct on! I was no leſs out of coun- 
tenance at the air of joy that reigned among them. 
Was this a feaſon to give themſelves up to ſuch un- 
ſettlednefs and wandering; and did not they owe me 


at leaſt other regards and management, when they 


could. not doubt but my diſpcſition was entirely dif- 
ferent from theirs? 1 was yet ignorant in what par- 
ticulars Tenermill thought iny preſence and cares ne- 


ceſſary ; but I faw only too much occafion they had 
for. a guide j and I trembled that they had got-pru- 
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dence enough remaining among them all to perceive 
the advantage they might draw from my advice. In 
fine, not hoping to procure myſelf (as ſoon as I de- 
fired) a private converſation with Patrick, and flat- 
tering myſelf yet leſs, after the experience 1 had of 
his wilfulneſs, that I ſhould be able to afſume any 
empire” over him, I contented -myſelf to demand of 
them, what were their views, and what they promi- 
ſed themſelves fłrom the arrival of Fincer, and the de- 
parture of my lady. Patrick anſwered, that his hopes 
appeared from henceforth to be too well eſtablithed 
to make a ſecret of them to me; that my lady, urged 
by the abſolute command of her father, would not re- 
fuſe her conſent to their divorce ; and that Tenermill, 
who placed his whole happineſs in eſpouſing her, be- 
ing in a condition to afford her thoſe-pleaſures which 
ſhe had not found in her. firſt- marriage, no body in 
the world could condemn a ſtep, that would appear 
grievous to himſelf, if he had ſought any thing by 
it but his own intereſt, 

Hy ſuppoſing the conſent of my ſiſter-in-law, I 
could in reality find nothing abſolutely condemnabie 
in this anſwer, But, what appearance was there, that 
ſhe ſhould ſurrender herſelf fo eaſily to the commands 
of her father, and even what certainty that Fincer 
was diſpoſed to lay ſuch rigorous ones on her? I well 
knew that ſhe had been amuſed with a thouſand falſe 
hopes by the addreſs of Tenermill, who, neverthe- 
leſs, propoſed to himſelf after this manner, both to 
alleviate ſome part of her grief, and inſenſibly make 
a. progreſs. in her heart, by rendering herfelf maſter 
of her confidence. She had ſuffered herſelf to be per- 
ſwaded of the abſence of her huſband, which ſtill con · 
tinued a pretence. She had believed that the preſence 


of her father would contribute to the eſtabliſhment of 


her repoſe; and, upon tbe news of his arrival, ſhe 
had eagerly wiſhed to go to Paris to ſee him. But 
can the illuſion endure a long time? And ſince Tener- 
mill had himſelf confeſſed, that in all the familiarĩty 
he had with her, he never aſſumed the boldneſs once 


to pronounce the name of love, ought'I to imagine, 
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that he would find her diſpoſed to hearken to him, 
as ſoon as he ſhould open his mind freely enough to 
propoſe to her his hand. 

Nevertheleſs, this care leſs immediately regarding 
me, as long as ſhe was under the protection of her 
father, I gave Patrick an aniwer, that flattered his 
ſentiments without betraying my own. Do not 
doubt in the leaſt, ſaid I, but that your happineſs, 
and that of your brother, are equally the object of my 
views. But let us-take care, that nothing enters into 
them, that may be to us a reproach. My Lord Tener- 
mill has pre{{ed me to leave Paris to rejoin you. I am 
deceived it he did not think, that the reſidence of 
Mademoiſelle de L—— at Saiſons is not ſo proper 
ſor her, ſince you only are here alone with her. 
No, no, interrupted Patrick; if my brother has re- 
queſted you to come to us, it is with another view, 
the explanation of which we have agreed together 
to defer to another ſeaſon; and we have thought, 
added he, that your preſence and that of my filter 
will be ſufficient - here to ſhelter us from. all ſuſpi- 
cions of ſlander, . I know not, replied I, to what end 
my preſence may ſerve, but T think my filter is 
under an abſolute neceſſity to go to Paris. I inſiſted 
upon this neceſſity from the perſwaſion I was in that 
decency had been but too long violated by an evil 
that I would feign now put a ſtop to; and repre» 
ſenting to my ſiſter all the reaſons which ought to in- 
duce her immediately to follow her huſband, I added, 
in order to give more force to my advice, that L 
could not mytelt anſwer what time I ſhould paſs at 
Saiſons. At length they ſubmitted to my reaſons. 
Mademoiſelle de L. went away with my ſiſter, 
who undertook to ſet her down at her own houſe, 
I had an extreme difficulty to with hold Patrick. 
He was afraid of wounding good manners and love 
in letting his miſtreſs go away without waiting 8 f 
her as far as Paris. Je 

Weak brother! With what compaſſion did his 9 
neſs inſpire me! But was I leſs to be pitied than he's 
I, who was become as it were the ſport of inconſides , 
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rate youth, and who had juſt endured the affronts and 
ſcorn of a man, whom I knew fo little as I did Fincer ? 


The ardour of charity made me brook them with 


patience; and, by the ſame principle, I ought to forget 
all the reaſons I had to flacken in my zeal for Pa. 
trick. I knew no further ramedy to touch his heart: 
and fince he had failed ia all the reſpe@ he owed, at 


leaſt to my character, I plainly foreſaw I had no 


raore to hope from his reafon, no more than ſrom 
the tenderneſs of blood. N2:vertheleſs, I could not 
renounce the conſolation I received in having fulũlled 
my duty; and the moſt juſt reſentments never yet 
made me ponder whether I onght to repay the out. 
rages of an ungrateful family by indifference and for- 
getfulneſs. The grace of Heaven, ſaid I, to ſupport 
myſelf under the bitterneſs of my heart, perhaps 
waits the moment it has fixed to call them home to 
themſelves. Perhaps Heaven has faſtened their con- 
verſion to ſome method, which is to me as yet un- 
known. I will not leave off, to urge, to preſs, to 
ſtrive againft them. What I cannot gain by my ad- 
vice and reproaches, I may perhaps obtain by my 
tears, and may ſtop them by my cries, 

The languor into which I ſaw Patrick fall aſter the 
departure of Mademoiſelle de L—, gave me ſtronger 
reafons than ever to know the ſtrength of his paſſion. 
Scarce had he the complaiſanee to give me the ecclair- 
eiſſments I demanded of him upon divers circumitan- 
ces of the conduct and project of his brother. He him- 
ſelf was ignorant of one part of it, and as to that 
which he was in a condition to inform me of, I knew, 


from the extent and ſteadineſs of Tenermill's views, 


that the embarraſſment, in which I imagined 1 had 
ſurpriſed him in the two converſations I had with him, 


proceeded leſs from a principle of weakneſs, than from 


a fear he had of letting me diſcover too much. He 
loved, and the expreſſions of his tenderneſs were not 
too much exaggerated, But ambition as much as love 


| had entered into his views. His fortune, ſuch as 


King James had given him, was not ſufficiegt to 
gratify bis projects of cſtabliſhment. His thoughts 
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were to augment it by an advantageous marriage; 
and haughty even to a degree of making a torment 


of the ſubmiſſions to which he muſt reduce himſelt 


in pleaſing a French lady, he had taken up a notion, 
that it would be a more eaſy and ſhort method to in- 
ſinuate himſelf into the eſtzem of his brother's wife, 
with a kind of aſſurance of obtaining her hand and 


fortune, at leaſt when ſhe ſhould be countenanced by 


the authority of her father, and that ſhe ſhould be- 


gin to deſpair of the return of her huſband. The 


charms of a woman ſo amiable had, nevertheleſs, 
made a lively impreſſion on his heart ; and that was 
it he called his happineſs, to have ſo luckily found an 
opportunity of conciliating his love and fortune; 
but in opening himſelf to me upon the ſubject of his 
love, he diſcovered only the moiety of the incerels 
with which he was moved. 

In this manner, although by ſtarts, and every time 
with ſome interruptions, Fares from Patrick a great 
number of hints, that aided me in penetrating into 
thoſe with which he refuſed to acquaint me, or 

which perhaps he did not know himſelf. I did not 


mention a word to him of my ſiſter · in · law. It was 


in a manner a point uncontroverted, that his heart 


mult never ſoften for her; and the ſcene had been fo 


changed, that in conſulting mine, I knew no longer 


on what ſid: ] ought to turn my deſires. I ſhould have 


adviſed him, if he had given me time for it, to put 
him{lf on his guard againſt a paſſion that did not 
diſcover itſelf but by ravings and immoderate excciles ; 
and ſince he had fo freely ſubmitted himſelf a ſlave to 
love, I thould. have exhorted him at leaſt to wear his 


chains with more fortitude and dignity. But the day 


after the departure of his miſtreſs, diſquieted in all 
appearance for her abſence, and ſeized with a deſire 
of ſeeing her again, he left Saiſons without imparting 


his intentions to me. My Iacquey, who met him 


by chance, received. from bis mouth an order to ad» 
vertiſe me of his departure, with ſome civil compli» 
ments, which that PERRY aum made him re- 
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My continual troubles had accuſtomed me inſenſſ. 
bly. to receive the moſt grievous ſtrokes without 
emotions, Nevertheleſs, not being able to look on 
this new incident as a thing indifferent, I thought 
immediately to get on horſe back, to follow this 
ſilly brother, and force him, it it were poſſible, to re. 
turn to the place he had left. His abſence on a day, 
wherein he miglit every moment expect to receive 
from his brother ſome important news to decide his 
fate, appeared to me to be a monſtrous forgetful- 
neſs, which could not proceed but from the falt ex · 
ceſs of blindneſs. How couid I imagine he couid pro- 
poſe any thing to himſelf more intereſting, than bis 
love, which appeared by this conduct to potlels the 
entire man? Nevertheleſs, the fear of provoking him 
by my zeal, made me chooſe to charge my lacquey 
with a co: nmiſſion, which I thought too difficult for 
myſelf. I dropped upon paper the firſt reflections 
that came into my mind, and haſtened Jacin away 
with my letter: This lacquey, whoſe underſtanding 
and diſcretion I before remarked, was not only cap- 
able of making more ſpeed than I, but if he did not 
overtake him on the road, he had directions to puſh 
forward to Paris, and give him my letter in the pre- 
ſence of Mademoiſelle de L——, whom I had a mind 
to interelt by this ſtep, to force him herſelf to returs 
the ſame way again. 

I was expecting his return, when I received two 
letters by an expreſs, one from Fincer, and the other 
from my Lord Tenermill. Out o! impatience I open» 
ed them both ſucceſſtvely, without being able to de- 
termine which 1 ſhould read firſt. However, I gave 
the preference to my brother's, and found from the 
firſt lines that he was at the top of his deſires, 
ſince he began upon congratulations upon his tap» 
pineſs; ſeconded, faid he," by paternal authority, 
he at length triumphed over the reſiſtances of the 
amiable Sarah Fincer; and the conſent obtained from 
her for a divorce, had been diſpatched according to 
the moſt legal forms. The King, before whom he 
| bad immediately laid it, had confirmed it by his ap- 
probation, 
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probation, and two Engliſh biſhops at the court of 
St Germain had given to it the ecclefiaſtical ſanc- 
tion. Fearing, leſt any doubt ſhould remain with 
me, he had ſent me, in the ſecond page of his let- 
ter, a copy of Sarah's conſent, and' of the. ecclefiaſli- 
cal at of St Ger main, counter ſigned by Fincer, 
who teſtified to me alſo the ſame thing in his letter. 
Thus, Heaven and men agreeing to tavour his en- 


terpriſe, nothing, added he, remained, but to put an, 


end to it by a double ceremony, of which, it was but 
juſt I ſhould be the miniſter: As the difference of 
our reſidence made no diſtinction in the rights and 
uſages of our nation from thoſe of France, there was 
no neceſſity of making any application to the French 
biſkops to obtain their diſpenſation, which had been 
already clearly enough granted by the act of the two 
Engliſh prelates. He then conjured me ſpeedily to 
give the nuptial benediction to Patrick and Made - 
moiſelle de L——. That it was with this view he had 
ſo earneſtly recommended to me the evening betore 
to go to daiſons, and that I could not uſe too much 


diligence in removing from Sarah Fincer all thoſe 
appearances of hope, that the yet had of the former. 
ioelination of her heart, That after having united 
the happy. couple with me, I {hould come in all baſte 
to Paris, to accompliſh the goud fortune of our fa- 
mily by joining him to a lady whom only he loved. 


Fincer's letter, which all my ſurpriſe did not hin- 


der me from reading immediately, contained an effec- 
tual confirmation of all theſe articles, with ſome. apo 


logies for the offenſive treatment he had- given me 
ſrom falſe prepoſſeſſion, for which he reproached him. 


ſelf, and promiſed to repair by an eſteem and ſriend- 


ſhip wit hout refcrve. 
Who cannot imagine here, that my firſt motions, 
were nothing but tranſports of joy, and that. I 


thought myſelf at the end of all my troubles? I for 


ſom: moments uſed my,utmoſt endeavours to per- 
ſwade myſelf to it; and taking the circumſtances. of 
my brother's letter in the moſt favourable ſenſe, I 


countenanced, as much as I could, 42 he gave 
\ A 1 


% 


- 


190 The Dean of COoLERAINE. 


me of our happineſs. I found without queſtion a 
little precipitation in his deſires, and although I could 
not doubt the truth of thofe inſtruments, of which he 
ſent me the copy, yet I was not of his opinion, that, 
with the approbation of the King and the two Eng- 
Jiſh prelates, we might altogether withdraw our. 
ſelves from the authority of the dioceſan biſhop. 
But his haſte appeared to me to be well jultified from 
the reaſon he gave; and as we were near to the ec. 
cleſiaſtical tribunal of Paris, I foreſaw as little delay 
as difficulty in obtaining thoſe licences, and indul- 
gences, which are eſtabliſhed by uſage. Moreover, 
they would ſhorten their forms in a caſe of exigency ; 
and I had known, that, in favour of rank and quality, 
or from the importance of circumſtances, they ſome- 
times relaxed a part of their diſcipline : Thus, the 
objections that my delicacy could form againſt the 
propoſal of Tenermill, appeared to me eaſy to over- 
throw. Nevertheleſs, after theſe very reflections, one 
doubt remained, that neither proceeded from the 
nature or difficulties of my commiſſion, and which 
diminiſhed much of the ardour, that, as it ſeemed to 
me, I ought to ſhow in ſatisfying Tenermill. In my 
ſurpriſe, I examined, if this trouble was not a weak- 
neſs of ſelf-love, which made me feel ſome vexation 
for the ruin of my handy-work, and to look on the 
ſucceſs of an enterprize oppoſite to all mine, as an 
eternal ſtain on my prudence. This thought, which 
made me fear I had given an entrance to pride into 
my heart, might poſſibly have obliged me on the 
ſpot to have ſacrificed all my repugnances to it, if 
Patrick had been at Saiſons; and 1 took occaſion from 
it to diſpatch a ſecond courier after him, to preſs 
him at leaſt to come and deliberate with me upon an 
incident, of which I did not fancy he had got fo ear- 


ly an account. I incloſed in my letter that of his bro- 


ther, and adviſed him to go to the biſhop's- court 
with this piece, to aſſure himſelf before-hand of thoſe 


quick diſpatches we had to hope for from the Ar che 


bithop of Paris. 
_-— The 
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The moment I had ſealed my letter, a ſervant gave 
me notice of his arrival with Mademoiſelle de L—, 
and I ſaw him at that inſtant lead her in; their eyes 
ſo ſparkled with joy, that I all at once imagined 
I had nothing new to inform them of. His firſt 
expreſſions were made up of cries and tranſports. 
Do you know my happineſs, ſaid he, with the 
voice of a man befides himſelf? Fincer has con- 
ſented to my divorce from his daughter, and ſhe is to 
marry Tenermill. We are all happy. Marry us, add- 
ed he, we will be married this moment, I will 
not part with the hand of my dear Julia; till we 
have received your benediction. I would have inter- 
rapted him by letting him know that I was already 
informed of this happy news, and to make him explain 
himſelf upon ſuch circumſtances as I did not know ; 


but I could get nothing out of him but a repetition of 


his inſtances to marry him. In the name of God let us 
put an end to it, ſaid he a thouſand times in a mo- 
ment, it is the intention of Fincer, it is the intention of 
Tenermill. Do you not ſee, that, without a little haſte, 
our happineſs yet runs ſome riſques? I ſhall have 
time to give you an account of every thing you deſire 
to know, but do not let us delay the ceremony. LI en- 
deavoured ſtill to interrupt him, by repreſenting, that 
being in @ catholick country, we mult not think that 
the ceremonies of the church could bg ſo ſlightly 
paſſed over as in Ireland. I would have added, that 
a letter from Tenermill and Fincer was not ſufficient 
to give me thoſe certainties I could have wiſhed for, 
The approbation of the king, and of the two biſhops 
that repreſented the clergy ot England, was an autho- 
rity that I would not pretend to conteſt ; but it ſeemed 
to me, that this approbation ought to have been pub- 
lilked with other meaſures; and moreover, I could. 
not get over the difficulty that aroſe in relation to 


the dioceſan biſhop. Theſe reaſons would have had 


the force of making me reſiſt all the ſolicitations in 
the world. But it was not poſſible to make him hear 
them. The ardent Patrick, not liſtening to ary thing 
but kis oa tranſports, was going to lay hold of my 
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arm to help me to lift up my hand, and was out of 


breath in conjuring me to give them my benediction. 


I é had need of ſome event, ſuch as unexpectedly 
happened all of a ſudden, to deliver me from ſo obſti. 
nate a perſecution. My ſiſter- in law having found 
means to eſcape from the Count's houſe, got into the 
firſt coach in her way, and not doubting from the dif. 
courſe ſhe had heard, but that the marriage of Pa. 
trick and Mademoiſelle de L —— would be ſolemnized 


the ſame day, ſhe took the road to Saiſons, with all 


the tranſports of a lover, and all the fury of a wite, 
in order to diſturb a ceremony, to which it was falſe 
that ſhe had given a free conſent. Her father had 
employed force in procuring her hand writing In 
the indignation, with which he was filled againſt Pa- 
trick, be had rejected no means to take away his 
daughter from hin; and Tenermill perhaps owed 


the favourable diſpoſitions Fincer had for him, leſs to 


his eſteem, than to the hatred he bore his brother. 
The unhappy Sarah became the victim of this rcſent- 
ment. Fincer did not bluſh to make her ſign a con- 
ſent whether ſhe would or not, againſt which ſhe 
never ceaſed proteſting. He was ſhut up with her in 
a room, and ſeizing her by the arm he guided her 
hand. Afterwards committing this infamous piece 
to Tenermill, he exhorted him to make the due uſe 
of it without delay, and this in reality was the con- 
ſent, from whence they had taken all their meaſures, 
as they had declared them to me in their letters. The 


Counteſs was ignorant of this violence, and Tener- 


mill himſelf did not know how far Fincer had car- 
ried it. They both of them ſwore to me afterwards 
a hundred times, that notwithſtanding the unwilling- 
neſs they knew my ſiſter in law had to the ſepa- 
ration, yet they were perſwaded, by ſeeing her con- 
ſent ſigned with her name in the hands of her 
father, that ſhe had at length ſubmitted to pa er- 
nal authority; and if they had known, that (be 
had . ſh:d torrents of tears, yet they ſhould have 
looked on them as the remains of a paſſion which 
ſhe laboured to extinguiſh, The care with which 
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Fincer had her guarded by her woman had givea 
firength to their error; for the Counteſs herſelt had 


not the liberty of ſeeing her, and Tenermill, taken 


up in procuring the King's conſent to his marriage, 


had not ſeen her until his return, and after the 


departure of .the .courier who brought his letter to 
me. He had thought to take away all hopes from 
her, and to crown the work of Fincer, by informing 
her that Patrick was ro be married the ſame day, 
and it was he .indeed who gave notice to Made- 
moiſelle de L-— by the Counteſs to return to 
Saiſons, there to receive the matrimonial benedidtion 
from my hand. My ſorrowful ſiſter-in-law, not 
coming to herſelf more from this declaration, 
had deceived the vigilence of her women, and her 
tranſports had not cooled even when ſhe got to 
Saiſons, | „ a 

She took due care we ſhould not have imme- 
diate notice- ot her arrival. Having, on the contra- 
ry, ſtopped all the ſeryants whom ſhe found in her 
way, ſhe opened herſelf, the parlour where we were, 
and chilled our blood by her preſence. The poſture 
of the two lovers, who were ſtanding. oppoſite to me, 
made her, it is probable, believe, that I was ready 
to join their hands, or that perhaps I had already 
began the ceremony; and this ſuſpicion was ſo much 
the more natural, as ſhe might remember the cir- 


cumſtances of her own- marriage, in which I did not 


vſe many more forms. However it was, for I never 
lince had the opportunity of learning the truth from 
herſelf, ſhe advanced towards us with a motion ex- 


preſſive of all her fears, and ſeizing the hand of 


ber huſband: Are they married, ſaid the to me trem- 
bling; I made haſte to anſwer her, that they were 
not. Ah! replied ſhe, without giving me time to add 
one word, do not poliute your hands with ſacrilege! 
you are deceived, if any one has made yon believe 
that I have given my conſent to it. I would ſooner 
bave my life wrung from me by a thouſand tor» 
ments. And caſting herſelf down at the knees of 


Patrick; Take it away from me yourſelf with your 
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oven hands, faid ſhe, diſſolving into tears; ſee my 
boſom, do not fear to ſtrike; I will make no re- 
ſiſtance againſt your wounds! but I do not expect that 
I will ever ſurrender the rights you have given me 
by your oaths; I will maintain them to my laſt 
breath. You are mine, continued the, heaving out a 
thouſand ſobs. I call Heaven and your brother to 
my witneſs. Alas! Have I forfeited my rights ? Have 
I given 'you any reaſon to hate me? What have [ 
done to you, but loved you too much, and without 
ceaſing ſought to pleaſe you? She continued holding 
his hand, although he made ſome efforts to diſen- 
gage it, I know not what attention he gave to her 
diſcourſe ; but he appeared to give much more to 
the motions of Mademoiſelle de L-—, whom he held 
with his other hand, and who, in the confuſion the 
was doubtleſs in, drew it with all her force to get 
from him. He was apparently fearful leſt the ſhould 
get out of the room, and perhaps out of the houſe, 
inſomuch that it was a curious fight to ſee him be- 
tween two women, animated by motives ſo differ - 
ent, who drew him each to her ſide, or rather one 
of whom he drew, whilſt he was drawn by the other, 
One moment, ſaid he to Mademoiſelle de L - , 
caſting a look on her, in which his diſtraction was 
painted, I beg.of you to ſtay one moment. I began 
to fear, leſt indignation [hould ſeize my fiſter-in- 
law, and make her vent her grief in outrages a- 
gainſt her rival. But at the ſame time I was trem- 
| bling for the conſequences of this ſcene ; my aſtonith- 
ment was extreme to ſee it take a turn much more ca- 
pable of moving me. Stay, Mademoiſelle de L-—, ſtay, 
cried the ſorrowful daughter of Fincer, I demand of you 
this complaiſance for me; and will it coſt you dear, 
if it hazards you nothing but to be a ſpectator of your 
own triumph? 1 think you worthy of being beloved, 
ſince you have made ſuch powerful impreſſions on 
the heart of my huſband. But if you love him 
as much as I love him, alas! you underſtand how 
great my torments muſt be] Cannot compaſſion find 
a place with love? Will you miſuſe the aſcendant 
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you have gained over my fate by killing me with 
cruel deſpair? I yield up to you that part you me- 
rit in his love, Let him love you, I conſent to it; 


let him ſee you withont ceaſing; let him live with | 
you; but let him not hate me; let me enjoy the 


name of a wife, and ſuffer me to live with you and 
him, Is it to you that ſuch a diviſion is injurious ? 
Obtain of him for me that part of his heart which 
I have a right to demand, and I wiil never diſpute 
with you that of which you are in poſſeſſion. 
Ha! continued ſhe ; in giving way to the effort I 


made to lift her up, I cannot keep myſelf up any 


longer, my ſtrength ſails me; but I am very glad 
he ſees me in this condition, This is not indeed 
ſickneſs, 'tis anguiſh, *cis deſpair, It depends on 
you, added ſhe, ſtill addrefling herſelf to Made. 
moiſelle de L——, alas! it depends on you to put 
I ſee well, that it is in your hands 


begin to be dear to him, if you take any intere 

in it, Have pity on a woman, who never has of- 
tended you, Why will you be leſs generous than 
I? Would you, that I proſtrate myſelf at your feet ? 


my pride ſhall never murmur at ic; ſuch an action 


will not the more abaſe me; nor is there any ſacri- 


- 


ſcene ſo moving. It ſo ſoftened me into compaſſion, 
that I had not as yet the power to pronounce a ſingle 
word. But I could not ſee my liſter-in-law prepared 
to caſt herſelf on her knees before her rival, without 
feeling a new ſort of emotion, which immediately u- 
nited my . any Ah! what are you going to do, cried 
I, ſtopping her? and are you capable of ſuffering it, 

Mademoiſclle de I. —, turning myſelt to- 
wards her. I ſhould have., added ſomething to this 
rebuke, if ſhe had not prevented me by a ſtep that 
I never expected. With her eyes moiſtened ia tears, 
which a ſentiment of lively compaſſion had forced 
from her, - ſhe threw herſelt , about the neck of my 


ſiſter · in law; whilſt Patrick, as much moved at this 
[ | ER ſight, 
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ſight, as I had been by the former, remained ſpeech. 
leſs and penſive in expectation of what the conſequences 
of theſe things would be. Mademoiſelle de L—— 
Held herſelf for ſome time bending over my fifter-in- 
Jaw's face, againſt which ſhe had fixed her own. I 
| ſhould. be, unworthy to live, ſaid ſhe at length, if I 
were not ſenſible of the price of fo much ſweetneſs 
and generoſity. .You ſhall have no reaſon to lament 
my ſentiments or conduct. Live to be happy. If 
there be a neceſſity of any ſacrifices here, IJ am ſenſi- 
ble on whom duty impoſes them, and I ,condemn 
myſelf to them. My example perhaps will have the 
| ſame effect on your huſband, 

Theſe ſentiments would have charmed me, if they 
had not been accompanied with other tears than 
thoſe which I aſcribed to the firſt motions of com- 
paſſion. But they afterwards yielded a torrent, which 
afforded too plain a teſtimony of the violence {he 
did herſelf, and made me foreſee, that they would 
not be as durable as they might have been ſincere. 
Patrick was not taken up with a reflection ſo favour- 
able to his love. Penetrated to the very bottom of 
His heart with a diſcourſe that appeared to him to 
be an infidelity in his miſtreſs, he conſidered little, 
whether the reproaches with which he thought he had 
a right to upbraid her, were a new offence in his 
ſpouie. He lamented himſelf, with tears in his eyes, as 
the moſt ſorlorn of all men; and in the indignation 
of his heart, which-made him pronounce the words, 
ungraſteſul and ferfidigus ; he wilked, perhaps the 
- firit time, for the power of revenging himſelſ by reduc- 
ing himſetf to his duty. My ſiſter- in Jaw, who, ſcarce 
durſt perſwade herſelf that her ſenſes were not decciv- 
ed, out of the goodneſs of her heart, pardoned her 
huſband a reſentment, which ſeemed to confirm what 
ſhe had juſt heard; and pretending togive no attention 
to the complaints that had eſcaped him, ſhe payed 
Made moiſelle de L , by a thoutand cerefles, the 
ſhort ſatisfaction ſhe had received from her words, 
Heaven only knows what turn this converlation 
would have taken, from whence 1 durſt not hitherto 
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8 promiſe myſelf any thing; but in the moment I Was — 
7 addreſſing myſelf to Patrick to moderate his paſſion, „ 
| - and to exhort him to make an effort worthy of him - 1 0 inf 
I ſelf, and of the example of his miſtreſs, an unexpec-' "i 
1 ted piece of intelligence arrived to caſt us into new 1 
ls troubles. Fincer had come with my Lord Tenermill. [3 if 
at They drove cloſe upon the heels of my ſiſter-· in- law, N 
If and Jacin, who luckily ſpied them upon his return 1 of 
1- from Paris, had got the ſtart of them to iaform me ll 
in in time of their near approach. 7 i | 
ne I had not two choices to make. I muſt not only re- Ws 
ceive them, but relate to them what had juſt paſſed 1 
<7 before my eyes. I prayed Mademoiſelle de L — to N 
an retire into the next apartment; and congratulating 
n- her in my turn for the victory ſhe had obtained over 


ch herſelf, L exhorted her, as I led her towards the 
he door, gloriouſly to ſupport a reſolution ſo noble. I 
d left Patrick fitting in an elbow chair ſome paces 


re. from his wife, not doubting in the leaſt, but that, 
Te what his wife might yet add to ſoften him, would 
of ſecond in his heart the reſentments with which L 


to thought he was filled againſt his miſtreſs. But how 
le, unſeatonably did I flatter myſelf in pretending to 
ad W know any thing of love? Mademoiſelle de LI — in 
his paſſing from the chamber turned about her head, and 
,as caſt her eyes on him. 1 obſerved this look; I faw 
ion nothing in it more manifeſt, and declared, than a 
ds, WW languitbing and pining. Nevertheleſs, returning to my 
the place, I began to hope ſomething, from a compliment 
uc- be addreſſed to his wife, with aa air mild and eaſy 
rce eaough; yet I underſtood from his firſt words, what 
1v- WO little grounds I had for my expectations. He got up to 
her tell her, that he never ſhould be in that ſituation du - 
hat ring his whole life; wherein he would not conſerve for 
ion hee a reſpect, which ſhe merited by her goodneſs . 
yed and virtue; but fince ſhe was acquainted with the 
the IU fecrets of his heart, ſie had room to jadge that in 
rds. WW Was not in his power to add any thing to this ſens 
ion ment. I was already near him; but this did not 
to kinder him from turning immediately to the door, 
© Fig $i and 
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ſell in a ſwoon on her chair. The diligence and ap- 
. plications that I could not diſpenſe with myſelf from 


do pertwade her to Jay herſelf under a reſtraint, they 


the fainting and weakneſs in which he ſaw her, and 
Tom henceforth laying a little ſtreſs on the conſent 


Tenermill; but ſince ſhe is ſo obſtinately reſclved to 


— 
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and flying out of the houſe in as much hurry as if 
he had been purſued. | X PLS 
Empoitoned look! which awakened in his heart 
all the power of hope. My ſiſter-in law had re. 
ſiſted all the agitations I have deſcribed ;. but this 
new treachery entirely ſubdued her conſtancy, She 


uſtng about her, made me loſe all thoughts of Pa- 
trick and his miitreſs. I was buſily employed in giv- 
ing her aſſiſtance, when Fincer gave notice of his 
arrival with Tenermill, They came in the moment 
ſhe began to open her eyes, and nothing being: able 


were witneſſes to her firſt Jamentations, | 

This then was enough to make them diſcover one 
part of our adventures. The fevere Fincer, who had 
treated her with fo much rigour, appeared moved at 


he had forced ſrom her, he forthwith ſignified his 
thoughts to me like a man who reproached himſeli 
for bis uſe leſs violence. Nevertheleſs, the conclu- 
fion-of what he ſaid, confirmed me in the thoughts 
I always had cf his character: I reckoned greatly, 
ſaid he, on the meaſures 1 bad taken with my Lord 


live unhappily with a huſband, who has ſo little 
conſideration for her, ſhe mult ſuffer all the rigour 
of a fortune, which ſhe has voluntarily choſen. Te- 
nermill, who during this time was giving her all the 
aſſiſtance, that ſhe yet ſtood in need of, heard this 
kind of determination, that abſolutely ruined his 
hopes ; He came to us, and by way of reaſoning plau- 


able enough repreſented toFincer, that of the two ſides 


he had to chuſe, that method which agreed beſt with 


the honour of our two families, and the particular 


happineſs of his daughter was, without doubt, che 

only one he ought to ſtand upon. e infiſted even 

vpon the thame that weuld reſuſt to Fincer from the 

diſgrace of an cnly daughter, for whom the _—_ 
" wo 
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ticula 
which 
invin 
I hac 
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vain, 
vain 


ought 


would never ſuppoſe, that a huſband would have 
ſhewed ſo much contempt and diſguſt, if he had not 
had very powerful reaſons to weigh down all her 
charms, . The conſequence naturally followed of it- 
ſelf, He muſt, without conſulting her too much, 
make uſe of all the advantages he had over her, and 
ſince we happened to be ſo luckily together, A ought 


to conclude the ceremony of the marriage by a be- 


nediction, that the preſence of a father would render 
inviolable. 

He ſhewed very little delicacy in a propoſal of this 
nature. But I am repreſenting an ambitious- man, 
whoſe very love ſavoured of the principat paſſion that 
ſwayed. his heart. Beſides Tenermill, with all the rea- 


bons I have given, was privately ſtang, that his bro- 


ther, without willing or thinking of it, had inſpired. 
the daughter of Fincer wich thoſe incitaations ſhe re- 
ſuſed to entertain ſor him. | a 

Thus was he a flave to many weakneſſes, when 


he thought he was experiencing only one, and what 


he took for the motions of love, might ſucceſſive- 
ly be the effeRts of many cauſes Jeſs glorions. Ne- 
vertheleſs, what he faid made an impreſſion on Fin- 
cer; but the power that cifpoſes of fortunes and af - 
fections, did not incline her to conſent to his deſires. 

J could not hearken to him withont being offend- 
ed at an obſtiuacy that began to become ſetiouſlſy 
criminal. As long as I was perſuaded by his inti- 
macies with her, and by arrival of Fincer, that 
my ſiſter-in-law might be brought to ſome voluntary 
compoſition, E gave way to this hope, and the real 


advantage of two ſamilies prevailed over my par- 


ticular repugnances. But after what I had ſeen, of 
which I had a ſhare yet beſore my eyes, after fuch 


invincible proofs of oppoſition from my ſiſter-in-law, _ 
I had nothing remaining with me but horror for 


the violence they had employed againſt her. It is in 


vain, ſaid I to Tenermill in a better tone, it is in 
Vain to flatter yourſelf with ſucceſs, to which you 
ought no longer to pretend. The authority of a 
father does not at all juſtify the crime, and from 


13 hence» 
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henceforth it will be a crime in you to renew your 
perſecutions. I heretofore had a better notion of 
your project; but I fee nothing in it now but cruelty 
and injultice, In a word, added I with a reſolute 
air, I know the diſpoſitions of my lady, and in 
her name 1 oppoſe mylelt to every thing that you 


dare attemp' to force her to be your's She ſhall then 


be no body's, anfwered he bluntly; for I have an 
inſtrument of Patrick's proteſt againſt the marriage 
into which you have engaged him; and if you ſup- 
pole any crimes here, I ſee no body but you we have 
a right to accuſe of them. This reproach ſtung me 
to the quick. | Ingrate! cried out I, with tears in my 
eyes, is this the price I ought to receive for my at- 
tection and ſervices? . 

In the mean time, Fincer hearkened to us in ſilence; 
and looking on the double refuſal, which expoſed 
his daughter, according to Tenermill's expreſſion, to 
be no body's, as a bloody outrage on her, he in- 
itantly took. a reſolution more ftrange than any thing 
] have related. You ſhall be all ſatisfied, ſaid he to 
us without apy marks of reſentment ; and taking 
her by the hand with an invitation mild enough to 
remove ſrom her any fear of following him, he preſ- 
ied her to go out with him a moment. I know not 
by what artifice he continued to procure her obedi- 
ence with ſo little reſiſtance ; but diſſembling his de- 
ſigns to the end, he made her ſtep into the chaiſe 
ia which he came, and ſeating himſelf by her, re- 
took the road to Paris without giving us any no» 
tice of his departure. We knew it, nevertheleſs, the 
ſame moment, Tenermill caſt a furious look at me; 
You have colt me my fortune, ſaid he; but if I 


find my ſuſpicions juſt, beware of my vengeance. 1 


was going to anſwer him with a good deal of con- 
fuſion; he was already at the door of the chamber, 
and leaving the houſe on foot, for want of other con- 
- veniencies, he went away without any other attend» 
ants but his lacquey. 4 4%; 

The trouble Il was in did not hinder me from 
chinking, tat Mademoiſzlle de L—— and Patrick 
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might be alone in the next apartment. I went to 


them to inquire what explanation they could give: 
of the precipitate departure of Fincer and his daugh- 
ter. Having looked for them in vain, I was inform-- 
ed, to compleat my diſorder, that they went away 
immediately after the arrival of Fiacer. They did 
not leave me any infight into their deſigns, and I 
ſaw myſelf thus left alone, with the mortal regret 
of not knowing what I had next to do, nor with 
what I was menaced. 

Religion might inſpire me with patience, but it 
could not inform me on what fide I ought to turn 


myſelf in this inextricable labyrinth. My only re- 


fource was to diſpatch Jacin to Paris, to inform him 
ſelf only of the ſituation of ſo many ſenſeleſs extra- 
vagants, who ſeemed voluntarily to renounce every 
ſhadow of prudence and reaſon. I waited. for his. 
return with an impatience as great as my fears. 


Night being paſſed over before he could find the. 


means of executing my orders, might reckon this 
rightful interval for one of the. moſt cruel trials 
to which Heaven had yet put my virtue. At length. 


I ſaw him arrive in the morning, and he brought 


me two letters from my brothers. Without giv- 
ing me time to read them, he told me that Fincer 
had not returned to the Count de 8 's houſe; and 
that having ſent for his trunks to the place where 
he had gone to, he, without delay, had taken poſt 
with his daughter for Denmark. He had himſelf 
declared his departure to the Count's domeſticks, 
who had conveyed to him his luggage, and with- 
out ſuffering a ſingle complaint or reproach to fall 
from him, he would not let them return to their 
maſter till the moment he had got into: bis chaiſe. 
Tenermill, who was at the Count's, had heard this news 
with tranſports near a-kin to deſpair, and he was. 
in this diſpoſitioa when he put pe to paper to write 
* me. 

As to. Patrick, Jacin could not diſores, 10 hst 


place he had retired; but having gone many times 
2 the houſe of Mademoiſelle de ＋—, with the 
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hopes of finding him there, at length a ſervant put 
Ipto his hand the letter he brought me, without 
giving him any further account, which made me 
jodge, faid Jacin, that my brother had taken his 
miſtreſs's houſe ſor his retreat; nevertheleſs, he was 
alſo perſuaded that Mademoiſelle de L—— was not 
with him there. He earneſtly requeſted the honour 
of ſeeing her, and they were all ſteady in their an- 
{wers, not only that ſhe bad not returned there yet, 
but that they did not know how long her abſence 
would continue, Without doubt, added Jacin, you 
will find cther lights in your letters. 

I opened them trembling. That of Tenermill be- 
erayed in it all the haughtineſs of his character. 
He told me without reſerve, that I had by the ſame 
Rroke ruined his fortune and repoſe ; that ſince 1 
had ſmitren him in two places ſo ſenſible and grievous, 
I ſhould no. longer expect any thing from him but 
att immortal hatred ; that he declared his reſent- 
ment to me, and I ſhould give thanks to my pro- 
feſhon for limiting him to thoughts alone, It I 
loved my ſafety, I ſhould fear to provoke his anger 
by expoſing my odious figure to his eyes. He hugged 
himſelf upon the order he found at Paris, command- 
Ig him to repair to his regiment, which would paſs 
the ſeas with the firſt opportunity, It was a plea» 
ſure to him to be removed far from the place where 
I inhabited, and the diſpoſitien he found he had to- 
wards me, upon his leaving France, he ſwore he would 
retain his whole life. LE | 

' © Heaven! cried I, ſhedding a torrent of tears, 
by whom am I treated with fo much haughtineſs and 
diſdain ? Is it by a brother, to whom I never prayed 
for any thing but the moſt precious favours of hea- 
ven and of fortune ? on whom do thy menaces fall, 
furious Tenermill ? Is it not upon thyſelf, who de- 
priveſt thyſelf of .thoſe aids, which you have ever 
drawn from my tenderneſs and ſervices? Whilſt I 
reſented his injuries fo bitterly, the hopes of findirg 
- ſome conſolation in the ſweetneſs and friendſhip of 
"Patrick, made me pen my fecond letter, Rant, 
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of it was more moderate; but how great, nevertheleſs, 


was my ſurprize and grief to ſee in it, with leſs paſ- 


ſion, the ſame reſolution of breaking abſojutely with 
me, and if-not declarations of hatred, at leaſt the 
language of an ulcerated heart, who called me the 
author of all his misfortunes, and abſolutely dit- 
claimed my friendſhip and - advice. I had made 
a conſcience, ſaid Patrick in his letter, of reſiſt. 
ing the inclinations of the daughter of Tincer : 
Ah! why had not I been aſhamed in Ireland of do- 
ing a mortal violence to bis? 1 had believed my 
conſcience bound by the ceremonies of the church, 
was it leſs bound by the laws of nature; when I 
had openly violated them to marry him againſt bis 
will? Did he aſk more for making him happy, than 
I had done to throw him into an abyſs of miſ- 
fortunes ? In fine, if the authority of the King, the 
power of the biſhops, as well as that of a father, if 
the approbation of all our family united together had 
not power to make me ſurmount imaginary dif- 
ficulties ; why had I more deference in Ireland te 
my own peculiar caprices ? He then concluded, that 
he had as little dependence on my underſtanding as 
my friendſhip; and if he did not forbid me in words 


as injurious as Tenermill, ever to preſent before his 


eyes my 'odious figure, he adviſed me no longer to 
take the leaſt ſhare in bis affairs, not being able to 
anſwer, faid he, how far the excefs of his reſent - 
ment might be capable of hurrying him againſt thoſe 
wha oppoſed themſelves to his marriage. 

Whatever difference I could find between theſe 
two letters, I ſaw at the bottom, that they both 
proceeded from two hearts equally exaſperated, the 
expreſſions of each correſponding mutually: to their 
natural characters. Friendſtip appeared to me to be 
extinguiſhed between us for ever: For ſuppoſing there 
were greater hopes of a converſion from the natural 
mildneis of Patrick, I had, nevertheleſs, a glimpſe, 
that he would put our reconciliation at a price to 


Thich. ĩt would be impoſſible I could ſubmit. All his 
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ſophiſtry could never change the opinion I had of 
my duty. The exceſs of reſentment, by which he 
flattered himſelf, perhaps, that he could terriſy me, 
was not at all capable of cooling me in an oppoſition 
to his marriage. I conſequently foreſaw_a war as 
open with him, as that which his brother had declared 
againſt me; and if charity did, on this account, 


make me ſhed tears of blood, I found from juſtice 


wherewithal to ſatisfy myſelf againſt the very weaks 


— of my own heart. With what ardour, ne. 


theleſs, did I not pray to Heaven to ſtop the ha- 


tred and, diviſions that menaced our unhappy fa- 


mily ? But did I not do every, thing in my power to 
prevent them? My tenderneſs and my cares, were 
they ever flackened? My zeal itſelf, had it any thing 


in it too bitter? And in the confidence with which I 
repoſed myſelf on the projects, of which they made a 


long time ſo great a myſtery, did I not enter into them 
with more moderation and complaiſance than perhaps 
they ought to have expected from a man of my 
profeſſion 2 Whenever in reality they opened to me 
any method of reconciliation, not wounding the 
rights of humanity, nor the laws of the church, 
with what joy did 1 not immediately offer my con- 
fent and ſervice? Theſe were ſome of the reflections 
I made upon the letters for the reſt of the day, 
when Heaven ſtarted in me a thought, from whence 
I yet promiſed myſelf a delay, at leaſt to this do- 
meſtick war, which I had not. flattered myſelf io 
have been able longer to avoid; and the ardour, 
with which I laid hold of this ray of hope, was 
to me as it were a new pledge of the integrity of my 


intentions. 


In admiring the conſtancy of my ſiſter - in · law, 
who bad ſupported herſelf with as much reſolution 


as affection againſt the ſolicitations and even vio- 


lences by which they endeavoured to oblige her to 


conſent to a divorce, I obſerved. that the means they 
bad employed were capable only of making a woman 
rebel, who ſaw herſelf treated with ſo little addrefs 


and management. Tenermill had deceived her a long 
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time by falſe promiſes, or at leaſt by giving her hopes. 
that he would ſoon. make her more happy, and. that 


would infallibly help to re eſtabliſh peace in our 
family; he had given her room to flatter herſelf 
that it was by reconciling her to her huſband ;, 
he pretended to ſerve her: And the quiet which, 
the had appeared to enjoy until the arrival of. Fincer, 
was built only upon this foundation. She had taken 
part with thoſe notions at Saiſons; and perhaps 
had never yet thought her happineſs fo certain, as 
when ſhe was informed that her father was at Paris, 
and that he preſſed Tenermill to come with bea 
Tpeedily to him. Nevertheleſs, the firſt explanations 


ſhe received of thoſe things, not. only deſtroyed ſo 


ſweet an expectation, but mortally. perplexed her by 
a propoſal of a new marriage, which made the 
thoughts of a divorce *'yet more terrible. To her 
refuſing to conſent to this ſcheme, they gave no an- 
ſwers but by abſolute commands, and the weight 
of paternal authority. Their words were ſucceeded 
by violence. What method was this to gain over 


the mind of a woman, and to wrench from her heart 
2 paſſion, which ſhe had made her idol. 


But TI fancied, if |} myſelf ſhould take a way more 
mild, by endeavouring to perſuade her, that ſhe in 
vain made reſiſtance againſt the melancholy neceſſity 
impoſed on her, and if 1 ſhould make her underſtand 
all the oppoſitions 1 had found in the heart of her 


huſband towards bringing him back to. his duty with 
which ſhe ſeemed yet to flatter herſelf, I ſhould at 


length make her drop thoſe fatal hopes, which were 
the poiſon out of which all her troubles were com- 
pounded, and I ſhould perhaps lead her to defire, for 
her own repoſe, . that my brother ſhould haſten to 
enter into the laſt engagements with her rival. 
There was a neceſſity of determining myſelf to go 
to Denmark; for the execution of ſo great an en- 
terprize as to tranſa ſuch an affair by an inter» 


the choice he had made of writing to her father 


courle of letters, would be a method too flow and 
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too uncertain. What numbers of objections would 
be made, to which I foreſaw I muſt make anſwers, 
and which I could never remove entirely by writing ? 
But neither the fatigne nor the dangers of the jour. 
ney were capable of ſtopping my zeal; I hugged 
myſelf with the thought, which I took for an inſpi- 
ration of heaven itſelf; and. I did nothing but ſtrength» 
en myſelf in this reſolution, | 


I WAS ſo far from changing my mind at my up- 
riſing, that I employed all my cares in making 
preparations for my departure. There remained on- 
ly one difficulty that could occaſion me any doubt. 
I withed that my brothers had been informed of my 
deſign ; but I hefitated upon the manner of giving 
them an intimation of it; and not daring to truſt it 
to a letter, I conſidered of chuſing no other interpre- 
ter than myſelf. Nevertheleſs, f could not forget 
their menaces. They were both, one and the other 
of them, in the firſt heat of their reſentment; and I 
doubted whether they were diſpoſed to hear me, or 
were capable of giving due caution and reſpect to their 
expreſſions. I choſe a medium, which was to com- 
municate to them one part of my deſign by letter, 
and de mand a private meeting to lay open to them 


the remainder of it. Reckoning that my eagerneſs 


to ſerve them would be conſidered as a fort of juſ- 
tification, I was reſolved not to ſpeak of the late 
ſcenes, .nor of the harſhneſs with which they 

treated me in their letters, I charged Jacin with 
my commiſſion, and gave him authority to add to 
it whatever he judged proper to reclaim ſuch ill 
diſpoſed minds. He returned to me in leſs than an 
our, with this mortifying anſwer, that they would 
neither ſee me nor receive my letters. They were 
obſtinately bent, as it were by conſent, to break all 
kiads of meaſures with me, and the only difference 
between them was, that Tenermill anſwered Jacia 


with his own mouth, . inſtead of which Patrick, 


{ whoſe reſidence at the houſe of Mademoiſelle 


de Lon was no longer à ſgeret, ) ſent his e 
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by a ſervant. I lamented their paſſion ; and, far from 

being ditheartened, I drew from thence new courage 
to enterprize a matter that I had not dared to 
riſque at firſt. The confirmation of Patrick's retreat 
was another reaſon that ought to animate me. With 
what view, and by what forgetfulneſs of common 
decency had he choſen the houſe of his miſtreſs to 
lodge in? The ſuſpicions ariſing in my mind, in 
proportion as my reflections enlarged themſelves upon 
this thought, did not ſuffer me to delay my depart- 
ure a moment. I trembled already to touch upon 
any of thoſe fatal circumſtances, in which noiſe and 


clamour would, in the end, take place of advice and 


de ars. 

In the mean time, I choſe to go directly to the 
Count's, from whom, or from the Counteſs, I had 
hopes of drawing ſome hints, that might. give me a 
a little light. My arrival there could not be a ſecret, 
and my deſign was not to have it ſo; Such a precau- 


tion, nevertheleſs, was neceſſary, had it been poſſible. 


 T had ſcarce got into the Count's apartment, when 
Tenermill, underſtanding I was ſo near him, ordered 
his' horfes to his chaiſe, and went off to St Germain. 
I was advertiſed of his departure, whilt J was in- 
quiring- from my ſiſter and her huſband the reaſon 
of all the frenzy that tranſported him. I found by 
this account, from whom it was he had a- mind to 
remove himſelf, and I vented-my grief in- ſome ſighs. 
The Count and his ſpouſe were cruelly afflicted at 
. this diſorder. They related to me how great his 
tranſports were upon hearing of the flight of Fincer 
and his daughter, and they did not diſſe rable it, that 
aſcribing to me the loſs of his fortune and happineſs, 
he was perhaps my enemy without hopes of a recon- 
eiliation. | TEA: 


Do you condemn me, ſaid I, with a voice ſank by 
grief; and do you think that the laws of heaven 


and earth would ſuffer me to-obſerve any other con- 
duct? They anſwered, in a little confuſion, that it 
did not belong to them to decide the matter, and 
| Ubat moreover they had no party to chuſe among 
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perſons ſo dear. From hence I conceived, that if I 
ought not to fear their abandoning my intereſts, L 
could count no more upon engaging them in any 
ſtep diſpleaſing to my brothers. I embraced the 


Count: Your goodneſs, ſaid I, is known to me by 


a hundred proofs, and I commend the equality yau 
ſhew by thus dividing yourſelves. But do not you 
ſee, that your triendlhip for them is converted igto- 
cruelty, if you do not put a ſtop to their ruin? 
How have you ſuffered Patrick to abuſe the weak- 
neſs of Mademoiſelle de L „ even to obtain her 
conſent to lodge him in her houſe? Is not this a 
ſhameful diſorder, npon which my duty does not 
permit me to be ſilent? They both caſt down their 
eyes. My ſyfpicions became more urgent. Explain 
yourſelves then, faid I, and do not leave me under 
an uncertainty that diſturbs all my blood. You 
demand of us, anſwered the Count coldly, what we 


ought not to inform you of, what we have ſworn not 


to diſcover to any perſon in the world, and what you 
would have thought yourſelf obliged to conceal, if it 
were committed to you under the ſame trnit, But 


ſeeing my co2fuſion increaſe, do not, added he, en- 


tertatn a ſuſpicion, that wounds the honour of Ma- 
demoiſelle de L——, and it is. your brother who muſk 
reveal this ſecret to yous _ | 
The conſuſion of my thoughts did not permit 
me to hear what was proper to encourage me in his 
diſcourſe, and forgetting even the deſign I had of 
declaring to them the project of my journey, I aſked 
permiſſio i to leave them, in order to go immediate] 


to Patrick. I was reſolyed to enter boldly into the 


houſe of Mademoiſelle de Lo, without giving 


any notice of my viſit z upon which none of the 


ſervants would dare oppoſe my paſſage. The ex» 


ample of Tenermill made me fear leaſt Patrick ſhould. 


take advantage of the leaſt hint to make his eſcape. 

L will accoſt him in ſpite of his teeth, faid I, walk- 

ing up alone with a motion that gave .me'-ſpyrits ; I 

will oblige him to ſpeak to me: Do not let him hope 

to find me as caſy to be deceived as I was en 
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I will naveil this odious myſiery, that they labour to 
— — from me with ſo much care; and though 
it ſhould coſt me my life, I will top the progreſs of 
a diſorder. which I have come too late to the know- 
ledge of to combat in, its birth. I muſt, confeſs 
here that the moſt upright zeal is ſubje& to many 
illuſions, and J have ſometimes need of theſe exam- 
ples to reduce mine to more juſt bounds. 

1 went into the houſe where I was ſure of find- 
ing Patrick. Far from being Ropped by any ob- 


| Racle, I met not one ſervant who did not treat 


me with a reſpe& that they thought due to their 
maſter's brother; and I obſerved only an embar- 


raſſment, which appeared equal in all their anſwers, 


when I preſſed them to ſhew me the way to my bro- 


. ther's apartment. However, not being able to find 


it without a guide in ſo large a houſe, of which 
I did 'not know the windings, I aſked for his va- 


let de chambre, the fame feryant with whom he 
was ſo much diffatisfied in Ireland, and whom I 


eſtabliſhed- in his good graces' after our arrival at 
Saiſons. He appeared to me with an air of even 
more conſternation than the others, and commend- 


mg their ſilence, he whiſpered in my ear to go 


with him aſide into a remote chamber, where he 
promiſed to give me ſuch lights as he would not do 
oy body but me. h 

I followed him with eagerneſs. -You ought not 


fuaid he at length, to be offended at the refuſal of 


all the ſervants here to introduce you to my maſter's 
chamber. He will receive no body here, and 
the anſwer he directed to be given you yeſterday, 


might make you- underſtand, that his orders re- 


garded you in a more particular manner. But with 
whatever reſentment he is exaſperated againſt you, 
I know; added he; the extent of the tenderneſs 
and reſpect he bears you, and I cannot imagine that 
his anger will reſiſt them long. I have diſcqgered 
alſo, that the care he takes of removing you from 


the knowledge of his affairs, is anly occaſioned by 
_ a fear of finding you not well diſpoſed to approve 
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them; and I am, on the contrary, perſuaded, that 
you will not condemn altogether his conduct, if you 
knew with what meaſures it has been always re- 
zulated. | 

This is the cauſe, faid he, that makes me paſs 
more eafily over the ſcruple, which would oblige 
me to ſilence with all the world but you; and, con- 
juring me to make a prudent uſe of the confidence 
he placed in me, he told me, that his maſter was 
married two days before, that is on the night of 


much maſter of myſelf to ſuppreſs the marks of my 
grief at this firange news. And you praiſe his con- 
duct, cried I, when he makes himſelf guilty of the 


moſt ſhameful irregularny? | 


rupted this honeſt valet ; it is by the circumſtances 
I think him juſtified. He reſumed his ſtory. After 


willing to avoid meeting Mr Fincer, watched the 
moment of his arrival, and retaking the- road to 
Paris as ſoon as he ſaw him engaged with you, he 
brought here Mademoiſelle de —, with whom 


ſeruple ſhe herſelf raiſed of being too long with 


reſolutions it imported” him to know. He did not 
find. him till towards the evening at the Count's, 
when one came from Mr Fincer for his trunks, which 
they did not refuſe ſending him. The news of the 
departure of him and his daughter, produced in the 
two brothers very different impreſſions; while my Lord 
Tenermill thought he found in it a reaſon for giving 
himſelf up to defpair, my maſter, without taking 
the leaſt ſhare in the affliction of his brother, per- 
faaded himſelf, that this flight was a favour from 
heaven; and keeping cloſe to the thoughts that 
ſprang up in him upon this occaſion, he immediately 
got out of the hands of my. Lord thoſe inſtruments 
that had been prepared for his divorce. . Jacin "_ 
. dur 


the ſame day he had left Saiſons. I was not fo 


Do not condemn us without a hearing, inter- 


having left you, ſaid he, my maſter, who was 


he continued but a ſhort time, occaſioned ' by a 


him alone without a witneſs: He went abroad with 
| the hopes of meeting my Lord Tenermill, whoſe 
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ed with theſe aſſiſtances, upon which he had eſta- 
bliſbed all his views. It was at this juncture that your 
letter came to him. He had given orders upon his 


arrival that the door ſhould be ſhut againſt all the 
world ; and fearing from you ſome new obſtacle t9 


the deſign he had 1n 2 his commands were 
more particular to exclude every body coming from 


you. Nevertheleſs, the obſtinacy of Jacin, who 
would not be repulſed by all our refuſals, made him 
relobve to anſwer you. I was witneſs of the irreſo. 
lution wich w:1ica he ſeveral times began anew his 
letter, as it it nad been a matter of great import - 
ance to him to regulate his ſtile well; and from ſome 
words that he dropped, I do not doubt but he writ 
to you in the molt proper manner to take away the 
deſire you might have of oppoſing his enterpriz:, 
I was ignorant till night in what all theſe motions, 
with which I ſaw him diturbed, would end: His 
diſcourſes with Mademoiſelle de I were exceed- 
ing lively ; and I began to be amazed, that after hav- 
ing made a difficulty of ſuffering him too long with 
her alone, ſhe had ſo ſoon got rid of this ſcruple. 
In fine, thę dy being apparently prevailed upon to 
follow his reſolations, they went together. to St. Ger- 
main without any other ſervant but me. We alighted 
at the caſtle, where my ſervices becoming more ne- 
ceſſary to him, he declared to me, that he was going 
to unite his deſtiny to that of Mademoiſelle de L—, 
and that he had for that purpoſe occaſion of an Eng- 
liſh biſhop, whoſe apartment he ordered me to inquire 
for. Having found it without difficulty, be atquainted 
this prelate with his name, and the ſubject of his-vi- 
fit. The inſtruments he produced confirmed his 
words ; he had nothing to do but to furniſh a matter, 
which had been concluded in the ſame place, and the 
execution of which met with leſs difficulty in the 
king's chapel than that at Paris: So the biſhop made 
but few objections. They called in ſome vitneſſes, 
and towards midnight my maſter received the nuptial 
benediction with ſuch motions of joy, that he could. 
ſharee-edibtaige: mn } Saab 
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Some hours being taken up in preparing the ma» 
trimonial certificate, arid a few other matters of 
form, we could not get back to Paris before day. 
In going up with my maſter to the apartment of 
Mademoiſelle de L——, I confeſs I could not think 
without trembling, that he was, without doubt, going 
to take poſſeſſion of thoſe rights, which ſhe had juſt 


given him over her, whilſt I had before my eyes 
the lively image of what paſſed that evening at 


Saiſons, and that having obſerved, with too much 
curioſity. perhaps, all the ſteps of my lady, I recal- 
led to my memory the conſtant oppoſition ſhe had 
given to her ſeparation. 1 had occaſion of all the in- 
fluences of reſpect to ſmother thoſe ſorrowful reflec- 
tions. But when 1 expected from my maſter his or- 


ders for undreſſing him, inſtead thereof, I received 


a command from Mademoiſelle de L. to call 
up all her ſervants. While I was doing this, ſhe made 
all her women continue about her, as if ſhe was ap- 
prehenſive leſt people might reproach her for having 
been alone with her huſband ; and when had brought 
her ſervants to her, ſhe declared to them, without 
ſpeaking of her marriage, that being under a neceſ- 
ſity of ſome time abſenting herſelf, for ſhe left to my 
maſter the care of her houſe, and gave him all the 
authority the had over them. She made no delay, 
but to take a light breaktaſt. The ſame coach that 
had carried us to St Germain, had been ordered to 
wait at the gate. She got into it with my maſter, ac- 
companied by a woman who had been her governante 
ſrom her infancy, and I was till the only ſervant 
who had orders to follow them: She drove to the 
new convent of Engliſh puns, where, upon a letter 
of recommendation procured frem the Biſhop who 
celebrated her marriage, the was received by the ſu · 
perior with great politeneſs and diltin&i-1n. My maſ- 


ter often mentioned her by the name of his wife, in 


ſpeaking of her to the ſuperior ; and not laying him- 
felt ur der any further reſtraint before any. body, upon 
taking his leave, he gave her a thouſand paſſionate kiſſes. 
At his return he took me aſide in private. He laid a good 
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deal of fireſs upon the renewal of his confidence, and 


„charging me to keep ſecret all I had ſeen, he did not 


conceal from me, that the retreat of Mademoiſelle de' 
L — into the convent, where he had left her, pro- 
ceeded from the ſcruples which ſhe yet oppoſed to his 
happineſs. She ſubmirted to his defires upon this 
condition only, from the hope he had ſucceſsfully 
given her, that Fincer, upon getting an account of 
their marriage, would immediately diſpoſe of his 
daughter. Mademoiſelle de L——— was reſolved to 
wait till this event was unravelled, before the would 
live with him, and publickly take on her the quality 
of his ſpouſe. All the difficulty confiſts then at pre- 
ſent, added Patrick's confident, in giving Mr Fincer 
notice, that my maſter is at length married to Ma- 
demoiſelle de . by the ceremonies of the church. 
It is in finding out a certain way of doing this, that 
we are alone employed; and, during this . he 
is reſolved to avoid yon, in appearance out of fear, 
leſt you ſhould dive into a conduct, that he would not 
expoſe to your reproaches, and which he has truſted 
to nobody but my Lord Tenermill, and to the Count 
and Counteſs of 8 * 15 

I had time, during this ſtory, to recover myſelf 
from all the agitations that the beginning of it had 
given me. The modeſt retreat of Mademoiſelle de 

— made a little amends for the temerity of her 
— z and with whatever eye I could look upon 
fo indiſcreet a ſtep, the meaſures with which it was 
accompanied, made it indeed appear leſs criminal. 
However, I thought it no leſs true, that an engage- 
ment of this nature conld not paſs for any thing but 
a culpable abuſe of the eccleſiaſtical ceremonies, at 


leaſt onithe part of my brother and Mademoiſelle de 


L » who ought not to have diſguiſed the ob- 
- ſtacle that ſhould have ſtood in their way. I juſtified 
the Engliſh Biſhop, and the King . himſelf, from 
"the care that Tenermill had taken to conceal the 
reſiſtances of Fincer's daughter. They had given 
their deciſion upon the teſtimony of her father, 
upon that of my brothers, and even upon her own 
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conſent, to which they extorted -her hand whether 
ſhe would or not. This was an excuſe that charity 
furniſhed me with in their behalf. But all my rea- 
ſons not leading me further to believe, that Mademoi- 
ſelle de L—— and my brother could be juſtified by 
any excuſe, I continued convinced, that under even 
the ſuppoſition of a future confent of Fincer and his 
daughter, an union fo little lawful ought to be re- 
newed, to give it the merit of a marriage, 

I did not impart theſe reflections to Patrick's va- 
let; but that did not hinder. me of taking occaſion 


from this ſtory to confirm my intended deſign of 


making a journey to Denmark. I conſidered, that 


without an obſlinacy to keep up her paſſion, Sa- 


rah Fincer, to whom I durſt no longer give the 
name of ſiſter-in-law, , would neceſſarily loſe all 
remains of hope, when ſhe heard of the mar- 
riage of her hufband. After a ſtep of this na- 
ture, ſhe could no longer flatter herſelf with the 
thoughts of bringing him back to her. Beſides, what 
had ſhe ever to oppoſe to thoſe inſtruments, upon the 
ſtrength of which he founded his proceedings? Her 
conſent, it is true, was not in the beſt form; but 
would my teſtimony, which was the only point from 
whence ſhe could hope to draw any aid, be ſufficient 
to give credit to her exceptions? Thus her proteſta · 
tions and complaints, not paſſing from henceforth for 
any thing but the repinings of an inconſtant wo- 
man, who ſeemed to repent of an act, which the 
publick would be conyinced ſhe had ſigned voluntari- 
ly, there would remain no other reſource for her but 
patience and forgetfulneſs. I made account, that 
by the force of my inſtances and pains, I ſhould bring 
Her to reliſh ſuch powerful reaſons, to make her 
abandon an ingrate, and 1 ſhould corroborate myſelf 
alſo, in order to ſerve a guilty brother, with every 


thing that I found moſt blameable and moſt odious 


in his conduct. 


\ 


In the mean time, my eagerneſs to ſee him being. 


as much cooled by my indignation, as by the tran» 
quillity in which I was upon the ſcore of Mademoiſelle 
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>. OL 1 declared to the valet de chambre, that ! 


would not expoſe him to the diſpleaſure of his maſter, 
by opening to me his door againſt bis will. What ! 
have heard, ſaid I, is ſufficient to regulate my reſo- 
lutions. Inform him not that you have ſeen me, or 
at leaſt, let him not know that I have the ſmalleſt 
ſuſpicion of his marriage. It would be too afflicting 
to me, that he ſhould look on the ſervice I thosght 
to do him, as a mark of my approbation of his con- 
duct. But tell him, if you think it nece ſſary for his 
repoſe, that knowing him to be obſtinate in violating 
his duty, I have voluntarily taken the reſolution of 
going to Denmark, only with the view of dimigith- 
ing the ſubject of his remorſe, by perſuading, if it be 
poſſible, his unhappy wife, to grant ſuch conſent as 
Exhort him to moderation until my re- 
turn, and if he ſhall think he owes any acknowledg- 
ment to me for my zeal, charge him in my abſence 
to bring back alſo his brother Tenermill to more mo- 
derate ſentiments, It cannot without doubt but be 
obſerved, with what facility my love for thoſe two 
ingrates aſſumed the aſcendant over all the murmurs 
of my heart, and how little theſe ſacrifices colt me 
in favour of peace and friendſhip. | 
The thoughts of my journey becoming inſtantly 
my only employment, I did not paſs by the Count's 
without imparting to him a reſolution; in the exe- 
cution of which 1 foreſaw his friendſhip would find 
many difficulties. He commended my intentions, 
but having formed to himſelf a very juſt idea df, the 
character and diſpoſition of Fincer, he repreſented to 
me in lively colours all I had to fear from his ha- 
tred. I know, ſaid he, from the accounts of my 
ſervants, with what harſhneſs and rigour he is ca- 
pable of treating even his daughter. Exaſperated 
ber regret for leaving France, and taking offence 


at Her moſt tender complaints, he threatened to 


"put her to death with his own. hand, if ſhe re- 
*fuled tollowing him; and it was by horrible impre- 
*Ext1ons that he forced her to ſuppreſs her tears. upon 
Ae inte the chaiſe, Judge, continued the Count, 
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what it is you are to expect: Your errand will only 
help to kindle up his reſentment; and he will look 
on abuſive reproaches as the leaſt effet you may 
fear from his vengeance. The Counteſs laboured al- 
ſo to augment my alarms by-a thouſand other fatal 
predictions z and laying a ſtreſs on her compaſſion for 
Sarah, What neceſſity is there, ſaid ſhe, to go and 
renew her troubles, by bringing her misfortune under 
her eyes? Ought an unfortunate woman, who per- 


haps has death near her heart, be purſued even to 


her grave? I interrupted her: Neither my words nor 
applications, anſwered 1, ſhall have any thing in them 
that can give her offence. You talk of purſuing her, 
on the contrary, it is aid and conſolation I think 
to carry her. Moreover, added I, this is to loſe 
fight of the principal motive of my journey, and 1 
am not pleaſed to fee you forget, that this ſtep is ne- 
cefſary to repair a temerity, from whence. your bro- 
ther has nothing but unhappy . conſequences to 
hope. 8 N : 

I gave them alſo to underſtand, that there were few 
objections ſtrong enough to cool me, when I thought 
I was called by duty. What I drew moſt profit- 
able from the advice of the Count, was a detail of 
inſtructions for the road I was to take, and which 
he was well acquainted with, having made the jour- 
ney many times during the war. They helped to 
ſpare me many unprofitable fatigues, in giving me 
the opportunity of meeting what would poflibly have 
eſcaped all my inquiries, bad I taken the common 


road. Nevertheleſs, not having reaſon to foreſee any 


new adventures to oppoſe my intentions, I employ- 
ed ſome days in making preparations for my jour- 
ney with more pains than I ſhould have taken, had 
I known the ſhort. continuance of it. They were 
interrupted by nothing but ſome efforts I made to 


bring about a reconciliation with Jenermill. I writ - 
to him often to St Germain, and reckoning that he. 


would be affected at leaſt by the new hopes he might 
conceive for his love, I diſcovered to him in my 
laſt letter, that it was his intereſt, as much as his 

Vor- II. SAL brother's 
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brother's that carried me to Denmark. But he ap- 
peared as inſenſible to this, as to the teſtimonies ot 
my affection, and 1 could not, get one word of an- 
ſwer from him. 

I began then my journey with as much ardour as 
reſolution. Jacin compoſed all my train. Inſtead of 
taking the way to Holland, which perhaps would 
have been the ſhorteſt road, I propoſed to myſelf, fol. 
lowing the directions of the Count, to reach Co- 
logne, from whence he had traced out to me a road 
thro? divers towns, where I ſhould never want con- 
veniences or carriages. He counted upon it, that 
by the eaſe and hp of the way I thould reco- 
ver what I loſt by the tediouſneſs of the length ot it, 
Fincer, whay ithout doubt, had the ſame inſtruc- 
tions in taking his journey to France, returned to- 
wards Copenhagen the ſame way. I was ignorant 
of this particular, and the ſtart he had gdt of me not 
giving me reaſon to think I ſhould overtake him, I 
travelled on without making any greater haſte, than 
that of deſiring to be ſoon at the end of my underta- 
king. We had already come near the frontiers, 
when, changing horſes at the poſt houſe, Jacin 

ave me notice, with an air of conſternation, that 
he had got a fight of Ftacer in an adjoining yard; 
and, making further inquiries, had learned, that 
Fincer, having travelled ſome days before to reach 
Flanders, had come back this road with his daugh- 
ter, manifeſtly with a deſign to return to Paris. 
This piece of news cauſed me leſs emotion in itſelf, 


than from the reflections it immediately gave me u- 


pon the cauſe of fo ha'y a return; of which 1 
made many unſerviceable ones, or which, at leaſt, 
ended in nothing but in making me aiight from my 
| chaiſe to regulate my ſteps according to circum- 
ſtances. After ſome moments deliberation, I per- 


ceived myſeli inclined to go directly into the cham- 
ber I ſaw Fiacer po up to, and to confeſs, without 
further ceremony, that I took this journey to follow 
him. But the remembrance of the Count's caution, 
and the paſſions and reſentments he made me 25 
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had, power to put a ſtop to this deſign. On the 
contrary, I choſe to conceal myſelf from the eyes 
of an exaſperated man, from whom I ſaw no means 
of deferding myſelf, ſhould he take it in his head 
to inſult me; and relinquiſhing from henceforth 
my thoughts of Denmark, I determined to return 
to Paris cloſe at his heels, with a reſolution to ob- 
ſerve him. | 


He did not long lay me under the neceſlity of 


keeping myſelf concealed. The impatience he had 


to go forward appearing from all his motions, he, 


ſoon got into the chaiſe with his daughter, and I 
oftentimes heard him recommend ſpeed and diligence 
to his poſt - boy. He was ſcarce gone, when I turn» 
ed with the ſame halte towards Paris. My defign 
was, after this manner to follow him from poſt to 
poſt, cill he came to the place he was bound to. 
Without penetrating into his intentions, I was per- 
ſuaded in the main, that it was ſome new reflection 
upon the adventure of his daughter, that called him 


back towards us, and I could not flatter myſelf, that 


it was in our favour. But it was an advantage to 
have met him; and I thanked Heaven for it as for a 
ſenſible benefit, which gave me an aſſurance of the 
divine protection. 

Upon our arrival at Paris, Fincer and his daugh- 
ter continued for ſome time at the poſt - houſe ; and 
this was another happineſs, . that. being intent to fol- 
low-them cloſer at their heels, in proportion as we 
came near the end of our journey, I kept, neverthe- 
leſs, out of their ſight, in alighting immediately af- 
ter them in the ſame yard. Jacin, to whom I had 
already given my orders, dextrouſly helped to con- 
ceal me. I made him keep a coach in waiting ſome 
paces from the gate ready to take me in. I made 
no haſte to go abroad; but taking care to keep my- 
ſelf aloof, I attentively obſerved every thing that 
paſſed about me. Fincer diſpatched abrgad one of hls 
ſervants, who waited ſome time beſore he returned. 
During this interval he appeared much diſquieted, and, 
on the other hand, his 8 having retired 2 
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the corner of a room, where ſhe ſat down with my fir 
ber woman, ſeemed to be filled with ſome thoughts my 11 
that poſſeſſed her entirely. Her paleneſs and diſquiet- daugl 
ed ſtate excited my compaſſion, At length Fincer's piece 
meſſenger returning, I ſaw them go oft both toge- much 
ther in their chaiſe, 2 changed nothing but of 8a 
their horſes, and my curioſity becoming ſtill more father 
ſtrong, 1 followed them off hand in the coach that conjul 
waited for me. Ss wy | | once 
It would be difficult to expreſs how great my fear this c 
was, when, having tollowed a long time cloſe behind to be 
them, I at length perceived it was the ſtreet where- ___ 
in Mademoiſelle de L—— lived that they were in ſelf fe 
ſearch of. They actually went into it, and my a- be a 
larms redoubled upon ſeeing them ſtop a little dif. the m 
tance from her gate, I had then not the leaſt doubt ourſel 
remaining but they were come there to offer her ſome till th 
outrage; and tho? I knew ſhe was out of their pur- 8 
ſuit, it was enough that Patrick lived in the houſe cions. 
to make me apprehenſive of ſonte fatal ſcene. Never- He 
theleſs, Fincer was of ſuch an advanced age, as one wiſhec 
had no room to judge it apt or natural for him to F ar f. 
commit acts of violence. But is not rage capable of dered 
making up the defects of ſtrength; or at leaſt does name 
it leave freedom of mind enough to be ſenſible of of mj 
its own weakneſs? Þ continued trembling till the mo- title « 
ment I ſaw them alight, and was aſſured, by the tef- depar 
timony of my own eye-ſight, that they went into a vants 
houſe almoſt oppoſite to that I was apprehenſive they ipy b 
| had a mind to enter. The coachman had his orders inforn 
to drive off, and the quiet I ſaw al about, helped brothe 
me enough to remove one part of my fears; but I overta 
was not fo credulons as to believe, that it was chance hopes 
only that made them take up their lodgings ſo near wow” 


_ Mademoiſelle de L. — and Patrick. | 
- © My diſquiet would poflibly have faſtened me a way b 


long time to their gate, if my confidence in Jacin 4 ant 
had not given me room to believe, that I might rit t 
ſafely truſt to him the care of watching them. I re. His h 

tired when I had given bim my Rirections; and oY 1 


driving immediately to the Count de 8 houſe, 
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my firſt care was to give Patrick notice by one of 


my liſter's ſervants, that he had Fincer and his 
daughter for his near neighbours, Such a ſtrange 
piece of news alarmed the Count and Counteſs as 
much as it did me. You ſee, ſaid they, that the tears 
of Sarah have prevailed over the reſentment of her 
father, and that, not laying afide her hopes, ſhe has 
conjured him to bring her back to Paris, to try 
once more to ſoften her infidel, But in taking up 
this conjecture, the rage of Fincer appeared more 
to be dreaded, when he ſhould come to diſcover the 
marriage of my brother, and ſhould reproach him» 
ſeif for having returned to Paris for nothing but to 
be a witneſs with his daughter to a fight of which 
ſhe muſt endure all the diſgrace. Thus we gave 
ourſelves up to a thouſand uncertain reaſonings, 
till the return of my valet, who brought us diſ- 
coveries much more miſchievous than- all our ſuſpi - 
cions. | _ | 

He, had not waited long for the opportunity he 
wiſhed for of talking to ſome of Fincer's ſervants : 
Far from ſeeking to conceal their journey, they or- 
dered to be publiſhed in the neighbourhood the 
name of their miltreſs, that is to ſay, the name 
of my brother, which ſhe continued to bear with the 
title of my lady. In a word, Fincer, upon his 
departure from Paris, had left there one of his ſer- 
vants to follow Patrick in all his motions, and the 
ipy had executed his truſt ſo faithfully, that being 
intormed of, or perhaps being preſent himſelf at my 


brother's marggage, he took poſt immediately to 
'overtake his maſter. Fincer, being driven beyond all 


hopes at a reſolution, which he looked upon as a 
deadly outrage on his daughter, took no counſel 
but from his firk fury, e returned the ſame 
way he went, and among divers projects of revenge, 


without yet fixing upon any thing, he reſolved at 


firſt to take up his lodgings oppoſite to Patrick. 
His hope was to make the diſgrace, with which 
my brother had loaded his daughter, to fall back 
on hinſelf, by ning, that he had two wives, 
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ang conſequently had tricked one or the other. The 
ſervant who gave this account to Jacin added, that 
his maſter would not limit his revenge to that point 
only ; but he was no further informed of the de. 
tail of his projects. 

In the midſt of thoſe vexations, from which we 
could not defend ourſelves, we had immediately this 
one comfort, that the malice of Fincer would be 
at lealt diſappointed in his firſt expectation. The 
marriage of my brother not being publicly known, 
nor even his name enough, ſo as to be much taken 
notice of in ſuch a city as Paris, he had not much 
to fear, that an accuſation of this nature could cauſe 
him all the miſchief they intended to do him; and 
though it were capable of embarraſſing him, it could 


have little effect in the abſence of Mademoiſelle de 


L „with whom no body could imagine he had 
the lealt commerce. Should they pretend to make 
public the celebration of the marriage at Sr Ger- 


main, they would be under the neceſſity of em- 


ploying thoſe arms, which themſelves had furniſhed 
my brother with for his defence, The conſent of 
Sarah, to which no objection could lie as to form, 
that of Fincer himſelf, who had inſerted into it all the 
conditions that could give it authority, the ſanction 


ok the King, annexed to thoſe two inſtruments, the 


licence of the biſhops; in fine, every thing that 
could ſerve in appearance to juſtify his conduct. 
In truth, my heart did not countenance this re- 


flection; and if I could: foreſee that Patrick would 
' ſooner or later be reduced to this manner of defence, 


I already thought what grief it would be to me, when 


I ſhould perhaps be forced to give evidence againſt 


him in the cauſe of jaſtice and truth, But could 
Fincer be reproached with leſs imprudence, who mul 
know that we were in a condition to cope with him, 
and who, conſequently, would expoſe his daughter to 


more vexation, than he could poflibly create us. 


We learned the day following, that he had added 
many footmen to his retinue, and had given them 


the liveries of our houſe, and affected to mak- 


then 
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them parade before his gate, with no other view 
than to raiſe the, curioſity of his neighbours, He 
hired a coach, and painted our arms upon it. His 
vanity perſuading him that all the world had their. 
eyes open upon his conduct, he went fo far as to 
ſend often to Patrick's houſe to inquire after his 
health in the name of his wife. The ſimplicity 
with which the ſervants anſwered this compliment, 
might have made him ſee one part of his error. 
The porter of Mademoiſelle de L, who knew. 
nothing of the marriage of his miſtreſs, gave them 
for anſwer, that Patrick was either well or ill, without 
looking further into the compliments ſent him, He 
knew, as well as the other ſervants of the houſe 
did, that my brother was married in Ireland, and 
that he did not agree with his wile ; inſomuch 
that the intereſt ſhe appeared to take in his health 
might paſs for the remains of an affection, that 
ſignified nothing, and which was no more than a 
common cuſtom among well-bred people. Another 
reflection that might have given ſome miſtruſt to 
Fincer of his enterprize, was this, that having never 
yet ſeen Mademoiſelle de L appear, he might 
have doubted at leaſt whether ſhe were not altoge- 
ther abſent, and in the end eafily diſcover, that 
not having lived in her houſe after her marriage, 
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there was in this affair ſome myſtery, which the 


public was as little acquainted with as he, and 


which therefore might render all his meaſures uſe- 


leſs. But far from turning his ſuſpicions on that 


ſide, he, on the contrary; took a pleaſure in fancy- 
ing, that- it was fear and ſhame confined Made- 
moiſelle de I. 
him to be fo near a neighbour; and this captivi- 
ty, which he imagined he had forced her to, ap- 
peared to him a beginning of his daughter's triumph. 


He did not forget to give notice of his return to the 


Count de S——, and not having added to it any 
marks of eſteem and politeneſs, this ſtep appeared 


to us leſs in the ſhape of a compliment of friend- 


# I ſhip, 


within ker walls, fince ſhe knew 
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ſhip, than a declaration of war againſt all our ſa. 
mily. | 5 

In the mean time, Patrick, whom my ſiſter had 
informed of the incident on the firſt day, and who 
had aſterwards got an account of it by a thouſand 
other ways, did not think himſelf ſuperior enough 
to the fears with which they would inſpire him, 
to remain in tranquillity ſo near the danger. As 
he had laid down a law to himſelf to go abroad 
but ſeldom, and to paſs in his. cloſet all the time 
he did not employ in ſeeing Mademoiſelle de L——, 
the affectations of Fincer were not at all a reaſon capa- 
ble of keeping him more cloſe ſhut up; but he went 
abroad attended with more precautions, and not be- 
ing able to imagine in what this ſcene would end, 
he adviſed with Mademoiſelle de J. upon fo ur- 
gent an embarraſſment, Love had a greater .ſhare in 
their deliberations than fear. Mademoiſelle de L—;, 


who was already too deeply engaged, had yet need of 


a pretext to force the laſt bounds in which honour 
had Ropped her. Poſſibly ſhe. hngged berſeF at the 
bottom, at finding an opportunity of ſurmounting her 
ſcruples. In fine, moved at the alarms of Patrick, or 


rather vanquiſhed without doubt with her own long - 


ings, ſhe formed with him a new projet, which 
would for ever ſet (hem free ſrom all forts of con- 
Araint, and aſſure them of quiet, which they deſpaired 
of finding amidſt ſo many obſtacles. This ſcheme 
was to leave France, and retire privately into ſome 
\of the towns of Germany, which Mademoiſelle - de 
L — knew. She was acquainted with the 
language of that country; ſhe was a Proteſtant, 
Her ſubſtance, of which the greateſt part was lodged 
in the trading companies, was no confinement to her 
in whatever place ſhe took up her refidence, and 
might upon all occaſions be remitted to her by bills 
of exchange. Theſe motives, fortified by the impe- 
tuoſity of a long paſſion, determined her to promiſe 
Patrick, and even to urge him immediately to re- 
move all difficulties that might retard their depar- 
ture. * 
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He took great care not to communicate to us ſo 
raſh a reſolution, In the mean time, decency obli- 
ging him ſometimes to ſee the Count and Counteſs, 
this did not ſuffer him to conceal from them the re- 
turn of Fincer and his daughter. He ſpoke of it 
as an unlucky accident, leſs dangerous by any real 
injury he could do them, than croſs and troubleſome 
by a little vexatioa he might cauſe them; and there- 
upon explaining himſelf with more indifference than 
even he ought to have of it under this ſuppoſition, 


he prayed the Count and his ſiſter to have as little 


uneaſineſs as he had upon that ſcore. I eafily diſ- 
covered that he was not at all ſincere; for not bein 

able to avoid meeting me ſometimes accidentally, he 
at length conſented to ſee me; and without coming. 
to an explanation upon the matter, which he rejec- 
ted at the firſt word, he ſeemed to ſuffer my pre- 
ſence without trouble in the converſation he had with 
his ſiſter. I laid before him, that Fincer would not 
at all confine himſelf to one ſingle ſtratagem; and, 
on the contrary, being provoked at finding ſo little 
reſiſtance, he would Rudy all at once to revenge him- 
felf by fome diſdain and outrage. . Who knows, ſaid: 
I, if, while he is buſying himſelf in appearance with 
childiſh affectations, he is not ſetting ſome ſecret and 
powerful engines at work to vez and perplex you? IL 


added every thing that prudence might adviſe in an. 
affair ſurrounded with too many obſcurities to hope 
from it ſo eaſy a ſucceſs; and if I conducted my- 
felf in ſuch a manner as not to four him by my re- 


proaches, I gave him, neverthelefs,. to: underſtand, 
that I could not find either ſo much innocence or ſe- 
curity, as he did, in his engagement, But he an- 
ſwered me in a tone, that diſcovered. his truſt and 
confidence. in other ſhifts and after-games, but leſs 


diſpoſition than ever to be guided by my advice, Ba 
It was not without foundation that I laboured to- 


— 


put him on his guard againſt the attempts of Fincer. 


had not continued in. a ſtate of ination ſince my 


return, and had penetrated further into his ſtratagems- 
| than Fincer himiſelf could miſtruſt, The day after 
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our arrival, having ſet Jacin upon his track, I un- 
derſtood, that, though in exterior appearance he was 
buſied in a ſeeble and childiſh revenge, he meditated, 
nevertheleſs, other enterprizes, to which even his 


comedy was ſo uſeſul, that it ought not to be looked 


upon but with the moſt ſerious eye. Having diſco. 
vered that in the ſpace of two days he had been 
many times ſeen at the houſe of the moſt celebrated 


Advocate of Paris, I went there after him, and pre- 


tending to know nothing of his being there betore 
me, I gave the advocate a ſtate of the ſame caſe, 
with this difference only, that our. motives were 
ſet forth with an explanation of the facts. The ad- 
vocate, whoſe probity equalled his underſtanding, 


coufeſſed to me at firſt Tight, that being retained on 


the other ſide, he had no anſwer to give me, but 
what I might miſtruſt. Nevertheleſs, he told me, if 
I would repoſe a little confidence in his honour, I 
may take it for granted, that the cauſe of my brother 
was very bad, and that I could not expect much ſuc- 


- ceſs from it. Fincer had confeſſed to him, that the 
conſent cf his daughter was in our hands; but he 


accuſed himſelf for having extorted it from her by 
the extremelt violences ; and he had no fear in ap - 
pealing to our own teſtimony. But to flatter our- 
ſelves, that in France the authority of the King of 


England, and of ſome biſhops of that nation could 


ſupport an attempt of this nature, or even to ſuppoſe 
that the moſt voluntary conſent of Sarah would be 
ſufficient to juſtify a ſeparation, for which no ſerious 
and lawful cauſe could be given, was to feed ourſelves 
with a dangerous illufion., /Having confirmed his 
opinion by a number of reaſons and precedents, he 


added an advice that made a great imprefſion on me. 


Fincer, ſaid he, appears to be a man to be dreaded. 
Fury animates all his thoughts; and if he be reſolved 
to ſick to the ordinary methods of juſtice, he will 
not do ſo till he has in à manner been fully aſſured 
that they will turn out favourably to him. Thus in 
either caſe, we had nothing happy or ſucceſsful to 
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tone and manner was even more expre ſſive than the 
words, left me ſome alarms, and I lamented that I 
could not explain them more openly to Patrick. 
There is no neceſſity of remarking every moment 
the reaſons that made me fo timorous in regard to 
my brother. What 1 am going to ſay is with a 
confidence, drawn from the teſtimony of my heart. 
No fear could have made me heſitate a moment in 
embracing, with zeal, the fide of juſtice and inno- 
cence, if I could have flattered myſelf with the leaſt 
hopes of ſucceeding by boldneſs and courage. But : 
ſorrowful experience had taught me ſo well, that I [ 
had nothing to hop: for from this method, to move a | 
heart hardened againſt all forts of endeavours and 
reaſons, that I was reduced from this motive tor try 
ſuch means, for which I had the greateſt averſion, 
The hopes of obtaining Sarah's conſent for a di- 1 
vorce had began to ſtagger me, when I had ſeen her | 


father engaged in an underſtanding with Tenermill ; 

and notwithitanding what I had juſt heard from the 

French advocate, I was yet convinced by divers ex- 

amples oppoſite to thoſe he had alledged ; that in a 

caſe ſuch as ours, an union of the civil and ecele- 

ſiaſtical authority could take away many difficulties. | 
Had J not beſides known, that other advocates of Sr 
France had given different opinions, when they were 
confulted by my brother's. And to go to the worſt, 
if the caſe were ſo eaſily decided againſt us in France, 
was it not eaſy for us to quit that country, and 
retire into ſome other dominions, where the decifion i 
of our King and biſhops would be more regarded? i 
But this determination itſelf muſt ſuppoſe the volun- 1 
tary conſent of, Sarah. And indeed it was from this | 1 
thought that I formed the deſign of going to Den- iþ 
mark, to try to obtain ſuch a conſent by my ſolicita- Il. 


tions and advice, from whence I hoped for better [ 1 
effects than from any violence of her father. What - 1 


ever turn the affair . take, the ſame reaſon \ 
made me yet believe, that I ougkt to try this method, 


and I was in ſearch of an opportunity to proceed in 
K 6 chat 
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that way, when I had the converſation with Patrick 
I have juſt related, N 

Jacin had my orders for this purpoſe, and I had 
no doubt, but that what he had not already executed, 
was not yet impoſſible for his zeal. He had ſounded 
all the ſervants of Fincer; their anſwers were all the 
ſame ; Sarah was ſo ſick, that nobody was admitted 
into her chamber; ſhe had not got out of her bed 
ſiace her father had taken a lodging in the ſtreet 
wherein Patrick lived, and the phyſicians had poiſoned 
her with medicines, Perbaps I could have gueſ- 
fed her ailments. She deſired, with as much ardour 
as I, what TI was in ſearch of with ſuch great 
eagerneſs; but held back by the orders of her 
father, to whom ſhe had expreſſed fome deſire to ſee 
me, and who had oppoſed her in it with his ordinary 
menaces, ſhe durſt not run the hazard gf admitting 
me into her. apartment. The addreſs of Facin far- 
mounted, nevertheleſs, all obſtacles. He watched the 
moment when Fincer went abroad; and pretending 
to have met him in ſome place where he had charged 
him with a'meſſage to his daughter, he obtained the 
liberty of ſeeing her. His compliment was ſhort :; 
Finding her dilpoſed to receive readily what he came 
to offer, it was agreed between them, that I ſhould 
take advantage, as he did, of the firſt time her fa- 
ther ſhould go abroad, and that ſhe would run all 
forts of riſques to converſe with me a few moments. 

This ſtratagem ſucceeded the day following. I was 
moved from the bottom of my heart at the ſadneſs 
and dejectedneſs Iſaw in her countenance. She ſtretch- 
ed out to me her hand; Come here, ſaid ſhe, come 
and inform me if there yet remains in you any pity for 
my troubles. You have never yet uied me ill; but may 
yet reckon to find in you any more zeal for my in- 
tereſts, or ought I to lament at leaft your coldneſs? 
| Nevertheleſs, added ſhe, feeing me caſt down my 
eyes to hear her, I ſhall never perſuade myſelf, if 1 
do not learn it from your own mouth, that you have 
lent your aid to the horrible enterprize of your bro- 


ther. He has taken advantage of a conſent, of * 


©. 
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he knows the impoſture, and which he has ſeen me 


diſown in your preſence. He has married himſelf at 


St Germain. Pcrhaps you did not know of this till 
after I did; perhaps you made a difficulty of ap- 
proving it; but I know not. whether I may yet flatter 
myſeif with this.thought, or if I ought to rank you 
among thoſe who have deſired my deſtruction. 

It was too eaſy to juſtify myſelf to retuſe her this 
conſolation. I ſatisfied her in few words, but prefſed 
by the fear of Fincer, who mig it ſurprize us every 
moment, I'engaged her by divers queitions to com- 
municate to me what ſhe knew of the projects of her 
father. She did not ſeek to excuſe herſelf from gratify- 
ing me in this requeſt. Alas! ſaid (he, this is the over 
meaſure of my misfortunes, that being reduced to the 
extremity I am in by the injuſtice-and cruelty of my 


haſband, I ſhould be yet capable of all alarms into which 


his intereſt caſts me, and this new torment makes me 
more unhappy than all his {lights. She related to me 
then, with what paſſion her father had forced her to 
take the journey to Denmark, with the ſole view of 
Taiſing as many embarraſſinents to my brothers, as he 
pretended to have received inſults and vexations from 
them. But hearing on the road that his hopes were 


fruſtrated by the precipitate marriage of Patrick, his 


fury had changed all his reſolutions, and he had no 
other thought than to return to Paris to revenge him- 
ſelf. In his ficſt tranſports he talked of nothing but 
waſhing away his outrage with the blood of Patrick, 
and to employ the arm of another, if the ſtrength 
of his own tailed him. He appeared ſo fixed in this 
reſolution, that the trembling Sarah, ſeeing her tears 


| uſeleſs in appealing him, and not daring to look 


for any further remedy, had at length offered him 
to marry Tenermill ; but he had rejected even this 
marriage as a ſatisfation coming too late, and which 
would always leave the diſadvantage on his fide, 
ſince it came aſter the offence: Sarah could 
obtain nothing by her continual inſtances, but to 
make him ſuſpend his revenge for ſome time, under 
pretence that it was of importance to dive into the 

B circum- 
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circumſtances that might render my brother more or 
leſs guilty ; but if he had reſpited his vengeance by 
this motive, he had formed the reſolution of beginning 
at leaſt to affront Patrick, by lodging ſo near him, to 
make him underſtand for what it was he threatned him. 
la the mean time, the thought having come into 
his head, to conſult ſome advocates of Paris, he ſaw 
a new way opened unto him from their opinions. The 
, thirſt of blood was changed into an eagerneſs for ju- 
dicial proceedings; and this paſſion being more agree- 
able to his age, he ſeemed to ſurrender himſelf up 
to it entirely. Sarah informed me, that he had em- 
ployed many ſkilful praQitioners to draw up a memo- 
rial, in which the ingratitude and treachery of Pa- 
trick were to be aggravated in the molt black co- 
lours, and that he waited to form his libel juridi- 
cally, which inſtrument was in a readineſs to appear 
this inſtant. - His intention was to draw the eyes of 
the publick upon his enemy. The retirement, in 
which he ſaw him hide himſelf, had provoked him 
and this apparent tranquillity appeared to him to be 
another inſult, which he was reſolved to puniſh, In 
fine, not being enough maſter of his reaſon to put 
theſe effects of his hatred into any method, all his 
notions and defigns claſhed together, and made him 
ſucceſſively take a thouſand reſolutions the ſame day, 
diametrically oppoſite to one another. 

I waited, till Sarah having repreſented to me the 
rage and intrigues of her father, ſhould lay open 
to me her own views; but calling herſelf back a- 

ain to aſk me what affection I yet had for her, 
was ſurprized to hear. ber add nothing but com- 
plaints and lamentations for her fate, and fruitleſs 
empty intreaties, which ended in requeſting me to 
conſerve an eſteem of her, and to afford her my 
 compaiſtion. The reflection T made upon theſe ex- 
preſſions, joined to her confeſſion of the diſpo- 
ſition ſhe had ſhewed to her father of marrying my 
Lord Tenermill, revived in me all the ideas that had 
determined me to take the journey to Denmark. Withe 
out being afraid of what the hatred of Fiacer mg 
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r cot me to ſtruggle with, I thonght this moment fa- 
y vourable to make her enter into the ſole reconci- 
g liation, from whence any hopes of happineſs could 
0 ariſe to us. I did not take up my ſtory from a2 
. diſtance, having given her aſſurances that I was 
0 ſuch a man as the ſeemed to with for: It is but too 
1 true, ſaid I, that my brother thinks himſelf autho- 
e rized to enter into a new marriage from the ap- 
. probation of the King and our biſhops; and if his 
. wife, added I (with an imprudence that was not 
p pardonable but from the intention that made me de- 
. ſignedly commit it) is not yet poſſeſſed of thoſe rights 
- - which ſhe received before the altar ; this is only owing 
Le to motives of decorum and modeſty, which {he judges 
ö of importance to her reputation, not to ſhew too 
i- much haſte in ſubmitting herſelf to her huſband's ; 
r pleaſure. She is retired into a convent, where you q: 
f may well ſancy that the ardour of your infidel N 
n will not permit her to continue long. Your divorce 
; is then conſummated, though the marriage of my | 
e brother be not. Without doubt, they miſuſed your 
n conſent, which was wrung from you whether you | 
It would or not; it ought to have .been 'voluntary : j 
is This is a truth that I would ſopport to the laſt 0 
n drop of my blood, if I had been. adviſed with on jt 
b your ſide; but ſuch as it is, it has paſſed for cur- b 
rent in the eyes of the King. And how could the Jt 
e Eing but be over reached in it, when he ſaw it for- il 
n tiſied by the certificate of your father? What I would | 
B conclude from hence, continued I, is, that without en- ; 
7 tering into à diſcuſſion of the duty of my brother f 
— and his new ſpouſe, it is certain you have nothing 11 
5 more to hope for from the heart of an infidel; and Ml 
0 when with my teſtimony, which you ſhall always - i 
y have ready at your ſervice, your advocate ſhall raiſe i 
- obdjections to this marriage, which they may perhaps . 18 
- too lightly think unanſwerable, you will then remain . 
y no leſs deprived of him, whom you juſtly impeach 1 
& of ingratitude. I looked on her attentively at every © 18 
. word I pronounced ; and as it were encouraged by . ns 
4 e deep filence with which ſhe affected to hear | ; 
- . * N me, , 
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me, I ventured to declare to her openly what it was 


impoſſible but ſhe mult have underſtood by halves. 
One word from you, ſaid I with the moſt ſoft 
and tender voice, would re-eſtabliſh happineſs and 
friendſhip in our families. Accept in reality by one 
ſingle word of the offer my Lord Tenermill has 
made you of his heart and hand. And as I had 
immediately apprehended an objection ſhe would not 
fail making : Fear nothing, added I eagerly, from 
the reſentment of your father, and look upon it only 
as a haſty paſſion that cannot endure long. I will 
undertake to manage his mind, he cannot long ſhut 
his eyes upon the advantage of an alliance, which 
will end all our diviſions, and aſſure you of a rank 
worthy of you. Did not he think in this manner 
when he ſo freely approved the-propoſals of Tener- 
mill? I fear no obſtacle but from you. But, on the 
other hand, 1 ſhould ſay, that I ceaſe to fear this, 
ſince I propoſe nothing to you that you have not 
offered to your father, and will conſequently be 
freely diſpoſed to ſee it ſucceed. oe 

If I feared to be interrapted by the objections or 


refuſal of Sarah, I, on the other hand, was amazed 


to ſee her continue ſo long ſilent. She appeared to 
liſten to me at firſt ; but I thought I obſerved to- 
wards the end, that all her attention was turned on 
her own thoughts, and I was. more convinced of 
this, when, having ſtopped me to give her the liberty 
of anſwering, ſhe continued ſtill ſome moments, not 
only without opening her mouth, but without even 
obſerving that I had done ſpeaking. She, nevertheleſs, 
got out of this reverie with ſome marks of conſu- 
fion; and labouring to reeollect ſome words of my 
diſcourſe which had ſtruck her ears, ſhe anſwered 
them in a manner that the judged might be equally 
ſuitable to ſomething {ſhe had 

53 me advice, faid ſhe with an air leſs melancho- 


than embarraſſed, that I ſhould never be capable of 


following. It was only my fear for the life of my 
huſband, that obliged me to make an offer to my 


father, that I ſhould without doubt have ill * 4 


not heard. You' 
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from my victory? Without repeating thoſe which I 
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and which I have a long time reproached myſelf 
with. Have you yourſelf taught me to forget, ad- 
ded ſhe with a forced ſmile, that the bands of ma- 
trimony cannot be diſſolved but by death? Then 
liſtening immediately, as if ſhe thought ſhe heard her 
father; but I much apprehend, added the, leaſt I 
ſhould expoſe you too much in your firſt viſit, by 
keeping you here too long, Ga, my dear Dean, and 
remember the promiſe you -have made to love me. 


I reckon upon it ſo much, that I ſhall make no 


difficulty in giving you notice when you may come 
here without danger. She gave orders to one of 
her ſervants, whom ſhe immediately called, to con · 


duct me with precaution to the gate. 


She ſpoke theſe laſt words in a tone ſo different 
from what ſhe had began with, and even the air of 
her countenance appeared to be ſo much changed, 
that if I was extremely amazed at an adventure ſo 
ſtrange, I was no leſs ſo, when, upon going away, 1 
found I was nothing the wiſer for it; nor in rea- 
lity did I underſtand the meaning of it till after the 
unhappy conſequences of this converſation, when 
I called to mind my indiſcretion, by which I had 


made myſelf gnilty before hand of the moſt fatal ac - | 


cident of this hiſtory. I will not break into the 


thread of my ſtory to declare it now, although IL 
confeſs, that the indiſcretion of that moment never 


will be ſufficiently made amends for by all my tears. 
Going out of the houſe with haſty ſteps, all my 

reflections turned upon what I had juſt ſeen and 

heard. Notwithſtanding the uncertainty I was in as 


I walked along, yet being rather inclined at the bot - 


tom to hope than to fear, I baniſhed from me every 
thing that might conſtrain or clogg my imagination, 
in order to dwell upon a thouſand things capable of 
flattering it. If the paſſion of Sarah for Patrick was 
at length cooled, and if the eafineſs, with which ſhe 
ſeemed to me to combat my arguments, was a proof 


of this, to which all my doubts ought to give way, 


what happy fraits might not I have promiſed myſelt 


have 
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have already mentioned, was not my reconciliation 
certain with my Lord Tenermill, and could the very 
tranquillity and honour of our houſe be better eſta- 
bliſhed ? I longed to communicate ſuch ſweet hopes 
to the Count and Counteſs of S——, I did not delay 
a moment in going to their houſe. They had been 
informed by myſelf of the viſit I intended to make to 
Sarah Fincer, and they waited for the ſucceſs of it 
with impatience. : | 
The news I carried them, ſet off with the prepol- 
ſeſſions with which I laboured in a manner to fill my- 
ſelf, made them take up the ſame idea with me of the 
diſpoſitions of Sarah. In the midſt of their joy up- 
on. this occaſion, they thought it ſeaſonable to diſ- 
patch an expreſs to my Lord Tenermill, who had left 
St Germain two days before to join his regiment, 
The project of an embarkation for Ireland being up- 
on the point of execution, it was to be ſeared he 
would eſcape us in the very moment fortune ſeemed 
to reſerve for him all her favours. Four days ſeem- 
ed to us ſufficient to remove all our remaining diſſi- 
culties. I did not provide myſelf with a falſe courage, 
when I promiſed Sarah to encounter the hatred of 
her father, nor did I flatter myſelf with preſumptuous 
hopes when I engaged to bend it. What, would I 
not attempt to ſucceed in an enterprize ſo ſuitable to 
my character and principles? Moreover I had ſome 
inclination to believe (although politeneſs made me 
conceal this conjecture from his daughter) that far 
from having ſo much hatred or diſguſt as he pre- 
tended for the hand of Tenermill, he would accept 
of it with more ſatisfaction than ever ſince the mar - 
riage of Patrick, if he had the offer of it; or that he 
would again court it with eagerneſs, if he durſt reckon 


upon it, that he ſhould not meet with a repulſe. 


Thus the flight he affected, was, in my opinion, 
no more than the maſk of a proud man, who refuſed 


beforehand what he feared he could not obtain, but 


would embrace with great joy, when he had an of - 
fer of it, and would ſacrifice all his real reſentments 
and affected flights, to aſſure himſelf readily of the 
3 ; poſſeſſion 


Pd 


The Dean of COLERAINE. 35 


poſſeſſion of it. Without this ſuppoſition, I muſt look 
on him, not only as a cruel and unnatural father, but 


one abſolutely inſenſible of the honour of his daugh- 


ter; and we had remarked, nevertheleſs, through the 
courſe of his rigonrs, that he had nothing in the 
world io dear to him as her. | : 
When I began to repoſe myſelf upon ſuchtavourable 
appearances, Jacin brought me an account, that 
he had obferved extraordinary ſtirs among Pa- 
trick's ſervants, and that he was deceived if it was 
not the token of ſome new ſecret that would ſoon 
break out. He had, nevertheleſs, made ſome uſeleſs 
efforts to penetrate further into it. Patrick, more 
alarmed at the bottom than he cared to own, and 
ſkur up as it were in a ſort of priſon, by the neigh- 
bourhood of Fincer, from whence he could never ſtir 
abroad without fear, had ſo ſtrictly forbid. his ſer- 


vants from having the leaſt acquaintance with thoſe of 


Sarah, that out of fear of failing in his orders, they 
had become almoſt as unſociable and inacceſſible as 
himſelf. He had moreover, by his favours and pro- 
miſes, moulded and diſpoſed them to follow blindly 
all his will. In the mean time, his intended journey 
requiring care and contrivance, it was impoſſible 
that all their motions could be kept ſecret, and Jacin 
perceived this, I ſhould have'given more attention 
to this information, if I had not made too great a 
reckoning of my brother*s valet de chambre, to 
whom I had recommended not to leave me in igno- 
rance of any thing that was of the leaſt importance 


to his maſter. But even this youth had his peculiar. 


intereſts to ſerve. Patrick, imparting to him the de- 
ſign of his departure, had recommended nothing to 
him ſo ſtrictly as diſcretion, and the promiſes or 
threats with which he had accompanied this order, 
had made him look upon a blind obedience as a ſa- 
crifice neceſſary for the advancement of his for- 
tune. f 72 

It is however true, that I had no other light given 


me of this. enterprize which my brother was on + ö 
the eve of executing. The principal part of his fur - 


niture 
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niture and goods had been removed out of town in 
the night time; a truſty man was charged with the 
reſt of his affairs. Mademoiſelle de L. was 
to have come that evening to her houſe for ſome 
particulars, which neceſſarily required her own pre- 
ſence; and, without even thinking of bidding us a- 
dieu, which they apparently turned over to do by 
their letters, they propoſed to begin their journey 
for Germany betore day. | | 

It was the day following the viſit I had made 
Sarah, that all theſe meaſures were to be executed, 
Patrick, though reſolved to conceal from us his de- 
parture, yet came to the Count de S——'s houſe to- 
wards the cloſe of that fatal day. I was there; all 
the repugnance he had to hear me, and which the 
embarraiſment he was in made the marks yet more 
perceivable, did not take from me a deſire to relate 
to him the converſation I had with Fincer's daughter, 
He had heard it that evening from the Count and 
Counteſs, whom he had ſeen in my abſence. If you 
ever have had, ſaid I, any reaſon to confide-in my 
friendſhip, it is now you ought to have it, when you 
ſee me abandon. my SOD work, and change my in- 


clinations and deſires to conform myſelf to yours. 1 


begin to intereſt myſelf as much as you in the ſuc · 
ceſs of your marriage; my difficulties give way 
to ſo many. reaſons as ſpeak in your” favour. At 
any other time I doubt not but my ſincerity would 
have moved him; but filled as he was with his 
deſign, and not being come to the Count's but 
with a view of concealing it, he, without queſtion, 
was apprebenſive of my penetration, and this fear 
made him interrupt me with his ordinary coldneſs. 
His not ſhewing more emotion at the relation of 
all Fincer's menaces, and his indifference for events 
that ſo nearly touched him, raiſed in us a ſurprize, 
which we had a difficulty to get rid of after his de- 
parture, 

In the mean time, as it was important ſor my views 


to draw a poſitive anſwer from Sarah, I had given 


it in charge to Jacin to contrive a new interview 
3 + „ with 
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with her. He had not miſſed the opportunity of 


getting into her apartment, and of ſpeaking to her; 
but inſtead of finding that eagerneſs ſhe had the even- 
ing before to ſee me, he received only a ſhort an- 
ſwer, by which the prayed me to put off my 


viſit till next day. She was up, and dreſſed with as 


much care as if ſhe were diipoſed to go abroad. 
Jacin ſpoke to me with admiration of the change 
he had obſerved in her eyes and countenance. 
Her languor had given place to a natural air of 
vivacity and joy. One could not have ſuſpected the 
had paſſed ſo many irkſome days under ſuch an 
over-burthen of grief. It could be no other than the 
hopes of a better fortune that had wrought this 
miracle; and, according to my pre poſſeſſion, I attri- 
buted it to an effort the had made on herſelf to for- 
get Patrick, and make herſelf happy in the arms of 
Tenermill, : 

How tar was I from penetrating into her ſituation ! 
I ſhould make a bad entrance into the melancholy 
circumitances I am about to relate, if I did not trace 
them higher up to the cauſe of my error. The 
diſtractions I remarked in the diſcourſe I had with 
her were indeed the effect ot my words, and de- 
noted in her mind as much perplexity and agitation 
as I had conceived. But it was neither that which 
buſied me more, nor what I thought capable of poſ- 
ſeſſing ber entirely, that in reality had fixed her at- 
tention. It had dropped from me, (without any other 
defign than to do honour to the moderation of 
Patrick by remarking that he had obſerved at leaſt 
ſome meaſures with her,) that Mademoiſelle de L—_—_ 


| had retired into a convent, and that by agreement 


with my brother ſhe had poſt poned the conſummation 


of her marriage to more {ſettled times. This raiſed 
two new thoughts in the mind of Sarah, ar rather 


awakened in her heart two hopes more repugnant 
than ever to her repoſe. Loſing inſtantly all at- 
tention to the reſt of my words, the put herſelf on 
thirking that her ſate was was not at all ſo deſperate 
as {he imagined, ſeeing the ſituation of Mademoiſelle 
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de Lo — was not different from hers, and that the 
new tie that Patrick had entered into had nothing 
in it more ſtrong and more inviolable than that by 
which he was engaged to her in Ireland. She from 
thence concluded, that there yet remained many ways 
for her to try, and the abſence of her rival offer- 
ed her one of them, which ſhe preferred to all thoſe 
of which ſhe had the choice; and that was to ſur- 
prize Patrick in the ſolitude he lived in, and to 
employ every thing molt powertul in love to touch 
his heart. This notion flattered her ſo much the 
more, that ſince her- arrival from Ireland ſhe never 
had deſired any thing with ſo much ardour as to 
have an opportunity of converſing with him alone. 
_ Circumltances of affairs had always robbed her of 
this opportunity, and ſhe aſcribed the triumph of 


her rival to nothing elſe but to the advantage of ſee- 


ing and talking to him continually. 

She did not propoſe this enterprize as a matter 
eaſily to be effected. It was this ſhe meditated upon 
ſo profoundly, when I thought her attentive to my 
reaſonings and advice. She knew by a thouſand un- 


ſucceſsful trials, that ſhe had little intercourſe to 


hope for from my brother's fervants, and ſhe would 
not expoſe her ſecret to any body who was capable 


of betraying her. But having dextrouſly got ne in- 


formations after my departure, ſhe learned from 
her landlady that Mademoiſelle de L—— rented 
a hired houſe, and that the proprietor of it main» 
tained a houſekeeper, for whom he had reſerved a 
chamber. This hint was ſufficient. The houſe - 
keeper, of what character ſoe ver he might be, was 
not a man to whom the commands of my brother 
were laws, nor who could find more intereſt in fol- 


lowing them, than in receiving a conſiderable ſum of 


money, by which ſhe thought proper to gain him 
over to her interelt. She employed her landlady 
to bring him to her privately, Gold produced its 
effects; the diſpoſed him ah ber offers to do her all 
kind of ſervices. | 


This | 
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12 This man was not ignorant that Mademoiſelle 
8 de L was about quitting her houſe, and that 
Ti Patrick had already ſent away the moſt valuable of 
m her goods. But they had carefully concealed from 
'S him that they did fo in order to take a jqurney 
Po to Germany z and the rent of the houſe being paid 
ſe beforehand, he had little curioſity what the de- 
1 ſigns of his lodgers were. Nevertheleſs, the expla- 
to nation he had given thereupon to Sarah was to her 
ch a new reaſon to preſs the execution of her pro- 
he ject. She fancied it was the conſtraint Patrick was 
er under in her neighbourhood, that -had made him 
to think of lodging in a different quarter; and the 
ie. uncertainty ot finding him again it he once removed 
of from her, did not give her leave to ſuſpend this enter- 
of prize turther than to the day following. This was the 
Ge day in which Jacin had tound her ſo brilliant 
occaſioned as much by the ſatisfaction of her heart, 

er as the oraaments of her drets, 
on It was ſcarce dark enough to favour her deſign, 
ny when, leaving her .confident in her chamber, with 
in- orders to tell every one that might come to her, 
to that the had need of ſome hours of reſt; ſhe com- 
11d mitted herſelf to the guidance of her landlady, 
le who ſucceeded luckily enough in getting her abroad, 
in- and putting her into the hands ot Patrick's houſes 
2M keeper. She had told them the ſervices ſhe ex- 
ed peed. The buſineſs only was to open to her my 
in- brother's apartment, when ſhe might be aſſured 
| a that he was in it alone; but learning from the 
ſes houſe-keeper that he was not yet returned from 
vas town, {he changed her firſt deſign into that ot go- 
ner ing that moment into the apartment, and waiting 
ole there his return. 'The ſolitary life he led, and 
of. of which the houſe: keeper gave her an account, 
im was a ſufficient reaſon for her not to fear that he 
dy || would return with. any inconvenient company. | 
its In the mean time, as if the evil genius of our 
all two tamilies had. taken care to conduct theſe events, 
| this opportunity that appeared to Sarah to be ſo 
his bappily choſen, and from whence ſhe already flat- 
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tered herſelf [te ſhould draw great advantages, was 
about being the moſt dolorous moment of her whole 
life. She was going to ſee near at hand what ap- 
peared to her molt tormidabie at a diſtance, and to 
find an open grave, where ſhe expected conſolations, 
and perhaps plealures, that the had never hitherto had 
a taſte of. For this was a confeſſion ſhe made me 
afterwards. In reflecting on the happineſs the was 
going to have in being alone with Patrick, it came 
into her mind, that all her misfortunes proceeded 
- from herſelf by an exceſs oft modeſty and reſerved - 
neſs, that the had always kept up with him. The 
heart of a man inſenſible demanded to be attacked 
with Jeſs diſcretion. She blamed herſelf for having 
never ſtirred him up by her caiefſes; and conſider- 
ing that a wife has a thouſand rights, of which 
even her virtue does not forbid her the uſe, ſhe was 
reſolved, in order to ſoiten and melt down the ingrate, 
who was not acquainted enough with all her charms, 
to ſtep a little out of thole bounds wherein ſhe had 
contained herſelf too long. This thought correſ- 
ponded with that ſhe had already conceived of her 
ſituation. In ſuppoſing the marriage of Mademoi- 
ſelle de L- to be celebrated witch the ſame ce- 
remonies as bers, ſhe thought herſelf on that ſide 
under a fort of equality with her; and the point on 
which the fancied the ſolidity of the one or the other 
engagement might depend, being conſummation, 
her hope yet was to bear down the ballance by getting 
the ſtart of her rival. This was an argument ill 
- conceived, proceeding from this, that the did not 
ſufficiently comprehend, that Patrick's new marriage 
was not founded but upon a nuility ſuppoſed in the 
firit, and that if hers, og the contrary, had all the con- 
ditions that render thoſe engagements inviolable, this 
would neceſſarily infer a nullity in the ſecond. - 

la fine, her imagination being filled with her de- 
ſign, and trembling, nevertheleis, at the approach of a 
moment ſhe panted after, ſhe deſired her guides to 
leave her in my brother's apartment. They retired 
into that of the houſe-keeper. She was taken up 
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without doubt in preparing herſelf for a ſcene, that 
required more experience than ſhe: had in it, and 
more art than ſhe was capable of to conduct it. The 
chamber was lighted by two candles already left there 
by the ſervants, expecting the return of their maſter. 
They had carried away, as I have obſerved, the prin- 
cipal furniture of the lodgings ; and the reſt being 


ſcattered about without order, ſcarce could ſhe find 


a chair that was not loaded with ſomething or other 


to hinder her fitting down. However, ſhe found one. 


at laſt, which was in a manner hid behind the door 
of one of thoſe preſſes that people ſometimes fix in 
the wainſcot, to make good an unevenneſs in the wall, 
and bring it upon a level with the chimney. This 
door was left open in the hurry of unfurniſbing the 
chamber; and far from ſhatting it to expoſe herſelf 
openly, Sarah hugged herſelf with having got a ſitu- 
ation that ſeemed to favour her natural timidity. 
She waited only a ſhort time; but her emotion re- 
doubling at the firſt noiſe ſhe heard, ſhe thought ſhe 


obſerved that my brother was not alone. All the 


could imagine. was, that he was followed by ſome of 
his ſervants. Nevertheleſs, the noiſe. increaſing in 
proportion as they came nearer, the plainly diſtin- 
guithed the voice of a woman. : | 

To what tranſports had ſhe not all at once aban- 
doned herſelf, if ſhe had known the voice of her 
rival! And this had been the greateſt happineſs that 
Heaven in its goodneſs could have granted her; it 
would have ſpared her:#heſe mortal griefs which, 
ere long, tore her ſoul aſunder, and prevented thoſe 
fatal extremities which followed them. It was indeed 
Mademoiſelle de L—— whom Patriek brought from 
the convent to finiſh what was wanting in the prepara- 
tions for their departure, and to Jeave Paris together 
during the darkneſs of the night. He propoſed to 


her to be ſeated at their coming in. The ſervants 


immediately cleared a ſettee filled with' part of the 
goods; and, in moving them, the table on which the 


candles ſtood was puſhed ſo near the door that hid 
the reſtleſs Sarah, that * ſort of a Priſon of 
| ; the 
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the place where ſhe was ſettled. She thought, never- 


theleſs, of nothing but keeping herfelf undiſcovered ; How n 
and her attention not falling yet on any thing but fulneſs 
the danger of being ſeen, ſhe hoped, that at the end the aſſi 
of ſuch an unſeaſonable time, which ſhe took for an to wiſh 
indifferent viſit, ſhe thould be ſoon delivered from this — M: 

Untfortu 


reſtraint. | 
In the mean ties: Patrick, diſordered for a long in? A 


time with the impatience of love, burned with the did not 
deſire of ſeeing himſelf at liberty, and commanded neſs as 
the ſervants to retire, He no ſooner found himſelf of her! 
without witneſſes, than he abandoned himſelf to all of a me 
his ardour, and uſed a thouſand expreſſions too plain I herſelf t 
to leave Sarah longer under her doubts. He had defend 
been accuſtomed'to treat Mademoiſelle de L with her lay 
ſo much reſpect, and ſhe had opened herſelf to him in ¶ ſuitable 
a manner ſo ſteady and reſolved on the bounds the I projects 
was willing to impoſe on herſelf, that, without doubt, certaint 
he had hitherto thought of no other pleaſures than nion. 
of _ and hearing her. But can one paint love I appertai 
as a paſſion ſo violent, if it could eaſily be ſubjected ¶ fince th 
to ſuch bounds? Patrick inſtantly laid hold of one them? FE 
of her hands, which ſhe took no pains to draw back. ¶ tainmen 
He fixed his li ps to it with ſuch an ardour, that the I hugged 
ſmack reached even to the ſorrowful Sarah. What tions, a1 
à mortal wound was this for a woman paſſionately in ¶ them no 
love, who ſaw herſelf robbed of thoſe tranſports of ſelle de! 
which ſhe coveted to be the object? What violence moment 
did the do herſelf to keep in hers?” The fear of mor- it were v 
tally offending an ingrate, by covering him with eon - from a 1: 
fuſion in the eyes of her rival, ſtopped her more than ¶ wake no 
any conſideration of what ſhe owed to herſeff. She obliging 
kad the power to ſupercede her ories, which were a eonſeſſed 
thouſand times, ready to force their way; and, at leaſt, I gratitude 
encouraged by the words of Mademoiſelle de —, bim ava; 
who warned my brother to aſſume a great empire o- fired to | 
ver his inclinations, ſhe reſolved to ſupport a ſcene, ¶ and he d 
from which ſhe flattered herſelf that the bud no other This « 
conſequences to fear. ſweetneſs 
The tender proteſtations of Patrick were abther who coul 
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How many times did he ſwear, that he was at the 
fulneſs and height of all his happinefs, and that, with 
the aſſurance of being beloved, he had nothing more 
to wilh for the repoſe of his heart? With what art 
had Mademoiſelle de L —— obtained that which the 
unfortunate Sarah was in deſpair for having failed 
in? And with what right did a rival, (whom ſhe 
did not imagine to have half ſo much lively tender- 
neſs as ſhe herſelf felt the teſtimony of at the bottom 
of her heart,) mix herſelf in the affairs and intereſts 
of a man, whoſe wife ſhe could not yet look upon 
herſelf to be, ſince ſhe yet thought herſelf bound to 
defend herſelf againſt his careſſes? She liſtened to 
her laying down details and particulars: that were 
ſuitable only to a known and avowed wife, and of 
projects of conduct and ſettlement, tbat ſuppoſed the 
certainty of an undiſturbed life, and an inviolable us» 
nion. But to whom ought cares of this nature to 
appertain, and why had they yet been never taſted, 
ſince the ſorrowful Sarah had payed the price of 
them? But what exceſs of bitterneſs, when the enter · 
tainments of the two lovers falling upon herſelf, they 
hugged themſelves for having avoided her perſecu- 
tions, and finding themſelves on the point of fearing 
them no more? The reſtleſs curioſity of Mademoi- 
ſelle de L—— rendered the torment of Sarah every 
moment” more inſupportable. She aſked Patrick, if 
it were 'very true, that he could part, without regret, 
from a lady, of whoſe tender love, he, after all, could 
make no doubt. His anſwers were not abſolutely diſ- 
obliging to Sarah. He did juſtice to her charms; and 
eonſeſſed ſtill more freely, that he owed her much 
gratitude for her favours. His frankneſs even made 
him avow, that, after the ſole object for whom he de- 
fired to live, he had nothing ſo dear to him as her, 
and he did not know any body more amiable. 

This confeflion would have catried in it ſome 
ſweetneſs for Sarah, if the complaints of her rival, 
who could not hear it without diſcovering ſome marks 
of jealouſy, had not made my brother change his 


*. - 
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Paſſion, he thought himſelf obliged to diſperſe even 
the ſmalleſt clouds, that could give her room to 
doubt that ſhe was the only perſon beloved, nd 
this kind of reparation was not made but by a com- 
pariſon of charms, of which the advantage was not 
given to Sarah. But his heart growing warm with 
a diſcuſſion fo. tender, he took the privilege, from 
the, reproaches. of his miſtreſs, to redouble the vi- 
vacity of his careſſes. Without remembering the 
bounds he had juſt ſubmitted to by freſh promiſ:s, 
he took her in his arms with a ſwezt violence, and 
glewing his lips to hei's, ſhared with her in thoſe 
tranſports a thouſand ecſtacies, of which they both 
now: made their firſt eſſay. The ſudden ſur prize of 
ſo much pleaſure bercaviag Mademoiſelle de I — 
of the hrength, and perhaps of the deſire to defend 
herſelf, Sarah, who had not loſt a ſin gle motion of 
theirs, did not doubt but they were on the very, point 
of that tender and critical mome:#, which ſhe fear - 
ed they would enjoy, as much, perhaps, as (le 
wiſhed it for herſelt. Shame, fury, all the paſſious 
that, could gain birth from ſuch a thought in the 
heart of an injured outraged woman, drove away all 
tear, and every other cuulideration that might have 
ſtopped her, She aroſe without deliberatiug the leaſt, 
ſuriouſly puſhir.g forward the door that concealed 
her, and conſequently overturned the table on which 
the. candles ſtood, and without being the leaſt ter- 
rified by the darkneſs that this accident produced of 
a ſudden all over the chamber, (pronouncing with 
a broken and interrupted voice the words, wanten 
and perfidious,, ſhe threw herflf proſtrate on the 
two lovers, who were too r.car her to have eſcaped 
her efforts, if the greateſt of diſaſters had not fixed 
her immoveable at the feet of Patrick. He wore 
one of thoſe ſhort ſwords, better known by the 
name of a hanger, or hunting couteau, which he had 
preferred to his wearing-ſword for the conveniency 
of a long journey, In his firſt ſurprize, which made 
bim fear every thing from an attack io briſk, diltin- 
guiſliing nothing, and not thinking of any thing 
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but defeading the life of M xdemoiſelle de L and 


his own, he drew this fatal weapon, and * * We 
lo unhappily from him, that, with « one thrult elende ; 


he laid flat the miterable Sarah. 
The noiſe of her fall, and ſome groans api 


her, made my brother judge that he had ncthing_ 


more to fear from an enemy, whom he thought he had 
got the (tart of; but trembling at a blow ſo tragical, 


he was impatient to know the unhappy object, Tbe 


ſervants, drawn together by the buſtle, came in im- 
mediately with a light, and diſcovered to his eyes 


a ſpectacle that pierced him with feae and horror. 


Sarah lay extended along the floor without fign of 
ſenſe or feeling, and her blood, ſtreaming 

great torrents, was already ſo ſpread over the boards, 
that, is the poſture be was with Mademoiſelle de L—, 


he could not take one ſtep without trampling in it 


with his feet. 
With whatever empire love rules in the heart, 


a frighit ful conſternation, which he has confeſſed to- 
me a thouſand times he never ſought to withſtand, 


ſuſpended the violence of his paſhion, and did not 
leave him the power to lock on ail the horror of 
his fate. He preſſed the ſervants to bring help 
to Sarah, and the words he pronounced in giving 
this order were the only words that eſcaped his mouth. 
In the mean time, Mademoiſelle de L » buſying, 
herſelf in giving aſſiſtance to her rival, this ſight 
awakened him all at once; and, moved with the im- 


preſſion that ſuch hateful cares would make on Sarah, — 


it the ſhould cone to open her eyes, he ran to flop 
her. Ah! What is it you are going to do, ſaid he, 
taking her by the arm; and without adding one 
word, he led her to the chamber-door, and put her 


into the hands of her women, who had gathered ; 


together with all the ſervants they had in the houſe, 
He returned backwards with the ſame filence ; - but 


perceiving that in the precipitation with which he had 


got up he trampled his feet in the blood he had juſt 


thed, and which he ſaw yet flowing, he threw him- 
ſell dowa in the firſt place he could get to ſit on, 
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as if he had walked on red-hot iron, the heat of 
which his feet were not able to endure; he wiped 
them with his handkerchief, which he drew back in- 
deed all bloody, and which he laid before him to af. 
ject his thoughts with a double ſhare of grief and 
conſternation. His valet de chambre, who watched 


all his ſteps, has told me, that, without being able to 


pronounce one word, or heave one ſigh, he ſaw a 
torrent of tears trickle down his cheeks. | 
Nobody daring to interrupt him, he continued in 
this ſituation as long as he doubted of thg lite of 
Sarah. But finding the began to give ſome marks 
of ſenſe, he with eagerneſs approached her. They 
had puſhed the ſettee towards him without de- 
ſign, ard for want of a more commodious place, 
ſhe was ſeated on it to wait the coming of the ſur- 
geons. He ſat down on it near her. One moment 
of repoſe having drawn her out of her ſwoon, he 
was the firſt object on which ſhe let fall her eyes. 
She called up all her remaining ſtrength to re- 
proach him in two words for his cruelty. Ah! 


Inhuman! faid ſhe, you will ſee me without doubt in 


the condition wherein you have wilhed me ; but was 
it you who ought to have put me into it? The 
tone of this reproach betrayed much leſs her re- 
fentment than her grief and love. And truly Pa- 
trick could not refitt it. He was in a manner fear- 


ful till now to teſtify his grief and paſſion; but 


yielding to the ardour of theſe troubles that now 


diſtradted him, he let himſelf fall at her knee, and 


tock her hands, upon which he a thouſand times 
imprinted his lips. She yet found ſo much firength 
to alk him; if it was to her he intended to addrefs 
fuch render careſſes, or if the place ſhe was in 
were not the cauſe of his miſtake? Though he re- 
mained without anſwering her, the ſeemed to find 
fome pleaſure in the continuation of his careſſes. 
This was a language ſo much the more moving 


to her, as it was the firſt time ſhe had experienced 
it; and perhaps ſhe began this moment to thank 

Heaven for giving her ſame flight hopes, which 
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ſhe did not think too dearly payed for by the greatelt | 


__ of her blood. 

Mademoiſelle de L—had, durin g this time, taken the 
only choice ſhe had to make which ſeemed agreeable 
to ſuch croſs circumſtances. She got into her coach, 
which ſhe found ready to receive her, and returning 
to the convent from wheuce the came, had charged 
her ſervants to give her an account next day of 
every thing that thoald paſs at her lodgings during 
her abſence. This reſolution ſaved her perhaps from 
many unforeſeen diſaſters, which ſhe might with dif- 
ficulty have eſcaped. She had ſcarce left her houſe, 
when Fincer entered it with the utmoſt fury. I 
never doubted but that, beiag already informed of the 
melancholy event that had juſt happened, he would 
have glutted his defires of revenge in the blood 
of ſo deteſted a rival, if chance had thrown her 
in his way. His landlady could not be ignorant 
of the misfortune of Sarah, She had taken advan- 
tage of the confuſion, in which ſhe faw all Patrick's. 
fervants, to eſcape without being obſerved; and full 
of the ſubje& that lent wings to her ſeet, ſhe was the 
firſt to tell Fincer tha his daughter had been juſt 
aſſaſſinated in the neighbouring houſe, This furious 
old man imagined, without further information, that 
this fat was committed in the houſe of Mademoi- 
ſelle de L—, and perhaps by her hands. He iwore 
to make her the firſt victim of his rage. He im- 
mediately ran over, and though they might eaſily 
have hindered him from going into the houſe, yet 
my brother's valet de chambre, coming down at the 
noiſe made at the gate, judged with great prudence, 
that it was more proper to admit him quietly, than 
give him time to ſpread the alarm thro? the neigh- 

ourhood. He even confſeſſed to him immediately the 
diſaſter that had happened to his daughter; and 
ſeeing nothing to fear from the diſpoſition he had 
left my brother in, he did not refuſe to ber him the 


wo into the apartment, 


Every motion of this old man 1 no leſs Cobain, 
Perhaps he thought leſs of aſſiſting his daughter 
| L 4 than 
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than of revenging her. Nevertheleſs, the ſight that 
preſented itiejt to his eyes, diſſipated one part of his 


reſentment. The ſurgeous had come before him. 


While they were examining. Sarah's wound, ſhe had 
her head leaning on my brother's boſom, which he 
at the ſame time was buly in ſupporting with his arms. 
Inquietude andgriet were painted on his countenance, 
An intereſt fo tender animated the cares and looks 
of Fincer, who, tar from taking him to be the enemy 
of her whom he had juit wounded, he might have 
taken him for her defender. This fight put a ſtop 
to Fincer's reproaches, - He came up to bis daugh- 
ter, and the ſilence he obſerved, during the operation 
of the turgeons, ſhewed at leaſt that tae black agita- 
tions of his heart were ſuſpended. 

This was the ürſt time he ever ſaw Patrick. The 
impreſſion of an affecting and moving countenance, 
added to the care he ſaw him employ in aſſiſting Sa- 


rah, moilified his hatred inſenſibly, even to make 
| him forget that he was the man in the world whom 


he thought had offended him molt mortally. When the 


ſurgeons had given their opinion of the wound; and, 


however dangerous they declared it, they yet judged, 
that Sarah might be initantly removed to her own 
lodgings, as the father had deflced, lre did not op- 
pole my brother's ardour, which he redoubled by 


comforting and following her. He ſeemed affected 


with the tatisfaRion ſhe felt from it, and ſaw him 
even enter the lodgings with her without ſhewing 
any diſpleaſure at the liberty. This was another 
iuhject of aſtonimment for thoſe who knew the 
bottom of affairs, to fee Patrick ſo conſtantly em- 
ploying all his cares about a lady whom he had 
treated with ſo much rigour. It would be difficult 
to unravel the truth of his ſentiments; and his 
countenance bore the marks of embarraſſnent and 


contuſion, as much as of comp#ſlion and zeal. He 
flackened his attendance fo little, that, giving him - 


ſelf up to it entirely, he paſſed the night about Sa- 
rab*s+bed, ſometimes employed in aſking her-pardon 
far his harbarity, and ſometimes inſpiring her with 
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eourage by his exhortations and careſſes; ſometimes 
getting up to walk about her chamber in ſilence; and 


' reſuming his place near her with an agitation he could 


not moderate. 

His valet de chambre did not leave him till day; 
but not having. power to perſuade him to retire in 
the morning to take a few moments reſt, he ſtole 
away from Fincer's lodgings, to tell me all the 
adventures of this fatal night. The order of bis 
Rory, which he took up from the article of Ma- 
demoiſelle de L 
made all my attention fall on the moſt frightful cir- 
eumſtances of the misfortune he related. In the firſt 
ſurprize of ſuch a tragical ſcene, I thought of no- 
thing but going to Fincer's, and I did not ſtop de- 


manding what meaſures Patrick had held with him. 


I followed only the ſentiments of my grief, which made 
me look on this dreadful incident as the laſt wound 
that the diſorderly paſſion of my brother could give 


to the honour, the fortune, and the repoſe of our 
family. My defiga was to throw myſelf at the 
feet of Fincer, to afſuage his juſt fury by my 
ſubmiſſions, and to obtain of him, by force of in- 


treaties and tears, that he would not in its full ex, 


tent make uſe of all the right we had: given him 


to work ont our deſtruction. Whatever place Pa- 


trick could chuſe for a ſanctuary, I already thought 
him threatened with an inevitable vengeance, and 
faw nothing that could ſecure him from Fincer's 


rage. Thus, without waiting for any further expla- 


nations, I preſſed the valet de chambre to carry"this- 


the melancholy news to the Count and Counteſs 
de S— —, with a note from me, ſhewing them the 
neceſſity of employing all their eredit to prevent 
our ruin. My orders were as piercing as my fears: 
I did not give to the valet even the liberty of reply- 
ing. and ſeeing me determined to go immediately to 
Fincer's, he took no pains to remove my fears by 
giving me a detail of thoſe things that he N 
wp own _”_ were going to . me in. 
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| I went into Fincer*s lodgings trembling. One of 
his ſer vants, of whom I inquired whether I might be 
admitted to ſee his maſter, told me, that he was with 
my brother in his daughter's apartment. This an- 
ſwer caſt me into a thouſand freſh terrors. I made him 
repeat it to me, being not well ſatis fied that I had 
heard his anſwer plainly. How could he have ſuch 
a fancy, that our mortal enemy could be quietly 


in company with the object of his hatred, and, a- 


bove all, in the preſence of Sarah, who was the on- 
ly ſource of it? I could repreſent nothing to my- 
ſell, that was not apt to redouble my alarms, and 
confound all my notions. In the mean time, not 
thinking from thence but that my preſence was more 
neceſſary, I went in haſte up ſtairs, and paſſed in- 
to the apartment with the greateſt uneaſineſs. 
Nobody can ever form an idea what my fur- 
prize was, when, inſtead of paſſion and fury, of 
which I expected to be a witneſs, I ſaw Fincer and 
Patrick fitting in ſilence near Sarah's bed, little 
heedſul indeed of one another, or at leaſt ſhewing 
littie attention to each other in appearance, but 
alſo without any marks of miſtruſt or reſentment, 
and as it were equally taken up with the fight that 
lay before their eyes. They both got up on ſee» 
ing me approach. Their ſalutation was cold; 
und not accompanied with one word. The de- 
jeaed appearance of my brother, and the diſorder 
of bis dreſs, made me judge all at once, that he 
had ſpent the night in the ſame ſituation he then 
was. Without yet penetrating into a myſtery too 


obſcure for me, I thought I was relieved from one part 


of my fears, and fat down in an elbow-chair, wnich 
a lacquey drew to me. | 13 
For ſeme moments we all three kept ſilence, 
which I dur not break. I lift up wy eyes on Fincer, 
who held his caſt down, and ſhewed ſome appearance 
of embarraſſment and reſtraint, Patrick fat next to 


+” Sarah's bed; he took one of her hands, on which 


he fixed his lips far a moment: At length turning 
biaſclf towards me with an air, altered by the __ 
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neſs of his thoughts, You know my fatal adven- 
ture, ſaid he with a deep ſigh, do you know any 
body ſo guilty, and ſo wretched? I (aw ſome tears 
ſtream from his eyes, which gave teſtimony to bis 
grief; and the tone alone with which he pronounced 
theſe four words, diſcovered to me all that paſſed in 
bis foul. 

My flowneſs to anfwer him might have been Jook- 
ed upon as an affectation by people leis filled with: 
their own conceptions, and conſequently more for- 
ward and eager to hear me explain mine. But L 


ſhould have been able to have continued longer 


without any fear of offending them by my ſilence, 


which proceeded from the uncertainty into which 


their very conſternation caſt me, and that appear - 
ance of reſerve which I ſaw in them ſor each other, 
notwithſtanding the familiar ſituation in which I 
found them. What judgment could I make of 
their diſpoſitions? Patrick was feelingly affected 
with his misfortune, and though I had not had that 
proof of it which lay before my eyes, yet I ſhould: 
have expected no leſs from the natural affection and: 
delicacy of his humour. A heart fo nicely tender 
to ſenſation as his, was inceſſantly open to all forts. 
of impreſſions; and how ought it to be to this of a' 
deadly wound given by. his own hand? I fancied, 
moreover,. that notwithſtanding all the paſſion he 
felt for Mademoiſelle de I. —, he yet never re- 
fuſed his eſteem to the innocent Sarah; conſequent» 
ly pity bad found nothing to combat in taking en- 
tire poſſeſſion of his ſoul; and I thought him ſo 
thoroughly pierced by that 'paiſion, that all thoſe of 


his love were by it in a manner ſuſpended. But 
what other fruit from thence could I hope for, but a. 
ſoftneſs and campaſſion of a few days? Aſter ſo many 


changes and caprices, after ſo many diſſembled ap» 


-pearances, ſome many violated promiſes, and oaths for- 


otten, could I have the leaſt remains of confidence 


in any thing that might ſerve for a foundation to 
common conjectures; and in the fickleneis and” 


changeableneſs of Mademoiſelle de ., as well: 


as 
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as his. own, had I not too much experience to know 
the fotbles. or treacheries of love? 

In regard to Fincer, the gloomy meditations in 
which I ſaw him plunged ſeemed to cover more 
rocks and quickſands. To what cauſe could 1 
aſcribe the relaxation of his tranſports z' and did not 
his viſible calm menace us with ſome unforeſeen ſtorm? 
] fancied, nevertheleſs, that only the grief and dili- 
gent attendance and cares of my brother might have 
bad power to move him; but that flattering himſelf 
perhaps, even to promiſe himſelf from Patrick a 
Happy return to his daughter, he waited for more 
clear explanations, to regulate his intentions and con- 
duct. Divided between this thought and the doubt 
I laboured under of the true diſpoſitions of my bro- 
ther, I found my ſituation from thence to be moſt 
tickliſh, and the choice of my expreſſions very diffi - 
cult to make. I had yet the unhappy Sarah to ma- 
nage, who, paſt doubt, fed herſelf with the ſame hope 
that her father did, and who, notwithſtanding the 
faintneſs ſhe laboured under, caſt on me an eye of 
complaiſance, of which I thought 1 underſtood the 
meaning. | 

Surrounded by fo many dangers, I choſe to reduce 
myſelf to general reffections, upon the neceſſity of 
referring to heaven an infinity of events that ſuͤr - 
paſſed the penetration of men; and turning this 
thought in a manner moſt proper to reconcile all 

thoſe who heard me, I added, that it was ſometimes 
from the womb of obſcurities themſelves, that Pro- 
vidence ſeemed to take a pleaſure in giving birth ts 
light and peace. As they had not prefi:d me to 
give an anſwer, ſo they did not ſhow any haſte in 
giving me a reply. Fincer maintained an obſtinate 
ſilence, and Patrick, funk in an abyſs of ſorrow, ap- 
peared to give little attention to what I ſaid, 

In whatever manner this ſcene might end, I 
by degrees got rid of my fears in relation to 
Fincer ; and, confirming myſelf in my firſt thoughts, 
my boldneſs: increaſed even fo far as to addreſs di- 

rectly to him ſome teftimonics of the ſhare. I took 
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in his misfortunes. He ſeemed affected with my 
compliment ; but inſtead of anſwering it, he aroſe 
itrom his ſeat in the ſame filence, and taking me by 
the hand, led me into the next chamber. Having 
oſſered me a chair, he continued. yet ſome moments 
without opening his mouth. At length, lifting up 
his eyes on me, You ſeem, ſaid he, to have an ap- 
prehenſion of the horrors that environ me; and when 
I ſees your brother drowned in tears after havin 

pierced the. boſom of my daughter, from which of 


| theſe two evidences ought I to make a judgment of 


his ſeatiments ? I will not conceal it from you, add- 
ed he, that my indignation and hatred were at the 
height; and can fancy conceive what numbers of 
outrages 1 have received from your family? Never- 
thelets, I find myſelf checked in my projects of re- 
venge by an event that ought to hurry me into them; 
and I myſelf in queſt after every thing that may 
help to ſuſpend my reſentment. Has your brother 
a charm, continued he, to delude ſucceſſively both 
daughter and father? Tell me, what does he pre- 
tend by this exceſs of grief, in which I ſee him total- 
ly ſunk, by his complaints of his fate, by his ſobs 
and tears, which have found the power of melting me 
down; and if he yet endeavours to ſport with the 
eredulity of Sarah, whether you join with him to be- 
tray us. 

I confeſs, added he, that having yeſterday ſeen 


him for the firſt time, I have ceated to blame the 


taſte and inclinations of my daughter. I before 
looked upon the picture ſhe drew to me of him, as the 
exaggeration of a woman paſlionately in love, who 
ſought to juſtify an unworthy affection by the chi- 
meras of her own imagination: But this noble and 
intereſting phyſiognomy is a treachery of nature, 
if it conceals a double and perfidious ſoul, I 


have been ſo moved by the air of kindneſs and- 
affection, diffuſed over all his features, that I ſuſ- 


pected Sarah to have been remiſs in ſomething to 


pleaſe him at the beginning of their marriage, and 
by her own fault to have loſt a heart, which does 
"as * 
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not ſeem made to render her happy by ſome over- 
fight in her duty. It is from you, added he (till, 
that I mult expect a frank information, whether my 
daughter has fallen into any diforders that have been 
capable of offending her huſband? Whether ſhe has 
neglected any care, or violated any duty? If ſhe has 
forgotten herſelf by any weakneſs, that may yet be 
repaired by repentance? In fine, if he loves her ; 
if 1 have any dependance to place on the ſentiments 
he affects under my own eyes, ſince the misfortune 


| the has drawn on herſelf by her imprudence : For it 


is ſo manitelt that he is not voluntarily guilty, that 
I cannot poſſibly impute it to him as a crime. 
From fo many ſtrange confidences, the air and 
tone, with which they were pronounced, was not 
what raiſed in me the lealt aſtoniſhment. Far from 
diſcover ing from it the terrible Fincer, from whom 
I always trembling apprehended ſome freſh violence, 
I ſaw a man diſmayed with inquietude and affection, 
who even intereſted me in his troubles by the frank- 
neſs of what he ſpoke. Indeed I made this reflection, 
that tranſient and inconſtant motions made no change 
in the bottom of a character; but the more this 
thought inſpired me with diffidence, the more I 
conceived myſelf obliged to ſide with the diſpoſition 
in which I ſaw him, by flattering the hopes to which. 
he appeared ſo ſenſible; I confirmed in him all he 
thought to the advantage of my brother; and if I 
durſt not poſitively anſwer as to the views that engag- 
ed him fo conitantly about Sarah, T did not remove. 
from him thote inferences he might draw from ſome: 
Happy revolutioif, I even endeavoured with conde- 


ſcenſion to anticipate thoſe objections which might 
ariſe from his engagements with Mademoiſelle de 


L-— ;' marriage, in which all the eſſential con- 
ditions were wanting, appeared to me a ſeeble obſtacle 


to the renewal of his firſt bands. I treated it 
as a prophane wantonneſs, which could not caſt. 


the leaſt blemiſh on the moſt holy of all engage- 
ments; and giving myfelf up- perhaps too much 
to my own deſires, I proceeded. to adviſe Fincer in 
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every thing that I could without ſcruple inſpire him 
with proper to countenance his hopes, but which I 
could not hazard abſolutely, without laying down bet - 
ter the effects they might produce. As we have no- 
thing to fear, ſaid I, but from the aſcendant of Ma- 
demoiſelle de L——, nothing ſo important as to 
keep from my brother every thing that may too live- 
ly recal in his mind the idea of her, and to join to 
the inclination that keeps him here every thing that 
the contrivance of our imaginations can furniſh us 
with to detain him here a long time. Fincer greedily 
laid hold. of this overture, and gave orders on the 
ſpot, that nobody whatſoever ſhould be admitted to 
ſpeak to Patrick, or to put any letter into his hand 
without his knowledge. The ſurgeons, who came at 
the ſame time to take off the dreſſings, having de- 
clared, that the danger was not at all diminiſhed, and 
that Sarah could not be kept with too much care, I 
ſaw Fincer over joyed at the impreſſion this diſcourſe 
made on my brother, and the thoughts that the ar- 
dour of his cares had redoubled with his grief. The 
Count and Counteſs of S—— came in vain to pay 
what they thought to be their duty to Sarah; Fincer 
ordered them to be anſwered, that her condition did 


not give her leave to receive their viſit ; and this was 


leſs the weakneſs of his daughter than that of Pa- 
trick he thought to manage. 

Going abroad to obſerve what paſſed without 
doors, I found, ſome paces from the houſe, my 


brother*s valet de chambre, who complained to me 


that he cquld not get the liberty of ſpeaking to his 


maſter. I had ſo many proofs of his diſcretion and 


fidelity, that I made no ſcruple of opening my> 


ſelf to him. The confidence I placed in him, and 


the new views I laid before him, re-kindled all the 
zeal he had for his firſt miſtreſs. Diſcovering himſelf 
in his turn, he made me apologies for concealing the 
preparations for the journey to Germany from me, 
and it was now he let me into all the circumſtances of 

the projet that was to have been executed the prece. 
ding night. I thanked Heaven heartily for baving di- 
verted him from this courſe by ways ſuperior to our 
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vain prudence, This man had already gone to the 
convent of Mademoiſelle de L „ and purſuin 
the orders ſhe had given him upon leaving her houſe, 
he related to her the ſequel of the tragick accident 
of which ſhe had been a witneſs, The eagerneſs of 
Parrick to follow Sarah, and his perſeverance in paſ- 
ſing all the night in Fincer's houſe, bad made a deep 
impreſſion on her. Some mutterings eſcaped her 
upon this occaſion, which the valet de chambre told 
me, and in her diſcontent had charged him with a 
letter for my brother, containing in all appearance 
other complaints. Diſcretion hindered me/from open - 
ing it; but from this notice forming a ſcheme, which 
I prayed Heaven to ſecond, I ordered the valet de 
chambre, having firſt imparted to him my views, to 
return to the place from whence he came, and to tell 
Mademoiſelle de' L plainly, that my brother 
not only had no thoughts of quitting Fincer's 
daughter, but was too much taken up with his grief 
and care to find time to anſwer her letter. The 
ſcruple coming into my mind from the jealous agita» 
tions into which I was going voluntarily to caſt Ma» 
demoiſelle de L—— was taken away, by calling to 
mind how much bitterneſs, and what anguiſh ſhe had 
with much leſs juſtice raiſed: to the innocence of the 
unfortunate Sarah. It muſt neceſſarily happen, ſaid: 
Ito my confident, that ſhe will redouble her com» 
plaints and letters. Hearken quietly to the one, and 
receive the others. Make no anſwer to her complaints, 
but by excuſing my brother on the ſcore of the deep 
melancholy in which he is plunged; and further to 
excuſe the little attention he appears to pay her letters, 
improve the intereſt and zeal which continually bind 
him to the care of a perſon by whom he is ſure to be 
beloved. Theſe were inſtructions enough for. a man 
of underſtanding, who immediately laid hold of the 
full extent of my project. ä 


Poffibly I ſhould have followed him to the convent: | 


under the impatience I laboured to hear him on his 
return, if I bad not had notice given me by a lacs 


quey of the Count de S——, that two couriers wait» 
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ted for me at his houſe. The one was ſent from St 
Germain by M. de Sercine by the King's order, 
who commanded me to attend him betcre the end 
of that day; the other was the one J had diſpatched 
three days beſore to my Lord Tenermiil, to commu» 
nicate to him thoſe hopes which were entirely over- 
turned in ſo ſhort a ſpace. Both the one and the 
other giving me room to expect important news, I 
iinmediately went to the Count's, where nothing was 
more proper to give me ſatisfaction, than the expla- 
nations with which they entertained me. 

The courier, from whom I expected news from Te- 


* 


nermill, informed me, that having night and day 


made prodigious haſte, he arrived at Dunkirk the 
moment the ſquadron had put to ſea. Neverthe- 
leſs, not deſpairing to gain the veſſel wherein my 
brother was, before it was out of fight of the port, 
he had procured a ſhallop, which by the force of 


. oars put him aboard. Tenermill did not receive the 


account of ſuch a haſty meſſage without giving ex- 
traordinary marks of ſurprize and emotion, Never- 
theleſs, having been a long time under Ciiturbance 


and diſquiet, he recovered himſelf well enough to 


write me quietly a letter, which the courier put into 
my hands: 


Hlis Grſt lines were a ſhort anſwer to a reproach. 


J had made him in mine, of having in a manner 
proclaimed open war againſt me, and indeed in 
ſiding againſt me with all the appearances of a 
determined hatred. He anſwered me, that theſe 
were thaughts he was not capable of in regard 
to a brother: But for a firm reſolution of break- 


ing off all aequaintance. with me, and of hear ken- 


ing as little to my counſels as maxims, he had 
weighed the matter in the bottom of his heart, 
and time would only help to fortify him in his o- 
pinion, Moreover, if he had uſed any expreflion 
too harth, I ought to aſcribe it to nothing but 
the firit hea: of a juſt reſentment. Was I then re- 
ſolved eternaily to work the torment of my fa- 


mily, by the impulſes of an inconſiderate piety, 


which 
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which, without donbt, would bring about my own; 
and to ruia the fortune of my brothers, in diſturb- 
ing all their hopes by my inquietudes and perpetual 
clamours? He defired no more than the example 
before my eyes to make me ſenſible, that zeal is a 
. ee guide without prudence, or, if that ex- 

on ſhould yet offend me, without a certain de- 
gree of underſtanding, drawn neither from religion 
nor the ſtudy of books, and that I hitherto could 


never acquire with my prejudices. How could 1 


think, when the King's ſervice call'd him out of 
France, that is to ſay, the very moment that ho- 
nour and duty obliged him to be gone, to awake 
in his heart every thing that I knew to be moſt 
ready to make him regret his departure? I could 
not be at all ignorant ot the ardour of his paſſion 
for Sarah; was this then the time to irritate it by 
hopes, to which he ſhould take good 'care how he 
gave himſelf up when they came to him from fo 
ſuſpected a hand; but which were, nevertheleſs; capa» 
ble of giving him inceffant trouble during his voy- 
age? They Pad already ſown a cruel diſcord in 
his ſoul. He had fretted at the neceſſity he was 
under. of continuing his journey, Happily, honour 
and reaſon, for they were more ſure guides to him 
than my zeal, had given him power enough to 'fol- 
low them. If, nevertheleſs, there ſhould be any re- 
mains of hope for him, if the heart and hand of 
Sarah were yet an intereſt he was permitted to aſpire 


to, he conjured me not to prejudife him in ſuch 


favourable diſpoſitions during his abſence. 'Phen 
coming, by divers windings, to a compliment which 
he ſeemed to make with an ill grace, he perceived 
well, added he, that in ſpite of all his complaints, 


there were no rights but what 1 malt acquire over 


his heart at this price. 
The ſcene being changed ſince ſo many new e- 
vents, I found nothing in his letter, on the jfirſt 
reading, that could ſtop my impatience to know 
the King's commands by Mr de Sereine's note: 
Having received it by an cxpreſyy I not only. faw 
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nothing in it clear enough to ſatisfy my curioſity, 
but as if they took a pleaſure in redoubling my 
agitations, the expreſſions of it were ſo equivocal, 
that it was impoſſible for me to diſcover whether 
it were to the King's goodneſs or diſſatisfaction 
that I ought to aſcribe the attention he appeared to 
ſhew me. 8 N 


I did not, nevertheleſs, go with leſs diligence to 


St Germain. In reading over Tenermill's letter in 
my chaiſe, I was moved, I confeſs, with his reaſoning, 
by which he would prove, that my zeal was ſome+ 
times deficient of underſtanding. It had eſcaped me 
at my firſt reading it; but I found it ſo juſt in the 
example I have related, that not thinking at all of 
detending myſelf againſt my own conviction, I turn- 
ed my eyes on other parts of my conduct, in which 
I already trembled for having wounded with fo few 
meaſures any rule of charity or prudence. This ex- 
amination took me up all the reft of my journey. I 


do not, faid I to myſelf, aſk at all to be excuſed; 


they ſhall always find me ready to confeſs my faults; 


always ready to receive even from them thoſe in- 


ſtructions and leſſons, which may inform me in what 
I am ignorant of; but ſhall I give them a reliſh of 
that very thing which I labour to hear from them, 


or of that which 1 ſee them too often violate by a 


contempt more culpable than ignorance? I mean the 
ſacred duties of their religion, thoſe principles that 
make the man of honour in the eye of God, and 
without which all their boaſted knowledge forms 
only a ſcience miſerable and unprofitable. If they 
will learn from me to regard the laws of Hea- 
ven, I promiſe to give them all the attention they 
ſhall aſk to thoſe rules eſtabliſhed by the prudence of 
men. | 

Nevertheleſs, continving to think, as it was my duty 
to do, that the knowledge of religion was the only 
thing that merited our eſteem and ſtudy, condemns» 
ed myſelf for having reaily too much neglected every 
thing that did not in a ſenſible manner relate to itz 
and for not having inquired, at leaſt, if this know- 


ledge 


* 
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ledge of the world, which I had contemned with rea- 
ſon in fuppoſing it contrary to the principles of the 
goſpel, might not be reconciled to them by ſome 
agreement, which I had not at all dived into. Al- 
though it was natural for me to fancy from thence ſo 
much the more difficulty, as the goſpel itſelf in every 
page infpires ns with a hatred of the world and its 
maxims, yet the reproaches that I found jult on the 
part of Tenermill, in a caſe wherein the intereſt: of 
religion was not in appearance concerned, made me 
judge, that it mult have a real, though leſs ſenſidle 
relation to it; as there is nothing in it juſt, which 
does not aſcend to religion as to its ſource. Aſter 
this reflection, J had no difficulty to find by what 


connection the ſpirit of the goſpel extends itſelf, 


even to the moſt ſimple buſineſs of ſociety, It is a 
ſpirit of order, which wills, that all duties be ful- 
filled, and which takes them all in, notwithſtanding 
the difference of their kinds and- degrees, by pro- 
poſing to all the ſame object for the ultimate end. 
Thus, when my zeal for re. eſtabliſhing the peace of 


our family, by the marriage of Tenermill, had car - 


ried me to awaken his love in the moment of his 
departure, it was indiſcreet. I had not openly 
wounded any thing but human prudence, by pro- 
poſing to flicken his courage in an opportunity of 
honour z but this fort of honour being relative to 
religion by its utility in maintaining ſociety, it was 


to religion itſelf, that 1 had indirectly brought ſome: 


prejudice. 15 Te” © 0777 TO 
It is not to vaunt here too mnch my own charac- 
ter, to deſcribe with ſo much ſimplicity of heart, and 


love for truth and juſtice, that it was a lively ſa - 


tisfaction to me to be convinced that Tenermill had. 


reaſon. It remained for me, nevertheleſs, to make 
the application of a new principle, of which I had 
acknowledged the truth, to the circumſtances of 
events, and the particulars of my conduct; for in 
forming the reſolution of ſubmitting myſelf further 
to the -rules of human pradence, I did not thereby 


remain 
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remain leis firm in rejecting them, when they appear- 
ed to me to oppoſe the rules of religion. 


The. ſame day I experienced, that this ſludy has 
its difficulties, which muſt render the commerce iwith _ 


the world extremely toilſome, for thoſe , ho ſeek to 


conduct the intereſts of another order. Upon my 


arrival at court,. I learned from Mr de Sercine what 
he had not explained to me by his note. Patrick 
had not ſo abſolutely turned his attention on his jour- 
ney to Germany, as to forget his duty to the King. 
On the eve before his departure, he thought it would 


be to expoſe himſelf to the King's diſpleaſure, to go 


away without his conſent; and fearing however ſome 
obſtacle on the part of that Prince, if he ſhould ap- 
pear, himſelf at St Germain, he had prevailed on his 
friend Angleſey, who was yet in France with his 
ſiſters, to be the bearer of the teſtimony of his duty 
and ſubmiſſion. Angleſey had accepted this commit- 
ſion, but rot being. informed of more than half the 


occaſion of his retreat, he could not give ſatisfaction 
to the King's queſtions, who had interrogated him | 
with much curioſity. It was to give more certain in- 


formations that I was ſent for by his Majeſty's or- 
ders; and Mr de Sercine gave me to underſtand, with 
an air proper to alarm me, that curioſity was not the 
ſole motive that made him de ſire to fee me. | 
This preparation augmented the embarraſſment I 
had already feared to be under in the King's preſence. 
What difcc.veriss ought I to make him? At what 
point would this human prudence, the neceſſity of 
which I perceived more than ever, oblige me to flop? 
J had a bhouſand things to conceal for the intereſt of 
Patrick, a thouſand things to lay open, a thouſand 
to hope, and a thouſand to fear. Hitherto all my 
troubles and cares had been incloſed within a ſmall 
circle af perſons, with whom I had always lived, 
and whom TI familiarly knew. Here the ſcene pre- 


ſented to me ohjects entirely new; and my ideas of © 


religion did not at all hinder me from thinking that 
I was going to appear in the preſence of what the 


world conſiders as the moſt reſpcQable, I was igno- 


rant 
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rant in what manner my reaſon and natural refo- 
lution ſhould aſſiſt me, if the King ſhould begin, as I 
expected, with reproaches and complaints. But this 
good Prince had nothing in reſerve for me but fa: 
vours. Be re he' queſtioned me upon the journey of 
my. brother, he told me, that not having till now 
ſeen me at St Germain, I ought not to complain of 
having had ſo ſmall a ſhare in his favours ; and that 

| I had laid him under the neceſſity of ſearching me 
out, to grant me, near his perſon, the place of Almo- 
ner in Ordinary, which he had intended for me a long 

time paſt. He added to it a penſion ſufficient to 
make me live with decency ;. and obviating the ob- 
jection I might have made from my engagements in 
Ireland, he adviſed me Romy) to diſcharge my 
ſelf of my benefice. 

He continued to enlarge himſelf on my praiſe and 
that of my brother's, by affecting to interrupt the mo- 
_ of my gratitude ; and when at length he came 

to ſpeak of the departure of Patrick, he teſtified to 
me ſome regret, that he had loſt the opportunity of 
engaging to his court by ſome convenient poſt, ſaid 
he, without naming it, a man of his merit and birth, th 
He did not puſh his queſtions further; and, as if he 


had apprehended the laying me ander ſome embar- — 

raſſment which I feared, he did not ſpeak a word 80 

to me of the misfortune that had brought ſo much | 

trouble into our family, and which he thought at an 5 
- end. 

Thus the goodneſs of this Prince ſpared me the « 
difficulties I expected to labour under. It was eaſy zin 
for me, after he had done, to return my acknow- bi 
ledgments in ſuch a manner as not to expoſe myſelf . ol 
to the neceſſity of falling into the danger I had at 
avoided. I informed him that Patrick's journey was we 
deferred, and perhaps broke off entirely, and I added, | 
by way of apology for him, that the reaſons which h 

made him think of going, were become leſs ur- 'Q 
gent, Let bim be here then to-morrow, ſaid the * 
King, and depend on ity taat what I will do for his 0 

fortune . 
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fortune ſhall make him forget his journey to Ger · 
Many. | FF by . iind 

I ſhould have laid hold of the opportunity of this 
order to return immediately to Paris; if Mr de 
Sercine had not informed me, that it would be an ill 
retura to the King's favours, not to continue to 


make my court to him till his accuſtomed hour of 


retiring. 1 paſſed all the time he was at table, and 
ſome part of the night, in diſcourſing with him on the 
ſtate in which I had left Ireland. Having heard of the 
death of my Lord Linch, he aſked me the circum» 
ſtances of it, and this recital having a. neceſſary con · 


neQion with our late adventures, I found myſelf en- 


aged in a narrative from which I ſhould have been 
glad to have been excuſed. However, it led me to a 
ſubjet more agreeable, and which appeared intereſt» 
ing enough to make me continue it a long time; 
and that was the laft diſpoſition of Linch, which had 
left me maſter of the truſt of his father's treaſure, 
I gave the King a deſcription. of all the wealth I bad 
there obſerved, and we confidered by what means it 
might be tranſported into France. Far 951 

It was ſo late after the hour of the King's Couchee, 
that I ſubmitted to the inſtances made me to paſs the 
reſt of the night at St Germain. With what dili- 
gence, nevertheleſs, ſhould I not have poſted to Pa- 
ris, if I had had the leaſt ſuſpicion: of what had 


paſſed. there in my abſence? Being in a manner op- 


preſſed with ſleep, I did not riſe early enough in the 


morning to get there before mid-day. L t to 
alight at the Count's with all the joy LY feel 
in having ſuch happy news to comm im 


but the appearances of grief and trouble, which 1 


obſerved in going into the houſe, made me judge all 
at once, that it was for aflition and patience I ought 
to prepare myſelf. „ er eee — 


Having informed myſelf that the Count was at 
home, I durſt not -interrogate the ſervants further 


upon what I had to aſk him. A circumſtance 


changed in their mouths might unſeaſonably enlarge 
or diminiſh my fears. I accoſted the ge 
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the air with which he ee me made me under- 
ſtand almoſt as much of what I wanted to know as 


his firſt words: judging by my ſilence, that I had 


not yet been informed of any thing; there have hap- 
pened, ſaid he, during your abſence very fatal 
changes; Fincer died this morning of an apoplectick 
fit, or rather of a tranſport of fury, that ſtifled him 
ſuddenly; your brother has diſappeared, without 
leaving me a poſſibility of yet hearing the cauſe of 
His eſcape, or what is become of him. My wife, 
continued the Count, is with Sarah, whom T left 
myſelf but juſt now, and who yet is ignorant of her 
father's death, and the flight of Patrick. It is to 
be feared that thoſe two pieces of news will finiſh 
the ruin of the little ſtrength (he has remaining. 


Go, take care of this unfortunate. lady: This em- 


ployment is fitter for you than me, added he, for 
1 have not the power of bearing the fight of ſo many 
melancholy and moving objects, which have pierced 
my heart in that houſe. 23 1 
He urged me to be gone; it would have been 2 
puniſhment had he endeavoured to have ſtopped me. 
Ta the agitation of a thouſand tumultuous ſchemes, 
which ſuch terrible fears made me form in a mo- 
ment, I could have wiſhed for the power of remeving 
myſelf on the ſpot into a hundred places, and to 
give myſelf up all at once to a thouſand different 
cares. But where could I ſtop among ſo many withes, 
that cruelly divided me? I had already gone out 


without any determined reſolution ; when, turning 


my head at a noiſe I heard behind me, I perceived 
Patrick's valet de chambre, who was running in 
haſte to overtake me, and laid hold of my arm 
to give himſelt time to take breath, as if, in the joy 
he had to ſee me, he was afraid I might yet eſcape 
him. He had gone poſt to St Germain,. where, he 
had hopes of finding me, and haſtening my return. 
TI urged him to ſpeak ; but what he began to ſay, 
ſuppoſing me informed of what I'was really ignorant 
of, I interrupted him, by demanding an yo 
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cital, which might be capable of regulating my con- 
duct; we ſtopped at the corner of a waſte rect. 

Lour preſence, ſaid he, would not have ſecured us 
from a miſchief, that all the prudence of the world 
could not prevent, and which conſequently it was im- 
poſſible to avoid; but it is fo neceſſary to ſtop the 


conſequences of it, that I ſee no more than you 


with what this ſtrange event may be attended, He 
continued to tell me, with what, meaſures and cau- 
tion he had executed the orders I had given him 
the evening before. Mademoiſelle de . — had 
conceived but too ſpeedily all the ſentiments which 
he laboured to inſpire her with. In telling her 
with what aſſiduity and ardour Patrick employed 


his cares about Sarah, he had affected to uſe ſuch 


terms as were ſuitable to love, and ſhe did not liſten 
to one of them, that did not ſow ſome ſeed. of jea- 
louſy in her heart, When he had aiterwards de» 
clared to her, that he had not only not brought her 
any anſwer to her letter, but that his maſter had 
not given him in charge even to make a common 
apology, nor with the leaſt compliment to let her 
know that ſhe was in his thoughts, ſuch an expreſs 
appearance of indifference and forgetfulneſs pre- 
ſently appeared in her eyes as a manifeſt treachery. 
Nevertheleſs, as if he had thought of nothing but 
juſtifying his maſter, he had excuſed his negligence 
by the grief. and conſternation with which he had 
ſeen him pierced. Every ſtroke added to this image 
had been, as it were, a ſpark of fire that inflamed 
all the motions of Mademoiſelle de L and, 
from this firſt account, her indignation and paſſion 


had become ſo ſtrong, that ſhe had not power to 


contain her tears. | | 
She had taken, nevertheleſs, ſomething upon herſelf, 


and without yet ſuffering her miſtruſt to appear gg 


glaring, ſhe choſe immediately to write a ſecond Tets 
ter to my brother. This cunning meſſenger received 
it, and coming back ſome moments after with the 
ſame anſwer he had brought to the firſt, he bad re- 
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doubled a flame, which could not but increaſe du- 


Ting his abſence. Then her Jamentations and com- 
plaints had began to betray a reſentment, which ſhe 
had no longer power of keeping within bounds. If 
after many irreſolutions ſhe had taken up the pen 
to write, it had been only to load reproaches on an 
ingrate ; by which ſhe expreſſed her fear ſpeedily 
to find him perfidious ; and, without leaving him 
any other choice than ſubmiſſion, ſhe had required 
him to abandon on the ſpot every thing that had 
been capable of ſtopping him, and to bring with him 
immediately to the convent ſuch explanations which 
ſhe would not put off even to the morrow, This third 
letter, and thoſe that followed, met with the 
ſame fate as the foregoing, with this difference, that 
Patrick's valet, judging of the contents of them by 
the orders ſhe gave in putting them into his hands, 
added every time ſome circumſtance to his an- 
ſwer more properly adapted than before to the ef- 
fect he propoſed. In fine, exceeding even the bounds 
I had laid down for his conduct, he had even 
feigned, that his maſter had refuſed to receive her 
laſt letter, and that he had complained of it as an 
importunity which he wiſhed to ſee abſolutely put 
an erd to. 

The ſuſpicions of Mademoiſelle de L- were 
changed into a certainty of her being ſhamefully be - 
trayed, She then put no bounds to her expreflions, 
even in the preſence of the valet, The calm and 
ſcornful air, affected by her, had been only a diſguiſe 
'to an exceſs of fury. In this firſt tranſport ſhe 
had thought of nothing but to ſave her honour by 
flying from a place where ſhe" expected to ſee her- 
ſelf ſoon a publick town-talk. All her prepara- 
tions being made for her journey to Germany, ſhe had 
taken the reſolution of going off the night follow · 
ing, and had choſen no other confider.t than my 
brother's valet, to give notice to her ſervants of her 


reſolution. 
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The unravelling of this plot, fo little expected, 
would have been, as he imagined, the moſt precious 
favour we could hope for from Heaven, if the re- 
ſentment of Mademoiſelle de L had ſupported 
itſelf in the ſame degree of warmth to the mo- 
ment of the execution. She would certainly have 
gone off wich ſo much pride and diſdain, that ſhe 
would have looked upon it as an unworthy baſeneſs 
in her to give my brother the leuſt notice of her 
departure, but during ſome hours required to put 


her equipage in order, ſhe could not think that 


ſhe was going to loſe a happineſs, of which ſhe 
thought herſelf fo certain, and which ſhe had pur- 


chaſed ſo dear, without feeling herſelf more ſoftned 


by her affliction, than irritated by her fury and in- 
dipnation, If the reflections, to which the aban- 
doaed herſelf, did not take away her refolution of 


going away, it was impoſſible for her to leave Paris, 
without ſatisfying yet once more her heart ia re- 
marking her lalt ſentiments ro my brother: And 
what mult be a letter infpired by fo many paſſions, 


under circumilances fo violeat? But perſwaded, as 
{he was, that he had refuſed to read her laſt biiler, 


and fearing that this would meet with no better re- 


ception, if he ſhould receive it by the hands of 


his valet de chambre, the intruſted it to a perſon well 


affected to her ſervice, whom ſhe had leit at Paris 
to finiſh her affairs. The care the took in iaſtruct- 
ing him, and the fervency ſhe added to her intreaties, 
inſpired this new meſſenger with io much zeal, that 
he ſurmounted all obſtacles. She had recommend- 


ed to him not only to force his way into Fincer's 


houſe in ſpite of all oppoſition s they might give to 
his entrance, but tv pretend in putting her letter 
into Patrick's hangs, that it was from me he re- 
ceived it, and that it contained matters of import- 
ance. It may be, ſhe yet flattered herſelf, that the 
news of her departure would make ſome impreſ- 
ſion upon a heart, ſrom which the memory of 10 
much love, and ſo many oaths could not be en- 
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tirely eFaced ; and this hope made fo great a progrels 
in her mind, that it obliged her to ſuſpend her reſo- 
lution till the morrow. | | 

The only point that eſcaped her precautions was 
to inform her confident, that ſhe would in reality 
put oif her departure to the day following. Having 
ſeen her determined to begone that night, and findin 
her ſervants and coach at the door of the con- 
vent, when he went about executing his orders, he 
conſidered the commillion he was charged with, as 
an affair that might be put off to another time, 
and waich required leſs diligence than fidelity and 
ecrtainty ; this did not kinder him, nevertheleſs, from 
appearing the fame night at Fincer's door: But the 
darkneſs making the ſervants redouble their care, 
he conctived he had no hopes eaſily to do what 
he was ſent about but in the day-time. He there- 
fore made no haſle till the morning; and while 
Magemoifelle de Le was dying With impatience 
for his return, he was employed about Fincer's houſe 
in finding ſome means to deceive the vigiiance of the 
porter. 

In fine, getting in without being perceived, he 
went up ſtairs by chance into the firſt chamber 
in his way, which was tha: of Sarah, where he 
could not fail of ſoon diſcovering Patrick. He found 
him there alone, under a dejectedneſs he mult needs 
be in, from havipg paſſed a day and two nights 
without one moment of reſt, and in a manner with- 
out nourilhment. The opinion of the ſurgeons not 
having yet been more {avourable, it ſeemed as if the 
continuation of the danger had invincibly fixed all 
his attention upon the object beſore his eyes. He 
ſcarce perceived that the meſſenger beckoned to him 
to ſtep ſor a moment into the anti chamber. He 
went there, nevertheleſs, as ſoon as he took notice of 
the perſon that called him; and, far from refuling to 
receive the letter preſented to him, he. opened it, 
without demanding the leaſt explanation. , 


It 
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It was certain, that notwithſtanding all the eager- 


neſs of his care, notwithſtanding the griei he ſelt 
at his fatal adventure; in fine, notwithitanding the 
compaſſion that pierced him for Sarah, yet his love 
for Mademoiſelle de L was the predominant 
paſſion of his heart, and what had been capable of 


luſpending it, had not yet the power of diminiſhing _ - 


it one moment. He had known, when the quitte 
her houſe, that ſhe had choſe to return to the con- 
vent. He had approved of her conduct, and fancying 
her to be quiet and undiſturbed in this retreat, he 
had followed only the impulſes of his own natural 
1:oodnefs, and without doubt the remogſt for an 
involuntary crime, in rendering to Sarah thoſe. cares 
trom which he thought nothing ought to excuſe him. 
What then was his ſurpriſe at the - firſt words of a 
letter, wherein he diſcovered the language of in- 
dignation and fury ? How then mult this ſurprize in- 
creaſe, when he {aw himſelf reproached with inſults, 
with treachery, with perjury, and all the odious 
ſentiments, to which {ie aſeribed a change, whereof 


{he thought hi guilty ? She ſpoke of ten letters, of 


which he bad not the lealt notion, and of à new 
pallion, whereot the could not imagine herſelf to 
be the object. Was this aa illuſion of his eyes, or 
of his memory? In the ſurprize, into which ſo many 
ſtrange accuſations threw him, he had no power to 
aſk one queſtion of the perſon who brought him her 
letter. But with what vivacity did he rouſe him- 
ſelf out of this languor, when, after a thouſand re- 
proaches, he came to read, that ſhe was determined 
to {cparate herſelf {rom him for ever? She did not: 


mention this reſolution as a menace. The coach 


was ready; ſhe burned with impatience to begone, to 


break eternally with a perfidious wretch. He caſt a 
furious eye on the metienger, and urging him to tell 


him the meaning of ſuch a terrible declaration, his 


tranſports knew no further bounds, when he heard 
that Mademoiſelle de L 


was gone the evening 
bel ore, and that {from the impatience he Ed bſer ved 
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in her of going out of the kingdom, he was ſure-ſhe 
muſt be already far on her journey from Paris, 
There could be no motive found ſtrong enough to 
moderate a paſſion which was come to ſo ſwift an ex- 
ceſs. The unfortunate Sarah was forgotten. Havin 
roughly interrogated the meſſenger upon thoſe letters, 
which ſhe accuſed him of having refufed to read, 
or to have received with diſdain,” he would Low 
who was the ralh man among Fincer's or his fervants, 
who had durſt to charge him with ſuch an impoſture. 
Not finding any body belonging to him, by the 
care they took of removing all his ſervants, Fiacer 
and all belonging to him, could not but fall under 
ſtrong ſuſpicions. He ran down ſtairs, to load with 
reproaches and injuries all the ſervants of the houſe, 
The noiſe having come unluckily to Fincer, who 
appeared immediately to inquire what was paſſing in 
his houſe, he did not treat him with more cantion ; 
and withont concealing from him the cauſe of his 
Fury, he left him with threats of revenge. 8 
Never were tranſports of paſſion ſo contagious. 
Fincer at firſt had ſhewed more of ſurprize than in- 
dignation; but when having heard the reaſon of ſuch 
great fury, he ſaw my brother fly out of his houſe, 
and hurry himfelf towards that wherein he imagined 
the rival of his daughter yet was, he was tran- 
ſported into fuch a furious exceſs of rage, that neither 
his ſtrength nor reaſon, giving any ——— to it, 
he fell without liſe into the arms of his ſervants. 
All helps were uſeleſs; he expired without baving 
the power of pronouncing one ſingle word. In 
theſe tragical circumitanczs, the goodneſs of hea» 
ven inſpired ſo much preſence of. mind into ſame 
one of the ſervants, as to ſhut Sarah's apartment, 
and conceal from her the know ledge of a diſaſter, 
which would have expoſed her to the ſame fate 
with her father. With the like prudence they im- 
mediately gave notice to the Count and Counteſs 
of $ , that they could not come too ſpeedily to 
her. They endeavoured to remove from her eyes _ 
cr 
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her mind every thing that was capable of diſturbing 
the reſt, which was neceſſary for her. 

During this time, Patrick had ſtood in need of 
the ſame care and aſſiſtance. He had fo ſpeedily 
gained the honſe of Mademoiſelle de L , that no» 
body thought of following him. He found it empty 
and forſaken ; his valct de chambre, perpetually at- 
tentive to what happened, was the only one of his 
ſervants that had not taken any advantage of his 
abſence to go out of the way: But having ſpied him 
from a window, and not being able to gueſs what 
brought him over with fo much precipitation, he made 
no haſte to appear. With reaſon trembling at the 
ſucceſs of his artifice, he rather choſe to leave his 
rwatter time to learn the departure of Mademoilelle 
de L from the mouth of another, than ſor him- 
ſelf to underiake an enterprize fo delicate; but per- 
ſnaded, however, that the was gone the evening be- 
fore, perhaps he thought leſs of the impreſſion this 
news might make on his mailer, than concealing from 
him the means he had employed in the conduct of 
his intrigue. In the mean time, having been called 
ſeveral times, he could not refuſe to anſwer. The 


fcarful air with which he appeared might have raiſed 


in Patrick as many ſuſpicions as his ſlowneſs ; but if 
he gave any heed to-them, theſe marks of embarraſf. 
ment might paſs in his eyes as the common effects 
of an adventure, in which it was only natural for 
an affectionate ſervant to appear to take ſome inter- 
eſt. 3 | 

As there remained ſome part of the goods of Ma- 
demoiſelle de L—— at Paris, and that the opinion 
of her departure bad yet made no change in the 
order of the houſe, Patrick poſſeſſed again his cham- 
ber there. It was that he went into, without having 
given any other order to the porter, than to call his 


ſervants. He threw himſelf into an elbow-chair, 
while he waited {or them; and his complaints were 
managed with ſo little caution, that the valet de 


chambre, who had been ſo fearful in coming _ 
m, 
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him, had gathered enough from them to know, that 
he was alrcady well informed of every thing. His 
courage returned to this lacquey upon ſzeing his maſ- 
ter demand ot him all the ſuccours of his wit and 
v He aſfected an appearance of being diſpoſed to 
render them to him; and flatteriag the firit motions 
of his maſter, from an aſſurance of having afterwards 
a greater eale in oppoſing them, he objected nothing 
to the reſolution he thewed of immediately taking poſt, 
and following upon the heels of Mademoiſelle de L— 
even to Germany. However, when he ſaw my bro- 
ther's reflections pals to the circumſtances of his miſ- 
fortune, and particularly to the treachery with which 
he thought he had a right to reproach Fincer, he in- 
terrupted him with divers obj:Ctions, as much to di- 
vert a diſcourſe which he could not hear without 
confuſion, as to bring him back ts the deſign he had 
of putting him off from his German journey, He raiſed 
in him ſo many doubts of the road Mademoiſelle de 
L — had taken, and conſequently ſo many difficul- 
ties againſt the hopes of overtaking her, that he 
brought him to conſent at leaſl to defer his departure 
till the next day, to give him time, ſaid the valet, 
to dive into the alterations ſhe might have made, not 
only in the road ſhe intended to take, but even in 
her deſigns of ſettling herſelf, He intreated his 
maſter to repoſe on him this care, and having artful- 
ly confirmed him in all the notions which. he had 
the addreſs to infpire him with, he left him under 
the pretenc2 of not loſing a moment in anſwering his 
impatience. 
It was his own trouble and the ſear of betray- 
ing himſelf that cauſed in him ſo much haſte and ea- 


gerneſs. Inſteau of the care he had promiſed, f 


which he knew how uſecleſs it would be, he choſe to 


ſtop the ſuſpicions of his maſter, and to ſhelter him- 


ſelf from his reſentment. His firſt Rep was to go to 
Fincer's, where he imagined he ſhould learn by what 
ways my brother had received fuch faithful informa- 
tions. He there diſcovered nothing bat the tragick 

accident 
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accident which yet held all the houſe in an alarm ; 
and as he had taken leave of Mademoiſelle de L—, 
before ſhe had taken the reſolntion of writing for the 
laſt time to Patrick, he drew little inſormation from 
the deſcription they gave him of the unknown meſ- 
ſenger, who got into the houſe with the fatal let - 
ter to which they aſcribed all their diſorders. Ne- 
vertheleſs, this ſtory cauſed him ſome unealineſs. 


From whom could this letter come, if not from Ma- 


demciſelle de L ? And not being delivered above 
a quarter of an hour before, how could Mademoi- 
ſelle de L write it, if (he had gone off in the 
evening the moment he had left her? Under this 
doubt, which was capable of giving him cruel vex- 
ations, he choſe to go to the convent, where he had 
Icft her ready to be gone. The firſt object that 
ſiruck his eyes was the coach, which the had ordered 
to (tay there at all events, althouah ſhe had ſent back - 


the nories ww we: pon rout 155 ſhe had founded her 


reſolution on the ſucceſs of her letter, the had wait- 
ed hour after hour the return of her meſſenger ; and 
when ſhe had in a manner deſpaired of ſeeing him 
till the next day, the ordered that her ſervants ſhould. 
paſs the uight near her, that the might not remain 
one moment at Paris, after the ſhould loſe ſome fee- 
ble remains of hopes. This fight froze bim with 
ſear ; he thought himſeif undone without remedy z 
and not doubting but that the diſcovery of his in- 


trigue, which appeared to him from thenceforth to 


be inevitable, would make him deteſted equally by 
Mademoiſeile de L— and his malter, he was tempted 
to berake him to flight, to conceal himſelf eternally 
from their eyes. In reflecting, nevertheleſs, on his 
misfortune, he remembered that J had been concern» 
ed in ſome part of his conduct by the firſt orders I 


had given him. Although he had executed them 


with a boldneſs to which J had never given in con- 
ſent, he yet placed ſo much confidence in my good- 
neſs, as {till to depend upon my protection. I was 
unluckily at St Germain; but hoping for nothing but 
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my aſſiſtance, he abandoned all other cares to join 
me there with an incredible ſpeed, and finding that I 
was above an hour before gone to Paris, he return- 
ed with ſo much diligence that he got there almoſt as 
ſoon as I. 

Thus, although he had taken up his TER from 
the ſorrowful ſituation of his maiter, I had no 
great difficulty to diſcover, that the heat of his 


' zeal had two ſources; and what I could think moſt 


alvantageous for liis character was, to believe them 
pretty near equal, The doleful impreſſions made 
on me by ſo many new mistortunes, did not hinder 
me from obſerving to him, at firſt ſight, that this 
reflection had not eſcaped me; and 1 even re- 
proiched him for having, as it were, turned his back 
to the intereſts of iny brother to put his own un- 
der ſhelter. For io acquainting me with the dangerous 
ſtate in which he had leit him, of what uſe could 
fo long a ſtory be to aid me in ſerving him? I was 
ignorant what Mademoiſelle de L thought 
of the effects of her letter, and what conſuſion lhe 
had drawn ſrom it for the regulation of her con- 
duct. The report of her meſſenger might have ap- 
peared clear enough to have diſſipated all her doubts. 
Under this ſuppaſition, had not ſhe with the ut- 
moſt haſte given notice to Patrick, that the was yet 
in Paris,” or had ſhe not immediateiy returned to her 
houſe to ſce him, and ſeal their engagements by 


new promiſes? Who could even affure me, that, ia | 


the firſt ardour of their reconciliation, they had not 
determined upoa the ſpot to go off together? Had 
I any reſolution to take, or what fide to chuſe be- 
fore I had procured all theſe lights? You need not 
doubt, ſaid J, to the valet de chambre, bur I will 
ſupport your intereſt with my brother ; but render 
yourſelf worthy of the protection you expect by a 


renewal of your real. Return to the convent of 


Mademoiſelie de L ; learn from herſelf or ſrom 
her ſervants, what has paſſed ſince your departure, 
and give me ſuch a clear aud ſure account of thoſe 
things, 
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things, that I may undertake nothing raſhly. I gave 
him orders to return to me to Fincer's, whereto I 
thought myſelf, as it were hurried by an impulſe 
more ſtrong than either curioſity or compaſſion, It 
ſeemed to me, that the care of Sarah was become a 
more indiſgen{ible obligation on me than ever, ſince 
the death of her father. Whatever circumſpection 
they had ſhewed towards her, I could not imagine 
they could have long power to conceal from her the 
horror of her ſituation ; and I trembled for the firſt 
impreſſions that the leaſt miſtruſt ſhonld produce on 


a heart ſo ſenſible, I went into her under this un- 
certainty. 
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